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Caption: A school girl in a rural community school receives 
rice as part of the conditional take home entitlement.  
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Highlights 

 WFP launched an awareness raising campaign on 

the Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO 200987) that started in 2017, in support of 

vulnerable Syrian refugees in Egypt. The 

campaign informs Syrians of the upcoming 

trainings and provides all necessary information to 

apply. 

 

 As part of gender mainstreaming activities, WFP 

organized a training to school feeding supervisors 

in the Ministry of Education on nutrition and food 

safety. The training included a session on 

complications of adolescent pregnancies and its 

danger on child health. 
 

 

 

 

Leveraging National 

Capacity through 

Partnerships for Food 

and Nutrition Security 

 
Country Programme 

200238  

(July 2013 - Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received    

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

168.5 m 
128.9 m 

(77%) 
- 

*February - July 2017 

WFP's operations in Egypt aim to save lives and protect 

livelihoods; enhance access to education and combat 

child labour through food assistance; and build resilience 

of vulnerable groups. 

WFP Egypt provides food assistance in the form of school 

snacks in public and community schools in 16 

governorates. Conditional incentives are provided in the 

form of take-home entitlements of rice and fortified 

vegetable oil or cash-based transfer (CBT) to the most 

vulnerable families of children whose school attendance 

reaches 80 percent or more.  

As part of enhancing access of children to school and 

creating a conducive learning and teaching environment, 

WFP, in coordination with the Ministry of Education and 

Directorates of Education, supported the physical 

upgrading of community schools. Since the project 

started in 2014, 555 schools were rehabilitated. 

WFP also provides training to teachers to improve their 

capacities and to enhance their roles in creating an 

attractive learning environment which helps reduce 

drop-out rates. Until February 2017, 3,292 teachers 

were trained. 

WFP’s Food Assistance for Assets supports vulnerable 

communities through the provision of training on 

agriculture, literacy, health, and nutrition. WFP provided 

training to enhance skills of participants in 

handicraft production, hygiene, and veterinary care. 

Rural women are particularly vulnerable as they are less 

likely to have access to basic education or to literacy 

programmes, due to limited income sources of their own. 

As a result, women were specifically targeted through 

the provision of ‘Get Ahead for Women in Enterprise’ 

training to design, implement and manage income-

generating activities. As of February 2017, 24,156 

women received ‘Get Ahead for Women in Enterprise’ 

training. 
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Through its climate change activities, WFP aims at 

enhancing livelihoods and building resilience to the effects 

of extreme weather shocks. Activities include, physical 

asset creation, community empowerment, awareness 

raising, and skills enhancement including vegetables and 

fruits plantation, pest control, as well as food storage and 

handling. 

 

Food Assistance to 

Vulnerable Syrian 

Populations 
 

Regional PRRO 200987 

(Jan 2017 – Dec. 2018) 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements (in 

USD)* 

80 m 5.5 m 

* March –August 2017, includes solid pledges and forecasts  
 

 

WFP supports Syrian refugees and Palestinian refugees 

from Syria through monthly CBT entitlements through 

electronic and paper vouchers. In February, WFP targeted 

75,798 vulnerable beneficiaries out of the total 117,591 

refugees currently officially registered by UNHCR, as of 31 

January 2017. 

In 2017, WFP is moving into a more resilience-

strengthening assistance modality with the Protracted 

Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200987, to achieve 

more sustainable and durable solutions through human 

capital and self-reliance support to vulnerable refugee and 

host communities. The PRRO provides general food 

distribution, nutrition support, vocational trainings, 

capacity enhancement and access to micro-credit 

schemes.  

 

 

In Numbers 
107,406 Children received fortified date bars in 

community schools in January  

75,356 Syrian refugees assisted in January  

Syrian Refugees 

Assisted  
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Donors 

Country Programme: Canada, Egypt, EU, Germany, Norway, USA and 
private sector donors   

PRRO 200987: USA, AUL, Dan, GFFO, Japan 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

108 out of 188 

Population: 91.5 million 

Operational Updates 
Awareness Campaign for the PRRO 200987: WFP 

launched an awareness raising campaign to vulnerable 

Syrian refugees to inform them about the upcoming 

activities under PRRO 200987. The campaign was launched 

on WFP’s dedicated Facebook page and on UNHCR’s social 

media platforms to inform Syrian refugees of the available 

trainings, trainings schedule, and how to apply. The 

application is available on the social media. WFP will receive 

the filled application via email, through its Facebook page, 

or in the field.  

