
World Food Programme Emergency Report 2005
Issued Weekly by the United Nations World Food Programme

Report No. 13 / 2005 - Date 24 March 2005

(A) Highlights

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Afghanistan (2) Albania (3) Russian
Federation (Caucasus)

(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo (3) Djibouti (4) Eritrea (5) Ethiopia (6)
Rwanda (7) Somalia (8) Sudan (9) Tanzania (10) Uganda

(D) West Africa: (1) Regional (2) Cote d'Ivoire (3) Guinea (4) Liberia

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Regional (2) Angola (3) Lesotho (4) Malawi (5) Namibia (6)
Swaziland (7) Zambia

(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Indonesia (3) Korea (DPR) (4) Myanmar (5) Sri Lanka

(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Guatemala (3) Haiti (4) Nicaragua

(A) Highlights

(a) WFP provided emergency food rations to victims of the recent Lord’s Resistance Army
attack in Uganda’s Dzaipi village.

(b) In Burundi, WFP targeted migrating families in Ruyigi province and people affected by
natural hazards and insecurity in Kayanza and Bujumbura Rural provinces for
emergency food rations.

(c) The general ration for WFP Ethiopia’s refugee programme, which was reduced by
about 30 percent from January this year, will be re-established at 100 percent in most
refugee camps from April 2005.

(d) Increased attacks on WFP contracted trucks along main corridors into Sudan’s Darfur
region present additional difficulties to food deliveries. However, between 1 and 22
March, WFP managed to dispatch over 17,600 tons to an estimated 1 million
beneficiaries in Darfur.

(e) A survey carried out with the participation of WFP reveals that less than 20 percent of
the population in Liberia’s Lofa County has adequate food.

(f) A WFP Rapid Food Needs Assessment in Angola’s Kuanza Norte province found that
an estimated 10,000 people, affected by recent destructive rains, will be in need of food
assistance for the next three to six months.

(g) Findings of a WFP rapid assessment in drought affected provinces in Zambia raise
concerns of a drastic fall in crop production and a lack of water, aggravated by
consequent price increases and inappropriate coping mechanisms.

(B) Middle East,Central Asia and Eastern Europe: (1) Afghanistan (2) Albania (3) Russian
Federation (Caucasus)

(1) Afghanistan

(a) In Kandahar, southern Afganistan, an improvised explosive device exploded, killing five
and injuring 32 civilians on 17 March. UNOPS and WFP vehicles were slightly damaged
in the incident. The security situation in the remainder of the country was relatively
calm.
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(b) From 17 to 22 March, about 424,000 beneficiaries received 2,000 tons of food.

(c) To accelerate the continuing efforts to assist the populations affected by the recent
winter and floods, Government, UN agencies and cooperating partners met in
Kandahar and Faryab provinces. They agreed to enhance the existing coordination of
the humanitarian activities and form active emergency teams for each province in these
regions. The teams will carry out assessments in the affected areas to facilitate the
relief activities.

(d) WFP provided distributions for flood and winter affected populations is ongoing. WFP in
Hirat dispatched and distributed over 30 tons of food, planned to benefit thousands of
people in Farah and Ghor provinces. WFP in Kandahar has progressed with its
assistance to tens of thousands of affected people, including nomadic pastoralists, in
Hilmand, Nimroz, Kandahar, Uruzgan and Zabul provinces. Upon the outcomes of a
joint UN assessment mission, WFP in Fayz Abad dispatched food to over 300 families
in Baghlan province. WFP in Kabul has delivered food to assist over 1300 families in
Logar and Kunar provinces. Another 1400 families in Paktika, Ghazni and Wardak will
also soon be provided with WFP food assistance.

(2) Albania

(a) The security situation throughout Albania remains stable. All travel to the northern areas
of Albania, however, requires security clearance. Heavy snowfall in the mountains
regions disrupted road communication for a few days.

(b) In February, the activities under PRRO 10165.1, Assistance to Vulnerable Groups in
the Construction of Community Assets, continued as planned. During the month, a total
of some 380 tons of food was distributed, which included wheat flour, vegetable oil and
salt.

(c) As part of WFP’s activities, over 3,715 women attended training and counselling
sessions, while 2,000 people were involved in forestry activities. In addition,
Food-For-Work schemes provided short-term employment opportunities to 1,315
workers.

(3) Russian Federation (Caucasus)

(a) No significant change to the general security situation has been observed since the
killing of the former president of Chechnya, Aslan Maskhadov, on 8 March. Operations
in the southern districts of Chechnya intensified during the first fortnight of March as
Law Enforcement Agencies appear to have sought to exploit the significant blow that
Maskhadov’s death and the elimination of another important Chechen fighter might
have inflicted on the militants. The situation in Ingushetia remained unchanged.

(b) During the first half of March, in the framework of General Food Distribution, WFP
together with partners commenced the 3rd cycle distribution and delivered about 360
tons of food commodities to 32,300 IDPs in Ingushetia and some 1,150 tons - to
103,900 beneficiaries in Grozny city, Grozny Rural, Achkhoy-Martan and Sunzha
districts of Chechnya.

(c) The School Feeding (SF) programme in Chechnya assisted over 115,300
schoolchildren in 398 pre- and primary/secondary schools (1 to 6 grade) in 10 districts
of the republic; over 680 tons of food commodities for the SF implementation in March
and April were distributed in the first part of March. SF was continued in Ingushetia,
assisting about 1,670 pre- school and school children with daily hot meals delivered to
each IDP school in the Nazran, Malgobek and Sleptsovsk regions.

(d) Some 2,550 Food-For-Work participants (representing 12,750 beneficiaries) were
involved in the implementation of projects aimed at infrastructure rehabilitation in
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Chechnya through repairs to schools, kindergartens, hospitals, etc. WFP also released
13 tons of food commodities to support the Dining Hall, where daily hot meals are
provided for 1,600 of the most vulnerable people of Grozny city.

(e) WFP continued to support the TB programme in Ingushetia and Chechnya by providing
food for about 360 in- and outpatients as incentive to complete their treatment; some 7
tons of food commodities were released by WFP for this project.

