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Highlights 
 On the morning of 16 May, cyclonic storm Mahasen made landfall in Patuakhali district in 

southern Bangladesh moved forward to the northeast away from Myanmar, weakened 
and dissipated on 17 May. 

 Relevant storm tracking sites stopped tracking the weather system once it moved over 

northern Bangladesh early on 17 May. 

 7 deaths were reported by the Government of Sri Lanka. 
 The Government of Bangladesh reported 14 deaths, 65 injured persons. 
 Myanmar was spared much impact from the cyclone, since the storm took a more 

westerly track than anticipated.  

 Cyclone Mahasen was weakened in its strength from category 3 to tropical storm, 

category 1.  

 Assessments indicate that there is no significant damage; however there are localized 

pockets of flooding which may see limited needs for provision of drinking water, 

sanitation and hygiene, and temporary shelter to people who have been affected. 

 Most of the deaths were caused due to trees falling or homes collapsing as noted. 
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Caption: Cyclone Mahasen hits Bangladesh and 

Myanmar. (Source: NASA, Earth Observatory) 

Caption: People at risk being evacuated to 

safer locations in Bangladesh. (Source: AFP) 

Caption: 

Heavy rains at 

an IDP camp 

in Rakhine 

State, 

Myanmar. 

(Source: EPA)  



Situation Analysis 

 
 
 

 

Cyclone Mahasen 

 

 On the morning of 16 May, cyclonic storm Mahasen made landfall in Patuakhali district in 

southern Bangladesh it then moved forward to the northeast away from Myanmar weakened and 

dissipated on 17 May. 

 Relevant storm tracking sites stopped tracking the weather system once it moved over northern 

Bangladesh early on 17 May. 

 Cyclone Mahasen was weakened in its strength from category 3 to tropical storm, category 1.  

 Assessment indicates that there is no significant damage; however there are localized pockets of 

flooding which may see limited needs for provision of drinking water, sanitation and hygiene, and 

temporary shelter to people who have been affected 

 Most of the deaths were caused due to trees falling or homes collapsing as noted. 

Sri Lanka 

 

 7 deaths were reported by the Government. 

 A total of 7,339 people were affected by the storm, of which 3,861 were rendered homeless. 

 Heavy rains from the cyclone's outer bands caused significant flooding in Sri Lanka.  

 As much as 146.3 mm (5.76 in) of precipitation fell in Ratnapura while 113 mm (4.4 in) was 

reported in Kurunegala. 

 

India 

 

 Severe storms in Andhra Pradesh, India caused eight deaths and injured four others; all of the 

casualties were the result of lightning. 

 Heavy rains from the storms also flooded 739 hectares (1,800 acres) of crops and drowned 

23 livestock. 

 The system also brought a hot air mass to parts of southeastern India, with Chennai recording 

temperatures as high as 39.6 °C (103.3 °F). 

 Across Odisha, the storm brought scattered strong storms, producing winds up to 72 km/h 

(45 mph) in Balasore.  

 The heaviest rains fell in Malkangiri where 48 mm (1.9 in) was measured. 

 

Bangladesh 

 

 Heavy rain and fierce winds that flattened mud and straw huts and forced the evacuation of more 

than 1 million people. 

 Holidays had been cancelled for all health officials and employees in all of the coastal districts. 

 Heavy rain and fierce winds that flattened mud and straw huts and forced the evacuation of more 

than 1 million people. 

 A total of 1,285,508 people were affected by the storm throughout the country. 

 At least 14 people were killed across the country, thousands of people were also injured and 

many livestock were killed.  

 The most severe damage and greatest loss of life took place in the Barguna District. 

 Since most of low lying areas were inundated with tidal up surge, poor water quality and 

sanitation situation may lead to various communicable diseases.  

 



Response 

The following table details casualties due to Cyclone Mahasen in Bangladesh: 

 
No Category Number affected 

1 Deaths 14 

2 Injured persons admitted to hospitals 22 

3 Injured persons treated 43 
 

Myanmar 

 

 Myanmar was spared much impact from the cyclone, since the storm took a more westerly track 
than anticipated.  

 The storm's effects were limited to some rain and waves in northwestern areas, with 2 m (6.6 ft.) 
waves reported in Maungdaw Township. 

 There were rains and mild wind in Sittwe, Maungdaw and Buthitaung, Northern part of Rakhine 

State.  

 In Sittwe few huts and makeshift tents were destroyed.  

 In Maungdaw, because of heavy rain, some earthen roads to IDP villages are destroyed so that 
cars and motorbikes cannot reach there. 

 Apart from that, there were no major damages. Government announced that there were no 
casualties and injuries. 

 Approximately 120,000 people were evacuated in preparation for the cyclone. 

 Accompanying rain will further undermine the living conditions of already vulnerable IDPs, and 
pose threats to access to safe water, sanitation and therefore health and nutrition of the most 
vulnerable, especially children. 

 

 
 

 
Government and MoH 
 
 Sri Lanka 
 

 The Government of Sri Lanka is coordinating with its partners in meeting the needs of those 
affected and displaced by the storm.  

 Landslide warnings were issued in the hilly districts as some of the hilly areas have seen 

torrential rain.  

 Some 60 fishing boats that defied weather warnings had to be rescued from the eastern coast of 
the island nation, officials said. 

 National Disaster Management Center (NDMC) in coordination with the District Secretariat 
Divisions is taking all necessary measures to support those affected. 

