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EAST AFRICA Seasonal Monitor September 25, 2013 
Late planting in eastern Sudan and northwestern Ethiopia followed by continuation of rainfall deficits 

KEY MESSAGES 
 
• As the June to September seasonal rains gradually cease this 

month, agricultural production is likely to be below average for 
cereals in eastern Sudan, according to recent estimates by field 
assessment teams. Other areas impacted by the late start of 
season are parts of northwestern Ethiopia where a late start 
and overall below average June to September rainfall led to the 
planting of short-cycle instead of high yielding long-cycle crops 
and western Eritrea (Figure 1). 

• Overall, June to September rains have largely been normal to 
above normal in terms of amounts over the main cropping 
areas in western Ethiopia and South Sudan (Figure 1). The rains 
have also continued to support regeneration of rangeland 
resources in the northern sector of East Africa. This is despite 
flooding reported in parts of Sudan and Ethiopia in July and 
August (Figure 2). 

• Short-term forecasts suggest a mostly normal timing of the 
withdrawal of the June to September rains. With a late start in 
parts of northwestern Ethiopia, eastern Sudan, and 
southwestern Eritrea, this will have significantly reduced the 
total length of the rainy season. 
 

SEASONAL PROGRESS 
 
In July and August, rainfall performance has generally been mixed. Despite the intensification of the rains between mid-July 
to the present, total June to August rainfall remains at a seasonal deficit for the June to September period in eastern Sudan, 
parts of northwestern Ethiopia, western Eritrea, and some areas in South Sudan including in parts of Upper Nile, El Buheyrat, 
Jonglei, and Western Equtoria States. The likely impacts of the late start of season in these areas on agricultural production 
are largely leading to reduced production prospects as highlighted in the East Africa Food Security Alert from August 22. 
However, delayed planting has been coupled with a reduced area planted by up to 20 to 25 percent below average in Sudan. 
In northwestern Ethiopia, planting was late, but short-cycle sorghum was substituted for higher yielding long-cycle varieties, 
and planted area was not significantly reduced from normal. The short-cycle sorghum and sesame crops are well behind their 
normal stage of development. For example, in West Tigray Zone in Ethiopia, the sesame and sorghum crops are still at the 
vegetative stage. 
 
Meanwhile, in most of the areas that receive the June to September rains in Ethiopia, southern Eritrea, northern Somalia, 
northern Uganda, and western Kenya (see Figure 3 in the East Africa Seasonal Monitor from July 19), total rainfall has been 
well above average with incidences of floods in some flood-prone areas. Cropping conditions have generally improved over 
the past month. Overall, key agricultural areas in Ethiopia, South Sudan and Kenya benefited from these average to above 
average rainfall conditions and are likely to have generally good agricultural production prospects despite incidences of 
waterlogging and localized flooding in August. Long dry spells occurred in May and June in Uganda and the southern Rift 
Valley in Kenya where field reports indicate that below average to average yields are likely. 

Figure 1. July to August 2013 rainfall anomaly (RFE2 
estimates) in millimeters (mm) from 1983-2012 mean 
(ARC2) 

 
Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA)/National Weather Service (NWS)/Climate Prediction Center 
(CPC)  
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Rangeland resources have largely been replenished in response 
to ongoing rains in most of the pastoral and agropastoral areas 
that receive the June to September rains in northern Somalia, 
Djibouti, and the northern pastoral areas in Ethiopia (see Figure 3 
in the East Africa Seasonal Monitor from July 19). Vegetation 
conditions have remained better-than-normal across the central 
Rift Valley, running across central and western parts of Kenya, 
eastern Uganda, South Sudan, and along the border between 
western Ethiopia and southern Sudan according to field and 
remotely sensed observations (Figure 2).  
 
FORECAST  
 
• There is increased likelihood for continued rains in the coming 

weeks, as the season ends in September and October in the 
northern rangelands in northwestern Kenya, Karamoja in 
Uganda, the Pastoral livelihood zone in South Sudan, 
Gambella Region in Ethiopia, and the northern pastoral areas 
in Ethiopia, northern Somalia, and Djibouti. 

• Short-term forecasts indicate moderate to heavy rains in 
western Ethiopia’s highlands and the Darfur states in Sudan 
over the coming week (Figure 3). Floods remain a continued 
risk in flood-prone areas in the western and central highlands 
of Ethiopia and neighboring river basins in eastern Sudan 
according to the one (Figure 3) and two week rainfall 
forecasts. 

Figure 2. eMODIS/Normalized Difference Vegetation 
Index (NDVI) anomalies as percent of 2001-2010 
mean (normal), September 11-20, 2013.  

 
Source: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)/FEWS NET 

 
Figure 3. Global Forecast System (GFS) precipitation 
forecast in mm, September 26-October 2, 2013 

 
 

 
 

Source: NOAA/NWS/CPC 
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