(f) Resourced up to date donations reach about 66 percent of the funding required until the
end of the EMOP 10128.1 in June 2005. Within the next six months, starting in April,
WFP expects pipeline breaks in sugar, salt, and high energy biscuits which, if not
covered, may affect all WFP programmes.

(C) East & Central Africa: (1) Burundi (2) Congo (3) Djibouti (4) Eritrea (5) Ethiopia (6)
Rwanda (7) Somalia (8) Sudan (9) Tanzania (10) Uganda

(1) Burundi

(a) Security incidents continue to be reported. In Bujumbura, a civilian was killed and a car
hijacked. In Ruyigi, human rights organizations reported the killing of twelve people and
the ill-treatment of several others, due to alleged sorcery.

(b) Armed elements, reportedly former fighters from the Conseil National pour la Défense
de la Democratie-Force Pour la Défense de la Democratie (CNDD-FDD), who are now
part of the National Defence Forces, have been interfering with the food aid
distributions in the commune of Kabezi in Bujumbura Rural province. Protection was
provided for WFP staff, assets and beneficiaries by the units of the Gendarmerie
present at the food distribution site. However this protection was not sufficient. Future
distributions in the area will be cancelled if the conditions do not improve.

(c) WFP distributed a total of 2,500 tons of food aid to over 289,600 households during the
past week.

(d) Reports indicate that families are migrating from Kirundo to Ruyigi province in search of
fertile land and, in some cases, because they fear hostilities from their neighbours. In
view of the poor condition in which they arrive in Ruyigi, they receive humanitarian
assistance. During the week under review, WFP distributed 72 tons of assorted
commodities to some 330 households in the province. Similar movements were
reported from Kirundo and Muyinga towards Cankuzo.

(e) Food Needs Assessment missions were conducted in Bujumbura Rural and Kayanza
provinces. Preliminary results show that around 1,000 households have been affected
by hailstorms, flooding, violent winds, plant diseases, and/or insecurity to which they
have lost their food stocks. WFP will provide emergency food aid rations for those
affected. The report of the mission is being finalised.

(f) The implementation of the Seeds Protection Rations (SPR) for the 2005 harvest is
ongoing. Nearly 1,800 tons were distributed to approximately 42,700 families in the
provinces of Ngozi Muyinga, Gitega, Bubanza, Cibitoke, Bujumbura Rural, Ruyigi and
Bujumbura Mairie.

(g) In a commune in Gitega province, reports indicate that the local administrator imposed
the “solidarity tax” on residents before including them on the beneficiary lists for WFP
assistance. This mandatory contribution was imposed by the government in support of
the people of Kirundo who are facing hunger. As this contribution is beyond the reach of
the most vulnerable people (100 FBu or 0.1 USD), they were not included in the food
aid distribution lists by the local authorities. WFP is following up on this matter with the
local administration. Similar cases have been reported in some other provinces where
the local population seems not to be able to abide by this law, which they also consider
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unfair, as they believe that they are living in conditions as difficult as those in Kirundo.
WFP is concerned by the usage of food aid as a political tool and intends to raise the
matter up with all relevant authorities.

(h) Some refugees in Gasorwe camp, Muyinga province, have refused to accept the
cowpeas arguing that they are not part of their dietary habits. Results of a monitoring
mission conducted in the camp suggest that the refusal to take cowpeas is because
they are not as marketable as ordinary beans. Refugees claim that they have to sell
part of their food to meet some other, non-food needs.

(i) The current pipeline situation is expected to be adequate to cover planned distributions
during March and April. However, regular deliveries from regional stocks and more
purchases are needed to cater for any emergency needs. Stock ruptures are expected
to start in May. The pipeline situation and food deliveries are being closely monitored.

(2) Congo

(a) Following several meetings with Government officials and the Chemin de Fer Congo
Ocean (CFCO) authorities, a special delivery of about 255 tons of WFP food reached
Brazzaville starting on 14 March. Food delivery is also underway for Nkayi. This food
composed of rice, vegetable oil, and peas will help reduce the shortage in the Extended
Delivery Points. During February, WFP only distributed partial rations due to food
shortages and a break in the pipeline.

(3) Djibouti

(a) A Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria (GFATM) mission, conducted by UNHCR,
arrived in Djibouti on 17 March. The mission met with WFP with the aim of identifying
key gaps in the care and support services which are currently being provided to People
Living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA); Orphaned and Vulnerable Children (OVC); and
HIV-AIDS and TB patients in the country. The WFP and the GFATM mission also
discussed feasible projects from which measurable contributions could be expected to
help achieve the Millennium Development Goals.

(b) Under nutrition and feeding interventions, WFP is currently providing support to
PLWHA, OVC and Foster families, HIV-AIDS and TB patients with the aim of helping
them to maintain a balanced diet and meet the increased nutritional requirements due
to HIV infection.

(4) Eritrea

(a) On 14 March, the UN Security Council urged Eritrea and Ethiopia to end a long
deadlock over their disputed boundary. A resolution adopted unanimously by the
15-nation council renewed a call to both sides to fully and promptly cooperate with the
Boundary Commission and create the necessary conditions for demarcation to proceed
expeditiously. The UN Security Council resolution also extended for six more months,
until 15 September, the mandate of the UN peacekeeping mission in the region, which
patrols a 15-mile wide buffer zone set up along the 600-mile frontier which separates
north-eastern Ethiopia and Eritrea. The resolution expressed concern over Ethiopia’s
recent deployment of troops in the buffer zone as well as its ongoing rejections of
“significant parts” of the boundary.

(b) On 18 March, AFP reported that Eritrea’s sole political party, the People’s Front for
Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) was planning to open some 50 food shops in and
around Asmara to improve the distribution of staple foods. Officials told AFP that the
opening had to do with creating conditions for an efficient distribution, since Eritrea was
currently “faced with extraordinary circumstances and in the context of war the State
has to take more responsibility”
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(c) The Ministry of Agriculture in Assab (Southern Red Sea) reported that crop
expectations in several localities were unmet due to low or erratic rainfall over the year.
Farmers are using dried crops as animal fodder. WFP’s monitoring team reported the
unusual migration of people to other areas in search of water and fodder.

