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holds. Another condition which the family should meet 
is that they have some labour capacity to engage and 
maintain the allocated piece of land.  
 Ms Mbedzi meets most of the stated criteria. 
She is looking at maximizing the plot to the full by grow-
ing different crops for household consumption and per-
haps selling the excess in order to meet family obliga-
tions. “I will be able to raise funds for school fees which 
will enable my remaining children to get an education 
although our nearest school is more than 10 kms 

away.”. Her eldest son, now 19 years old, is work-
ing in one of the nearby farms as a farm labourer 
after spending most of his teenage years herding 
cattle for neighbours in exchange for food to sup-
port his family. The other children are not going 
to school either but Ms Mbedzi is optimistic that 
the new development will enable her to send her 
children to school. Her great anticipation on how 
the project will change her life radiates through-
out the interview. 
 “With an all year round production, the 
sales from the crops can fully transform the lives 

Zhove Irrigation Scheme set to change farmers lives 

Zhove Irrigation Schme farmers are now assured of a year 

round cropping following completion of rehabilitative 

work on 18ha of land. Ms Takana Mbedzi , a mother of 

eight is of the beneficiaries who will benefit from this 

scheme. “ I am positive that the rehabilitation of this 

scheme will have significant impact on my life and my 

children, says an excited Ms Mbezi. She joined the 

scheme recently and wishes that the rehabilitative work 

had been done some years ago. She noted that many 

people who had attempted dry planting, did not harvest 

much because of reduced rainfall. 

 World Vision is implementing the project with 
funding from the ERF, OFDA and World Vision Korea re-
sources. Project beneficiaries include Households owning 
less than 4 heads of cattle, have high dependency ratio, 
have chronically ill person within the family, are caring 
for elderly parents, vulnerable female headed house-

Ms Mbedzi stands near the rehabilitated canal that will supply water to her plot.  

Bottom: Expansive Dam where water for irrigation will be drawn from.  
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ERF News: 

The ERF Board will meet on 22 June 2011 to review pro-

jects that have been recommended by clusters for possi-

ble funding.  

 Projects to be submitted to the Board include a 

health intervention addressing sexual and reproductive 

health among displaced and host communities in 

Chiredzi, WASH and Diptanks rehabilitation in Umguza 

District in Matebeland North and Emergency Irrigation 

support in Chiredzi, Mt Drawin and Bulilima.  The next 

Board meeting will take place on 23 August 2011. 

Continued next page 



of the farmers directly benefiting and indirectly bene-
fiting all farmers in the entire ward 7 and Beitbridge 
town. From the sales, farmers can be able to buy in-
puts for subsequent seasons. The total value of the 
crops produced from this scheme either through 
mono cropping of cereals or in rotation with vegeta-
bles and legumes is thus enough to produce/procure 
enough cereals required by this ward per year,” says 
enthusiastic World Vision officials.  
 Agritex is working closely with World Vision 
to advise the farmers on what to plant as well as care 
and management of the irrigation scheme. To start 
the project, World Vision is to give the 80 farmers 
some starter packs which with wheat and vegetable 
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Zhove Irrigation Scheme set to change farmers lives: continued 

 For more information contact Fernando Arroyo– arroyof@un.org  

or Lilian Nduta—nduta@un.org 
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seeds. In addition, WV provided 250 fruit trees that are 
will be planted in different parts of the scheme to en-
hance diet diversification.  
 The project is being undertaken in ward 7 of 
Beitbridge district. Though the project has been com-
pleted, WV is in consultation with ZINWA to ensure that 
water is provided. World Vision with participation of the 
recipient community cleared and levelled a total of 18.5 
ha although an additional 15.5 ha could be rehabilitated 
if resources were available. Each of the 80 benefiting 
households has been allocated a 0.2ha piece of land.  
Ms Mbedzi says she is very grateful to benefit from this 
irrigation scheme.  


