
With the exponential increase in COVID-19 cases globally in the first 
quarter of 2020, nearly all countries have implemented various contain-
ment measures to curb its spread. The Government of Malawi declared 
a State of Disaster on 20 March 2020 and various preventive measures 
were put in place including: closure of all learning institutions, re-
stricting public gatherings, suspension of international travel, re-
strictions on various market activities including limiting the timing. Giv-
en the restrictions and measures to curb the spread of COVID-19, it has 
been projected that this will have a significant impact on agriculture 
and food supply chains.  

To monitor the situation during this period, the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food Security (MoAFS) through the Department of Agriculture 
Planning Services (DAPS) with technical and financial support from the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) set up 
an Emergency Agriculture and Food Security National Surveillance Sys-
tem (EmA-FSS) in the last week of April 2020. The EmA-FSS comple-
ments other existing national systems by MoAFS and focuses on real 
time information generation of rapid indicators on weekly basis to help 
track the evolving dynamics in the country.  

INTRODUCTION 
OBJECTIVE 

The main objective of EmA -FSS is to provide 

weekly data on key agriculture and food           

security information for monitoring, planning 

and evidence based decision -making. The   

following are the specific objectives:  

 to monitor trends of market functionality and 
availability of various food items in the markets; 

 to monitor post-harvest loss both at the          
household and produce market levels ; 

 to monitor the main source of food and              
income/livelihood at the household level; 

 to monitor suspected livestock diseases at the 
household level, and; 

 to monitor access to veterinary extension             
services. 

To monitor the above, few indicators at the market and household levels are being tracked on weekly basis and they include:  

 Percentage of households reporting any form of post-harvest losses 

 Percentage of households whose main source of food is from own production 

 Percentage of households whose main source of food is purchase  

 Percentage of households reporting suspected livestock diseases  

 Percentage of households reporting access to livestock veterinary services  

 Reduced coping strategy index 

 Percentage of markets functional  
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS:  

 About 90 percent of the households produced maize, the production of groundnuts, vegetables and fruits remained 

low; with no major change across the weeks. 

 Nearly 45 percent of households which produced maize have reported some form of post-harvest loss attributed by 

pests, untimely harvest, lack of storage and lack of labor supply in that order 

 Own production remains the major source of food consumed at household level, and this has increased in week 2 

compared to week 1. In addition, significant variations have been recorded across the districts with Chikwawa re-

cording the highest percentage of households relying on purchase as the main source of food. 

 Nearly all the sampled markets are functional and operating normally, with most of the crop produce available in the 

market. Maize produce in the market has increased slightly from 69 percent in week one to 74 percent in week two. 

 The average price of maize per kilogram has slightly dropped from MK 161.1 in week one to MK 157.5 in week two 
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1. CROP PRODUCTION/HARVESTING AND POST-HARVEST LOSSES 
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RESULTS 
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April/May is the main harvesting season in         
Malawi, for maize, which is the main cereal. 
Results indicate that by the 1st week of May, 
88.9 percent of households had  harvested 
maize, and no difference was recorded in the 
2nd week. On the production of groundnuts, 
29.7 percent of the households had produced 
the item, and no significant change was record-
ed in the 2nd week of May. Vegetable produc-
tion at the household level dropped from 33.4 
percent to 30.7 percent; while fruit production 
also decreased from 34.7 percent to 31.8 per-
cent . Overall, only about a third of the house-
holds sampled produced perishables including 
vegetables and fruits.  

Chikwawa recorded the lowest percentage of 
households that produced maize. In both 
weeks, production of vegetables was highest in 
Chitipa and Mzimba districts, and lowest in 
Nkhotakota and Mangochi districts (Table 1) 

WK1 (27th Apr- 3rd May) WK2 (4th - 10th May) 

Figure 1: Percentage of households that produced Maize, Groundnuts, Vegetables and Fruits  

Data is being collected from 18 districts which have been selected taking into consideration various 

factors such as livelihood zones. The selected districts include Chitipa, Karonga, Dedza, Kasungu, 

Thyolo, Chiradzulu, Mchinji, Ntcheu, Chikwawa, Mzimba, Salima, Nkhata Bay, Mangochi, Zomba, 

Nkhotakota, Mulanje, Phalombe and Mwanza.   

In each of the 18 districts, nine sections have been sampled where three villages and at most three 

markets are being monitored in each section. Thus, in each district 27 villages and markets are being 

monitored. At the village level, ten households are being selected randomly on a weekly basis. The 

villages and markets were sampled in late April and will be tracked for the next four months. 

