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ACRONYMS: 

CPI: Consumer Price Index 

CSA: Central Statistical Agency 

DRMFSS: Disaster Risk Management and Food 

Security Sector: 

EGTE: Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise 

EHNRI: Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research 

Institute 

ENCU: Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit 

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 

FMOH: Federal Ministry of Health 

GAM: Global Acute Malnutrition 

HRF: Humanitarian Response Fund 

IMC: International Medical Corps 

MAM: Moderate Acute Malnutrition 

NMA: National Meteorological Agency 

OTP: Outpatient Therapeutic Program 

PLW: Pregnant and Lactating Women 

SAM: Severe Acute Malnutrition 

TFU: Therapeutic Feeding Unit 

TSF: Targeted Supplementary Food 

TSFP:  Targeted Supplementary Feeding Program 

WFP: World Food Programme 
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EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE SUMMARY  

 

 The Bega dry and windy weather conditions will persist over most parts of the 

country. In relation to this condition a further fall of minimum temperature is 

likely during the night and early in the morning over some highland areas of 

Ethiopia.        

 

 The anticipated normal Bega dry spell in most parts of the country would favor 

harvest and post harvest activities in areas where the activities are underway. Thus, 

farmers are advised to exploit the expected favorable weather conditions for the 

ongoing harvest and post harvest activities in their localities. 

 

 The meher crops in general are reported to be in good condition in most parts of 

the country. The average and above average rains during the Kiremt season created 

favorable conditions for crop development and improved water and pasture 

availability in most parts of the country. 

 In some areas, however, the rainfall was excessive /heavy accompanied by 

hailstorm and floods resulting in slight to significant damages to crops, livestock 

and property.  Moisture stress as a result of late onset, early cessation and erratic 

rains has also been reported in some low-lying parts of the country. 

 The consumer cereal price index fell mildly between October and November 2012 

as a result of supply to market from the new harvest.  The direction of change is 

consistent with seasonal expectations, although the magnitude of change is less than 

the 5 year average predicts. Prices remain at elevated levels. 

 Seasonally, both food and cereal prices are expected to fall over the next two 

months as more of the Meher harvest reaches the market. The magnitude of price 

declines will depend mainly on the size of the harvest, although many other factors 

such as market structure, market inertia and international prices may influence the 

magnitude of change. A more detailed analysis will be available in the next bulletin 

following the results of the Meher assessment. 

 TFP admissions at national level increased while regional level admissions 

continued to vary. 

 

 TFP admissions are projected to remain relatively stable at October levels between 

November and December with expected slight fluctuations. 

 As of the 12
th

 December 2012, the 7
th

 round relief food dispatch status stood at 

85%. 
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 WEATHER CONDITIONS 

November 2012 weather conditions 

 

Map 1: Rainfall distribution in mm for the month of 

November 2012 

 Source: NMA 

During the month of November 2012, a few 

areas of western and pocket areas of southern 

Oromiya, the eastern half of Gambela and 

western half of SNNPR received rainfall greater 

than 100mm. Parts of western, southern and 

eastern Oromiya, parts of southern Somali, most 

parts of Benishangul Gumuz, northwestern 

Amhara and parts of western Tigray 

experienced falls ranging from 50 – 100 mm.  

Parts of western and eastern Tigray, parts of 

central Amhara, parts of eastern and southern  

Oromiya, central and eastern Somali exhibited 

falls ranging from 25 – 50 mm. Parts of central 

Amhara, parts of central and eastern Tigray,  

parts of central and eastern Oromiya, northern 

Afar and parts of central Somali received falls 

ranging from 5 -25 mm.  

 

Map 2: Percent of normal rainfall distribution for 

November 2012 

 Source: NMA 

As can be seen from map 2, northern, 

northwestern, western, southern and southeastern 

parts of the country experienced normal to above 

normal rainfall while central, eastern and 

northeastern parts of the country exhibited below 

normal rainfall during the month under review.  

 

Map 3: Number of Rainy day days for the month 

November 2012 

 Source: NMA  

A few areas of western Oromiya and southwestern 

SNNPR received rainfall in greater than 10 rainy 

days. Northeastern Tigray, most parts of the 

western half of Amhara,  most parts of western, 

southern and parts of eastern Oromiya, 

southwestern Somali, most parts of SNNPR, the 
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eastern half of Gambella, the  northern tip of Afar 

and most parts of Benishangul Gumuz received 

falls in 5 - 10 rainy days.  The remaining parts of 

the country received falls in 0 – 5 rainy days 

during the month of November.  

