
 

OVERVIEW 

The function of the ERF is to support the delivery of humanitarian response activities in Syria and the neighbouring 
countries through flexible and coordinated funding. The fund is being used for life-saving activities, urgent 
humanitarian needs and to fill critical gaps. Inside Syria the ERF supports the capacity of local NGOs to reach 
conflict affected areas and to expand the humanitarian outreach. Eligible implementing partners include UN 
agencies, international and national NGOs, and Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement organisations.  
 

The ERF has witnessed rapid growth in contributions. Since its inception in March 2012, the fund has received US$ 
47.3 million. To date, the ERF has allocated $31.6 million for 100 projects in Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Lebanon. 
Projects amounting to $4.7 million are currently under review. If approved, the ERF balance will stand at $11 
million.  
 

9 
Applications under screening/ technical review 

(end of June) 
 13 Projects approved and processed (June) 

$4.7 m   $5.1 m 

 
  

 

 

ERF RESPONSE INSIDE SYRIA 
 

 
8 projects funded 

 
US$ 3.9 million allocated 

 

1.1 million affected people 
targeted 

 

Multi-sector support 3 projects: UNRWA 
 

Geographic areas: Aleppo, Dar’a, Homs, Hama, Lattakia 

US$ 1.4 million 
40,876 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on meeting food, shelter hygiene and sanitation needs of Palestine 
refugees. Targeted people will receive food, mattresses, blankets, jerry cans and 
NFI kits, which will include diapers and napkins for children, elderly and women. 
 

 

 

Water, Sanitation & 
Hygiene 

2 projects: UNICEF, Premiere Urgence (PU) 
 

Geographic areas: Hama, Homs, Idlib, Deir ez-Zor, Aleppo, Tartous and 
Damascus 

US$ 999,100 
1.08 million beneficiaries 

Activities focus on ensuring access to safe drinking water through the provision of 
generators for water treatment and distribution systems, as well as rehabilitation of 
control panels, pumps, collection and distribution networks. Hygiene kits are 
distributed supported by public health campaigns to mitigate the risk of water-
borne diseases. Further input includes provision of hygiene kits and the delivery of 
water through water-trucking. 

 

 

Shelter & Non-Food 
Items 

1 project: IOM  
 

Geographic areas: 
Homs, Hama, Lattakia, Damascus 

US$ 500,000 
4,000 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on provision of NFIs, shelter repair and rehabilitation of public 
shelters.  
 

 

 

 
Health 

1 project: Al-Afeea Fund 
 

Geographic areas: Damascus 

US$ 493,600 
700 beneficiaries 

 

The project focuses on life saving medical care for vulnerable groups suffering 
from renal failure and requiring regular haemodialysis. Supplies for haemodialysis 
sessions are also provided. 
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1 project: Child Care Society 
 

Geographic areas: Homs 

US$ 470,000 
10, 928 beneficiaries 

Activities target the most vulnerable groups through the provision of food baskets 
to displaced families and host community. Specific locations include:  

 Al-Insha’at district: Abdul-Muhaimen Abaas Centre and Salkini building 

 Al-Wa’ar district: The main centre for the society and in Attalae building  

 Al-Tawzia'a Al-Ijjbari district: Nouh tower. 
 

 
 
 
ERF RESPONSE IN IRAQ 

 

 5 projects funded  US$ 1.2 million allocated  15,490 affected people targeted 

 
Multi-sector support 

2 projects: Un ponte per (UPP), Al-Ofiq Organisation for Development and 
Emergency 
 

Geographic areas: Sulaymaniyah, Dahuk and Anbar 

US$ 507,912  
8,490 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on providing psycho-social assistance; identification and referral 
for children and families with special needs; provision of youth friendly spaces; 
hygiene awareness campaigns; distribution of hygiene kits and installation of 
shower units.  

 

 

Water, Sanitation & 
Hygiene 

1 project: Kanz Humanitarian organisation 
 
Geographic areas: Sulaymaniyah 

US$ 277,653 
3,500 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on installation of mobile toilets; provision of water tanks and 
facilitation of hygiene promotion sessions. Deliverables winclude increased 
access to hygiene facilities and increased awareness on issues related to 
personal and environmental hygiene. 

 

 
Education 

1 project: UNESCO 
 

Geographic areas: Dahuk 

US$ 250,000 
1,000 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on improving access to secondary education to Syrian girls and 
boys. Planned inputs under this intervention include procurement and installation 
of prefabricated units; school furniture and equipment. Students will also receive 
back-to-school incentives. Further inputs include:  teacher trainings on 
participatory learning methods, training of social workers, and the establishment 
of parent teacher associations (PTAs). 

 

 

Shelter & Non-Food 
Items 

1 project: Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) 
 

Geographic areas: Dahuk 

US$ 209,095 
2,500 beneficiaries 

Activities focus on enhancing protection against extreme summer temperatures. 
Inputs include installation of shade structures over tents and communal shelters.  

 

 
 
FOCUS OF THE MONTH: WASH Response inside Syria. 

WASH activities funded in Syria during May and June 2013 target 1,200,000 beneficiaries  

Displaced communities in urban areas are forced to depend on water trucking services, if available, or untreated 
water supply sources, due to the lack of sustainable supplies of drinking water. 

As the breakdown of infrastructure and services continues, affected communities lack access to safe drinking water 
in areas where they took refuge, hence outbreaks of diseases in many parts of the country are starting to be 
reported. Water supply and sanitation treatment plants and distribution networks have ceased to operate in many 
parts of the country, while access to basic essential safe hygiene items is limited hence contributing to incidents of 
diarrhoea, typhoid and hepatitis in Aleppo, Homs, and Deir ez-Zor (WHO, Syrian Ministry of Health February 2013 
report).  
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The majority of network supply systems have 
sustained severe damages from hostilities 
resulting in reduced operational capacity and 
quality. Restrictions in accessing spare parts 
and core treatment consumables have led to a 
rapid deterioration in water supply and quality. In 
addition, damaged waste-water networks are 
contributing to the contamination of surface and 
ground water sources posing major risks to 
water quality. This means that available water 
will need further treatment before distribution. 
The combined factors of poor sanitation, 
damaged water and sewerage networks and 
diminishing waste collection services expose 
displaced communities to very high public and 
environmental health risks. 

 

The ERF supported the WASH sector through 
funding two projects to UNICEF and one to 
Premiere Urgence (PU). ERF Fund allowed 
UNICEF and PU to provide WASH response to 
about 150,000 IDPs in the most highly affected 
governorates (Rural Damascus, Hama, Homs, 
Tartous and Aleppo). The main activities in 
these projects are: water trucking, water storage 
capacity in IDPs centres, distribution of 
emergency WASH items in addition to hygiene 
awareness campaigns. These activities are 
implemented in partnership with local NGOs 
who received capacity building by WASH team 
through regular field visits.  
 

The second project that is being implemented by 
UNICEF aims to supply safe drinking water to 
one million people (200,000 families) in rural 
and urban centres through the supply of 
generator sets and accessories in Hama, Al 
Qusayr, Homs (Al Qusayr), Idlib and Deir Ez-
Zor. The project will focus on the rehabilitation of 
water supply systems, through the provision of 
generator sets, control panels and pumps, repair 
and reinstate collection and distribution 
networks and supply of accessories. 

 

Without the rapid and flexible approach to the 
ERF funding, UNICEF and PU would face 
important challenges to respond to the WASH 
needs that are unpredictable and spontaneous. 

Maintenance work on a water pump. Credit: UNICEF Syria/ SARC. 

Children next to a water truck in Talbiseh, Syria. Credit: UNICEF Syria/ SARC.  