Data collection is being implemented by Agricultural Extension Development Officers (AEDOs),          

electronically, using Kobo Collect Application. All COVID-19 measures are being observed during the 

data collection including social distancing when administering interviews, use of face masks and 

hand-sanitizers by the AEDOs, among others.  

METHODOLOGY 

 

Table 1: Percentage of households that produced different crops by district 
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2. MAIN SOURCE OF FOOD 

During the reference period, the main source of 

food among the households was from own          

production reported by over 70 percent of the 

sampled households. Slight changes were         

observed in week 2 compared to week 1 on both 

indicators. While there was a 2 percent incre-

ment on own production as the main source of 

food, there was also a 1.5 percent drop in the 

percentage of households whose main source of 

food was purchase (Figure 3). 

Figure 3: Main source of food consumed in the household 

3. LIVESTOCK INDICATORS 

Notable variations among districts were observed with Chikwawa reporting about 60 percent of the households relying on  
purchase as the main source of food, while Karonga and Mulanje had approximately 40 percent of the households relying on 
purchase. On the other hand, Mwanza, Ntcheu and Chiradzulu had the highest proportion of households which was relying on 
own production.  

Figure 2: Percentage household reporting some level of post-harvest loss (from HHs that had produced) 

In week 1 (27th – 3rd May), 22.2 percent of the            

households who own livestock reported some 

suspected livestock diseases, and not much 

difference was observed in week 2.  

At the district level, slight variation in reported 

suspected livestock diseases was noted as            

presented in Table 2. The most common               

suspected livestock disease reported in both 

weeks was Newcastle disease. 

Similarly, of the households which owned any 

form of livestock, 17 percent of them in week 1 

had accessed livestock veterinary extension         

services, while a slight decrease of 1 percent 

was recorded in week 2. Variations across the                

districts is presented in Table 2. 

ON POST-HARVEST LOSSES, 45.2 percent 
of the households reported some form1 of 
post-harvest loss in maize, and a slight  de-
cline was noted in week 2; where 43.4 per-
cent of the households reported some form 
of post-harvest loss. However, there was a 
slight increase in percentage of households 
reporting some form of post-harvest loss in 
groundnuts from 41.8 percent in week 1, to 
44.3 percent in week 2. In both weeks, the 
main reasons for post-harvest losses includ-
ed pests, untimely harvest, lack of storage 
and lack of labor supply in that order. 

Table 2: Livestock diseases and access to veterinary services  

1Forms of Post-Harvest loss: Less than half crop produce 
damaged; about half; more than half; and practically all crop 
produce damaged. 



4. MARKET ANALYSIS 
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In the reference period, 99 percent of the 

markets sampled were functional and           

operating normally with no restrictions. In 

week 1, 69.3 percent of the markets               

reported availability of maize, and in the            

subsequent week, this  increased to 76.1 per-

cent.  

On availability of groundnuts, 65.1 percent of 

the markets reported availability while and 

this slightly decreased in week 2.  

Further, 85.4 percent of the markets                

reported  availability of vegetables and there 

was a slight decline in week 2 when 83.2 per-

cent of the markets reported availability of 

vegetables.  

Figure 4: Availability of various items in the market (some availability) 

In the week of 27th – 3rd May 2020, the average price of maize per kilogram was MK 161.20, and a slight drop was recorded in 
the week of 4th – 10th May, when a kilogram of maize was trading at MK 157.50. At the district level, Chikwawa recorded the 
highest price of maize per kilogram at MK 202.30 followed by Chitipa at MK 201.10. On the other hand, the lowest price of 
maize was recorded in Kasungu with a kilogram trading at MK 114.30. 
 
In the same period, the average price of groundnuts per kilogram was MK 615.10 in the week of 27th – 3rd May, while a slight 

decrease was recorded in the week of 4th – 10th May when a kilogram of ground nuts was trading at MK594.60. The price of 

Irish Potatoes also recorded a slight decrease if you compared the two weeks, and the same trend was observed on the price 

of beef. Variation by district is presented in Table 3. 

Table 3: Average price in MK of various commodities at the market   

For further information contact:  

MoAFS : (PS MoAFS: graykatopola@gmail.com or Acting Director, DAPS: rmusopolep@gmail.com)   

FAO: (FAOR: Zhijun.Chen@fao.org or Deputy FAOR: James.Okoth@fao.org)  


