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ACRONYMS: 

CPI: Consumer Price Index 

CSA: Central Statistical Agency 

DRMFSS: Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector: 

EGTE: Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise 

EHNRI: Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research Institute 

ENCU: Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit 

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 

FMOH: Federal Ministry of Health 

GAM: Global Acute Malnutrition 

HRF: Humanitarian Response Fund 

IMC: International Medical Corps 

MAM: Moderate Acute Malnutrition 

NMA: National Meteorological Agency 

OTP: Outpatient Therapeutic Program 

PLW: Pregnant and Lactating Women 

SAM: Severe Acute Malnutrition 

TFU: Therapeutic Feeding Unit 

TSF: Targeted Supplementary Food 

TSFP:  Targeted Supplementary Feeding Program 

WFP: World Food Programme 
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EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE SUMMARY  

 

 The Rift Valley areas in areas where deficient rainfall was observed during the preceding 

decades will have better rainfall during the coming August 2014.  
 

 Kiremt benefiting areas of Tigray, Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, Gambela, northern parts 

of SNNPR and most parts of Oromiya will have normal to above normal rainfall with a 

chance of heavy falls at places which would cause flash floods over low-lying areas and 

near riverbanks including in areas where the soils have poor peculation capacity.  Therefore, 

appropriate prevention measures should be undertaken by the concerned bodies ahead of 

time in order to minimize the consequence of flood hazard.  
  

 A chance of below normal rainfall condition in some localities where near normal rainfall is 

expected (eastern Oromiya, southern parts of SNNPR, highlands of southern Oromiya, Afar, 

Harari, Dire Dawa and northern Somali). Therefore, proper water harvesting techniques and 

cultural practices should be designed ahead of time in order to use the expected moisture 

efficiently over the above mentioned areas.   

 

 The TFP admissions in 2014 are consistently lower than those reported in the last three years 

despite the relatively larger number of reporting sites in 2014.  

 

 Two out of three Bi-annual survey results conducted in Somali region and one ad-hoc survey 

undertaken in Afar region indicated serious to critical level nutrition situation as per national 

guideline classification system.  

 Close monitoring of the evolving nutrition situation is recommended in Afar, Oromiya and 

Somali regions. 
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 WEATHER CONDITIONS 

July 2014 weather conditions 

 

Map 1: Rainfall distribution in mm for the month of 

July 2014 

 Source: NMA 

During the month of July 2014, most parts of 

Kiremt rain benefiting areas received falls 

ranging from 13 - 514 mm of rainfall. A few 

areas of western Oromiya exhibited falls greater 

than 500mm. Southeastern and northeastern 

parts of  Benishangul Gumuz, few areas of 

Amhara, parts of central and western Oromiya 

and  most parts of western Tigray experienced 

falls ranging from 300-400 mm. Central parts of 

Tigray, most parts of western  Amhara,  most 

parts of Benishangul Gumuz, parts of central 

and western Oromiya and  a few areas of 

northern parts of SNNPR received falls ranging 

from 200 – 300 mm. Eastern  and South Tigray, 

northern parts of Afar, parts of central and 

western Oromiya, northern parts of northern 

SNNPR, parts of northern  Somali, eastern  

parts of Gambela and southwestern parts of 

Benishangul Gumuz experienced falls ranging 

from 100 – 200 mm. Parts of northern and 

southern Afar, northern Somali, southwestern 

Somali, parts of eastern Oromiya received falls 

ranging from 50 – 100 mm. Parts of central 

Afar, a few areas of Somali and  some portion 

of  western parts of southern Oromiya 

experienced falls ranging from 25 - 50 mm.                                                       

 

Map 2: Percent of normal rainfall distribution for 

July 2014 

 Source: NMA 

As indicated in map 2, with the exception of a  

pocket areas of Amhara,  southwestern 

Benishangul Gumuz, most parts of Gambela, parts 

of central Somali, southern half of SNNPR,  parts 

of southern and eastern Oromiya including pocket 

areas of eastern Tigray and  a few areas of western 

Afar the rest of the country exhibited normal to 

above normal rainfall. 

 

Map 3: Number of Rainy day days for the month of 

July 2014 

 Source: NMA  
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Most parts of western half of Amhara, central and 

western Tigray, eastern parts of Benishangul 

Gumuz, parts of central Oromiya, few areas of 

northern SNNPR and western tip of Afar received 

rainfall in greater than 25 rainy days.  Parts of 

northwestern and central Amhara, parts of eastern 

Tigray, parts of central and western Oromiya, 

parts of  northern SNNPR and parts of northern 

and southern Afar  received rainfall in 22 -25 

rainy days.    Eastern Tigray, parts of central Afar, 

parts of central Benishangul Gumuz, parts of 

western and central Oromiya, parts of northern 

SNNPR and eastern Gambella received rainfall in 

15 – 20 rainy days.   Parts of central Afar, western 

Gambela, and central SNNPR, parts of northern 

Somali, parts of eastern and western Oromiya 

received rainfall in 10 - 15 rainy days.  Therefore, 

the observed good distribution of rainfall could 

have a positive impact on season’s agricultural 

activities in the above-mentioned areas.   