(d) The availability of drinking water is reported as a serious concern for most of the
country, as are high market prices for food. Traditional coping mechanisms employed
by poor people to deal with food shortages and lack of income such as like sale of
charcoal, livestock and ornaments, have been overstretched as a result of successive
years of drought and economic down-turn. As a result, food aid appears to be the major
survival mechanism for people in rural areas.

(e) Commitments to EMOP 10261.1 stand at USD 31.7 million or approximately 91,828
tons of food commodities. This amount covers 84 percent of this operation’s total
resource requirements. The commitment for the PRRO 10192 remains at USD 42.1
million, representing 83 percent of operational requirements.

(5) Ethiopia

(a) Confirmed contributions of emergency food aid stand at only 38 percent of the
requirements set out in the 2005 Humanitarian Appeal for Ethiopia.

(b) In March, the target emergency beneficiary figure is 3 million, requiring 55,000 tons of
emergency food. However, confirmed resources could only meet part of March
requirements. In the absence of confirmed contributions from donors, WFP has had to
resort to its special loan facility, which allows borrowings to be made against forecast
contributions, rather than actual contributions. This will ensure that scheduled relief
distributions for March can be fully covered and that part of April requirements can be
met. In April, some 3.1 million people will need 57,700 tons of emergency food aid. The
pipeline for cereals, in terms of requirements, has effectively already been ruptured.
The loan taken out by WFP gives some additional time for donors to respond, but WFP
urgently requests donors to confirm contributions which are currently under negotiation
and to make additional resources available for the emergency. As in previous years,
WFP is covering part of the overall emergency food requirements, with the remainder
anticipated to be met from bilateral donations to the government's Disaster Prevention
and Preparedness Commission (DPPC) or to NGOs. For 2005, WFP aims to cover 50
percent of the relief requirements.

(c) The emergency programme complements the Productive Safety Net Programme
(PSNP), which is just starting up and it is crucial that both programmes can work at full
capacity because they complement each other. The PSNP was scheduled to begin
implementation by January, but the actual implementation was delayed until
mid-February, because the Government was finalizing readiness measures for the
effective implementation of the programme. The delay in the start-up of the PSNP has
led to hardship for particularly vulnerable households in certain areas. Public works
activities have started in some PSNP districts and the first round of payments to PSNP
beneficiaries in some regions - in cash and/or food - is expected to have been made by
the end of March.

(d) For beneficiaries under WFP Ethiopia’s refugee programme, the general ration, which
was reduced by about 30 percent in January 2005, will be re-established at 100 percent
in most refugee camps beginning in April 2005. Newly confirmed contributions will
enable WFP to locally purchase the cereals and pulses required for the program.
However, rations will remain reduced in some of the Western refugee camps due to
pending registration exercises currently carried out by UNHCR, the Government
counterpart and WFP. The registration of refugees started in the Bonga camp for
Sudanese refugees on 7 March and should be completed by 18 March.
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(e) WFP continues to assist UNHCR with the repatriation exercise currently on-going in
Aysha camp in Somali region, by providing a nine-month food repatriation package to
refugees. If repatriation and dispersal continue as planned, Aysha camp should close
by May-June 2005, leaving a total Somali refugee caseload of about 10,000 people in
one camp, Kebribeyah.

(6) Rwanda

(a) The camps in Rwanda can no longer accommodate the influx of refugees from Burundi
and the DRC. Currently, there are more than 1,200 refugees living outside of Nyagatare
(Cyangugu Province) and Nyamure (Butare District) camps, mainly in the nearby village
towns. They are not entitled to WFP rations since they live outside the designated
camps. UNHCR and the Government of Rwanda are now making an effort to expand
the capacities of some the camps, notably in Nyagatare, where close to 1,000 refugees
are waiting to be sheltered and fed.

(b) During the past week, some 206 (113 Burundian and 93 Congolese) new arrivals were
reported in Kiziba, Nkamira, Kigeme and Gikonko camps. Food distribution is underway
in Kiziba, Nyagatare and Kigeme. UNCHR and the Ministry of Local Government are
assessing the modalities of transferring the transit camps from Gisenyi and Cyangugu
provinces to Byumba province, further away from the Congolese border. The total
number of refugees now stands at 49,377 (44,562 Congolese and 4,815 Burundian).

(c) Some 115 Rwandans returned from Congo at Gisenyi and were sheltered at Nkamira
Transit Centre. A three-month ration was provided to them before their repatriation to
their areas of origin.

(d) Food-For-work (FFW) activities are still affected by pipeline shortfalls. New FFW
activities have been suspended until arrears for the on-going works have been paid and
the pipeline situation improves.

(7) Somalia

(a) As result of the partnership between WFP and the African Rescue Committee (AFREC)
for the Merere operation in the Juba Valley region, to-date, some 485 tons of food
commodities were distributed to 50,000 beneficiaries. Prior to starting the food
distribution, WFP participated in the community mobilization and the distribution of food
vouchers. It also trained 16 field monitors, deployed by AFREC for this operation, to
handle the emergency food distribution. WFP actively supervised the actual food
distribution exercise.

(b) Plans are underway to distribute over 800 tons of emergency food to 87,000
beneficiaries in Marere and Jilib area of Middle Juba Region. The food distribution is
meant for geographical targeting focusing on the most vulnerable groups in the area.
The Bantu communities suffered from two years of drought followed by floods from the
last Deyr rains (Oct. and Nov. 2004). According to the report from the inter-agency
assessment mission carried out by FAO, FSAU (Food Security Assessment Unit),
UNICEF and other aid agencies operational in the area in Nov. 2004, the global acute
malnutrition rate amongst children under five was 10.9 per cent and the severe acute
malnutrition rate 2.3 percent (Z-scores), .

(c) WFP pre-positioned food in the port city of Kismayo in December 2004. Due to
insecurity in some places in the Jubba Valley, poor road conditions and inaccessibility,
food distribution was delayed.