Weather outlook and possible impact for the 

coming month/December 1-31, 2012 

Under normal circumstances during the month 

of December, the probability of rainfall being 

available is minimal when compared to the rest 

of months categorized in Bega season. 

Therefore dry, sunny and windy weather 

conditions are the normal feature of the month. 

Pursuant to the National Meteorological Agency 

(NMA) monthly climate outlook, the weather 

systems which are causing rainfall during the 

month of December will not gain strength. Thus 

the Bega dry and windy weather condition will 

persist over most parts of the country. In 

relation to this condition, a further fall of 

minimum temperature is likely during the 

night and early in the morning over some 

highlands of Ethiopia. The normal Bega dry 

spell will prevail for the rest of the country; 

thereby, the dry situation will favor harvest 

and post harvest activities in these areas. 

Thus, farmers are advised to exploit the 

expected favorable weather conditions for the 

ongoing harvest and post harvest activities in 

their localities. On the other hand 

southwestern and western parts of the country 

will continue to receive rainfall. 

Generally during the month under review, 

near normal rainfall is anticipated over 

SNNPR and isolated areas of western and 

southern Oromiya. Slight rain showers are 

likely over central and eastern Oromiya, 

southern Somali, eastern Tigray and Amhara 

due to the expected cloud cover in these areas.  

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 

The meher crops in general are reported to be 

in good condition in most parts of the country. 

The average and above average rains during 

the Kiremt season created favorable 

conditions for crop development and 

improved water and pasture availability in 

most parts of the country. In some areas, 

however, the rainfall was excessive /heavy 

accompanied by hailstorm and floods 

resulting in slight to significant damages to 

crops, livestock and property.  Moisture stress 

as a result of late onset, early cessation and 

erratic rains has also been reported in some 

low-lying parts of the country. 

In SNNPR, except for some areas, meher 

crop performance is reported to be good in 

most parts of the region. During the reporting 

period, maize is reported to be at maturing 

and harvesting stages in Kembatana Tembaro, 

Gedio, Hadiya and welayita Zones, and at 

grain filling and maturing stages in Silti and 

Gurage zones. In Welayita Zone, cereals and 

root crops were at flowering and harvesting 

stages respectively. In some areas, however, 

crops were not at their expected growth stage 

due to the impact of the 2012 poor belg 

season that delayed belg crops harvesting and 

resulted in late planting of meher crops. In 

general pasture and water availability in the 

Region was normal and livestock condition 

was good across the region in November 

2012. 

 The overall meher crops in November 2012 

in Oromia region are indicated to be good and 

the crops were at different growth stages: 

vegetative to grain filling stages in many 

areas.  In some areas, however, early 

withdrawal and/or erratic rains are reported to 

have affected the crop development and the 

supply of water and pasture. These include 

lowlands parts of Bale (Raytu, Dewe, Serare 
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and  Dewe Kechen woredas), some lowland 

areas in west and east Harerghe, and some 

parts of Borena Zone (Dillo, Dire, Miyo 

woredas). Water ration was underway in 

Kumbi woreda of East Hararghe during the 

reporting period.                         

Despite the occurrence of flash floods, 

hailstorms, and moisture shortage, overall 

crop production prospects look good in 

Amhara Region. Crops (barley, pulses, potato, 

and maize) were being harvested in some 

parts of north Gondar, south Gondar, Wag 

Hamera, east Gojjam, and west Gojjam zones. 

There was significant improvement in water 

and pasture and livestock conditions in most 

parts of the region during the month. 

Exceptions were some kebeles in Tselemt 

woreda (N.Gondar), and some areas in north 

and south Wello, Wag Himera and north 

Shewa zones which reported shortage of 

pasture and water as a result of either 

moisture stress or flooding. 

Overall the meher crop production prospect in 

Tigray is reported to be good during the 

month of November. Some damage to crops 

as a result of moisture stress (late on-set, 

erratic and early withdrawal rains), 

hailstorms, and floods have been reported 

from some areas in southern, south eastern, 

eastern and central zones of the region. 

Except for isolated localities in Raya Azebo, 

Hintalo Wajirat, Endamohoni, Erob, and S/S/ 

Amba, water and pasture availability and 

livestock conditions were also reported to be 

normal across the Region. Water trucking was 

underway in some parts of Mohoni Woreda 

during the reporting month. 