Weather outlook and possible impact for the 

coming month/August 1-31, 2014 

Under normal circumstance during the month of 

August most parts of the Kiremt rain benefiting 

areas supposed to get widespread rainfall. 

Pursuant to the NMA baseline data  western 

Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, western and 

central Oromiya presume to get 300 – 400mm 

of rainfall while Tigray, eastern Amhara, 

Gambela, northern parts of SNNPR and eastern 

Oromiya supposed to get 150-300mm of 

rainfall. Northern Somali, Afar, Dire Dawa, 

Harari and Southern parts of SNNPR supposed 

to get 50 – 150 mm of rainfall.  In relation to the 

above mentioned phenomenon the Rift Valley 

areas in areas where deficient rainfall was 

observed during the preceding decades will 

have better rainfall during the coming August 

2014. Some areas of Kiremt benefiting areas 

will have normal to above normal rainfall 

with a chance of heavy falls at places. Thus 

the expected phenomenon would cause flash 

floods over low-lying areas and near riverbanks 

including in areas where the soils have poor 

peculation capacity.  Therefore, appropriate 

prevention measures should be undertaken by 

the concerned bodies ahead of time in order to 

minimize the consequence of flood hazard.   

During the month of August 2014, normal to 

above normal rainfall is anticipated over most 

parts of Tigray, Amhara, Benishangul Gumuz, 

Gambela, northern parts of SNNPR and most 

parts of Oromiya. Near normal rainfall is 

expected over eastern Oromiya, southern parts 

of SNNPR, highlands of southern Oromiya, 

Afar, Harari, Dire Dawa and northern Somali. 

Nevertheless there will be a chance of below 

normal rainfall condition in some localities. 

Therefore, proper water harvesting techniques 

and cultural practices should be designed ahead 

of time in order to use the expected moisture 

efficiently over the above mentioned areas.  On 

the other hand dry spell will be a dominant 

feature over southern Oromiya and lowlands of 

Somali as per normal condition. 

 

AGRICULTURE 

Crop Production Situation, July 2014 

Farmers, favored by the improved seasonal 

rainfall situations in July, have been conducting 

the seasonal crop production activities including 

planting of meher crops in Oromia, Amhara 

Tigray, SNNP, and benshangulgumuz N/R states.  

To this effect gricultural inputs including 

improved seeds and fertilizers have been supplied 

and distributed to farmers to augument  

production and productivity of their crops. In belg 

growing areas farmers  have also been harvesting 

some of the matured belg crops whenever the 

weather was suitable for such undertakings. The 

improved rainfall situation of the month has also 

promoted further growth and productivity of 

earlier sown meher crops which, in most areas of 

the country, are from seedling to growth and, in 

the cases of stalk cereals, flowering stages in  July 

2014. 

On the other hand, meher crops have been 

reportedly suffering from moisture stress and 
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wilted due to intermittent and inadequate rainfall 

in some areas of the country such as some  

lowland kebeles in 5 weredas of Arsi zone, West 

Hareghe and Borena zones of Oromia region, 

Raya Azebo and Alamata weredas of Tigray 

region, some lowland kebeles of Ebinat, Simada 

and LayGaynt weredas of West Gonder zone in 

Amhara regioni, 4 weredas of Nuwere zone in 

Gambela region, Hareri region and Diredawaa 

Administration. 

 

NUTRITION 

Nutrition situation: The ENCU of the DRMFSS 

routinely monitors the emergency nutrition 

situation at national level by collecting and 

analyzing different sources of nutrition 

information such as TFP admissions, ad hoc or bi-

annual surveys and revision of woredas’s hotspot 

status.The overall nutrition situation at national 

level for April, May, June and July period based 

on the above sources remains stable in Ethiopia 

except in some belg /Gu rains benefiting areas of 

northern, north eastern and south eastern Afar, 

some southern zones of Somali and some woreads 

of Arsi, West Arsi, Bale, Borena, Guji, East and 

West Hararghe zones of Oromiya, the southern 

lowlands of SNNPR and Gambela region where 

Southern Sudanese refugees are received. 

TFP Admissions: 

Between Januarys to June 2014, a total of 125,755 

SAM cases with 83.9 % were treated with severe 

acute malnutrition in six major regions (Oromiya, 

Amhara, SNNPR, Somali, Tigray and Afar) of the 

country.    When the January-June 2014 admission 

compared with the same time of the 2011, 2012 

and 2013, the current year admissions are less by 

22.8, 20 and 10.6 percent respectively. The TFP 

admissions in the first half of 2014 has been 

consistently lower than those reported in the last 

three years despite the relatively larger number of 

reporting sites in 2014(fig 1).  

Based on the monthly TFP reports, SAM 

admissions in TFP sites decreased slightly by 8.7 

percent from 23,159 in June to 21,136 in July with 

over 88 and 84 percent reporting  rate 

respectively. The decrease is linked with 

relatively higher caseload that was reported in 

May associated with CHD screening. 

In the same way, the 2014 TFP admission in the 

regions has been increasing from January to May 

gradually consistent with the expected levels 

during this period. However, increased caseloads 

were reported in East and West Hararghe, Arsi 

and West Arsi, Borena, Bale and Guji zones of 

Oromia region and also in Gedeo, Halaba, 

Wolayita, Sidama, Segen Hizboch, Gamo gofa, 

Guraghe, and South Omo zones of SNNPR. 

Similarly, increased number of SAM admissions 

were also reported in North Shewa, North Gonder, 

North Wello, and Wag Himra and Oromiya zones 

of Amhara region, in Zone 1, Zone 2 and Zone 3 

of Afar region. 

 

Regionally in SNNPR, the TFP admission in the 

region has been increasing gradually from January 

to June consistent with the expected levels. TFP 

admissions increased by 6.0 percent from 6232 to 

6608 in May and June, respectively with over 97 

percent reporting rate in both months (see figure 

below).  

Above 15 percent  increase in June compared with 

May were reported in Gedeo, South Omo, Siltie 

and Hadiya zones and 5 to 9 percent increases 

were also reported in Kembata Tembaro(5.4%) 

,Guraghe(6%) and  Segen Hizboch (9%) zones.  

Significant increases were recorded in Chencha 

(233%), Sodo (125%), Bensa (33%), Mirab 

Abaya (8%) and Amaro(6%) woredas of the 

region which is mainly related with the hunger 

gap period. 

In Oromiya, TFP admissions indicated a relatively 

declining trend with 13.8 percent decrease from 

10,699 in May with 87 percent reporting rate to 

9,227 in June with 81.6 percent reporting rate.   

However, admissions increased significantly in 

Aseko, Bele Gasgar, Chole, Gololcha, Jeju, 

Munesa, Sire and Sude woredas of Arsi, Bedeno, 

Grawa, Fedis, Gursum, Haromaya and Kumbi 

woredas of east Hararghe,  Burka Dimtu, Chiro, 

Gemechis, Doba, Habro and Oda Bultuma  
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woredas in West Hararghe, Dodola woreda in 

West Arsi , Guradamole, Gololcha, Gasera, 

Dinsho, Dawe Serer, Dawe Kechin and Agarfa 

woredas of Bale,  Bulehora, Melka Soda, Moyale 

and Yabelo woredas of Borena and in Bore and 

Hamballa Wamana woredas of  Guji Zones. In 

Borena zone, the TFP admissions increased from 

340 in May to 513 in June with 83 and 87 percent 

reporting rate respectively.  It increased by about 

51 percent. The increased admissions are partly 

attributed with decreased food availability at 

household level due to the hunger gap period and 

also related with the negative impact of the poor 

performance of the Belg rains. 

 

With respect to Amhara, TFP admissions 

increased by 24.5 percent from 3,087 in May to 

3,846 in June with  93.3 and 95. 9 percent 

reporting rate respectively. The increased in June 

is related with the CHD screening activities 

undertaken in the region during the month.  

Due to very low and significantly fluctuating TFP 

admission reporting rate in Afar, Somali and 

Tigray regions, it makes it difficult to compare 

and make meaningful trend analysis. Based on 

other nutrition information sources such as CHD 

screening results, the nutrition situation is 

described as stable in Tigray. However, increased 

malnutrition situation reported in Afdera, Kori, 

Erebti, Abbala, Elidar, Gulina, Awash Fentale 

woredas of the region. The situation can further 

deteriorate in August and September if immediate 

measures will not be in place.   

Rapid Nutrition Assessment: 

Three rapid nutrition assessments were conducted 

in Diksis and Jeju woredas of Arsi zone and 

Adaba woreda of West Arsi zone by GOAL 

Ethiopia. These assessments were undertaken 

between the second and third week of July 2014. 

