
  

 

Update 

 

 Two teams conducting 

assessments of  villages in 

Rudraprayag and Chamoli 

districts. 

 

 Meeting with Uttarakhand 

Government and NDMA 

for NGO co-ordination  

 

 Assessment in Chamoli 

district in progress 

 

 Distribution of 500 

Hygiene kits in Ukhimat 

Block, Rudraprayag on 

July 8 planned. 

 

 Government requires 212 

doctors and 96 specialists 

for 2– 3months 
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UTTARAKHAND FLOOD RELIEF UPDATE 

DONATE NOW! 

Please  send in your cheques/DDs favouring EFICOR, New Delhi or transfer funds directly from 
any State Bank of India located in India to EFICOR (Account No: 30647111974, RTGS/NEFT 
code SBIN0001706). All donations are exempted under section 80 (G) of the IT Act of 
1961. Regd. No.DIT (E) 2010-11/DEL - EE21725 -06042010/4 dated 6/6/2010 valid from 

2010-11 onwards.  

Overseas donations may be sent to State Bank of Mysore, Nehru Place, New Delhi 110019. 
A/c No: 11/963 (old ), 54015789609 (New) . Swift Code SBMYINBB415.   

Please also send us details of the transfer by writing an email  to us at hq@eficor.org    

News from the field 

 

EFICOR continues to respond to the devastation 

caused by the flash floods and cloud bursts 

which occurred  in the scenic Himalayan state of 

Uttarakhand on June 14, 2013 affecting 

thousands of people. 

 

Dehradun as Project office 

The team  in Dehradun worked on the logistics 

and staff structure. Two members went to 

Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh to get quotations  for 

kitchen utensils with the support of AG church 

Pastor Rev. Rajan Pillai.  
 

Meeting with the Uttarakhand Government 

On 3 July there was an Inter Agency Group 

(IAG) meeting in the PSI office.  Rev. Kennedy 

Dhanabalan along with four members of the 

IAG met at the Central Secretariat with Mr. 

Vinod Kumar Duggal and Dr. Muzaffar Ahmed, 

Members, National Disaster Manangement 

Authority (NDMA), Government of India. 

Others present were Wg. Cdr. Pran Kaul of Risk 

& Security Management, DFID and officials 

from UNDP.   

 

It was informed during the meeting that UNDP 

is involved in Rapid Assessment at different 

locations with the support of District 

Administration which was expected to be 

completed in five days. 

 

The government stated that it is working on the  

white paper on Government and NGO 

coordination. The Government also has 

appointed Mr. Piyush Singh,  IAS Additional 

Secretary –Health as the nodal person for 

Government-NGO coordination. He would be 

joined by Mr. M. H. Khan to facilitate the 

coordination. 

UNDP representative Margarita Tileva (Chief, 

Disaster Risk Reduction Section) shared that 

they are willing to provide manpower to the 

Government to work on the relief response.  

During the meeting,  EFICOR raised the 

following issues -  

 The District Magistrates of each district to be 

instructed to hold  coordination meetings with 

NGOs operating in the area every week at the 

District level  similar to what was planned at 

the State level.   

 

 Need for  Government’s guidance in using its 

warehouses  for storage of relief materials.  As 

NGOs have to report to the donors about the 

system of distribution and  meet their  

accountability standards, details need to be 

worked out between the concerned officials 

and NGOs.  
 
 The Government to  provide details of relief  

materials so that NGOs could fill the gaps and  

compliment the efforts of the government and 

avoid duplication. 
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 The Government to provide midterm plans including    

  rehabilitation plans so that the NGOs could work along with   

  the Government as was done earlier in Gujarat Earthquake    

  relief and Tsunami relief.   

 

 To explore possibility  of  providing helicopters to airlift  

  relief materials to  inaccessible  places along with a staff         

  from the relief organization person in order to meet the 

  accountability standards of their donors.  Some NGOs were   

  also willing to meet the cost of airlifting materials. 

 

 The Government to form sectoral discussion groups along   

  with the NGOs for reconstruction plans.  

 

 The Government to share the data  of each village and family  

details so that NGOs can verify their lists in order to make  the  

relief efforts more effective and efficient. 

 

The Government expressed the need  of 212 doctors and 96 

specialists to work for the next two to three months. They are 

also looking for sponsorship of medical mobile Units and 

Operation Theatre (OT) equipment. 