(d) WFP assistance to Tsunami affected victims in the Puntland State in Northwest
Somalia is continuing under EMOP 10405.00. Under the administration of Puntland
Estate, the operation started in the coastal area, two days after the Tsunami waves hit
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many towns and villages stretching 650 km on the Indian Ocean coastline. Two rounds
of tsunami emergency food distribution took place in January and February. The third
round started on 16 March, in which over 450 tons of assorted food commodities will be
distributed and will reach around 30,000 beneficiaries. Due to bad infrastructure in the
area, where the roads are extremely poor and villages are widely separated, it can take
several days for the trucks to reach remote destinations.

(8) Sudan

(a) DARFUR

(b) UN agencies finally regain access to areas under Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) control
in North Darfur, after re-establishing contact with the SLA. An inter-agency mission is
currently on a four-day assessment to identify needs in Dar Zagwa area, which is
reported to be food insecure.

(c) Heavy fighting between the Government of Sudan (GoS) and National Movement for
Reform and Development (NMRD) continued into its second week in Jebel Moon, with
a general mobilisation of Janjaweed into this area. The area north of Geneina remains a
NO-GO area for the UN. Meanwhile, areas in West Darfur are gradually being cleared
for UN movements following security assessments on major roads, thus permitting
WFP staff to return to Mornie and Habilah.

(d) Insecurity continues to present challenges to food deliveries, especially to North Darfur.
WFP contracted trucks are increasingly being attacked along main corridors into the
Darfurs. On 21 March, seven WFP contracted trucks en route from El Obeid to El
Fasher, North Darfur were attacked in Burush (between Wad Banda and Um Kedada).
Some WFP food was looted although the exact amount is not known. Drivers were
beaten and their personal belongings stolen. In a separate incident the next day, drivers
of four WFP contracted trucks on the same El Obeid-El Fasher route refused to drive
from Sherif Kabshi as they had received information of a possible ambush in Burush.
An increase of banditry on commercial traffic and WFP contracted trucks has also been
reported in South Darfur towards Ed Daien.

(e) WFP met with the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General
(SRSG) and UN Security to discuss the increased targeting of commercial vehicles,
including WFP-leased trucks, in March. It was agreed that stronger involvement by the
SRSG’s Office and the Office of the Resident Coordinator/Humanitarian Coordinator to
resolve this issue and recover trucks is required and an increased African Union
presence on the two main corridors (Ed Daien to Nyala and En Nahud to El Fasher) is
urgently needed.

(f) Registration of beneficiaries in South and North Darfur continues. In North Darfur, the
exercise is underway with the exception of areas under SLA-control, which were
inaccessible until 19 March, and a few other locations. The registration exercise in
South Darfur has been relatively smooth. The last registration exercise in West Darfur
took place on 14 March, before all UN staff were relocated to the capital due to
insecurity.

(g) WFP dispatched over 17,600 tons to an estimated 1 million beneficiaries (based on
despatches) from 1- 22 March. Despite increased insecurity along the two main road
corridors into El Fasher and Nyala, WFP dispatched some of 33,400 tons of food by
road and air from Khartoum and El Obeid to the Darfur state capitals. This represents
91 percent of the monthly distribution plan of 36,800 tons and 77 percent of the overall
monthly dispatch plan of just over 43,100 tons (includes the pre-positioning at West
Darfur). Priorities for the week include cereal dispatches to South and North Darfur to
ensure that the planned monthly target is met.

(h) Of immediate concern is the fact that WFP reached maximum contracted Cooperating
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Partner (CP) capacity in February, particularly in West and North Darfur. Given the
need to increase coverage by July to meet increased requirements during the rainy
season, WFP is currently assessing its CP capacity to identify the way forward. It
should be noted that WFP may have to resort to direct distributions, possibly with
mobile teams, which is currently taking place in the South. The planned number of
beneficiaries for April is 2.1 million persons, who will require some 40,700 tons of food
commodities.

(i) WFP’s plan was to reach 1.925 million beneficiaries in March. However, in view of the
situation described above vis-à-vis North and West Darfur states, it is unlikely that this
target will now be met. WFP also delivered 50 tons of dates to Abeche, Chad on 22
March.

(j) WFP has airlifted and airdropped some 2,500 tons of commodities since 1 March,
meeting 45 percent of the planned 5,540 tons for March. Deliveries by air have been
affected by the lack of operational cargo aircraft due to extended maintenance.

(k) As previously reported, GoS authorities (Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and
Military Intelligence (MI)) in South and North Darfur continue to demand that
transporters submit relief commodity delivery forms for certification approval before
proceeding to final destination points. Absence of HAC/MI staff has delayed dispatches
in certain instances. WFP-HAS passenger flights were also temporarily affected by a
new GoS procedure, which demanded that copies of passengers’ travel notifications
must accompany each flight manifest. WFP-HAS flights were suspended for one day,
22 March, because of this new requirement but will resume temporarily on 23 March
whilst negotiations to address GoS concerns take place.

(l) In an effort to increase geographic coverage to include areas with humanitarian gaps
and areas, which until now have not been accessed, WFP began the first of a series of
joint assessments in North Darfur. As previously reported, areas in North Darfur were
identified to have below-normal conditions in 2004, as reported in the recent
WFP-commissioned rainfall and vegetation index analysis.

(m) As indicated in the report last week, 50 percent of the children who have died in Kalma
camp since the first week of March died as a result of an outbreak of severe diarrhoea.
Action Contre la Faim (ACF) and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) Holland feeding
centres are reported to be operating at maximum capacity. WFP has advised its
partners to continue blanket supplementary feeding to improve the nutritional status of
children. Meanwhile, World Vision continues to report high admission rates in Mershing,
Manawashi and Duma feeding centres. It appears that increases in the number of
admissions under supplementary/therapeutic feeding programmes in North Darfur
continue to be linked to specific localised factors such as increase in disease incidence,
inward population movements or the improvement of feeding activities arising from
improved humanitarian interventions.

(n) Late arrivals of cereals to the Darfurs and shortages in sugar and salt continue to
severely affect WFP’s ability to provide a full balanced food basket to beneficiaries. This
is also affecting Country Programme distributions. Sugar and salt distributions remained
at half-rations during the reporting period. It should be noted that as of 22 March there
are no sugar stocks in the Darfurs, except for small quantities in North Darfur.

