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EU steps up support for Africa's Central Sahel countries

Brussels, 20 October 2020

Today, the European Union, Denmark and Germany and the United Nations co-host a virtual
Ministerial Roundtable on Africa's Central Sahel region, with the participation of donors and
international organisations, as well as the countries concerned: Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. The
event will discuss longer-term perspectives for countries in the region to overcome the spiral of
violence and humanitarian crises they are currently facing. It also aims at mobilising support for the
region, especially as coronavirus pandemic increases humanitarian needs.

Representing the EU at the event, Janez Lenarčič, Commissioner for Crisis Management, will pledge
a total of €43.6 million on behalf of the EU to the three countries in the Central Sahel region for the
rest of 2020.

Janez Lenarčič, said: “Throughout recent years, the EU has been particularly committed to the Sahel
and international support provided has been significant. Yet, the security, social and humanitarian
situation in Central Sahel is only deteriorating. In face of this dramatically worsening situation,
together – the international community and the governments concerned – we must do better, more
and act fast. Only by addressing the deep-rooted causes can we succeed in providing a better life to
the people caught in the crises afflicting the region.”

Jutta Urpilainen, Commissioner for International Partnerships said: “Today's conference is a very
clear sign of our solidarity towards the Sahel region and its people. Our €20 million support to the
World Food Programme will help the most vulnerable in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, and especially
pregnant and breastfeeding women and young children. We hope to assist 65,000 people next year
with this project. If we all join forces along the peace-development-humanitarian nexus and our
partner countries take responsibility for improving governance and reforms, I am convinced that we
can make a difference for the people in the Sahel. Team Europe will keep on supporting the people of
Sahel.”

The EU's pledge consists of:

€23.6 million in funding for humanitarian actions in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger.

€20 million in development funding to address the food crisis afflicting the Central Sahel
region, in cooperation with the World Food Programme.

Overall, EU and the EU Member States have mobilised around €8 billion since 2014 to help stabilise
the Sahel region.

Background

Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger are at the core of one of the world's fastest growing humanitarian crises
created by a combination of conflict, climatic changes and poverty. It is estimated that a staggering
13.4 million people across the Central Sahel are in need of humanitarian assistance.

In 2020, the EU has mobilised a total €84.6 million in humanitarian assistance for Central Sahel
countries, including the amount that will be pledged today. In June 2020, the EU also organised two
EU Humanitarian Air Bridge flights to Burkina Faso, carrying 26 tonnes of humanitarian supplies and
equipment needed for the coronavirus response in the country.

Since 2014, the EU has invested more than €3.4 billion in development cooperation for the three
Central Sahel countries Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger, with the objective to strengthen the capacities
of the state in the long term, while providing a short and medium-term response to the needs of the
most vulnerable population. The investments covered a broad range of areas: from security; good
governance; transparency; public finance; the respect of human rights to basic social services
(education, food security and health).
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