
 

  



 

 

On 25 October 2021, Israeli forces partially demolished a donor-funded school in the Palestinian 

community of Hammamat Al Maleh, Tubas. 

 

 

Area C, where the Hammamat Al Maleh school is located, comprises over 60 percent of the West Bank. 

Israel holds full control over Area C, including over law enforcement, planning and construction. The legal 

framework in Area C makes Palestinian construction on 70 percent of the land extremely difficult. The 

remaining 30 percent of land requires a construction permit issued by the Secondary Planning Committee, 

which is part of the Israeli Civil Administration. The application process for a construction permit has a 

very low success rate.1 

Despite the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the rate of demolitions and displacement of Palestinians hit 

a four-year-high in 2020 making it the worst year since 2016 for displaced Palestinian children in the West 

Bank. In 2020, over 840 structures in the West Bank were demolished or seized by Israeli authorities 

forcing at least 518 children and their families from their homes. This concerning escalation looks set to 

continue as since the beginning of 2021, Israeli forces have already demolished a total of 707 structures, 

forcibly transferring 964 Palestinians2. Between 13 June and 26 October 2021, 341 Palestinian structures 

have been destroyed in the West Bank, constituting an 18 percent increase compared to the same period 

in 2020, with a 50 percent increase in the number of donor-funded structures targeted.3 

  

 

The UN Secretary General has previously noted that the zoning and planning policy in the West Bank, 

which regulates the construction of housing and structures in Area C, is restrictive, discriminatory and 

incompatible with requirements under international law.4 As observed in a January 2016 report from the 

Secretary General, “[t]he planning system favors Israeli settlement interests over the needs of the 

protected population and makes it practically impossible for Palestinians living in Area C (approximately 

300,000, according to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs) to obtain building permits. 

Severe restrictions on Palestinian planning in Area C further prevent the development of communities, 

which are effectively denied basic services and infrastructure under the current policy.”5 This restrictive 

and discriminatory planning regime is a key component of the coercive environment in Area C.6  

 

 
1 Civil Administration’s response to B’Tselem. Quoted in: B’Tselem. 2013. Acting the Landlord: Israel's Policy in Area C, the West Bank. Available 
at https://www.btselem.org/download/201306_area_c_report_eng.pdf 
2 OCHA https://www.ochaopt.org/data/demolition  
3 Ibid. 
4 UN Secretary General. 12.02.14. A/HRC/25/38. Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan. Para. 11-20. 
5 UN Secretary General. 20.01.16. A/HRC/31/43. Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and in the 
occupied Syrian Golan. Para. 45. 
6 OCHA 2016, Humanitarian Needs Overview. Available at https://www.ochaopt.org/sites/default/files/humanitarian_needs_overview.pdf  
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The restrictive permit regime results in schools, at times, being built without permits in order to ensure 

children in Area C have safe access to education. This is used as grounds to demolish schools and other 

structures built without permits. In other cases, “demolitions are used as punitive measures or carried out 

as part of military activities”.7 These demolitions include schools and the most recent confiscation of parts 

of Al Maleh schools, which was built by cluster partners. 

 

 

The school, located in Hammamat al Maleh area, serves five Bedouin and herder communities 

(Hammamat al Maleh - Al Maleh, Hammamat al Maleh - Al Burj, Hammamat al Maleh - Al Meiteh Ein al 

Hilweh and Ein al Hilweh-Um al Jamal) in the northern Jordan Valley in Tubas. The school has 8 teachers 

and serves 43 children from kindergarten to 4th grade. In October 2020, a donor-funded school was 

constructed in the community by the West Bank Protection Consortium. As soon as construction began, 

the Israeli Civil Administration (ICA) served the school with several stop-work orders. Despite this, in 

September 2021, the community added two new structures to the existing school.  

On 12 September 2021, Israeli authorities issued two further demolition (stop-work) orders for the school. 

The orders issued from the ICA pertained specifically to the demolition of the school’s extension, the wire 

fencing surrounding the school, the sunshades covering the main schoolyard, the solar system panels, as 

well as the school playground. On 25 October 2021, the ICA confiscated two school structures: one 

structure comprised of two rooms, one of which was used as a classroom and the other room used serve 

as a medical facility to the school as well as the surrounding Bedouin communities (the facility had not yet 

been equipped). The second structure was sunshades used for the school’s playground. While Israeli 

forces carried out their seizure operations, they closed off the nearby area and prevented access from 

anyone from the local community. Community members reported the presence of Israeli settlers whilst 

the ICA confiscated assets. 

Prior to the seizure and confiscation of those assets, on 18 October the Israeli police summoned the school 

principal and questioned him about the school and about the donor who supported the rehabilitation of 

the school. The principle was also reportedly issued a restraining order preventing him from any contact 

with the school for a period of 10 days.  

