
COVID-19 RAPID RESPONSE 

 The month of July saw the proportion of households relying on purchase as the main source of food increase by 8 percent, 

increasing from 36 percent in June to 44 percent in July. The southern region recorded the highest proportion of 

households relying on purchase as the main source of food.  

 Nearly 43 percent of the households had access to various forms of farm inputs in the month of July and this is a 3 

percentage point drop compared with June 2020. Access to inputs such as seeds, fertilizer and crop chemicals have 

registered an increase since May and this may be attributed to the winter-season cropping. 

 The Ministry of Agriculture announced a suspected outbreak of epizootic ulcerative syndrome (EUS) in Mchinji district. 

Preliminary investigations conducted so far indicate that the disease has affected almost the entire district of Mchinji and 

an infinite number of fish is at high risk. 

 Ownership of livestock decreased slightly in the month of July compared with June decreasing from 56 percent to 54 

percent. In the same period, the prevalence of suspected newcastle and mange diseases increased from 36 percent to 41 

percent, and 6 percent to 10 percent respectively.  

 Access to livestock veterinary extension services remains low in the target districts with only 16 percent of the households 

owning livestock accessing the services in the month of July, and this was a 2 percentage drop compared with June 2020. 

 Nearly 14 percent of the households in July 2020 have been classified in Phase 3 of the reduced coping strategy index and 

this is a 7 percentage drop from 21 percent in the same month in 2019. The southern region continues to record an 

increasing proportion of households in Phase 3 although the current estimate is lower than the estimate for the same 

month in 2019. 

 The average price of maize has increased by 4 percent in July compared with the month of June 2020, with the average 

price per kilogram in July estimated at MK 169.04/kg.  
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MAIN SOURCE OF FOOD 

In the month of July 2020, about 54 percent of 

the households relied on own production as the 

main source of food while nearly 44 percent 

relied on purchase and 2 percent relied on other 

sources such as food aid and donations.  

Comparing by month, the proportion of 

households relying on purchase as the main 

source of food has been on an upward trend 

from May when the estimate was 25 percent to 

June when the estimate was 36 percent and then 

July when the estimate is 44 percent.  Overall, 

the proportion of households relying on 

purchase as the main source of food has 

recorded an 18 percent increment in July 

comparing with May.  
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Map 1: Percentage of households relying on purchase as the main source of food  
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MAIN SOURCE OF FOOD - AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 

Over the weeks, access to various farm inputs in the target districts continues to oscillate between 43 and 46 percent. In the 

month of July, 43 percent of the households had access to various forms of farm inputs, and this is a 3 percentage drop 

compared with the month of June 2020. Further, this is the lowest recorded proportion of households with access to farm 

inputs since the surveillance system was set up in May 2020.  

Figure 1: Proportion of households relying on purchase as the main source of food  

Zooming in to the districts, Chikwawa, Mulanje and 

Phalombe recorded the highest proportion of 

households relying on purchase as the main source of 

food, all registering over 70 percent and not different 

from the June findings. Mulanje and Phalombe 

districts, which harvested about 2.3 and 2.9 percent of 

the national estimated yields respectively, had its 

maize harvesting season end by March when many 

other districts were yet to start harvesting.  

 On the other end, Chitipa and Mzimba continue to 

record the lowest proportion of households relying on 

purchase as the main source of food.  Comparing with 

June, the highest change in the proportion of 

households relying on purchase as the main source of 

food was recorded in Thyolo increasing from 29 

percent to 43 percent.  

ACCESS TO FARM INPUTS 

The southern region continues to record the 

highest proportion of households relying on 

purchase as the main source of food. In July, 55 

percent of the households in the target districts in 

the southern region relied on purchase, while in 

the central region this was estimated at 39 

percent and in the northern region, the estimate 

was 28 percent.  

Further, the southern region has recorded a 23 

percentage increase in the proportion of 

households relying on purchase as the main 

source of food in July when compared with May 

2020. This is the highest across the three regions. 

In the same period, the central region has 

registered 18 percent increment, while the 

northern region has recorded a 6  percent. 
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At the regional level, the central region 

registered 47 percent of households having access 

to various farm inputs in July and this was higher 

than the southern region (46.5 percent) and 

northern region (46 percent).  