The Proxy GAM and Proxy SAM in Jeju was 14.5 

and 1.4 percent respectively while in Deksis it 

was 16.8 and 2.1 percent in that order.  The Proxy 

GAM in Adaba was 11.2 percent and no proxy 

SAM.  Generally poor pasture and water 

availability, poor physical condition of livestock 

was reported in all the three woredas.  The food 

security and nutrition situation in Diksis is more 

of concern and TSFP as well a standard nutrition 

survey recommended to be undertaken 

immediately. The nutrition situation in both Jeju 

and Adaba described relatively as poor and close 

monitoring of the nutrition situation and 

continuation of current nutrition responses is 

recommended. At the time of the rapid assessment 

there was a serious shortage of animal feeds in the 

visited kebeles of the three woredas and Provision 

of fodders/animal feeds were recommended until 

pasture regenerate.  

Ad hoc Nutrition Survey: 

During the month of July 2014, ENCU of the 

DRMFSS reviewed and cleared one standard 

nutrition surveys conducted in Gulina woreda in 

Afar region. This survey was conducted from 4 to 

9 July 2014 by GOAL Ethiopia and the result was 

classified as serious as per national emergency 

nutrition assessment guideline with GAM of 11.1 

and SAM of 0.9 percent in the presence of 

aggravating factors.  The potential aggravating 

factors includes; high child morbidity (19.2%), 

lack of safe drinking water, poor hygiene and 

sanitation situation, serious food insecurity 

situation at household level, increased food prices  

and low livestock prices.  On the other hand, both 

crude (0.16 deaths/10,000/day) and under-five 

mortality rates (0.22deaths/10000/day) were far 

below one indicating a normal mortality rates as 

per National guideline for emergency nutrition per  

assessment and Sphere Stand. 

Bi-annual surveys:  Following the poor Gu 

performance, three bi-annual nutrition surveys 

were conducted in June in the Somali region. 

Based on the survey’s results, the nutrition 

situation was classified as poor, serious and 

critical in Dembale, kelafo and Bare woredas 

respectively with GAM ranging between 13.4 in 

Dembale to 21.2 percent in Bare in the same 

order. The SAM prevalence in Dembale and 

kelafo surveys was below 1.0 while it was 

estimated at 2.0 percent in Bare woreda.  On the 

other hand, both crude and under-five mortality  

rates in all the three woredas were far below one 

indicating a normal mortality rates as per National  
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guideline for emergency nutrition assessment 

and Sphere Standards. When the 2014 and 2013 

survey results are compared in the same woredas 

during the same period, the 2014 survey indicate 

deterioration of nutrition situation in Kelafo (from 

poor to Serious) and in Bare from Poor to Critical.  

The situation remained poor in Dembale as it was 

also in 2013.    

Standard Ad-hoc Surveys Planned: 

The ENCU/DRMFSS recommended two standard 

nutrition surveys to be undertaken in selected 

woredas that are serious affected by poor 2014 

Belg/Gu performance in oromiya region. 

Accordingly, two woredas namely Dilio from 

Borena and Limubilibilo from Arsi zones are 

selected. GOAL Ethiopia is almost finalizing pre-

field preparations to undertake the two surveys 

starting mid-August. The Results from these 

surveys will give additional information in 

understanding of the nutrition situation in such 

woredas affected by the poor performance of the 

recent Belg rains and help to see if there is 

an.additional need to be provided to strengthen  

 

timely emergency nutrition responses in the areas 

Nutrition situation out look August and 

September 2014 

In view of the reported poor performance of the 

recent Belg/Gu rains in a number of pastoral and 

agro-pastoral zones particularly in oromiya, 

Somali and Afar regions and also due to depletion 

of households food availability due to hunger 

period for Meher dependent areas, the 

ENCU/DRMFSS projects that the overall 

caseloads in August and September will be 

slightly higher than the initial projected in the 

2014 HRD. Nutrition interventions and close 

monitoring of the evolving nutrition situation is 

particularly important in Afar, Oromiya and 

Somali regions 
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I        RAINFALL ANALYSIS   

OPTION 1:     DAKADAL RAINFALL ESTIMATE (mm) 
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II. Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) JULY 2014 
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Fig 1. CMAM Admission Trend from January- June 2010-2014 at National level   

  

Fig 2. CMAM Admission Trend from January- June  2014 at National level   

 

Fig3. CMAM admission trend from January-June 2014, SNNPR 
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Fig 3.  June 2013 and June 2014 GAM Comparison for BANs, Somali Region,  

 

 

Figure 1: Distributionof hotspot priority status, 2014 
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