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ACRONYMS: 

CHD: Child Health Day 

CPI: Consumer Price Index 

CSA: Central Statistical Agency 

DRMFSS: Disaster Risk Management and Food 

Security Sector 

EGTE: Ethiopian Grain Trade Enterprise 

EHNRI: Ethiopian Health and Nutrition Research 

Institute 

ENCU: Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit 

FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization 

FMOH: Federal Ministry of Health 

GAM: Global Acute Malnutrition 

HRF: Humanitarian Response Fund 

IMC: International Medical Corps 

ITCZ: Inter Tropical Convergent Zone 

MAM: Moderate Acute Malnutrition 

NDRMC: National Disaster Risk management 

Commission 

NMA: National Meteorological Agency 

OTP: Outpatient Therapeutic Program 

PLW: Pregnant and Lactating Women 

SAM: Severe Acute Malnutrition 

TFU: Therapeutic Feeding Unit 

TSF: Targeted Supplementary Food 

TSFP:  Targeted Supplementary Feeding Program 

WFP: World Food Programme 
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EARLY WARNING AND RESPONSE SUMMARY  

 
 

 

 The expected heavy falls in some areas of southern half of the country  would cause flash flood 

particularly over flood prone areas, thus, the concerned personnel should undertake appropriate 

measures ahead of time in order to minimize the effect of flood hazard in the  areas. 

 The anticipated normal rainfall over Oromiya (East and West Wellega, Jima, Ilu Aba Bora, West 

and North Shewa, Addis Ababa, West and East Harargie, Arsi, Bale, Borena and Guji), 

Gambela, Amhara(North and South Wollo, North Shewa, East and West Gojam, a few areas of 

North and South Gonder), Afar (Zone 3, 4 and 5), Tigray (Central, Southern and Eastern Tigray 

including a few areas of  Western Tigray) and SNNPR(Hadiya, Guragie, Kefa, Maji, Wolayita, 

Sidama, South Omo and Segen peoples) would favour season's agricultural activities particularly 

for long cycle crops.  Therefore, farmers are advised to take appropriate measures in order to 

make use of the expected moisture efficiently.  

 On the other hand due to the erratic nature of Belg rainfall extended dry spell is possible in some 

lowland areas of Belg rain benefiting areas. Thus, attention should be given in areas where 

deficient rain is expected in order to minimize the effect of water stress.  

 Even though an improvement of moisture condition has been observed in some localities, 

particularly as of the third dekade of February 2016, still there is a sever water shortage in some 

lowland areas due to the prolonged deficient rainfall condition observed during the previous 

successive dekades. As a result livestock migration is a normal phenomenon over some parts of 

the country. Therefore the concerned personnel should give proper attention based on the 

existing condition of  deficient areas like southern half of Afar, northern Somali, eastern and 

central Oromiya.  

 Flood is likely to happen in flood-prone areas with high probability in the southern and 

southeastern parts. Additionally, flash flood is anticipated in the north-eastern, central and 

eastern parts of the country. Taking into consideration the presence of El Nino effect with 

anticipated above-normal rains in the belg season, the risk of flash and river flood is high 

 The Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) caseload was 25,196 in January 2016 with a reporting 

rate  of 83.3 per cent from 12,771 OTP sites across the country. The cure rate reported was 

93.2%, default rate remained 1.3%, and death rate remained 0.3%. The non-responders remained 

0.6% while the medical transfers were 0.7 per cent. 

 NDRMC has reached 258,136 MAM children and women in priority-2 woredas of the country. 

 The screening results in Afar & Somali regions were not received on time resulting delayed 

dispatch of CSB in both regions in February. NDRMC/FMOH have collaborated to expedite the 

reporting of screening information to avoid future delays.  

 Ongoing emergency food assistance and PSNP transfer contributed for stable market price trend 

in most common staple cereals (maize and sorghum) in the recent months. However, market 

price are much higher compared to last year. 
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March 2016 weather conditions 

 

Map 1: Rainfall distribution in mm for the 

month of March 2016 

 Source: NMA 

During the month of March 2016, northwestern 

parts of SNNPR and a few areas of western 

Oromiya received rainfall amount greater than 

100 mm. Most  parts of SNNPR, parts of western 

and pocket areas of eastern Oromiya, eastern 

margin of Gambella including pocket areas of 

Amhara received falls ranging from 50 - 100 mm. 