(o) A USD 30 million budget revision is currently undergoing approval to increase the
cereal ration from 13.5 kilograms to 15 kilograms per beneficiary per month from March
to December 2005. This increase will compensate for Kcal losses due to milling and will
contribute to mitigating cereal supply scarcity in markets due to insecurity and drought.

(p) The cereal pipeline will most likely remain healthy through September. However, the
status of the non-cereals pipeline remains a serious concern. Despite outstanding loans
of USD 20 million and borrowings of 31,000 tons of commodities to meet non-cereal
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requirements, pipeline breaks for all non-cereals are imminent. Contributions are
urgently required for non-cereals so that WFP can guarantee a complete food basket to
beneficiaries and successfully pre-position commodities in key locations before the
onset of the rainy season.

(q) The WFP pipeline continues to face severe shortfalls in non-cereals. More than 18,000
tons of non-cereals are urgently required between March and August.

(r) To cover the requirements of a monthly average of 2.3 million beneficiaries, WFP has
estimated a total requirement of some 453,200 tons (USD 438.2 million). So far, WFP
has received USD 258.4 million, representing a 41 percent shortfall. It should be noted
that the requirements do not take into account the budget revision currently undergoing
approval.

(s) The Special Operation for logistics support in Darfur faces a shortfall of USD 26.7
million. One hundred long-haul trucks must be procured urgently to augment the current
logistics capacity.

(t) The WFP-Humanitarian Air Services, which provides services to the entire humanitarian
community in Sudan, faces a shortfall of USD 17 million. Of this, USD 5 million is
urgently required to continue contracting and deploying the passenger aircraft required
in the coming months to support the movement of passengers and humanitarian cargo
in Sudan.

(u) OPERATION LIFELINE SUDAN (Southern Sudan):

(v) Cases of militia activity, inter-clan fighting and activities on a limited scale by the Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA) continued to be reported in South Sudan. On 15 March, UN
Security raised Liethnom in Bahr El Ghazal to Security Phase III, due to increased
tensions in the area.

(w) The rapid needs assessment, targeted in five main areas and scheduled to take place
from 21 March to 2 April, commenced during the week. The assessment aims at
verifying the results of the crop season. Inter-agency teams were deployed to North
Kordofan and Bahr El Ghazal states. Preliminary results of the assessment are
expected to be shared early April.

(x) WFP is currently registering and verifying beneficiaries in locations in the Northern
Sector. The exercise was completed in Kosti IDP camps and surrounding areas, as well
as in all locations in the Nuba Mountains during the past week. All locations are
expected to be covered by mid-April.

(y) WFP cross-line convoys continued in the Nuba Mountains. The second convoy of 17
trucks loaded with over 200 tons of assorted food commodities departed from El Obeid
to Julud in Dilling locality and Tima in Lagawa locality. Another convoy is planned to
deliver food to Kawda early next week.

(z) A total of 36 tons of assorted food commodities will be delivered by barge to assist over
3,600 IDPs in Kodok area in the northern part of Malakal. IDPs in Kodok fled the
fighting, which took place in Akoka village end of February.

(aa) A deteriorating food security situation was reported in Western Equatoria and Lakes
region. The meagre reserves of sorghum from the last harvest have already been
depleted. Additionally, market prices of cereals are rising as a result of low supplies
from external markets. The majority of the population is currently relying on WFP
general distribution as their sole source of food. During the week, about 50 tons of food
commodities were distributed to close to 5,900 needy persons in the region.

(ab) WFP delivered a total of 110 tons of assorted food commodities in four locations in Bahr
El Ghazal for the implementation of 34 micro-projects, which include 24 schools, 9
Food-For-Training (FFT) and one Food-For-Work (FFA) project for a dyke construction.
Another 7 tons of commodities were delivered to Udier, Upper Nile for an in-patient
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feeding programme.

(ac) A joint WFP and World Vision International team carried out an assessment for
returnees in Malek Alel in Ajak Payam, Bahr El Ghazal State. Findings indicated the
presence of some 9,000 returnees who arrived from Aweil town between January and
March 2005. The team recommended the immediate provision of humanitarian
assistance for these returnees.

(ad) WFP Sub-Office in Malakal is preparing to conduct a head count and registration
exercise in Bor town from 27 March to 5 April to be followed by the distribution of
airdropped commodities.

(ae) The total requirements for the three months April-June are estimated at approximately
42,500 tons of mixed commodities, with a total shortfall of 6,000 tons during this period.
Internal loans from other projects are being discussed. So far, the total contributions
received against this EMOP 10048.3 amount to over USD 45 million, representing an
85 percent shortfall of the total requirements. Special Operation (SO) 10368 in support
of EMOP 10048.3 faces a 69 percent shortfall against its total requirements. The total
contributions received to date amount to USD 27.5 million against a total operational
value estimated at USD 89 million.

(9) Tanzania

(a) Some 402,600 beneficiaries received close to 1,200 tons of food through general
distribution, supplementary and therapeutic feeding in refugee camps in western
Tanzania. Over 10,000 Tanzanians in the host communities surrounding the camps
were supported with WFP host community activities, including Food-For-Work,
Food-For-Training, Food-For-Hospitals and School Feeding. In partnership with NGOs,
WFP also continued to support refugee self-reliance activities, including vegetable
gardening and sunflower oil/groundnut sharecropping.

(b) WFP continues to provide food to refugees at the reduced level of 1,617 Kcals per (i.e.
87 percent of the normal ration level). The PRRO still faces serious shortfalls of
corn-soya blend, vegetable oil and salt for the coming months.

(10) Uganda

(a) The Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) continues to commit atrocities against the civilian
population; in recent weeks, there has been a marked increase in the brutality used to
terrorize civilians in northern Uganda, with civilian deaths in Adjumani, Gulu, Kitgum
and Apach districts. In a gruesome attack on civilians in Agoro, 12 km from Kitgum town
over the weekend, a group of LRA rebels mutilated seven women in a renewed wave of
brutality; several others were abducted. The women had gone to collect firewood. No
date has been set for further consultations between the LRA rebels and Government.