Nutrition and Food Safety Training: WFP organized a 

training on nutrition and food safety to school feeding 

supervisors at the Minsitry of Education. The training is 

composed of four courses, each course is conducted in three 

days for 75 participants. To ensure gender is mainstreamed 

in the training, a session was held on the complications of 

adolescent pregnancies and its danger on child health. 

Wheat Harvest Season: The preparation of the harvest 

season of wheat is on-going. First indicators showed that 

there is a 25 percent increase in productivity in crops of 

WFP beneficiaries, in comparison to non-beneficiaries. This 

increase in productivity is the result of the new variety of 

heat tolerant crops that WFP introduced. 

The revolving micro-credit scheme: The ‘Building 

Resilient Food Security Systems to Benefit the Southern 

Egypt Region’ project started a new phase of the revolving 

micro-credit scheme in El-Awana village (Assiut 

Governorate), where 500 women received ducks as one of 

the activities that contribute to income diversification. The 

project aims at diversifying sources of income to support 

smallholders’ households safeguard their livelihoods against 

climate-induced crop losses.  

1,000 Days of Life Project: In preparation for the 1,000 

days of life project, WFP, in collaboration with the Ministry 

of Health and Population and Baseera, The Egyptian Center 

for Public Opinion Research, has conducted a Knowledge, 

Attitudes and Practices (KAP) survey in 500 households in 

Sohag governorate to assess the degree of awareness and 

usual practices of pregnant and lactating women. The 

project provides conditional CBT to improve the nutritional 

status of pregnant and nursing women and their infants 

within the first 1,000 days timeframe.  

 

Challenges 
Impact of economic reforms on the poorest and most 

vulnerable populations: Starting in July 2016, the 

Egyptian Government has implemented a series of 

economic reforms as a requirement to receive a loan by the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) of USD 12 billion. The 

reforms include the revision of the electricity subsidies, the 

transition from the sales taxes to the value-added taxes, 

the floating of the Egyptian currency, and a partial lift of the 

fuel subsidy. As part of the government’s energy subsidy 

reform plan, fuel prices increased by up to 47 percent.  

Collectively, these factors led to a historic peak of annual 

inflation in Consumer Price Index (CPI) to 24.3 percent 

while inflation in overall food index increased by 29 percent 

in December. The annual inflation rate in food prices during 

December 2016 was 87 percent higher than in December 

2015, directly affecting the purchasing power of the poorest 

and most vulnerable.  

 

 

 

 

Stunting rates among children 

under 5:  30 % 

Income Level: Middle  

 

Contact info: Amina Al Korey (amina.alkorey@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Menghestab Haile 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/egypt  

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Egypt is ranked 108 out of 188 countries in the 2014 
UNDP Human Development Index, up two ranks from 
2013. Despite the relative political stability of the past 
three years, serious economic and social challenges 
remain, especially in rural areas.  

National poverty rates have increased by 1.5 percentage 
points since 2013, with an estimated 28 percent of the 
population living under the poverty line, unable to meet 
minimum food needs. Poverty rates are particularly high 
in rural Upper Egypt, where 57 percent of the population 
fall below the poverty line (HIECS, 2015). 

In the poorest areas of the country, 20 percent of 
children have never attended school, a further 13 percent 
are noted to drop out of school early (UNICEF, 2010). 
Women's illiteracy rate stands at 35 percent compared to 
18 percent for men. Egypt is ranked 131 out of 155 
countries in the 2014 UNDP Gender Inequality Index. 

As a response to food security challenges in Egypt, the 
Government spends large amounts on subsidy and social 
safety net programmes. The public safety net comprises 
conditional in-kind subsidies and ration cards. 

WFP’s objectives in the country are to support the 
Government to improve food security, nutritional status 
and access to socio-economic opportunities amongst the 
most vulnerable segments of the population. WFP 
activities in Egypt are aligned with Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 2, to end hunger and all form of 
malnutrition by 2030. 

 WFP has been in Egypt since 1968. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt

