
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Numbers 
 

106,419   Vulnerable households at risk of 

becoming food Insecure due to drought. 

38,064 Households in moderate or severe food 

insecurity. 

US$ 7.7 m six months (August 2018 – January 

2019) net funding requirements, representing 

8% of total   

17,765 people assisted  

July, 2018 
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Operational Context 

El Salvador is the most densely populated country in Central 

America. 35 percent of households live in multidimensional 

poverty (STPP, Multidimensional Measurement of Poverty) and 

the proportion of households living in income poverty 

increased from 29.6 percent in 2013 to 31.9 percent in 2014 

(National Household Survey, 2014), which is reflected by a Gini 

coefficient of 0.48. 

 

El Salvador is vulnerable to recurrent natural disasters that 

impede progress in addressing poverty and food insecurity. 

The country is ranked 14th in the Global Climate Risk Index 

(Germanwatch, 2016).  El Salvador is currently the second 

most violent country in the western hemisphere, with 3,947 

homicides in 2017, corresponding to a homicide rate of 60 per 

100,000 inhabitants (Insight Crime, 2017). 

 

WFP El Salvador strengthens government  capacity by i) 

improving the social protection of vulnerable population 

groups through food security and nutrition interventions; ii) 

mitigating disaster risk ; and iii) strengthening small farmers 

climate adaptation and development of related markets.  

 

WFP has been present in El Salvador since 1971.  

 

2016 Human Development Index: 117 

out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 14% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 6.4 million 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Operational Updates 

• The WFP country director Andrew Stanhope and 

Erik Kristensen, delegate of the European Union in 

El Salvador, inaugurated the community 

composting plant El Tizate, built as part of the El 

Niño response in the Dry Corridor of Central 

America. The plant will benefit 161 families with 

highly efficient organic fertilizer, to be used as soil 

conditioner, natural pesticide, erosion control, with 

many other benefits for the ecosystem. The 

coordinator for the Eastern area of the country of 

the Ministry of Natural Resources as well as the 

mayor of the Joateca municipality were involved in 

the project and present at the event.   

• Two associations of smallholder farmers exported a 

second container of 20 tons of Salvadoran red 

beans to the United States. This indicates the 

success of WFP supported farmers organizations.  

• The Government of El Salvador, the German 

development cooperation and WFP started the 

“Building Resilience in Communities in the Western 

Region of the Dry Corridor of El Salvador” project, 

which support 5,000 beneficiaries through 

livelihoods recovery activities and improve 

resilience to climate change.  

• FUNDEMAS (Corporate Foundation for Social 

Action) and WFP signed an agreement to create a 

local branch of the RE-SUN (Enterprise Network for 

Scaling up Nutrition) movement. At the 

inauguration event both institutions called for civil 

society, donors, enterprises, researchers, and UN 

agencies to join this initiative and embrace 

nutrition-sensitive approaches to tackle all forms of 

malnutrition. The event was part of the corporate 

social responsibility week and will be included in the 

Government’s National Nutrition Strategy. This 

initiative is supported by a multi-stakeholder 

platform representing all sectors involved in 

nutrition-sensitive approaches addressing 

underlying causes of malnutrition in El Salvador. 

Contact info: Marco Selva, marco.selva@wfp.org (Deputy Country Director) 
Country Director: Andrew Stanhope 
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/el-salvador 
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Monitoring innovation 

• The Monitoring and Evaluation unit is designing 

a Complaints and Feedback Mechanism to 

support all WFP activities under the Country 

Strategic Plan. People assisted will have the 

possibility to communicate with WFP dedicated 

staff using SMS, calls and WhatsApp. This will 

generate a customized report for each WFP unit 

and activity manager. Building a mechanism for 

the entire operation is a logistical challenge, yet 

it leads to cost effective and efficient 

implementation and transparency of assistance 

in targeted communities.  

Challenges 

• In July, the Government declared an emergency 

due to the severe drought in June that affected 

143 of 262 municipalities, 87 of them in the 

country’s Dry Corridor. According to the 

Government, 20,000 hectares of maize were 

completely lost, and another 23,000 were 

partially affected. Total losses of maize are 

estimated at 2 million quintals, representing the 

produce of 77,000 smallholder subsistence 

farmers. WFP is working with the National 

Council of Food Security (CONASAN), MOA, 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 

(MARN) and other related UN agencies to 

prepare assessments and plan for an integrated 

assistance.     

• Limited funding constraints WFP short and long-

term, the shortfall for the next six months is 

estimated at USD 9.5 m. Activities to promote 

access to effective, productive and nutrition-

sensitive social protection (Strategic outcome 1) 

are extremely important and require immediate 

funding.   

• Insecurity remains a major concern for WFP 

activities in the rural areas. Populations in these 

high-risk areas are living in extreme poverty and 

vulnerability. The number of incidents related to 

gang activities has increased throughout the 

year. These events have blocked several planned 

activities may put in danger either the people we 

work with or our field staff. Preventive measures 

such as maintaining close communication with 

local authorities and beneficiaries have become 

necessary when visiting the communities. 

Donors 

SO1 Private sector donors, Astellas USA Foundation. S03 Italy, 

EuropeAid (EU), KOIKA. SO4 Canada, SRAC. 

WFP Country Strategy  

Country Strategic Plan (2017-2021) 

Total Requirement 
(in USD) 

Allocated 
Contributions (in USD) 

Six Month Net Funding 
Requirements (in USD) 

88.5 m 11.08 m 7.7 m 

Strategic Result 2: No one suffers from malnutrition 

Strategic Outcome 1: The most vulnerable households have access to 

effective, productive and nutrition-sensitive social protection by 2021 

Focus area:  Root causes 

Activities:  

1. Provide technical assistance to the social protection system 

2. Complement government transfers to pregnant and lactating women, and 

children under 2 

3. Support government transfers to adolescents and young women and 

men. 

Strategic Result 3:  Smallholders have improved food security and 

nutrition through improve productivity and incomes. 

Strategic Outcome 2: Food-insecure smallholder farmers and their 

organizations in El Salvador sustainably increase their productivity and 

income by 2021. 

Focus area: Resilience Building. 

Activities:  

4. Provide technical assistance to the Ministry of Agriculture and its 

agricultural extension body CENTA. 

5. Strengthen the production, management and marketing capacities of 

food-insecure smallholder farmers and their organizations. 

Strategic Result 4:  Food systems are sustainable 

Strategic Outcome 3: Targeted populations and communities in the most 

food-insecure areas have increased resilience to climate change by 2021 

Focus area:  Resilience Building. 

Activities:  

6. Support government capacity to assist the population in adapting to 

climate change. 

7. Empower smallholder farmers to adopt improved, sustainable 

agricultural practices. 

Strategic Result 4:  Everyone has access to food 

Strategic Outcome 4: Targeted people affected by rapid- and slow-onset 

disasters have access to food all year. 

Focus area:  Crisis Response 

Activities:  

8. Provide technical assistance to government institutions to strengthen 

emergency preparedness and response, including early warning and 

monitoring and evaluation systems for food security and nutrition. 

9. Complement government transfers to the most vulnerable households 

affected by disasters to facilitate relief and early recovery        

Strategic Result 5:  Developing countries have strengthened capacities to 

implement the SDGs. 

Strategic Outcome 5: National and subnational institutions have 

strengthened capacity to manage food security and nutrition policies and 

programmes by 2021. 

Focus area:  Root Causes 

Activities:  

10. Strengthen the capacity of CONASAN at the national and subnational 

levels. 

11. Share best practices and knowledge through South-South and triangular 

cooperation and the SUN Business Network 


