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The unfolding El Niño event is predicted by climate models to be a major 
event, possibly one of the strongest ever recorded

 High risk of  severe drought  in  PNG, 
Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New 
Caledonia, Samoa, Niue and Cook 
Island, Northern Marianas and Guam, 
FSM and Marshall Islands. Drought 
warnings are already in force in Tonga  
and Fiji  while an advisory has been 
issued for Palau. 

 There is an elevated risk of intense 
cyclones, potentially early start and 
late �nish of the cyclone season, and 
an elevated likelihood of cyclones 
particularly in Niue, Samoa and Cook 
Islands (east of Tonga).

TEMPERATURES
as of 24 May, tropical 

Paci�c sea surface 
temperatures (SST) were 

above the El Niño 
threshold of +0.8C

El Niño is an abnormal warming of 
surface ocean waters in the 

eastern tropical Paci�c. It can have 
profound e�ects on weather 

patterns around the world. El Niño 
tends to happen every three to 

seven years.

Drought

Cyclones
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Signs of an El Niño
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Patterns of global weather associated with a 
powerful El Niño.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN 
FOR THE PACIFIC?

Above normal rainfall is expected in 
Kiribati between June and August 2015

Increased rainfall

Diseases

Increased risk of disease by extreme  
weather events including �oods and 
droughts that can precipitate 
outbreak of  diseases including 
diarrhea, leptospirosis, typhoid, by 
exposure to contaminated water or 
decreased hygiene due to water 
shortages; and increased vector borne 
diseases including dengue, chikungu-
nya and Zika virus due to increase 
mosquito vectors and increased 
temperatures that can enhance 
reproduction and transmission of 
these viruses.

2015 El Niño is likely to surpass that experienced in 1997-1998

Drought likely to occur

Drought warning issued

Drought advisory issued

22     dead
10,000  displaced

52,000   people affected

Three days of heavy rain caused
severe flash floods in early April.  
Over 50,000 people were affected
in Honiara and Guadalcanal

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Flash
Floods

   10 %   population affected

10     dead
149  displaced

20,000     people affected

Tropical Cyclone Lusi passed 
over as a Category 2 system 
between 10 to 13 March 2014  

VANUATU

Cyclone
Lusi

    10 %  population affected

940  displaced

1,730    people affected

On 3 March 2014, king tides 
inundated Majuro Atoll and some
of the outer islands, including 
Arno Atoll, Mili Atoll and Kili Island

MARSHALL ISLANDS

King
Tides

   3 %   population affected

Vanuatu
Cyclone Lusi

Marshall Islands
King Tides

Palau
Typhoon Haiyan

Solomon Islands
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Tonga
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Funding Requirements (in million US$)
by Country/Disaster
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El Niño in the Pacific  (as of 25 June 2015)

WHAT IS El NIÑO 

months to  years

LENGTH OF EL NIÑO EVENTS

1997-1998

2
STRONGEST EL NIÑO ON RECORD

WARNING !