The performance of karma rains in Afar has 

been favorable for pasture and water 

availability in most parts of the Region. With 

improved access to water and pasture, overall 

condition of livestock and their productivity 

was about normal in most areas in November 

2012. However, condition of cattle and sheep 

is reported to have deteriorated in some 

pocket areas where 2012 karema rains have 

been below average or poor. Water shortages 

are also indicated in chronically water deficit 

areas including Elidar, Kori, and Bidu and 

water trucking was underway in these 

woredas during the reporting month. 

In Somali Region, most dayr rain benefiting 

areas received light to medium rainfall in 

October and the first half of November/2012.  

These have generally improved the 

availability of water and pasture in most areas 

of the Region. However, shortage of 

dayr/karan rains are reported to have affected 

crop production, and pasture and water 

availability in a few pocket areas of Dolo 

Odo, Dolobay, Mustahil, Kelafo, Ferfer, 

Galadi, Bokh and warder woredas; and some 

parts of Shinile Zone (Ayisha, Afder, and Erer 

woredas). Flood damage to crops and 

property were also reported in a few pocket 

areas of K/daher, Dobeweyen and Sheykosh 

woredas.  

Except for areas affected by flooding (Gog, 

Wantawo, Etang, Mekoy, etc.), normal harvest is 

expected in most parts of Gambella Region 

including Godere, Mengesh, Dima and Abobo 

woredas. Overall, availability of pasture and water 

and livestock physical condition was good during 

the month. 

In Benishangul-Gumuz Region, the overall 

crop performance and livestock condition is 

reported to be favorable as a result of good 

meher rains and improved availability of 

water and pasture. 
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FOOD MARKETS 

National Prices 

 

Seasonal Food Price Analysis, Source: CSA 

The consumer food price index fell mildly 

between October and November 2012. The 

direction of change is consistent with seasonal 

expectations, although the magnitude of 

change is less than the five year average 

predicts. Prices remain at elevated levels. 

 

Seasonal Cereal Price Analysis, Source: CSA 

The consumer cereal price index fell mildly 

between October and November 2012 as a 

result of supply to market from the new 

harvest.  The direction of change is consistent 

with seasonal expectations, although the 

magnitude of change is less than the 5 year 

average predicts. Prices remain at elevated 

levels. 

Regional Prices (see graph in appendix) 

In general, the consumer cereal price index 

either fell or stabilized between the period 

October-November 2012.  

Tigray and Amhara regions were exceptions 

to this trend. In Tigray, the consumer cereal 

price index increased moderately and in 

Amhara, the consumer cereal price index 

increased mildly. 

It is worth noting that the consumer cereal 

price index fell strongly in Benishangul 

Gumuz between October and November 

2012, reversing the strong upward trend seen 

the in the region since January 2012. It is also 

worth noting that the level of cereal prices in 

Benishangul Gumuz remains considerably 

higher than that of other regions. 

Wholesale Commodity Prices 

 

Wholesale Commodity Prices in Addis Ababa, 

Source: EGTE 
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The price of Teff continued to increase mildly 

between the months of October-November 

2012 in line with seasonal expectations. 

Prices increased by (1.6%), which is slightly 

greater than seen in the 5 year average 

(1.4%). It is worth noting however that the 

price of Teff remains elevated at (14.8%) 

higher than the previous November. The price 

of Sorghum stabilized again over the same 

period, while the price of Wheat fell in line 

with seasonal expectations. Price of Wheat 

fell by (-8.2%) which is greater than the fall 

seen in the 5 year average of (–6.1%).  The 

price of Maize showed moderate increases 

over the same period, which runs contrary to 

seasonal expectations. The price of Maize 

increased by (4.8%) compared with a decline 

of (-13.1%) seen in the five year average. This 

may be attributable to increases in the price of 

Maize in international markets. It is worth 

noting the price of Maize in November 2012 

is (10.2%) higher than the price of Maize in 

November 2011; this is however less that the 

general rate of inflation.  

International Prices 

 

International Commodity Price, Source: FAO 

The FAO Cereal Price Index fell by 4% from 

October 2012, but remained 12% higher than 

in November 2011. This was driven by falling 

Wheat and Rice prices, which more than 

compensated for increases in the price of 

Maize. Increases in the price of Maize were 

caused by supply prospects following weather 

conditions in South America.  

It is worth noting that trends in import parity 

prices diverged from international prices, the 

Wheat (IPP) increased by 3%, whilst Maize 

and Sorghum (IPP) remained stable (WFP). 