Eastern margin of SNNPR, parts of western, 

southern and eastern Oromiya, parts of central 

Gambela, most parts of Amhara, parts of southern 

Tigray and southern half of Benishangul-Gumuz 

exhibited falls ranging from 25 –50 mm. Parts of 

central, southern and eastern Oromiya, most parts 

of western half of Somali, western parts of 

Gambala, northern half of Benishangul Gumuz, 

northwestern Amhara, most parts of western half 

of Tigray and western margin of Afar experienced 

falls between 5 - 25 mm. Little or no rain for the 

rest of the country. 

 

 

Map 2: Percent of normal rainfall distribution 

for March 2016 

 Source: NMA 

As can be seen from map 2, most parts of Tigray, 

northwestern and northern Amhara, Benishangul 

Gumuz, Gambella, western parts of  Oromiya and 

most parts of SNNPR experienced normal to 

above normal  rainfall during March 2016. The 

rest parts of the country exhibited below normal 

rainfall.   

 

Map 3: Number of Rainy day days for the 

month March 2016,         Source: NMA  



 

Early Warning and Response Directorate, NDRMC 

 

 

 

6     Early Warning and Response Analysis April, 2016    

Pocket areas of western Oromiya received falls in 

greater than 15 rainy days.  Parts of northern half 

of SNNPR and parts of  western Oromiya  

received falls in 10 -15 rainy days. Southern half 

of SNNPR, parts of western and central Oromiya 

and most parts of Amhara received falls in 6 -10 

rainy days. Parts of northern and a few areas of 

Amhara, southern half of Benishangul Gumuz, a 

few areas of western, southern and eastern 

Oromiya and a few areas of southern and 

northeastern Tigray received falls in 4- 6 rainy 

days. The observed distribution of rainfall could 

have positive impact on normal growth and 

development of Belg crops  in some localities  

where the Belg rain was in a good shape 

particularly in some highlands of Belg growing 

areas and would favor existing season’s 

agricultural activities like land preparation and 

sowing of long cycle crops.  The remaining parts 

of the country received falls in less than 6 rainy 

days during the month under review (March 

2016). Consequently, this deficient condition 

could have negative impact on the ongoing Belg 

agricultural activities.  

Weather outlook and possible impact for the 

coming month/April 1-30, 2016 

Under normal circumstance during the month of 

April, most parts of Belg rain benefiting areas 

receiving widespread rainfall as compared to that 

of the previous two months. Pursuant to the 

National Meteorological Agency’s forecast during 

the upcoming  April 2016 better rainfall is 

expected over most parts of Belg growing areas  

due to the anticipated better strength of Belg rain 

producing weather systems. Moreover, heavy falls 

which can be cause flash flood is likely in some 

areas of southern half of the country.  Thus, the 

concerned personnel should undertake appropriate 

measures ahead of time in order to minimize the 

effect of flood hazard in flood prone  areas.  On 

the other hand due to the erratic nature of Belg 

rainfall extended dry spell is possible in some 

lowland areas of Belg rain benefiting areas. Thus, 

attention should be given in areas where deficient 

rain is expected in the upcoming month in order to 

minimize the effect of water stress. 

Based on the above mentioned anticipated gradual 

strength of Belg rain producing systems most 

parts of  Belg benefiting areas will have better 

rainfall as compared to that of the previous two 

months.  Therefore, Sight to heavy rainfall is 

expected over Oromiya (East and West Wellega, 

Jima, Ilu Aba Bora, West and North Shewa, Addis 

Ababa, West and East Harargie, Arsi, Bale, 

Borena and Guji), Gambela, Amhara(North and 

South Wollo, North Shewa, East and West Gojam, 

a few areas of North and South Gonder), Afar 

(Zone 3, 4 and 5), Tigray (Central, Southern and 

Eastern Tigray including a few areas of Western 

Tigray) and SNNPR(Hadiya, Guragie, Kefa, Maji, 

Wolayita, Sidama, South Omo and Segen 

peoples). Besides the expected amount and 

distribution of rainfall will be normal in most 

cases, therefore this situation would favor the  

sowing and land preparation activities of long 

cycle crops like sorghum and maize including for 

the existing  Belg crops which are in a good shape 

in some localities for the remaining period of the 

season. Therefore, farmers are advised to take 

appropriate measures in order to make use of the 

anticipated moisture efficiently.  