 

 

The team also met Mr. Vijay Bahaguna, Chief Minister of 

Uttarakhand briefly after the meeting with Mr Piyush. 

 

Volunteers join for need assessment 

KHW informed that four students from Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences (TISS), Mumbai are available for Need Assessment 

till 13th July.  

 

On July 4, two teams set out from Dehradun to conduct need 

assessment to prepare a family list in each of the affected 

villages in Rudraprayag and Chamoli districts. The 

Rudraprayag team comprises  Mr. Mayank, a local volunteer 

and Mr. Yogesh Jadhao and Mr. Wahid Noor both from TISS. 

The Chamoli team consists of Rev. Kennedy Dhanabalan,     

Mr. Sandeep kumar Paul of HNGAVS, Chamoli—our local 

guide, Mr. Sohail Shaikh and Mr. Pranav Sethi, from TISS.  

 

EFICOR team has provided assessment sheets both for   

villages and for families, which the  two teams will be filling 

up during the assessments. 

 

 

The Chamoli team left Dehradun around 10 am and reached 

Gopeshwar -Chamoli District Headquarters around 8.30 pm, 

the travel time before the floods would have taken less than 

five hours to cover the 250 km stretch. The team  noticed the 

devastation in some of the villages on the way to Gopeshwar.  

The team halted there overnight.  

July 5, was a clear day after a night of continous rainfall when 

the team set  out to meet with Mr. S.A. Murugesan, District 

Magistrate to get details of the affected villages and the 

number of families in each of those villages. This would ease 

the work of the need assessment team while doing the survey.  

While expressing his willingness to work with NGOs,          

Mr. Murugesan asked EFICOR to concentrate on livelihood 

and rehabilitation.  Mr. Kennedy  shared about Sphere’s plan 

to depute a person to work with the Government. 

Mr. Sanjay Kumar, Additional District Magistrate, Chamoli is 

hopeful that Badrinath would be open to tourists/pilgrims 

within a year but Kedarnath would take at least two or three 

years. 

 

Chamoli district is popularly known for its breathtaking 

Valley of flowers National Park and other beautiful tourists 

sites. According to the Government, the two worst affected 

Blocks in Chamoli consist of  38 villages Tharali and 25 

villages in Joshimath.  The Government is providing food 

materials to the affected people  who are currently staying in 

relief camps.  Six villages in Tharali have been completely 

destroyed while others are disconnected by the inundation 

with a total of 4120 families affected. 
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Devastation seen on the way to Gopeshwar 
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The Relief team is moving up north to Joshimath Block      

towards Badrinath, to assess the 25 villages which have about 

2331 affected families according to Government data. 

Mr. Emannuel  Amarnath and Pastor Vijay who have been in    

Rudraprayag  for the past 10 days brought in Prahar Rescue 

team of ten members from Guptkashi to Rail village.  The 

village has been  completely disconnected from the rest of the 

world since the flood.  Lot of time was lost in seeking         

permission from the government to rescue a sick boy for 

treatment stranded in Rail. 

It has been a long wait for the stranded Villagers in Rail.   

The Mandakini river has separated the village from Phata, 

the nearest town which is 5 kms away.  With no bridge they 

have to travel 90 kms through the jungle to reach Phata.  Life 

has been tough for the villagers, especially for the sick, who 

have no access to medical care. With  schools due to reopen 

shortly, children would need to go to school as well.  With 

no help in sight from the local authorities,  the villagers have  

found a temporary solution  by themselves.   Collecting logs 

of wood they began to build a bridge.  The bridge would 

help the villagers cross over for  purchase of  food materials 

and other daily needs.  The bridge would also help connect 

other nearby  villages i.e, Chilong, Chamasi, Jal, Khunoo 

and Kotma to Phata. 

 

The bridge though is  not very safe. On July 4, a child crossing 

by this bridge slipped through, but managed to hold on to a 

rope and  a passersby pulled  him to safety. 
 

Life has become a nightmare for Kedar Singh and Sarita of 

Badasu Village which is 14 kms from Kedarnath, Ukhimath 

Block.  Owning a grocery stall  and tea stall in Rambagh,    

near Kedarnath, Kedar’s livelihood depended on pilgrim          

movement.  His teenage sons Sumit and Amit being on      

summer vacation were helping their father in the grocery shop 

to earn extra income.  When the flood came all the people    

panicked and fled for their lives.  Kedar Singh’s sons died in 

the stampede.  For three days Kedar Singh remained beside his 

sons’ body without food until he was rescued by a helicopter. 