(b) WFP food distributions continue to reach 1.3 million displaced persons, 192,000
refugees and other vulnerable persons. During the period from 14 to 19 March, WFP
distributed over 4,400 tons of relief food assistance to some 415,400 persons including
IDPs sheltering in camps in Gulu, Pader and Lira districts, refugees, children in nutrition
centres and other vulnerable persons. As a results of WFP’s humanitarian assessment
following the brutal LRA attack on civilians in Dzaipi village in Adjumani district on 9
March, WFP provided emergency rations to households that lost their property and food
stocks.

(c) The US Ambassador to the UN Agencies for Food and Agriculture in Rome, together
with the WFP Regional Director for East and Central Africa and the Uganda Country
Director, visited Gulu district in northern Uganda to assess the humanitarian situation in
the region.
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(d) WFP faces a shortfall of about 109,640 tons of food, with a funding gap of USD 66
million, required to maintain the food pipeline necessary to continue providing relief
assistance to IDPs and refugees through December. Unless new contributions are
confirmed urgently, WFP will run out of commodities in June and the nutritional status of
1.3 million internally displaced persons in northern Uganda, mostly women and
children, will be jeopardized.

(D) West Africa: (1) Regional (2) Cote d'Ivoire (3) Guinea (4) Liberia

(1) Regional

(a) WFP this week appealed for USD 10 million to ensure that the double ravages of
drought and a locust invasion do not combine to destroy the livelihoods of over 800,000
vulnerable people living in Mali and Niger.

(b) Even in a good year the Sahelian region is plagued by chronic food insecurity between
harvests, but drought and the 2004 locust invasion have almost completely destroyed
traditional coping mechanisms in some areas. The uncertain future is already forcing
some people to abandon the countryside and move to urban centres in search of work.
Others have moved their livestock into agricultural areas where the animals risk
destroying crops which have not yet been harvested. The market price for livestock is
plummeting as people sell for cash in order to buy food. Excessive felling of trees to
make charcoal has also been in evidence – yet another means of raising cash during
difficult times.

(c) WFP’s assistance in the two countries will be targeted at the areas worst affected and
where food insecurity is most critical. Although the most vulnerable will receive food
through free direct distributions, the majority of WFP’s interventions will be through
Food-For-Work (FFW)programmes aimed at helping farmers rehabilitate their land and
improve its productivity in the seasons to come. FFW programmes will include technical
training and activities such as the repair of dams and wells, the rehabilitation and
protection of soils and the creation of small fruit and vegetable gardens.

(d) The needs are greatest in Mali where USD 7.5 million is required to feed nearly 450,000
vulnerable people living predominantly in the regions of Mopti, Timbuktu, Kayes, Kidal
and Gao. The results of a recent early warning exercise indicated that 21,000 tons of
food are needed urgently to meet the requirements of the most needy over the next
three months, for which the country will be largely dependent on outside assistance. In
Niger, WFP requires nearly USD 3 million for the needs of 400,000 people living
predominantly in the regions of Tillaberi, Tahoua, Maradi and Zinder. WFP’s operations
are due to last for nine months in Mali and six months in Niger.

(2) Cote d'Ivoire

(a) From 17 to 23 March, 480 metric tons of food were distributed to 16,500 people.

(b) Following the ethnic clashes along the road from Guiglo to Blolequin, there are still
around 100 displaced people camped at the Mayor’s office in Guiglo, who are reluctant
to return for security reasons. A second distribution of high energy biscuits was
conducted this week for these IDPs.

(c) Additionally, there remain almost 10,000 people displaced in the town of Duekoue, who
come from the villages in the surrounding area. WFP and FAO will conduct a mission to
the area on 23 March to assess the situation and the possibility for these populations to
return to their villages. Some villages, notably Fengolo and Diahouin, were severely
damaged during recent ethnic conflicts. Harvest and food stocks were destroyed,
including food rations from WFP’s the food for agriculture project and the harvest made
possible through this programme.
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(d) Serious pipeline breaks are foreseen during the lean season (June to August) and the
planting season when WFP should carry out agriculture projects. In order to avoid these
pipeline breaks, contributions are needed as soon as possible to enable local
purchases or speedy deliveries.

(3) Guinea

(a) A total of almost 1000 Liberian refugees were repatriated between 10 and 18 March.
UNHCR plans to repatriate a total of 6,000 refugees in April. Since the beginning of the
repatriation campaign in November 2004, almost 3,500 Liberians have been
repatriated. UNHCR has expressed its intention of accelerating the voluntary
repatriation of Liberian refugees, especially after the expansion of transit centres at
Laine and Kounkan is completed. During 2005, the agency plans to increase voluntary
repatriation to some 55,000 refugees.

(b) From 7 to 20 March, 285 tons of food were distributed to 24,815 beneficiaries.

(c) WFP in Guinea continues to face serious food shortages of a total of 5,035 tons in the
next six months. Consequently, a reduced ration of 1600 Kcal has been maintained for
the refugee caseload in March. In addition, self reliance and integration activities have
been suspended due to lack of resources.

(d) The roads linking N’Zérékoré with Kisidougou, Nonah, and Lola are in a poor condition.
Trucks with heavy loads are forced to drive very slowly which delays WFP food
deliveries. This problem will be aggravated during the approaching rainy season.
Therefore, it would be necessary to preposition stocks, at the EDPs/refugee camps in
March and April. However, the lack of food in Conakry and the late arrival of additional
shipments makes this very difficult. Further disruptions of food distributions, due to
logistics constraints, can not be ruled out

(e) The results of a nutritional survey conducted at N’Zerekore’s hospital, between August
and November, were presented on 10 March. The results show that half of the
children’s admissions to the hospital were related to cases of malaria, while a quarter of
them were related to anaemia; only 3 percent of the cases showed severe malnutrition.

(4) Liberia

(a) From 14 to 20 March, 1,300 tons of food were distributed to 144,000 beneficiaries in
Liberia.

(b) WFP staff conducted an assessment of 23 new schools for expanding Emergency
School Feeding (ESF) activities in Cape Mount County (totaling 4,206 beneficiaries).
There were cases of malnutrition seen among the school children; according to
information gathered, most of these children are returning home from Sierra Leone
refugee camps or IDP camps in Liberia.