FLLOD ALERT 
 

Following the incidences of flood in Amhara 

(Weldia Town, North Wollo zone); Somali 

(Jigjiga Town); Afar (Megale, Dallol, Ab’ala, 

Koneba, Berhale woredas in Zone 2) and Oromia 

(Dodota, Zeway Dugda, Hitosa woredas, Arsi 

zone and Adama, Lome, Dugda, and Bora 

woredas East Shewa zone) of the country in late 

March and early April 2016, the NDRMC-led, 

multi-sector National Flood Task Force was 

activated in early April. The National Task Force 

prepared multi-sector flood impact assessment 

checklists for rapid assessments to be conducted 
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in the flood affected regions in the second week of 

April.  

 

   

In Ethiopia, flood usually takes place at the peak 

of the kiremt rainy season (July and August) in 

most flood-prone areas. In Gambella flooding 

often occurs during August and September. In 

Somali region, heavy rains in the neighboring 

highland areas of Oromia usually cause flooding 

in the kiremt season. Unseasonal and above-

normal rainfall during October to January could 

also cause flooding in areas along Wabe Shebelle 

and Genale Rivers in Somali region and Omo 

River in SNNPR. Similarly, heavy rainfall in the 

surrounding highlands of Amhara, Tigray and 

Oromia often result in overflow of the Awash 

River and its tributaries in Afar. Flooding around 

Lake Tana (Fogera and Dembia Plains) is induced 

by backflow of Lake Tana and overflow of its 

major tributaries at times of heavy rainfall. It is 

also likely that heavy belg/gu/ganna seasonal rain 

(between February and May) induce flooding in 

belg-benefitting areas.  

 

 

FLOOD RISK AREAS  

Flood is likely to happen in flood-prone areas with 

high probability in the southern and southeastern 

parts. Additionally, flash flood is anticipated in 

the north-eastern, central and eastern parts of the 

country. Taking into consideration the presence of 

El Nino effect with anticipated above-normal 

rains in the belg season, the risk of flash and river 

flood is high in the below listed areas.  

SNNPR: Bonke and Mirab-Abaya woredas in 

Gamo Gofa zone; Dasenech, Nyangatom, Hamer, 

Jinka Town, Debub Ari and Semen Ari in South 

Omo zone; Loka Abaya woreda in Sidama zone 

and Humbo woreda in Wolayita zone.   

Somali: Kelafo, Mustahil, Ferfer, Gode, 

Bera’ano, and East Imy woredas in Shebelle zone; 

West Imy, Cherati, Dolo Bay and Hargele 

woredas in Afder zone; Dolo Ado woreda in 

Liben zone and Jigjiga Town.   

Oromia: Liben woreda in Guji zone; and 

Legehida, Gassera, Agarfa and Gololcha woredas 

in Bale zone; Dodota, Zway Dugda, Hitosa, Arsi 

zone; Boset, Dugda, Lome, Wenji and Bora in 

East Showa zone; Becho, Sebeta Awas and Illu in 

Southwest Shewa zone; Mega, Gelana and Abaya 

woredas in Borena zone.   

Dire Dawa City Administration.  

Tigray: South and Southeastern parts including 

Alamata and Raya woredas.  

Afar: Megale, Dallol, Berhale, Ab’ala and 

Koneba woredas in Zone 2; Chifra and Aysayita 

woredas in Zone 1; Amibara, Bure Mudaytu, 

Gewane, Awash Fentale, and Mille woredas in 

Zone 3.  

Amhara: Parts of North and South Wollo; and 

Oromia zones.  
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MARKET SITUATION 

 

Following the exhaustion of local production a 

nearly total supply of staple cereals in most 

markets of drought affected eastern and central 

parts of the country is from surplus producing 

areas of north western (sorghum), western and 

south western (maize) parts of the country. 