The FAO Meat Price Index remained 

relatively stable, falling by 1% from October 

2012. Meat prices are 3.5% lower than in 

November 2011. Prices in all meat categories 

remained similar to the previous month with 

the exception of pig meat, which fell by 2.2%. 

Forecast 

Seasonally, both food and cereal prices are 

expected to fall mildly over the next two 

months as more of the Meher harvest reaches 

the market. The magnitude of price declines 

will depend mainly on the size of the harvest, 

although many other factors such as market 

structure, market inertia and international 

prices may influence the magnitude of 

change. A more detailed analysis will be 

available in the next bulletin following the 

results of the Meher assessment. 

NUTRITION 

TFP admissions trends:   Monthly TFP 

admissions for the month of October were 

collected from 8 regions that have been 

reporting regularly. The compiled report 

indicated that TFP admissions increased by 

12.6 percent from 24,551 in September to 

27,660 in October with 85 percent reporting 

rate.  This is the first considerable increase in 

TFP admissions in the last four months (Jul –

October). The October admissions were 

higher than the projected admissions (23,559) 
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for that particular month by 17 percent. The 

unexpected increase was attributed to CHD 

screening done in October in some of the 

regions such as Tigray, Oromiya and delayed 

reporting in Amhara region.  

Compared to the projected TFP admissions, 

the Jul-October represents 97.5 percent of the 

estimated admissions during that period 

(103,650), implying that despite the observed 

increase, the admissions are still within the 

expected figures. On the other hand, the Jul to 

October is about 69 percent of the estimated 

TFP case load in the July to December HRD. 

Overall, a total of 258,161 SAM cases were 

managed in an average of 9,211 TFP sites in 

the 8 regions from January to December with 

over 85 percent reporting rate. Performance 

indicators for October
1
 were relatively 

similar, with national average from January to 

October that was above national
2
 and Sphere 

standards. 

  TFP admissions at regional level continued 

to vary as was noted in September.  In 

SNNPR, admissions continued to stabilize at 

August/September levels. In Oromiya, TFP 

admissions increased by 21.9 percent, the 

highest increase reported in 2012 so far, from 

8291 in September to 10,110 in October with 

83.3 percent of the reports collected. About 9 

zones reported increases, ranging from 8.3 

percent to 200 percent associated with CHD 

screening conducted in October and slight 

increase in reporting rate in some of the 

zones. As reported in the November bulletin, 

ENCU followed up and re-analyzed TFP 

admissions in West Hararghe zone and found 

that, increased TFP admissions were noted in 

six woredas: Meiso, Gobakolcha, Buka 

Dimtu, Oda bultum, Gamechis and Habro). 

                                                           
1
 Cure rate 85%, death rate 0.3%  and defaulter rate 

3.6%;  
2
 Cure rate >75%, death rate<5% and defaulter rate 

<15% 

All these and other priority 1, 2 and some of 

priority 3 woredas of concern in the zone will 

be supported with TSF ether implemented by 

GOAL- funded by HRF, or implemented by 

WFP. 

 In Amhara, the rate of TFP increase, 

decreased from 27 percent reported in 

September to 17 percent in October. Overall 

the TFP admissions at regional level were 

described to be stable and the observed 

increase in October was associated with late 

CHD screening reporting from some of the 

zones. Follow up of reported increases in TFP 

admissions in South Wollo zone was done in 

early December by federal ENCU and found 

to be linked with late reporting in one of the 

woredas. Otherwise the admissions were 

relatively stable in the zone in September –

October period. In Tigray, the increase in TFP 

admissions was reported to be associated with 

CHD screening as well. In Afar, despite lower 

reporting rate (65.4% in October) admissions 

in October were higher than those reported in 

September, which was associated with 

deterioration of the nutrition situation in 6 

drought affected woredas and EOS screening. 

Of the six woredas reported to be of serious 

nutrition concern, WFP is implementing TSF 

in four of them. The remaining two will be 

covered by SCI once its HRF nutrition 

response project is funded. 

 In Somali, TFP admissions were stable in 

September and unfortunately the reporting 

rate was still below 80 percent (reporting rate 

threshold) and therefore its October 

admissions trend cannot be described with 

certainty. 

TSF admissions and coverage:   In October, 

a total of 197,031 of which 56.9 percent were 

moderately malnourished under-five and 43.1 

percent pregnant and lactating women were 

enrolled in TSF programmes in 135 woredas 

covered by both NGOs and WFP. WFP 



 

Early Warning and Response Directorate, MoA 

11     Early Warning and Response Analysis, December 2012     

accounted for about 80 percent of the total 

October TSF beneficiaries in 74 woredas and 

the remainder were reached by NGOs in 61 

woredas. 