Trend analysis indicates that there has been a 

downward trajectory in the proportion of 

households with access to various farm inputs in 

the southern region, while in the Northern Region 

a steady increase has been recorded.  

Figure 2: Proportion of households with access to various farm inputs 

Table 1: Proportion of households relying on purchase as the main source of food  



ACCESS TO VARIOUS FARM INPUTS  

In the period under review, access to seeds has been on an upward trend increasing from 25 percent in May to 33 percent in 

July. Additionally, access to fertilizer has also been on an upward trend increasing from 11 percent to 22 percent while access 

to crop chemical increased from 13 percent to 19 percent. The increased access to the above inputs would be mainly 

attributed to the winter-season farming that is ongoing. In the same period, access to storage equipment has recorded a 

downward trajectory decreasing from 58 percent in May to the current estimate of  41 percent in July.  

Figure 3: Access to various farm inputs 
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LIVESTOCK DISEASES 

Ownership of livestock including poultry 

has dropped by 2 percent in the month of 

July compared with the month of June. 

The month of June had also recorded a 4 

percent drop compared with the month 

of May. Overall, comparing May and July, 

there has been a 6 percent drop in the 

proportion of households that own any 

type of livestock. decreasing from 60 

percent in May to 54 percent in July.  

 

Comparison by district, indicates that 

the northern region districts of Mzimba, 

Chitipa and Nkhata Bay continue to 

record the highest proportion of 

households that own any type of 

livestock.  The drop in households owning 

any form of livestock could be as a result 

of increased outbreak of livestock 

diseases and this will be the case 

especially in the next few months when 

the temperatures continue to rise. In the 

month of July, approximately one in 

every five households that owned any 

type of livestock reported some 

suspected livestock diseases. This was not 

different from the months of May and 

Jun.  

Figure 4: Proportion of households with access to veterinary extension services at a regional scale 

Access to livestock veterinary extension services, continues to be low in the 

target districts. In the month of July,  16 percent of the households which owned 

any type of livestock including poultry had access to livestock veterinary extension 

services, and this was a 2 percentage drop compared with the month of June. At 

the region level, access to the services in July were slightly higher in the southern 

region, followed by the central region and finally the northern region (Figure 4).   



COVID-19 RAPID RESPONSE 

The most reported livestock disease in the month of July was newcastle disease reported by approximately 41 percent of the 

households that owned livestock including poultry. This was a 5 percent increase compared with June 2020. Additionally, the 

prevalence of newcastle disease has been on an upward trend since May, increasing from 32 percent to the current estimate 

of 41 percent. In the same period, the prevalence of mange disease has also increased from 6 percent in May to the current 

estimate of 10 percent in July.  

LIVESTOCK DISEASES PREVALENCE 

EmA- FSS  [May-July 2020 Highlights] 

On 20 July, the Ministry of Agriculture announced a suspected outbreak of epizootic ulcerative syndrome (EUS) in Mchinji 
district which is suspected to have originated from Dambo village in Mlonyeni Extension Planning Area (EPA).  

COPING STRATEGY INDEX 

Reduced Coping Strategy Index (rCSI) is being 
used to assess the use of the five1 food 
consumption-based coping strategies during the 
seven days preceding the assessment. The rCSI 
score has been categorized based on the 
Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) thresholds2, 
with Phase 3 being of greater concern as it 
indicates the proportion of households adopting 
extremely negative coping mechanism.  

The median rCSI continues to be on slight 

upward trend with the month of July recording 

an estimate of 15.3 having increased slightly 

from 14.8 in the month of June. In May, the 

medium rCSI was estimated as 14.6. Similarly, 

the mean rCSI has recorded a marginal increase 

in July with the estimate being 16.7 up from 

16.3 in June and 16.1 in May.  

On the rCSI categorization, there has been a 
steady upward trend on the proportion of 
households classified as Phase 3 increasing from 
12.9 percent in May to the current estimate of 
13.9 percent in July.  

FISHERIES DISEASES 

 Temporary suspension of transportation and selling of 
live or dead fish around the affected areas. 

 Suspension of fishing from the infected rivers and 
dams.  

 Avoid use of same fishing equipment used in the 
infected waters to other water bodies. 

 Avoid carrying water from the infected rivers and fish 
ponds to other water bodies. 

 Drain the infected ponds and let them dry with 
sunlight or add lime on the surface of drained ponds to 
kill the fungi that causes this disease. 

