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Credit: Mohamed Gamal  
Caption: A girl holds a nutritious food her family purchased 
through a WFP voucher that her family redeemed. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

• In 2017, WFP reached around 2.7 million beneficiaries 
through a variety of activities. Of this, more than 2.6 

million people were supported under the Country 
Programme, while over 78,000 refugees and 

vulnerable host community members were assisted 
under the Regional Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation. 
 

• The Government of Egypt requested WFP’s support to 

conduct a field mission to assess the storage 
conditions in all public schools that WFP 
supports. Over the last two weeks of January, WFP 
staff have participated in the assessments and 
provided technical support to government partner 
teams.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Egypt, Transitional 

Interim Country 

Strategic Plan 

(TICSP)  

January - June 2018 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

6-Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements (in USD)* 

38.8 m 14 m 

 

*February - June 2018 
 

 

 

WFP's operations in Egypt aim to save lives and protect 

livelihoods, enhance access to education and combat 

child labour through food assistance. WFP’s activities also 

aim to build sustainable and durable resilience of 

vulnerable groups. 

WFP Egypt provides food assistance in the form of locally 

produced school snacks in public and community schools 

in 16 governorates. Conditional incentives are provided 

in the form of monthly take-home entitlements of rice 

and fortified vegetable oil or cash-based transfer (CBT) 

to the (most) vulnerable families of children whose 

school attendance reaches 80 percent or more.  

As part of enhancing access of children to school and 

creating a conducive learning and teaching environment, 

WFP, in coordination with the Ministry of Education and 

Directorates of Education, supports the physical 

upgrading of community schools. Since the project 

started in 2014, 576 schools were rehabilitated. 

Moreover, WFP provides training to teachers to improve 

their capacities and enhance their roles in creating an 

attractive learning environment which helps reduce drop-

out rates. As of January 2018, 7,319 teachers were 

trained. 

WFP’s Food Assistance for Assets supports vulnerable 

communities through the provision of training on 

agriculture, literacy, wealth, and nutrition, as well as 

handicraft production, hygiene, and veterinary care. 

Rural women are particularly vulnerable as they are less 

likely to have access to basic education or to literacy 

programmes due to limited income sources of their own. 

Accordingly, WFP specifically targets women through the 
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implementation of the ‘Get Ahead for Women in 

Enterprise’ training to help them design, implement and 

manage income-generating activities. As of January, 

36,189 women were trained, a total 2,688 mothers have 

received revolving micro-loans in the four governorates 

of Assiut, Aswan, Sohag, Luxor, Sharqia and Beni Suef 

as of January 2018.  

Through its climate change activities, WFP aims to 

enhance livelihoods and build community resilience to 

the effects of extreme weather shocks. Activities include 

physical asset creation, community empowerment, and 

skills enhancement including vegetables and fruits 

plantation, pest control, as well as food storage and 

handling. 

 

WFP also supports Syrian refugees and Palestinian 

refugees from Syria through monthly CBT entitlements 

in the form of food vouchers. In January, WFP supported 

up to 88,200 targeted vulnerable refugees out of the 

total 126,688 refugees currently officially registered by 

UNHCR. 

In January 2018, Egypt started a six-month Transitional 

Interim Country Strategic Plans (TICSP), which serves to 

support a smooth transition of WFP Egypt’s current food 

security and nutrition interventions towards a more 

cohesive and coordinated focus, which is well 

established within the development priorities of the 

Government of Egypt, particularly through their Vision 

2030 and the Sustainable Development Strategy pillars. 

Moreover, WFP has committed to integrating gender 

equality and women’s empowerment into all of its 

programme activities, to ensure that the different food 

security and nutrition needs of women, men, girls and 

boys are addressed. 

In Numbers 

478,002 school meal participants in January 2018. 

