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$3.8 million 

Contribution in 2014 

$3 million 
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$58 million 
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ERF supports NWA response 
The new contribution from the Swedish International Cooperation Development Agency 
(SIDA) in August 2014 enabled the Pakistan Emergency Response Fund (ERF) to fund 
response activities to displaced persons from North Waziristan Agency (NWA). 

ERF allocated US$3.5 million to 26 projects in Bannu, DI Khan, Karrak and Lakki Marwat. 

Cluster Allocated Fund (US$) Project Location 

Education $725,000 5 projects in Bannu 

Food Security $500,000 3 projects in Lakki Marwat and Karrak 

Health $775,000 7 projects in DI Khan and Bannu 

Nutrition $670,000 5 projects in Bannu and Lakki Marwat 

Protection $700,000 5 projects in Bannu 

WASH $130,000 1 project in Bannu 

Through education projects, 165 temporary learning centres (TLCs) will be operational 
and 8 existing government schools will be strengthened in 36 union councils1 (UCs) in 
Bannu, covering approximately 18,000 students with equal enrolment of girls and boys. 
School supply kits will be provided to the TLCs and supported schools and teachers will 
be trained in Education in Emergency. Students will receive student packages and 
provided with psychosocial support. 

Livestock support under food security projects will target 1,830 livestock-owning families in 
9 UCs in Lakki Marwat and 600 families in 5 UCs in Karrak. The projects will provide 2,430 
livestock feed packages, 1,500 milking kits and vaccination services for small and large 
ruminants. 

Five health projects will strengthen 11 Basic Health Units (BHUs) in Bannu and 6 BHUs in 
DI Khan for delivery of primary health care, mother and child health care, reproductive 
health, and psychosocial supports. Basic health services will be complemented with health 
and hygiene community awareness sessions, and minor repairs to the health facilities. In 
addition, two projects will focus on basic renovations, and provision of medical supplies 
and equipment in 3 hospitals and 21 BHUs in Bannu. 

Nutrition projects will focus on Community-based Management of Acute Malnutrition 
(CMAM) centres and massive screening and referral activities. Twenty CMAM centres will 
be operational in Lakki Marwat by two implementing partners. Another partner will deploy 
additional community outreach teams in 16 UCs in Bannu to strengthen the operation of 

                                                      
1 Union councils are the fifth tier of government in Pakistan composed of elected councilors and civil servants, 

often known as village councils in rural areas and sometimes used to refer to localities in cities. 
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existing CMAM centres. Two projects for the operation of another ten CMAM centres in 
Banu are still being finalized. 

All five protection projects will be implemented in Bannu. Two child protection projects will 
target almost 12,000 children and 3,200 family members in 20 UCs in 40 child-friendly 
spaces (CFS). Activities will be implemented through CFS psychosocial supports, family 
reunification services, referral mechanism, life-skills-based education (LSBE) sessions for 
adolescents and community awareness sessions on child’s right and child protection. 
Three other projects are currently being finalized to support protection activities. 

A WASH project will assist more than 18,000 people in two UCs in Bannu by installing 
handpumps, constructing or rehabilitating latrines at schools and community level, 
distributing hygiene kits, and arranging community awareness sessions.  

ERF supports protection of vulnerable groups from 
violence 
In line with the national guidelines2, ERF is funding eight national NGO protection projects 
with activities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and some in FATA with four specifically relating to 
gender-based violence (GBV) or violence. One is a comprehensive GBV multi-sectoral 
prevention and response service in Kohat District for displaced people from Khyber, 
Kurram and Orakzai to meet the life-saving needs of GBV survivors and vulnerable 
women and girls. Just Peace Initiative, an NGO with expertise in alternate dispute 
resolution skills, is strengthening Musalihati Committees in Kohat District. These 
Committees are an indigenous way to resolve conflict and build peace within communities. 

In this last round of allocations, ERF will fund a GBV prevention and response service in 
six UCs of Kohat District to provide psychosocial support, legal assistance, reproductive 
health services, and assistance in legal documentation. 

GBV is one of the most widespread human rights abuses that endangers the physical 
integrity and emotional well-being of the survivors, particularly women and girls across the 
world. 

Displacement as a result of emergencies affects everyone, however, it affects women and 
girls differently from men and boys. When displaced and dislocated, women and girls often 
find themselves stateless and dependent on others. In periods of conflict and violence, 
men are often the main casualties. Women, in situations of armed conflicts, civil strife, or 
natural disasters often lose the capacity to sustain their families’ livelihoods due to loss of 
seeds, livestock and tools. Women and girls in displacement are at a heightened risk of 
GBV—particularly trafficking for sexual exploitation, forced prostitution and rape. Women 
are often more vulnerable in emergencies due to their lower social and economic status. 
This situation is further aggravated in emergencies when GBV is known to increase for a 
variety of reasons including, but not limited to, the breakdown of social 
structures/protective mechanisms, the weakening of norms regulating social behaviour 
and traditional social system3. 

Education support to displaced children in Kohat 
Support from the ERF is helping displaced children living in hosting areas in KP to resume 
their education which in turn helps and improve their life chances. PADO, a national NGO, 
is implementing an education project in Kohat District for children from FATA funded by 
the ERF. By the end of this project, 2,750 children (1,375 boys and 1,375 girls) will be 
supported in school; 10 additional teachers will be recruited and trained in Kohat; 2,750 
children will be provided with learning kits; school-in-a-box and recreational kits will be 
provided to select schools; and teachers will be trained in education emergency, 
psychosocial support, life-skills-based education and classroom management. 

                                                      
2 National Policy Guidelines on Vulnerable Groups in Disaster, NDMA, Gender and Child Cell, May 2014. 
3 KP/FATA Protection Cluster Detailed Assessment, May 2014. 

Zainab is one of 2,750 
children from FATA who 
resumed their education 
with ERF support.  

“We could not afford her 
educational expenses so 
I had to abandon her 
from going to school,” 
said her mother. 

Zainab is the only 
member of her family 
who has ever been to 
school. “I used to get up 
early in the morning to 
help my mother in house 
work but I like school 
more than working at 
home,” she says, “I was 
so happy on the first day 
when I get enrolled, all 
the teachers are good, 
and I have fun playing 
with other girls which 
mesmerized me. I made 
so many new friends in 
school.” 

Her mother now says, “I 
will support my daughter 
to continue her studies. 
This will provide her the 
opportunity to lead a 
successful life, and I 
pray that she completes 
her education and live a 
happy life.” 
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Nine-year old Zainab is 
excited to be back in 
school in Kohat District. 
The support from the ERF 
to the education activities 
is enabling Zainab to 
continue her studies and 
pursue her dream of 
becoming a teacher.  

Zainab’s family was forced 
to flee from their village, 
Tappa Kaly, to her 
relatives in Kohat District 
following the increase in 
security operations in their 
area. “We had no idea 
when we heard the firing 
and shelling in our village, 
I shouted for my daughters 

to come inside for safety, we were terrified when the fighting started,” says Zainab’s 
mother. 

Zainab was still in primary school when her family fled to safety. Uneducated herself, 
Zainab’s mother was unable to look after her six daughters and two sons on her own. 
They went to live with Zainab’s uncle in Kohat District. Her mother told her to abandon her 
plans to continue her education and to support her at home. “We could not afford her 
educational expenses so I had to abandon her from going to school,” said her mother. 

Zainab is the only member of her family who has ever been to school. “I used to get up 
early in the morning to help my mother with housework but I like school more than working 
at home,” she says. 

During routine field visits, the PADO team heard of Zainab’s story and met with her mother 
to convince her to enroll her daughter in the nearby Government Girls Primary School 
Bilitang. The school had been added onto an ERF project implemented by PADO and was 
provided with necessary supplies and learning materials. Zainab then received a student 
learning kit. 

“I was so happy on the first day when I enrolled, all the teachers are good, and I have fun 
playing with other girls which mesmerized me. I made so many new friends in school,” 
said Zainab. She studies with other children enrolled in this school. Her teacher says 
Zainab is bright and catching up quickly. 

Her mother now says, “I will support my daughter to continue her studies. This will provide 
her the opportunity to lead a successful life, and I pray that she completes her education 
and live a happy life.” 

Thousands of children have been deprived of their education when they had to flee their 
homes. Girls are particularly at risk of disrupted education as their access to education is 
already limited by cultural norms and usually tasked to help with household chores. ERF 
funding supports children displaced from FATA and gives them the chance to resume their 
education which gives them hope for the future and an opportunity to pursue their dreams. 
Zainab is one of 2,750 children from these insecure areas of FATA who were able to 
resume their education with the help of ERF support.  

Grievance and Legal Desks help displaced people 
As a result of security operations in North Waziristan Agency, Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas (FATA) more than 1 million people were reportedly displaced to various areas 
of neighbouring districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; into Balochistan, Punjab and Sindh 
Provinces; and into Afghanistan. 

The FATA Disaster Management Authority (FDMA) set up a registration centre at Ali Zai in 
lower Kurram Agency to register these families as displaced. 

 

Over 1 million people were 

registered as displaced 

from NWA and off these 

NADRA has verified almost 

70,000 families. 

 

Zainab playing with her friends in school. Photo credit: PADO 

Photo credit: PADO 
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BEST, a national NGO, provides protection4 services in Kurram Agency at Ali Zai 
registration point with trained male and female grievance, legal and protection officers to 
displaced people with OCHA ERF funding. People can access protection services and 
rights through Grievance Desks, legal aid and support on civil documentations. Protection 
monitoring and consultations, and protection awareness sessions are also offered.  

In late August, the BEST team met Haroon 
Rashid during protection monitoring at Ali 
Zai registration point. He was sitting alone 
under the shade of a tree at Ali Zai with a 
despondent face. When BEST team 
members asked about the reason of his 
unhappiness he said, “They are not issuing 
[a] green registration card to me.” 
Registering with the Government as a 
displaced person from a notified area 
would qualify him to receive government 
assistance. 

The FDMA registration team had asked 
him to provide his nikah nama (marriage 
certificate) to verify him as the head of 
household for registration. Haroon had left 
these documents behind when fleeing to a 
safe place from the on-going security 
operations. He was worried he would not 
be registered as a displaced person and 
would not receive any humanitarian support. 

The BEST Protection Officer referred him to the Legal Desk and to bring his Computerized 
National Identity Card (CNIC) along with his father’s CNIC. The Legal Officer noticed that 
Haroon’s family tree number was different from his father’s CNIC number. A different 
family tree number means the card holder is married and has his own separate family. 

The Legal Officer met with FDMA registration officials to clarify Haroon’s situation which 
would make him eligible for registration. They were able to clarify with the FDMA that the 
National Database Registration Authority issues a separate family tree number when a 
person is married and no further verification is needed in this case. With the help of the 
BEST Protection Officer advocating on his behalf, the registration authorities reconsidered 
Haroon’s case and registered him as a displaced person.  

Haroon was then able to receive food and non-food items assistance at the registration 
point. He is now eligible for Government humanitarian assistance and services available in 
the area of displacement. 

                                                      
4 Humanitarian protection means provision of services that ensure dignity and humanitarian as per people’s 

human rights. 

 

BEST staff members register concerns at a Grievance and 
Legal Desk established at Ali Zai. Photo credit: BEST 

Photo credit: BEST 
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