(c) Having completed a survey on food diversity, accessibility and expenditure patterns in
Lofa County with partners, including the Ministries of Health and Social Works and
Planning, UNICEF, IMC, and ACF, WFP is concerned about food insecurity in this area.
The new WFP survey reveals that less than 20 percent of the population has adequate
food consumption. More than one of seven households surveyed have unsatisfactory
consumption and over 60 percent of their expenditures go towards food items (at the
expense of other basic needs). The communities report little food production and
therefore high dependency on food purchases and other relief supplies. WFP has
already begun support in Lofa County with the establishment of a sub-office in the
county and this month, WFP’s programme in Voinjama is reaching approximately
14,500 beneficiaries through resettlement support to IDPs and refugees (1,500
beneficiaries), food support for local initiatives such as community infrastructure and

Emergency Report 2005-13

12



agricultural support (3,000 beneficiaries), and emergency school feeding (10,000
children).

(d) Continuous pipeline breaks are expected from May onwards, unless new contributions
are received. Food shortage will begin with corn-soya blend, salt, pulses and vegetable
oil in May, and will gradually affect all commodities in June.

(E) Southern Africa: (1) Regional (2) Angola (3) Lesotho (4) Malawi (5) Namibia (6)
Swaziland (7) Zambia

(1) Regional

(a) The extended dry spells in January and February at the most critical stage of cereal
crop development are likely to result in a significant reduction in the harvest. At least six
Governments (regional WFP Emergency Operation targeted countries) are calling for
Crop and Food Supply Assessment Missions to be undertaken and coordinated with
FAO.

(2) Angola

(a) The number of haemorrhagic fever cases recorded by the Provincial Hospital in Uige
now stands at 101, with 93 deaths. Test results from blood specimens sent to the CDC
in Atlanta tested positive for the Marburg virus, related to Ebola with unknown origin.
Owing to the rarity of this virus, and though the virus remains largely confined to Uige
town, the Ministry of Health is expected to formally declare an epidemic, as is standard
practice in such cases. The situation, closely monitored by WFP, has not yet affected
operations in the province.

(b) On 17 March, WFP conducted a Rapid Food Needs Assessment after heavy rains had
destroyed what is now estimated to be 1,800 houses in Dondo municipality, Kuanza
Norte Province. Some 10,000 persons have lost their homes, as well as at least part of
their cultivated land. WFP has not yet issued its report, but the mission has estimated
that 10,000 people will require food assistance for the next three to six months, due to
the destruction of 45 percent of the cropped land.

(c) In Bolongongo, Quiculungo, Samba Lucala and Luinga localities in Kuanza Norte
Province, 8,400 beneficiaries ceased receiving WFP distributions in March. The
beneficiaries have been assessed to have reached self-sufficiency as a result of the
provision of agriculture inputs (seeds and tools) and food assistance during the past 18
months.

(d) On 18 March, WFP signed a tripartite contract with the Ministry of Planning of Angola
and the European Commission. The objective of the agreement is to rehabilitate
approximately 21 metallic and 12 wooden bridges in the areas of the country where
WFP is still implementing air operations, thus opening over 600 km of road. WFP is
working closely with international de-mining NGOs and the Government of Angola. The
project is planned for completion by August 2006, and has a budget of USD 7.5 mn.

(e) The Angola Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 10054.2, Assistance to
War Affected People, continues to be severely under funded. The Operation still
requires about USD 36 mn, or 60,000 tons of food, to complete through the end of
2005. Without immediate new contributions, WFP will have to introduce even more
severe distribution cuts in the coming months. Also, unless an additional USD 1.5 mn is
made available, WFP will be forced to suspend its air passenger operations by July.
This will directly affect the humanitarian community's activities in Angola, and
consequently the vulnerable population.

(3) Lesotho
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(a) In response to the Government’s appeal for food assistance, in connection with poor
crop production and drought in Lesotho, a Letter of Understanding between WFP and
the Government of Lesotho has been signed, agreeing on the grant of relief and
recovery operations (PRRO).

(b) FAO has arranged for WFP to receive seedlings as support to school garden activities.
The School Feeding Unit together with the Food for Work Unit are currently preparing a
distribution plan.

(c) The implementation of the new PRRO, which began in January, is proceeding well.
Distributions across the five programme areas are reaching the planned number of
beneficiaries. The number of beneficiaries reached during the past week was 89 per
cent of the number planned.

(4) Malawi

(a) WFP has almost finalized its final report of an investigation into ways in which it can
strengthen the national social welfare systems with respect to support to households
affected and infected by HIV/AIDS.

(b) In a meeting chaired by the Ministry of Health, it was agreed that Nutrition Support to
Patients on Anti Retroviral Therapy will be piloted in 6 Health facilities in the country.

(5) Namibia

(a) Sam Nujoma, who has ruled Namibia since independence in 1990, is scheduled to
hand over power to a loyalist, Hifikepunye Pohambo on 21 March. Pohambo echoes
the views of Nujoma and is expected to maintain the current status quo.

(b) Meetings to coordinate distribution plans were held in all of Namibia’s regions, with
participation of WFP, AFRICARE and the Regional Government (REMU).

(c) Transportation of food commodities continues to face problems in Kavango,
Ohangwena and Oshikoto regions due to the regional government’s limited transport
capacity, especially in Ohangwena region. The EMU (Emergency Management Unit)
under the Office of the Prime Minister continues to support with transportation in all
regions when possible. For the second week, no distributions in Ohangwena region
have taken place due to lack of transportation. WFP is following-up with the EMU.
Furthermore, due to the delays in distributions, a total of over 16 tons of maize meal
was certified unfit for human consumption by the Ministry of Health and Social Services
(MOHSS).

(6) Swaziland

(a) The Executive Director of UNAIDS, Dr. Peter Piot, visited the Raleigh Fitkin Memorial
Hospital (RFM) in Manzini on 21 March. At a briefing with hospital authorities, he
commended the efforts of the hospital, and the Government in dealing with the
HIV/AIDS crisis in Swaziland. WFP last month started providing fortified food
supplements to patients under the 3 by 5 Initiative in RFM. About 6 tons of food will be
provided monthly to about 1,000 beneficiaries.