    Chamoli 
  7    Joshimath 
  8   Dasholi 
  9   Ghat 
 10  Pokhari 
 11  Karanprayag 
 12  Narayanbagar 
 13  Gairsain 
 14  Dewal 
 15   Tharali 

Rudraprayag 
46 Ukhimath 
47 Agastyamuni 
48 Jakholi 

A sick boy from Rail Village being evacuated by a rope for hospital treatment 

Rail villagers building a bridge over the river with logs of wood. 

Kedar Singh and Sarita 

in their village Badasu 
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THE EVANGELICAL FELLOWSHIP OF INDIA COMMISSION ON RELIEF (EFICOR) 

308 MAHATTA TOWER, B BLOCK COMMUNITY CENTRE,  

JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI 110058  TELEFAX  +91-11-25516383/4/5 

EMAIL : hq@eficor.org 

WEBSITE : www.eficor.org 

For more details on EFICOR's Emergency Response, mail to 

hq@eficor.org or  you can contact: 

 Ramesh Babu,    Director Programmes, EFICOR 

Mobile :+919910398601,    email : mbaburamesh@gmail.com  

 Harshan K Y,    Manager - Emergency Response & DRR,   EFICOR 

Mobile :+919650892146,   email: harshanky@gmail.com  

For information on donations/contributions, please contact: 

 Sheila George, Manager - Resource Mobilisation & Strategic          

Planning, EFICOR 

Mobile +919810986890 , email: sgeorge2006@gmail.com  

Plans 

 Plans to partner with Habitat for Humanity, India for      

temporary housing.  A meeting has been scheduled  next 

week tentatively for further discussions. 

 First relief distribution  of Hygiene kits comprising soap, 

toothpaste and brush, Savlon antiseptic, water purifying 

tablets etc.,   in Ukhimat Block, Rudraprayag District  on 

July 8, covering five villages—Rail, Sersi, Thasali, Rampur 

and Sitapur for 500 families. 

Needs: 

 6-10 local volunteers  

 Electricity  

 Restoration of communications  

 Restoration of roads  

 Medical and psycho-social support  

 Food and household necessities  

Praise 

 For the safe journey of staff members and volunteers 

 For the students who have joined as volunteers from TISS 

 For Mr. Sandeep Kumar Paul for joining the team and  

       giving guidance 

 New Theological College offered volunteers to work with   

       EFICOR  

Prayer 

 The District Collectors (government) will be willing to 

share the details/information 

 Good coordination with the government officials 

 Safety of the team members 

 Good weather to reach the villages  

 Pray for the people who have been affected in Uttarakhand. 

The most affected districts are Rudraprayag, Uttarakashi 

and Chamoli. The details of the death and destruction in the 

village are not yet properly assessed. 

 Pray for the organizations, which are working such as     

EFICOR, World Vision, CASA, Help a Child, Habitat for 

Humanity and others. 

 Pray for the safety of the staff as they do the need           

assessment in remote villages and heavy rain is expected 

from 7th of July. 

 Proper coordination between government, UNDP and 

NGOs. 

 Landslides are happening in various locations. This will      

hamper the movement of relief materials. 

 People are in need of clean drinking water, electricity, 

medical needs and psycho-social support (Counselling) as 

they have to overcome the trauma they have undergone. 

 Pray for uninterrupted supply of relief materials 

 People have depended on pilgrims and now their            

livelihoods has been affected and  have no source of         

income. 

 Pray for some of the people in remote villages who are still 

not reached with relief materials. 

 EFICOR will be providing hygiene kits in Ukhimat Block, 

Rudraprayag district for 500 families on Monday. Pray that 

the relief materials will reach there with out any problem. 

 EFICOR is also planning to provide food, kitchen utensils 

and other household items. 

 The government officials expressed that there is a need for 

212 doctors and 96 specialists to work for 2-3 months with 

the Government. EHA had volunteered to send 25 doctors 

if proper logistical support given by the State government. 

 Need three Trained Trauma Counsellors. 
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