
  

 

 

The Ministry of Education and Higher Education and UN Agencies launch this 
year’s Back to School campaign celebrating school heroes  

 
More than 400,000 children of all nationalities in Lebanon to be provided with free access to 

public schools  
 
Beirut, August 31, 2017 – The Ministry of Education and Higher Education joined efforts with UNICEF, UNHCR, 
UNESCO, the World Bank and International Donors for the launch of this year’s back to school campaign. The 
campaign, titled ‘Abtal Al-Madrasa / School Heroes’, pays tribute to all the inspiring individuals who push through 
every challenge to prioritize education and most importantly the children themselves who put their presence and 
success in school above all else.  
 
“Our aim is to ensure every child in Lebanon has access to good quality education,” said H.E. Minister Marwan 
Hamadeh. “Last year, 260,000 Lebanese and 195,000 non-Lebanese children between the ages 3 and 18 were 
enrolled in public schools. This increase was only possible through commitment and dedication of hundreds of civil 
servants at the Ministry, the heroic efforts of children, parents and communities aided by the generosity of our 
partners and international donors.  We count on all of you to continue this support to reach more children this year. 
The Lebanese public education system is under a lot of strain and in need of substantial improvement of systems and 
capacities. We can only continue our successes through the sustained commitment of the international community 
to the future of children in Lebanon and their enrolment in schools.” 
 
Under the umbrella of the Ministry of Education and Higher Education’s Back to School initiative, 14 donor countries 
and funds, 4 UN agencies, more than 100 local and international NGOs in addition to hundreds of Lebanese civil 
servants in public institutions are providing financial, operational and logistical support to guarantee access to formal 
and non-formal education for children and youth aged between 3 and 18 while strengthening the long-term capacity 
of the Lebanese public education system to improve the quality of education services.  
 
“A child’s place is in school. But before children can go to schools several people and institutions who believe in the 
importance of education must step in to remove hurdles and pave the way for these children: those are the people 
we honour today.” said Ms. Tanya Chapuisat, UNICEF’s representative in Lebanon “parents, teachers, ministries, 
humanitarian workers and donors; you’ve all played an important role to get almost 400,000 children in basic 
education last year. We count on you to keep the promise for children and ensure they can continue with their 
education next year.”   
 
Through the Back to School initiative, all children in public schools are provided with text books and stationery. For 
non-Lebanese students the tuition fees are also paid and for Lebanese children the Parent Council fees at schools are 
covered ($60) – the Government of Lebanon covers the remaining fees for Lebanese children.  Additionally 147 
schools were rehabilitated this year and more than 29,000 children accessed Non-Formal Education programmes like 
Early Childhood Education, Accelerated Learning Program, and Basic Literacy and Numeracy.  
 
“Education plays a central role in protecting young refugees and preparing them for a brighter future when it is safe 
for them to return home”, said Ms. Mireille Girard, UNHCR’s Representative in Lebanon. “Children who have missed 
out on education for years have the chance to attend schools and are supported to join educational programmes 
thanks to unwavering support from the Ministry of Education and Higher Education, donors, and partners.” And 
added that: “Community volunteers play an invaluable role in raising awareness about school enrolment and the 



  

 

importance of education, and in supporting the retention of refugee children in schools. We salute their efforts, and 
those of everyone who works tirelessly to ensure a brighter future for young refugees”. 
 
This year special efforts have been made to reach every child in their community and encourage parents to enrol 
children in public school. An innovative social media and communication campaign has been launched to reinforce 
the message that each member of society has a role to play to ensure children’s access to education. Through the 
UN’s community outreach programmes tens of thousands of the most vulnerable children were reached to ensure 
parents and children understand the education pathways available to them and encourage enrolment and a 
dedicated hotline service to answer questions related to school enrolment (01-594300).  
 
UNESCO’s Representative to Lebanon, Hamed Alhamami stressed the importance of secondary education saying 
“Because all youth have the right to quality education, and because education improves young people’s future 
prospects in life and work, UNESCO will continue to partner with the Ministry of Education and Higher Education to 
pay tuitions for non-Lebanese young students in public schools in addition to providing logistical support to the 
Ministry.” 
 
While generous funding has been provided by donors, last year’s Back to School initiative still faces a USD 9.8 million 
funding gap. At the same time next year’s initiative faces a USD 25 - 35 million funding gap. 
 
Registration for the academic year 2017/18 starts on September 5th for Lebanese children and September 18th for 
non- Lebanese children. 
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For more information please contact:  
 
Ministry of Education and Higher Education 
Albert Chamoun   Sonia Khoury 
T: +961 3 394 994   T : +961 1 77 24 50 
E: albertchamoun@gmail.com E : SKhoury@MEHE.gov.lb  
  
UNICEF 
Soha Boustani,                                            Salam Abdulmunem 
T: +961 3 236 167                                       T : +961 7 996 605 
E: sboustani@unicef.org                           E : sabdulmunem@unicef.org 
 
UNHCR                                                           
Lisa Abou Khaled   Scott Craig  
T : +961 71 880 070   T: +961 71 910 332                                                            
E : aboukhal@unhcr.org   E:craigs@unhcr.org 
 
UNESCO 
Rana Abdul Latif   Jana Jabbour 
T: 03-898453   T: 03-139841 
E: r.abdul-latif@unesco.org  E: j.jabbour@unesco.org  
 
Memac Ogilvy 
Layale Abou Antoun / Charbel Ghsoub 
T: +961 1 486065                                            
E: layale.abouantoun@ogilvy.com 
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The funding for the Back to School initiative 2017/18 has been provided by: 

• The Government of Germany 
• The European Union 
• The Government of the United Kingdom 
• The Government of Canada 
• The Government of the United States 
• The Government of Norway 
• The Government of France 
• The Government of Australia 
• The Saudi Fund for Development 
• The Government of Italy 
• The Government of Kuwait 
• The Clooney Foundation for Justice 
• The Kuwaiti Fund for Advancement of Science 
• The Government of China 
• Rahmatan Lil ‘Alamin Foundation 

 
In addition to private donors from the Canada, Kuwait and USA. 
 
 