Traders played a role in transporting the items 

from the source to the destination market. In some 

cases, government and cooperatives are 

intervening in market supply of staple 

cereals in areas where prices are higher 

and traders are less involved. Ongoing 

emergency food assistance and PSNP 

transfer contributed for stable market 

price trend in most common staple 

cereals (maize and sorghum) in the 

recent months. However, market price 

are much higher compared to last year. In 

most markets, in the country Teff prices 

are exhibiting a continuously increasing 

pattern since the end of last lean period 

(September/October 2015), although harvests are 

coming in November/ December 2015. A price of 

Teff is also higher 

by 25 to 35 percent 

compares to last 

year.  In the drought 

affected areas of 

north eastern 

Amhara and Tigray, 

the most important 

cereal, sorghum has 

shown a significant 

increase and even in 

few markets prices 

are twice as high as 

last year for the local variety. In Mehoni market in 

southern Tigray price of sorghum is in March 

(1112 birr per 100 kg) almost increased by two 

fold compared to March 2015. However for 

cheaper variety sorghum that supplied from 

northwestern Tigray and Amhara the rate of 

increase has been bounded to 10 to 20 percent on 

average compared to last year.  Maize price, the 

most common staple cereal in most of eastern and 

central Oromia, and SNNPR is relatively stable 

since October/ December 2015, and this stable 

trend is attributed to massive emergency relief and 

PSNP transfer to the chronic and transitory food 

insecure needy population.  

Market supply for livestock is near normal in most 

markets for an anticipation of improved rain and 

feed in the coming months and lower than normal 

demand. Price for shoats remained stable or 

showed a slight declined compared to the 

preceding months. Unlike to the previous year, 

shoat price in March 2016 did not exhibit an 

increasing price pattern, rather some market like 
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Chiro showed a significant decline by about more 

than 35 percent. Price of oxen improved since last 

September/ October but prices are still lower 

compared to last year. For instance, in Wukro 

market in eastern Tigray ox price in March 2016 

(4150 birr per head) is lower by 35 percent 

compared to March 2015. Below average body 

condition and lower than normal market demand 

has contributed to lower market prices. 

NUTRITION 

 
 

The Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) caseload 

was 25,196 in January 2016 with a reporting rate 

of 83.3 per cent from 12,771 OTP sites across the 

country. The cure rate reported was 93.2%, 

default rate remained 1.3%, and death rate 

remained 0.3%. The non-responders remained 

0.6% while the medical transfers were 0.7 per 

cent. 

UNICEF has trained 22,882 out of total 38,000 

health workers/health extension workers.  

An additional 812 Stabilization Centres (SCs) will 

be established this year. UNICEF has mobilized 

445 SC opening kits, (188 distributed, 150 to be 

distributed within a month and another 107 within 

two months) and is securing resources for the 

remaining 367 kits needed for the new SCs 

planned for.  

WFP reached 135 woredas out of the 186 Priority-

1 woredas as of 20 March. On TSFP there is a 

current gap of 51 woredas which are expected to 

be covered by the end of March, with the supply 

of the CSB being received from Djibouti through 

a Government loan. 

The screening results in Afar & Somali regions 

were not received on time resulting delayed 

dispatch of CSB in both regions in February. 

NDRMC/FMOH have collaborated to expedite 

the reporting of screening information to avoid 

future delays. 

WFP & Government (NDRMC) have agreed on a 

lending-borrowing mechanism to mitigate 

periodic CSB pipeline breaks. This innovative 

mechanism will bridge shortfalls in the short term 

and mitigate gaps. 

WFP from January till mid-March 2016 has been 

able to reach 450,307 children and women with 

Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM).  

It is anticipated that with the resources borrowed 

from the government, the gap will covered and a 

total of 506,621 MAM children and women will 

be reached. This figure makes almost 30% of the 

HRD target for the first quarter. 

The supply of the TSF has been done on a 

monthly basis while the cumulative figure of the 

beneficiaries stands for January to March 2016 

Bi-Annual Nutrition Survey (BANS) have been 

completed in 21 Woredas in 6 regions and their 

results have been endorsed by the government. 

Based on the findings of the BANS, response and 

monitoring are recommended. 

NDRMC has reached 258,136 MAM children and 

women in priority-2 woredas of the country.  

Currently 129 (out of 186) P-1 & 48 (out of 154) 

P-2 Woredas are covered by Partners (NGOs). 

The P-1 woredas having no partners are 57 while 

P-2 woredas having no partners (NGOs) are 106 

in number. 

Nutrition Cluster has recommended large size 

projects for approval. Multi-sectoral nutrition 

program have been encouraged and 

recommended. 

10 out of 13 Projects having different multi-

sectoral combinations have been recommended 

for approval by the cluster and HRF Review 

Board. The multi-sector combinations are as 

under;    

(Nutrition + WaSH), (Agriculture + Nutrition + 

WaSH), (Nutrition + Health), (Nutrition + FSL + 

Health + WaSH) & (Nutrition + WaSH + FSL + 

NFI/Emergency Shelter) 
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Annex 1 

 

 

 