 It said 4,962 people belonging to 1,281 families had been evacuated to safer locations.  

 So far government has not requested for assistance.  

India 

 Schools in Manipur and Mizoram had a half day on May 16 and remained closed the following 

day. The Government of Assam was also on alert for possible effects from the storm. 

 Coastal districts of Odisha were placed on alert for heavy rains and gusty winds associated with 

the passage of the cyclone. 

 So far the government has not requested for assistance.  

 

 



Bangladesh
1
 

 National Crisis Management Centre and Control room of the DGHS are opened for 24/7 basis.  

 Control Rooms of coastal belt health facilities have been opened. A significant number of medical 

teams are on alert.  

 At moment there are no shortages of emergency drugs in buffer stocks of these areas. 

 While the Government hasn’t requested assistance from the international community, clusters 

have been working with the Government to ensure complementary efforts.  

 All clusters are reviewing and/or revising their contingency plans with input from all cluster 

members, updating stocks and pre-positioning supplies in at-risk locations such as Chittagong. 

Myanmar
2
 

 The Government of Myanmar reported that almost 120,000 people were evacuated to safer and 

higher places.  

 The Government provided boats for the relocation of other IDPs in Pauktaw and informed 

villagers through multiple channels such as loudspeakers, the use of yellow flags, and leaflets. 

 The Ministry of Health and the heath sector have deployed 10 mobile teams to Sittwe and 

activated its emergency plan. No teams identified major protection issues and early reports 

indicate that the majority of communities are returning to their previous camps or host 

communities. 

 Currently no emergency health response is requested by Ministry of Health. 

WHO 

Sri Lanka 

 Government has not requested assistance yet and WHO is monitoring the situation closely.  
 
Bangladesh 
 

 WHO is closely monitoring the overall situation with DGHS and assured for providing necessary 

technical support in this regard.  

 A SHOCK room has been established in WHO Country Office to communicate and operate all the 

activities with regional, national and sub national level. 

 2 IEHK (Inter-agency Emergency Health Kits) kits having 20 basic and 2 supplementary kits are 

being prepositioned for Chittagong and Barisal division. Emergency drugs, dressing materials, 

Water Purification Tablets will be sent to Chittagong and Barisal by the evening of 15 May 2013. 

 A team from WHO is going to Chittagong to strengthen health sector preparedness mechanism 

for coordinated response to upcoming cyclone as well as enhanced surveillance and monitoring 

system. 

 WHO-EHA Medical team has been sent to Chittagong and Barisal divisions for supporting the 

local health authority to assess the needs as well as for Early recovery 

 WHO has some field based official such as Divisional Coordinators and Surveillance Medical 

Officers who are stationed at Divisional Director (Health Office) and District Civil Surgeon Office. 

They are ready for providing any kind of medical support needs assessments and closely 

maintain liaison with them. 

 
 

                                                           
1
 Further details in WCO Bangladesh Situation Report 2 “Cyclone Mahasen Potential in Chittagong division, Bangladesh” 

2
 Further details in WCO Myanmar Situation Report 2 “Cyclone Mahasen in Rakhine State, Myanmar” 



Contact Address 

Sources of Information 

India 
 

 WHO is on stand-by position to provide support as and when required.  

 
 
Myanmar 

 WHO supported 5 basic health kits to Sittwe as a pool of resources with partners for pre-

positioning of emergency health supplies. 

 WHO Myanmar has sent two national staffs to join MoH teams to conduct rapid damage 

and need assessment in affected townships and to facilitate the HSCM at SHD.  

 WHO SEARO has provided 175,000 USD as first trench from Southeast Asia Regional 

Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF) and made ready for another 175,000 USD as 

second trench to support the affected communities. 

 No teams identified major protection issues and early reports indicate that the majority of 

communities are returning to their previous camps or host communities. 

 Currently no emergency health response is requested by Ministry of Health. 

 WHO continued its support HSCM in Sittwe and at Nay Pyi Taw with health partners. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Information from the following sources was taken as references. The information provided many not be 
accurate and could be changed accordingly. It is for internal use and not to be quoted. 

1. WHO Country Offices, 
2. Ministry of Health, 
3. National Disaster Management Centers, 
4. International and national media. 

No. Organization Name and Title Email Phone 

1 WHO SEARO  
Dr Roderico Ofrin, 
Regional Coordinator 
EHA SEARO 

ofrinr@who.int 

Room 430 00-91-11-

23309444      (Direct 

Line) 00-91-11-

23370804       

Extension 2644 

2 
WHO 
Bangladesh  

Dr Kazi Abul Hossain Md. 
Akram,  
EHA Focal Point, 
WCO Bangladesh 
 

akramk@searo.who.int 
+  801713004166, 
01714165215, 
01713004166 

3 WHO India 
Dr Reuben Samuel 
EHA Focal Point, 
WCO India 

samuelr@who.int 

00-91-11-

26162846/42595600, 

00-91-9717694500 

4 WHO Myanmar 

Dr Maung Maung Lin 

EHA Focal Point, 

WCO Myanmar 

 

linm@searo.who.int 
00-95-9-505 2992 

 

5 WHO Sri Lanka 
Dr Edwin Ceniza Salvador, 
EHA Focal Point 
WCO Sri Lanka 

salvadore@who.int 00-94-77-2288404 

mailto:akramk@searo.who.int
mailto:salvadore@who.int

