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PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEW FUNDING REQUESTEDIMPACT

226,000 US$14.2million

MONGOLIA*

people affected
In 2015 to 2016 Mongolia experienced a dzud; this is a weather event 
that is unique to Mongolia and is when a very hot, dry summer is 
followed by an extremely harsh winter. This placed significant strain on 
already vulnerable herder households of Mongolia, and since January, 
1.1 million of the total 56 million national livestock have perished, 
affecting 41 per cent of the population who rely on livestock for their 
main source of food and cash.
Partners are now beginning to implement early recovery activities and 
to address medium-term priorities linked to El Niño and climate change 
impacts. 
In anticipation of further extreme weather cycles, investment in longer-
term preparedness and resilience-building measures are critical to 
manage the impact of climate change including desertification and the 
potential for water scarcity. 
The National Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) has 
officially declared the winter dzud over, however conditions remain 
uncharacteristic with frequent temperature variation, low precipitation, 
and further dry weather anticipated.

Most Affected Areas: 
Arkhangai, Bayankhongor, 
Dundgobi, Sukhbaatar, Uvs and 
Zavkhan provinces  

* While emergence of a dzud (summer drought 
followed by harsh winter) does not depend 
on El Niño, it has often been observed in El 
Niño years with greater intensity and climate 
variability.

Ulaanbaatar

45%

affected areas

FUNDING RECEIVED

US$6.4 million

SITUATION OVERVIEW

PALAU

Substantial recent rainfall has allowed Palau’s Public Utilities 
Corporation (PPUC) to resume 24-hour water services. However, 
water levels will continue to be closely monitored and the public is still 
being advised to conserve water.  
Food shortages and the need for food assistance could become an 
issue if damage to plants and fruits is irreversible.
For the outlying islands rainfall will most likely continue to be below 
normal for the next one or two months.

FUNDING REQUESTED

US$3.2 million
Koror FUNDING RECEIVED

US$2million

63%

The ongoing humanitarian impact of extreme weather events caused by El Niño, which began in 2015, are likely to continue in many cases in the Asia-Pacific region until the third quarter of 2016. While 
emergency needs in many countries are waning due to recent rainfalls, in many areas longer-term engagement, in particular around resilience and early recovery is still needed. 
In many countries in Asia-Pacific, extended water shortages and prolonged lean seasons due to drought, coupled with underlying poor nutrition outcomes and widespread poverty, have led to the need for 
WASH, Food Security (incl. agriculture), Nutrition, Health and Early Recovery interventions. El Niño has also increased vulnerabilities in some countries with limited preparedness and response capacity, and 
has placed vulnerable groups, including women, girls, people living with a disability and the elderly, at increased risk of violence, discrimination and exclusion from basic services.  More needs to be done by 
Governments, humanitarian and development partners alike to mitigate future risks. At the regional level humanitarian partners are coordinating to ensure effective strategic planning, including on specific 
issues such as population movements and gender-specific needs that may be influenced by El Niño and La Niña.
This overview highlights the on-going response, needs and challenges in the Asia-Pacific region as a result of El Niño.
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PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEW

FUNDING RECEIVED

FUNDING REQUESTEDIMPACT

1.5 million

180,000
US$13.9million

US$37.6million

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

people affected

people at risk of 
extreme food shortages

Increased rainfall during the past several months is 
beginning to ease the drought situation in most parts of the 
country. However, severe food and water insecurity persists 
in remote and isolated areas. 
An estimated 180,000 people remain in urgent need of food 
assistance. Access to affected areas remains difficult due to 
the physical terrain and recent flooding. 
The Government of PNG has led response efforts since 
September 2015 to address to food needs brought about 
by the drought. Humanitarian partners implemented 
complementary activities in various sectors such as WASH, 
agricultural recovery, health and education. 
The response continues to be constrained by resources, with 
core activities such as food assistance, agricultural and early 
recovery remaining underfunded.

