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Tropical Cyclone Nilam: Maldives, Sri Lanka and India 
 
Highlights 
 

Severe weather conditions on Monday 29 October, including a tornado and heavy rain, have resulted 
in flooding of up to five feet in the Maldives, affecting 24 islands. When passing through northeastern 
Sri Lankan near Trincomalee on 30 October, Tropical Cyclone Nilam affected 16 out of 25 districts in 
the island. The storm later intensified and hit the Indian states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. It 
made landfall on 31 October, 2012. Winds of a speed of up to 101 km/h were reached. The capital of 
Tamil Nadu, the coastal city of Chennai which is home to 4.5 million, was largely spared.  

Maldives: In the Maldives, a total of 142 households were severely affected in the two worst hit 
islands, HA Hoarafushi and Hdh. Nolhiravaramfaru. Another 27 households were moderately affected 
in 22 other islands, with heavy floods and damages from tornadoes. An estimated 600 people have 
been displaced. Important water and sanitation problems are affecting 12 islands and need 
immediate attention. Although no diseases outbreaks have been reported, assistance is being 
requested to avoid epidemics. 

Sri Lanka: In Sri Lanka, mainly the North and the North-East of the island were affected. The 
damages have been caused by the cyclone and also by the floods that resulted. According to the 
National Disaster Management Center of Sri Lanka, a total of 68,217 individuals of 18,187 families 
were affected. A large part of the affected population (over 20,000) is from the newly resettled areas 
in Mullaitivu district. In total 7434 people from 1917 families have been displaced in the island, 
now housed in 37 welfare centers. Three deaths were reported as well as 12 injured. Authorities 
have said that the situation is under control and no request for international assistance has been 
made. Material losses reported in Sri Lanka include 2, 891 damaged houses and 41 destroyed. 
While in India over 100 trees were uprooted, as well as several telephone and lamp posts. Main 
damage in the Maldives is to water supply and sanitation systems. Total damages are still to be 
assessed. 

India: As per latest reports, the overall death toll of the cyclone is eight, while six tanker crew 
members are missing after their lifeboat capsized off the coast of Chennai, India. The storm brought 
heavy showers and strong winds but caused far less destruction than expected. In India, media 
reports indicate that around 150,000 people were moved to shelters in Nellore district in Andhra 
Pradesh state. Around 4,000 people have been evacuated from Mahabalipuram into government 
provided shelters. Five coastal districts in Andhra Pradesh are still on alert. 

 
Incident Site Mapping 
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Situation Analysis 

 

 Severe weather conditions on Monday 29 October, including a tornado and heavy rain, have 
resulted in flooding of up to five feet in the Maldives, affecting 24 islands. Raining began around 
4:30pm on Monday and reportedly continued non-stop until dawn on Tuesday 30. 

 When passing through northeastern Sri Lankan near Trincomalee on 30 October, Tropical 
Cyclone Nilam affected 16 out of 25 districts in the island. The storm later intensified and hit the 
Indian states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh. It made landfall between Mamallapuram (55km 
from Chennai) and Kalpakkam, at about 09:00 GMT on 31 October, 2012. Winds of a speed of up 
to 101 km/h were reached. The capital of Tamil Nadu, the coastal city of Chennai which is home 
to 4.5 million, was largely spared.  

 

Maldives  
In the Maldives, a total of 142 households were severely affected in the two worst hit islands, HA 
Hoarafushi and Hdh. Nolhiravaramfaru. Another 27 households were moderately affected in 22 other 
islands, with heavy floods and damages from tornadoes. An estimated 600 people have been 
displaced. Important water and sanitation problems are affecting 12 islands and need immediate 
attention. Although no diseases outbreaks have been reported, assistance is being requested to 
avoid epidemics. 

 

Sri Lanka  

In Sri Lanka, mainly the North and the North-East of the island were affected. The damages have 
been caused by the cyclone and also by the floods that resulted. According to the National Disaster 
Management Center of Sri Lanka, a total of 68,217 individuals of 18,187 families were affected. A 
large part of the affected population (over 20,000) is from the newly resettled areas in Mullaitivu 
district. In total 7434 people from 1917 families have been displaced in the island, now housed in 
37 welfare centers. Three deaths were reported as well as 12 injured. Authorities have said that the 
situation is under control and no request for international assistance has been made. Material losses 
reported in Sri Lanka include 2, 891 damaged houses and 41 destroyed. While in India over 100 
trees were uprooted, as well as several telephone and lamp posts. Main damage in the Maldives is to 
water supply and sanitation systems. Total damages are still to be assessed.  