  Avoid eating the sick fish to prevent people from 
suffering from other diseases like diarrhea. 

Preliminary investigations conducted so far indicate that the 
disease has affected almost the entire district of Mchinji and that 
an infinite number of fish is at a high risk of being attacked. 
Samples are currently under analysis for further detailed 
investigations to establish the magnitude of spread and to map 
the extent of the problem.  

In conformity with the Control and Animal Diseases Act (Cap 

66:02), and the World Animal Health organization guidelines. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has instituted the following 

measures within and around Mchinji district:  

As highlighted, the proportion of households classified as Phase 3 of the rCSI is estimated at 14 percent and this is not 

significantly different from the estimate of 17 percent recorded by the MVAC/WFP for the same month of July. 
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Map 2: Percentage of households in Phase  3 of the reduced Coping Strategy  Index (rCSI)  
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1(1) Rely on less preferred and less expensive foods; (2) Borrow food, or rely on help from a 

friend or relative; (3) Limit portion size at mealtimes; (4) Restrict consumption by adults in 

order for small children to eat; and (5) Reduce number of meals eaten in a day? 

2Phase 1: 0–3; Phase 2: 4–18 and Phase 3: >=19  

District level analysis indicate that  Phalombe, Mulanje, Chikwawa and 
Nkhotakota are the most affected districts with over 20 percent of the 
households classified as Phase 3 in July. 
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 Table 2: Average Price of Maize in Malawi Kwacha per Kilogram  

 For Further Information Contact:  

MoA : (PS MoA: ericamaganga@yahoo.com or Acting Director, DAPS: rmusopolep@gmail.com)   

FAO: (FAOR: Zhijun.Chen@fao.org or Deputy FAOR: James.Okoth@fao.org)  

COPING STRATEGY INDEX - AT THE REGIONAL LEVEL 

The southern region has recorded the highest increase from 15.4 percent in May to 20.3 percent in July. On the other end, 

there has been a downward trend in the proportion of households classified as Phase 3 in the northern region decreasing from 

11.6 percent in May to 7.3 percent in July. Comparing with the MVAC/WFP estimates at the regional level, the results are 

comparable with MVAC/WFP estimating the proportion in Phase 3 or above as 18 percent in the southern region. The same 

results also show the southern region recording the highest proportion of households in Phase 3 followed by the central region 

and then the northern region.   

Further comparison with 2019 for the 

same target districts based on the 

analysis from MVAC/WFP, there is a 7 

percent drop in the proportion of 

households classified as Phase 3 of rCSI, 

decreasing from 21 percent in July 2019 

to 14 percent in July 2020.  

At the regional level, there has been a 4 

percentage drop from 24 percent in Jul 

2019 to 20 percent in July 2020 in the 

southern region. Central and northern 

regions have recorded an 11 

percentage drop in the same period.  

Figure 5: Proportion of households in Phase 3 of the reduced Coping Strategy  Index (rCSI)  at a regional scale 

MARKET FUNCTIONALITY AND MAIZE PRICES 

The southern region continues to record the highest price of maize per kilogram estimated as MK 186.25/kg and this has been 

on an upward trend since May increasing from an average of MK 172.96/kg/. On the other hand, the price of maize is lowest in 

the central region with the estimate for July being MK 147.73/kg compared with June when the estimate was MK 150.98/kg. 

Table 2 below presents the estimated average price of maize per districts since May 2020.  

The sampled markets have remained functional and 

operational within the period under review, with the 

proportion of operational markets ranging between 

98 and 100 percent indicative of near universal 

functionality. Availability of various food items in 

the market such as maize, groundnuts, beans have 

been on a steady increase since May 2020.  

In July 2020, the price of maize recorded a 4 percent 

increase with one kilogram of maize trading at an 

average of MK 169.04 /kg compared with June when 

the price was MK 162.92/kg. The average price of 

maize per kilogram in July was not significantly 

different from what other actors have established, 

particularly IFPRI which established an average price 

of MK 173/kg in the month of July (IFPRI Malawi 

monthly maize market report, July 2020). 

Comparison with the same month in 2019, there 

was a 14 percent drop in the price of maize 

decreasing from MK 193 /kg (IFPRI Malawi monthly 

maize market report, July 2019). 