76,834 refugees from Syria were assisted in January 

2018.  
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Operational Updates 
 

Resumption of School Meals 
The Government of Egypt requested WFP’s support to 
conduct a field mission to assess the storage conditions in 

all public schools that WFP supports. Over the last two 
weeks of January, WFP staff participated in the assessments 
in nine governorates, providing technical support to 
government partner teams. Based on the results of the 

assessments, the school meals programme is expected to 
resume with weekly deliveries to schools with sufficient 
storage, or daily for those that have insufficient storage. In 
preparation, WFP is considering contractual mechanisms 
that would enable operational flexibility to move from either 
weekly or daily delivery as required. 

 
Teacher’s Training  
In January 2018, WFP continued the series of capacity 
development trainings for community schools’ teachers in 
16 targeted governorates. Since the beginning of the 
project until January 2018, a total of 7,319 teachers (6,590 

women and 729 men) were trained in 16 governorates. The 

training modules include active learning, educational tools, 
content analysis, emergency preparedness, nutrition 
awareness and ILO-SCREAM Stop Child Labour (Supporting 
Children Rights through the Education, Arts and the Media). 
 
WFP has provided targeted community schools with 408 
puppet theatres to help schools raise awareness among 

children and their families on using art and theatre while 
identifying their needs and solving their problems. This 
enables children to find a space created by their own to talk 
about issues they feel embarrassed or shy to talk about. 
Since the start of 2017, WFP has distributed theatres 2,616 
puppet theatres. 

 
Resource Mobilisation  

WFP is strengthening its focus on resource mobilisation 
efforts for the 5-year Country Strategic Plan (CSP) through 
the creation of a dedicated partnerships unit in the Country 
Office. WFP Egypt is expanding its private sector portfolio, 
with a particular focus on local-for-local partnerships. Donor 

engagement is being stepped up through high-level 
meetings throughout the past three months with local-
based ambassadors and heads of agencies of various 
organizations (e.g. EU, Germany, USA, China, Canada, 
Nordics, Vodafone Foundation, Pepsico Foundation) to 
inform partners on WFP Egypt’s strategic shift, and identify 
opportunities and synergies going forward. 

 

Challenges 
 
Funding 

WFP's response in Egypt aiming to reach some 77,000 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees from Syria through life-

saving assistance and self-reliance support is currently 
funded through mid-March 2018. Current shortfalls for the 
next six months (until end of June 2018) amount to USD 14 
million. To ensure continued assistance, additional funding 
is needed immediately. Delayed or insufficient funding 
would force WFP to reduce its level of support through 
either significant reduction of entitlements or exclusion of 

certain number of beneficiaries from WFP’s assistance. 
 

 

Donors 

Country Programme: Canada, Egypt, European Union, Germany, Norway, 
United States and private sector donors  

  

PRRO 200987: Australia, China, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Japan, Norway, 

Sweden, and United States 

 

 

 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

111 out of 188 

Population: 94.8 million 

Stunting rates among children 

under 5:  22.3% 

Income Level: Middle  

 

Contact info: Hosam Ibrahim (hosam.ibrahim@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Menghestab Haile 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/egypt  
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Egypt is ranked 111 out of 188 countries in the 2016 
UNDP Human Development Index, up three ranks from 
2014. Despite the relative political stability of the past 
three years, serious economic and social challenges 
remain, especially in rural areas.  

National poverty rates have increased by 1.5 percentage 
points since 2013, with an estimated 28 percent of the 
population living under the poverty line, unable to meet 
minimum food needs. Poverty rates are particularly high 
in rural Upper Egypt, where 57 percent of the population 
fall below the poverty line (HIECS, 2015). 

In the poorest areas of the country, 20 percent of 
children have never attended school, a further 13 percent 
are noted to drop out of school early (UNICEF, 2010). 
Stunting rates among children decreased from 30 percent 
in 2014 to 22.3 percent in 2015. Women's illiteracy rate 
stands at 35 percent compared to 18 percent for men. 
Egypt is ranked 131 out of 155 countries in the 2014 
UNDP Gender Inequality Index. 

As a response to food security challenges in Egypt, the 
Government spends large amounts on subsidy and social 
safety net programmes. The public safety net comprises 
conditional in-kind subsidies and ration cards. 

WFP has been in Egypt since 1968. 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/egypt