 

India  

As per latest reports, the overall death toll of the cyclone is eight, while six tanker crew members 
are missing after their lifeboat capsized off the coast of Chennai, India. The storm brought heavy 
showers and strong winds but caused far less destruction than expected. In India, media reports 
indicate that around 150,000 people were moved to shelters in Nellore district in Andhra Pradesh 
state. Around 4,000 people have been evacuated from Mahabalipuram into government provided 
shelters. Five coastal districts in Andhra Pradesh are still on alert. 

 

The cyclone is set to move northwestwards and weaken gradually into a deep depression during the 
next 12 hours, according to the Meteorological Office in Chennai.  

 
Government and WHO Response 
 

WHO is working with governments to provide support and is closely following up the 
situation with all three countries  

 
Maldives  
 Health kits will be mobilized for the response support to Maldives. WHO has also provided 

technical support concerning key guidelines and has advised that South-east Asia Regional 
Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF) is available upon request.  

 In Maldives, the Hoarafushi Island Council, from the worst affected island, has provided 
housing and food for a number of islanders at a public building.  
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 The island’s youth together with the island council have formed a task force to coordinate 
relief efforts and seek assistance. The flood waters have now receded or have been pumped 
out by the joint efforts of the island council, the island’s youth, police, the Maldives National 
Defence Force (MNDF), officials of the Maldives Transport and Contracting Company (MTCC) 
and staff from the nearby Manafaru resort. Joint efforts included putting up sandbags, moving 
furniture and other items to safe locations and pumping water from clogged roads. 

 The MNDF Northern Area Command meanwhile launched efforts in collaboration with island 
councils on Monday to pump water from the affected northern islands, including Haa Alif 
Baarah and Haa Dhaal Hanimadhoo in addition to Hoarafushi. 

 The DMC has set up an ‘emergency working group’ with the MNDF, Maldivian Red Crescent 
and the Local Government Authority to assess damage caused by flooding and coordinate 
relief efforts. 

 Emergency health kits are also being mobilized for use in the coming days to the affected 
areas.  

 
Sri Lanka  
 In Sri Lanka, local authorities and the Sri Lanka Red Cross (SLRC) are assessing the extent 

of damages today. Official requests for assistance will be communicated centrally from the 
DMC to the international community if necessary. 

 National authorities have been monitoring the situation and provided evacuation warnings to 
areas of risk. Jaffna and Mullaitivu were issued warnings to evacuate at least 500 meters from 
the coast on the eve of 29 October. The warnings remain in effect. 

 Reservoirs country-wide are being replenished and sluice gates are being opened in some 
areas to manage water flow. 

 
India  
 In India, State authorities turned 282 schools into relief centres in Chennai. The city's port 

halted cargo operations, officials said. Twenty-three ships were moved to safer areas. 154,000 
people have been evacuated. 

 Power has been restored to all affected communities after the storm and food and shelter is 
being provided by the authorities. 

 The government has set up control rooms at the secretariat in Hyderabad and at the district 
and division level.  

 Senior IAS cadres have been posted in 13 coastal mandals as special officers and teams 
have been kept ready for evacuation in low-lying areas, according to authorities. 

 
Table 1: Summary of the impact of the event 

Country  Impact  of the event  
 India   2 states affected 

 154,000 displaced 
 5 deaths 
 6 missing 
 Moderate material damages 

 Sri Lanka    Flooding with 16 districts affected 
 68, 217 people affected 
 7,434 displaced 
 2,981 houses damaged 
 41 houses destroyed 
 3 deaths 
 12 injured 
  

 Maldives   Flooding with 24 islands affected 
 169 households affected 
 600 displaced 
 Important WASH issues 
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Contact Address  

 
No. Organization Name and Title Email Phone 
1 WHO SEARO Dr. Roderico Ofrin 

Regional Advisor 
EHA  

ofrinr@searo.who.int +9111-2337 0804 
(Extn. 26444) 

2 WHO SEARO Dr. Kyaw Win Vijaynath 
Technical Officer 
EHA 

vijaynathk@searo.who.int +9111-2337 0804 
(Extn. 26430) 

 
Source of Information: Information from the following sources were taken as references. The 
information provided many not be accurate and could be changed accordingly. It is for internal use 
and not to be quoted. 
 

1. WHO Country Offices 
2. National Disaster Management Centers 
3. UN OCHA 
4. International and national media outlets 