Affected Areas: Remote 
Western Province, high-altitude 
locations in Enga and Hela 
Provinces, and Milne Bay 
Province. 

Port
Moresby

affected areas

PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEW FUNDING REQUESTEDIMPACT

21,000 US$8.9million

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

people affected
A State of Emergency remains in force as a result of El Niño-
induced drought. 
RMI has been hit by an outbreak of conjunctivitis or pink eye 
with hundreds of cases reported on Majuro, linked with the 
five-month El Nino-induced drought 
Food security is emerging as a humanitarian concern with 
the impacts on agriculture being severe. Food baskets are 
being prepared for distribution to thousands of people of the 
outer islands.   

Majuro

51%

FUNDING RECEIVED

US$4.5million

Affected Areas: Outer islands 
are most seriously affected 
however impacts are also being 
felt in the main centre of Majuro.
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PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEW FUNDING REQUESTEDFUNDING REQUESTED

FUNDING RECEIVED

IMPACT

400,000
120,000 US$25millionUS$25million

US$1.1million

TIMOR-LESTE

people at risk

people affected

El Niño-induced drought continues to severely affect 
120,000 people across four municipalities and the country’s 
Special Economic Zone (SEZ). 
In support of the Government, humanitarian partners have 
provided assistance in the areas of food security, nutrition 
and livelihoods, WASH, health, and DRR for periods ranging 
from six to 12 months. 
With the increased frequency of erratic weather patterns and 
the impact of climate change, the need for activities aimed at 
increasing social awareness and local coping mechanisms 
should be prioritised.  
The HCT will continue assessing the impacts of and respond 
to El Niño-induced drought. Contingency plans will be 
updated for La Niña and El Niño.

Affected Areas: Lautem, 
Viqueque, Baucau, Covalima 
and Oecusse (SEZ)

Dili

affected areas

PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEW FUNDING REQUESTEDIMPACT

2 million

400,000
US$48.5million

VIETNAM

people affected

people at risk from 
water-bourne diseases

The impact of the El Niño phenomenon has left parts of Viet 
Nam suffering the most severe drought in more than 60 
years. 
About 35 per cent of the country is currently drought 
affected, with 18 provinces having declared a state of 
emergency.
The cost of purchased water in some affected areas 
has risen more than tenfold, beyond the reach of poor 
households.  
Crop damage in drought-affected districts varies between 60 
to 90 per cent of planted crops.Affected Areas: Central 

Highlands, South Central and 
Mekong Delta regions

Hanoi

16%

affected
areas

FUNDING RECEIVED

US$7.8million

Creation date: 06 June 2016
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (ROAP):     www.unocha.org/roap     ocha-roap@un.org     www.unocha.org/el-nino-asia-pacific                     
Regional Office for the Pacific (ROP):     www.unocha.org/rop     ochapacific@un.org          www.unocha.org/el-nino-pacific      

4%



ASIA-PACIFIC REGION: Overview of El Niño Impact and Responses (as of June 2016) IASC Regional Network for Asia-Pacific

PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEWIMPACT

100,000

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA

people affected
States of Emergency remain in force in all four states as a result of drought. 
The main island of Yap and its outlying islands, and the Chuuk Northwest region are in severe, extreme or 
exceptional drought. 
Yap State is currently providing food assistance to residents of the outlying islands. There is no request for 
international assistance with needs being met internally. 
Decreased rainfall may lead to a thinning of the water lens (groundwater) and the drying up of aquifers, allowing 
seawater intrusion into agricultural fields thus rendering them unproductive.

Affected Areas: Main island of Yap and its outlying 
islands/atolls; Chuuk Northwest region

Palikir

PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEWIMPACT

40%

FIJI

of the population 
affected

Recent flooding washed away up to 80 per cent of the replacement seeds and seedlings planted after Cyclone 
Winston in some areas and has exacerbated other vulnerabilities, with pregnant and lactating women, as well as 
young children, particularly vulnerable to malnutrition.
Many of the areas hit hardest by the El Niño-fueled cyclone were those that had previously been struggling with El 
Niño-related water shortages, that had threatened local resilience. 
While the current El Niño is deteriorating, its impact on Fiji is expected to continue to be felt throughout most of 2016. 
Recent rainfall has eased the short-term water deficiencies over many parts of the country however longer-term 
deficiencies are expected in most areas as the country heads into the traditional dry season. Below average rainfall 
is predicted through June to August of this year. In the past, the effects of El Niño on Fiji’s rainfall have been more 
pronounced a year after the event has established. Therefore, a return to drier conditions towards second quarter of 
2016 remains a possibility.

Affected Areas: West and North of the main island of 
Viti Levu. 

Suva

PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEWIMPACT

22 million

1.2million

INDONESIA

people at risk

people in need

Some 84 districts in 10 Indonesian provinces were affected by drought due to El Niño. Effects included droughts that 
intensified the forest and peat land fires, burning 2.6 million hectares of forest and agricultural land.  
An increasing number of households are falling below the poverty line due to harvest failures, loss or reduction in 
income and rising prices of food. An estimated 1.2 million people who are reliant on rainfall for food production, 
particularly in the eastern provinces of Indonesia, continue to need humanitarian assistance.
While the drought conditions have mostly subsided, the long-term impact of El Niño is yet to be assessed and poor 
households may take several years to fully recover from this disaster shock. 
Local authorities continue to lead the El Niño response with support from national and international agencies.
With the advent of rains, drought conditions are expected to end. The El Niño Focus Group and Humanitarian 
Country Team will monitor the probability of La Niña induced floods, forest fires and haze for the next few months.Affected Areas: 38 districts worst-affected by drought, including Eastern Indonesia 

(Nusa Tenggara Timur, Papua and Maluku). Kalimantan and Sumatra worst affected 
by drought-induced fire and haze.

Jakarta

affected areas
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PRIORITY NEEDS

SITUATION OVERVIEWIMPACT

3.5 million

15.9 million

PHILIPPINES

people affected

people at risk

In the Philippines,16 provinces, 65 municipalities and six cities are under state of calamity due to El Niño, with needs 
in Mindanao most acute.
Food insecurity in Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) is reported to have increased from 3 per cent in 
2015 to 22 per cent at present. 
Farmers affected by El Niño are likely to become increasingly vulnerable with the potential onset of La Niña. Further 
assistance should therefore be geared towards preparing the communities to mitigate the impact of La Niña.
Above-normal rainfall and strong typhoons are expected in late 2016. According to the Philippine Atmospheric 
Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA), between 8 to 17 tropical cyclones may develop 
in or enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility from June to October 2016. Dry conditions are expected to persist in 
parts of Mindanao and the western Philippines until July as El Niño weakens. 

Affected Areas: Mindanao 
Region.  Maguindanao and 
Lanao del Sur provinces in 
ARMM, Davao del Sur in Region 
XI, Sarangani and Sultan Kudarat 
provinces in Region XII

Manila

affected areas

SITUATION OVERVIEW

VANUATU

Vanuatu has been grappling with drought since mid-2015 with many of the affected areas being the same as those that were hit by Category 5 Cyclone Pam in March 2015, thus 
reducing communities’ resilience to further shocks.  
Reasonable rain over recent months has eased water concerns across of the country but food security remains an ongoing issue in some areas. As Vanuatu is moving into its 
traditional dry season, there are still concerns that food gardens may not be able to supply sufficient produce to keep all areas and populations appropriately fed later this year.  
The Government will closely monitor the food and water security situation over the coming months.
The country’s Climate Change Department is now forecasting neutral ENSO conditions.

Port-Vila

Affected Areas: The areas 
worst impacted are those hit 
hardest by TC Pam in 2015. 
Pentecost in Panama Province 
and Tanna Island are at risk 
from ongoing food/water 
security issues.
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