The October update brings the total number of 

MAM cases enrolled in TSF from July to 

October to 409,664 beneficiaries (59.7% of 

the projected MAM caseload for the July to 

Dec 2012 HRD) in 188 woredas of which 

69.1 percent were reached by WFP and the 

remainder by NGOs. Overall, a total of 

903,779 cases were enrolled in TSF from 

January to October 2012 

Emergency nutrition surveys:  

The implementation of bi-annual surveys had 

been completed in Somali, Tigray, Amhara 

and Oromiya regions. Data analysis and 

report writing was still going on in the regions 

and, once completed, the results will be 

shared in subsequent bulletins. In addition, 

the ENCU completed quality check of a 

survey conducted by ACF in Ziquala woreda, 

Amhara region where the nutrition situation 

was classified as ‘serious’ with GAM and 

SAM prevalence of 11.5 and 0.9 percent 

respectively. Meanwhile, preliminary reports 

for surveys conducted by GOAL in Meta and 

Melkabero Oromiya (2), CARE in Moyale-

Oromiya (1), SCI in Moyale-Somali (1) and 

Mercy Corps in Erer-Somali (1) were 

submitted to the ENCU during the first week 

of December 2012. Quality assurances of both 

survey data and reports is still going on and 

results will be reported in the next bulletin.  

 

Outlook for November to December 2012 

The November to December TFP admissions 

is likely to be very much influenced by the 

evolving food security situation following 

good Meher and Deyr rains performance in 

dependant areas and mass screening (EOS or 

CHD) already implemented or planned in 

some of the regions/woredas. In view of this, 

ENCU projects that, TFP admissions for 

November to December period will continue 

to either stabilize at September/October levels 

or fluctuate slightly.  Fluctuations in TFP 

admissions at regional, zonal and woreda 

level will continue as expected since 

improvement in food security, water, pastures 

and morbidities vary significantly. 

RESPONSE 

As of the 12
th

 December 2012, the 7
th

 round 

relief food dispatch status stood at 85%. It 

stood at at least 100% completed for Afar, 

Amhara, Tigray and Harari regions and over 

90% complete in Gambella, Oromia and Dire 

Dawa. Majority of the remaining dispatch is 

for the Somali region, which stands 74% 

complete. For more details, please see the 

table in the appendix. 
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APPENDIX-LEAP PRODUCTS 

        

I        RAINFALL ANALYSIS   

OPTION 1:     DAKADAL RAINFALL ESTIMATE (mm) 
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II. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) November 2012 
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Figure 1: Number of admissions and performance indicators/TFP in Ethiopia/2012  

 

 

Figure 2: Number of admissions and performance indicators/TFP in Oromia/2012  
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Figure3: Number of admissions and performance indicators/TFP in SNNPR/2012  

 

 



 

Early Warning and Response Directorate, MoA 

17     Early Warning and Response Analysis, December 2012     

 



 

Early Warning and Response Directorate, MoA 

18     Early Warning and Response Analysis, December 2012     

7th  Round 2012  Relief  food dispatch status made by DRMFSS, JEOP and WFP (H&Spokes), as of 12 Dec. 2012 
 

Region  Benef 

Allocated amount (MT) Dispatched amount (MT) Dispatch status (%) 

DRMFSS JEOP WFP Total  DRMFSS JEOP WFP Total  DRMFSS JEOP WFP  Total  

Afar 94,295 1,747 0 0 1,747 1,794 0 0 1,794 103 0 0 103 

Amhara 205,303 2,279 1,526 0 3,805 2,279 1,524 0 3,803 100 100 0 100 

B.Gumuz 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Gambella  21,757 202 0 0 202 195 0 0 195 97 0 0 97 

Oromia 732,338 8,155 5,515 0 13,670 8,029 5,132 0 13,161 98 93 0 96 

SNNPR 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Somali 1,539,279 0 1,950 28,956 30,906 0 1,950 20,851 22,801 0 100 72 74 

Tigray 138,621 1,521 1,048 0 2,569 1,520 1,520 0 3,040 100 145 0 118 

Dire-Dawa  65,509 0 1,214 0 1,214 0 1,107 0 1,107 0 91 0 91 

Harari 4,000 74 0 0 74 74 0 0 74 100 0 0 100 

all  2,801,102 13,978 11,253 28,956 54,187 13,891 11,233 20,851 45,975 99 100 72 85 

 