 

 

According to the Education Cluster, there are currently 54 schools under threat of demolition - 46 are 

located in Area C of the West Bank and another eight in East Jerusalem. These schools serve approximately 

5,400 students in the most marginalized areas and communities of the West Bank. 

In 2020, the cement base of Birin Basic Co-Ed school, which was under-construction, was demolished after 

an order was issued to the school 72 hours prior. Construction materials were also confiscated, as was  

 
7 Diakonia: https://www.diakonia.se/en/IHL/where-we-work/Occupied-Palestinian-Territory/Administration-of-Occupation/House-
Demolitions1/ 
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equipment from Sousiya and Kisan Basic Co-Ed schools. In addition, Ras Al Tin school received a demolition 

order for all of its school buildings.  

In 2019, one of the two buildings in Al Razi School in Shu’fat Refugee Camp in Jerusalem Governorate was 

fully demolished after evacuating the students and school staff. In addition, As-Simiya School witnessed 

the partial demolition of the concrete floor of the school. This was a continuation of the demolition that 

occurred in December 2018. One school, Thaher Al Maleh, had a mobile school canteen confiscated. 

In 2018, Khirbet Zanuta and Khalet Al Dabe’ schools were fully dismantled or demolished. In addition, four 

schools were partially demolished or dismantled: Abu Nuwwar, Jabal Al Baba, As Simya, Imreiha and Ibziq 

schools. 

Such demolitions are in violation of International Humanitarian Law, which prohibits an occupying power 

from destroying property in the occupied territory unless absolutely necessary in the course of active 

military operations.8 Israel argues that the destruction of property that lacks requisite building permits is 

a legitimate enforcement measure, permitted under an occupying power’s duty to ensure public order. 

However, enforcement of the discriminatory and unlawful planning regime implemented by Israel in the 

West Bank cannot be invoked to justify Israel’s continued demolition policy, including the destruction of 

Hammamat al Maleh school.  

This demolition at Hammamat al Maleh school also violates children’s basic right to education9, and 

directly undermines the international community’s provision of aid to the occupied Palestinian population 

to ensure safe places for children to learn. Furthermore, the demolition or destruction or confiscation of 

schools and educational infrastructure is unlawful and constitutes a grave violation against children in 

accordance with UN Security Council resolution 1612 and related resolutions. 10 

 

 

Palestinian children’s rights to safe access to quality education continues to be threatened when schools, 

students, or teachers are under attack. During situations of armed conflict, including belligerent 

occupation, attacks on education may violate international humanitarian and criminal laws. Furthermore, 

attacks on schools and hospitals is one of the six grave violations against children in conflict, as outlined 

by the UN Security Council’s Children and Armed Conflict agenda,11 while destruction of property by an 

occupying power absent military necessity is a serious violation of IHL. 

 

 
8 Article 53, Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949.  
9 The right to education is recognized in a number of treaties and instruments, including article 13 of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, and article 28 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
10 In addition to resolution 1612, Security Council resolutions 1261 (1999), 1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460 (2003), 1539 (2004), 1612 (2005), 1882 
(2009), 1998 (2011), 2068 (2012), 2143 (2014), 2225 (2015), 2427 (2018), and 2601 (2021) outline the grave violations and contribute to the 
Council's framework for addressing the protection of children affected by armed conflict, including protecting education in situations of armed 
conflict. In particular Security Council resolution 1998 (2011) on attacks on schools and hospitals, and the related Guidance Note on Security 
Council Resolution 1998 issued by the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict (OSRSG-CAAC) 
11 http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/attacks-against-schools/ 
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Under International Human Rights Law, every child has the right to education and states have an 

obligation to protect, respect and fulfill this right. The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

recognizes education as a legal right to every child on the basis of equal opportunity. Education is a 

fundamental human right that is crucial for the development of children’s skills and knowledge, and for 

their future prospects, as well as enabling the understanding and fulfilment of other rights. Protecting 

access to schools must be a priority for all duty bearers in the oPt, and every effort must be made to 

address all impediments to safe access to schools. 

The Education Cluster urges state parties and non-state actors to take the following actions in order to 

protect Palestinian children’s right to education:  

- Call on Israel to immediately cease unlawful demolition of Palestinian property in the West Bank, 

including demolition of schools, in accordance with its obligations under international law. 

- Call on Israel to take all necessary measures to avoid the damage or demolition of educational 

infrastructure, including by ending  demolition of educational facilities and revoking demolition 

orders in East Jerusalem and Area C of the West Bank. 

- Provide sustained pressure on all relevant parties to affect meaningful change in protecting 

education from attack, particularly by taking concrete measures to enforce accountability against 

perpetrators of alleged child rights violations.   

- Call on Israel to sign the Safe Schools Declaration. 