(b) WFP has signed Field Level Agreements with Africa Cooperative Action Trust (ACAT),
Lutheran Development Services (LDS) and World Vision, who are the leading
Cooperating Partners for the implementation of PRRO 10310.

(7) Zambia

(a) The Minister of Agriculture in Zambia has publicly stated that he is expecting a maize
shortfall of approximately 300,000 tons this season. He has said that erratic distribution
and occurrence of rain in most parts of the country has led to about 65-70 percent of
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crops being lost.

(b) WFP Zambia has completed a rapid assessment in affected provinces and although
final results will be available next week, the Programme is worried that erratic rainfall
and a prolonged dry spell this season will result in a drastic reduction in crop yields, up
to 90 percent in some areas. Ground water levels are already low in affected areas, and
the situation is likely to worsen as the season progresses, posing a threat to drinking
water for livestock and people. Carry over food stocks from last season are running out
and prices for staples have already started rising in anticipation of a poor harvest. The
high incidence of livestock diseases in Southern and Western provinces has
exacerbated food insecurity in these areas; some households have already resorted to
desperate coping mechanisms, including the selling of productive and household assets
to raise money for food.

(F) Asia: (1) Bangladesh (2) Indonesia (3) Korea (DPR) (4) Myanmar (5) Sri Lanka

(1) Bangladesh

(a) On Sunday 20 March, a devastating tornado hit two north-western districts of
Bangladesh. The tornado has ravaged more than 30 villages, flattened almost all the
thatched houses, killed 40 persons, injured over 1,000, and deprived some 8,000 of any
form of shelter.

(b) Poor road conditions, hindering the transportation of blended food, are causing
disruptions in the distribution cycle in some places where WFP carries out Vulnerable
Group Feeding activities as part of its emergency operation (EMOP) 10380, Assistance
to Flood Affected People in Bangladesh. Food For Work (FFW) activities are ongoing,
in four districts.

(c) EMOP resourcing levels remain at 38 percent.

(2) Indonesia

(a) A press release referring to the status of foreign humanitarian workers in Aceh province
was issued by the Coordinating Ministry of People's Welfare last week . The
Government of Indonesia (GoI) announced the extension of the transition period to
reconstruction beyond 26 March for an initial period of 30-60 days. As a result of the
press release it is now expected that staff visas will be extended. During this period the
GoI will review the planned rehabilitation and reconstruction activities of humanitarian
organisations.

(b) A government-led internally displaced person (IDP) survey in greater Medan, supported
by WFP, OCHA and IOM, was completed on 20 March. The results will be collected in a
database, analyzed and made available for the humanitarian community. Preliminary
findings suggest that, while an estimated 60 to 70 percent of IDPs have returned to their
places of origin, lack of shelter and income are the main reasons why some IDPs
continue to prefer to stay in Medan.

(c) During the end of last week, general food distribution was carried out as planned in 18
districts in Aceh and North Sumatra provinces. Total estimated beneficiaries for the
month of March stands at 590,570. The project area previously covered by Mercy
Corps in Aceh Besar is now covered by CARE, which now has a total caseload of
nearly 100,000 beneficiaries (Banda Aceh, Aceh Besar and Simeulue Island).

(d) WFP has signed a contract with government logistics agency BULOG for the purchase
of 20,000 tons of rice, located in various locations throughout the country, including
Banda Aceh, Lhokseumawe and Medan.

(e) A second UNHAS Twin Otter passenger aircraft arrived in Medan on 18 March. UNHAS
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assets stand at 2 fixed-wing craft and 5 helicopters. The Twin Otter is now offering a
flight service to the island of Simeulue two times per week, as well as to Banda Aceh,
Meulaboh and Lhokseumawe. Simeulue, with 18,000 WFP beneficiaries, was
previously only accessible by sea.

(f) A one week school feeding assessment mission to Aceh province was completed. The
mission held meetings with local partners, members of the provincial and district
education departments, headmasters and teachers of schools, as well as with other UN
agencies in Aceh Jaya, Aceh Barat, and Pidie districts. The mission report supports the
provision of biscuits as a mid-morning snack to pupils in elementary schools and
emphasised the need to quickly identify cooperating partners with proven capacity. It
also emphasised the need to work closely with the government, in particular the District
Education Departments and the District Health Department. In co-operation with
UNICEF, water supply to schools should be ensured immediately, while investment in
water points and latrines is required in the medium term. WFP has met with potential
cooperating partners including international and local NGOs in Meulaboh, Banda Aceh
and Pidie to discuss possible collaboration for school feeding.

(3) Korea (DPR)

(a) Following the reopening of Chagang province - inaccessible for WFP monitors since
October 2004 - WFP has resumed regular monitoring in the seven counties affected by
the decision. Monitoring visits reveal that the absence of WFP food has had serious
consequences for vulnerable groups. Child institutions were unable to fill the food gaps
and were forced to reduce the quantity of food served to the children. As a result
attendance dropped and the health situation of the children is reported to have
deteriorated. WFP remains concerned about the food security situation in the
inaccessible counties/districts of the country, including the three previously accessible
counties: Kowon (South Hamgyong province), Sinchon (South Hwanghae province) and
Kangdong district in Pyongyang.

(b) Expected rice arrivals will allow WFP to feed all Vulnerable Group Feeding beneficiaries
with planned rations through May 2005 while some beneficiaries will also be fed
through June. WFP will be faced with serious cereal pipeline breaks thereafter.
Moreover, unless new contributions are urgently confirmed, nursery, kindergarten
children and pregnant and nursing mothers will not be receiving oil as of April or pulses
as of May.

(c) To save the rapidly depleting Local Food Production (LFP) stock of milk powder, the
production of corn-soya-milk blend (CSM) has temporarily been shifted to corn-soya
blend (CSB). New donations of milk powder are urgently needed as the current stock of
dried skimmed milk will be finished in May. Moreover, the stock of wheat is rapidly
depleting at the Hamhung, Wonsan, Chongjin and Hyesan LFP factories and will finish
in May. This shortage will jeopardize the production of biscuits, noodles and cereal-milk
blend (CMB) for children in primary/boarding schools, nurseries and kindergartens as
well as pregnant/nursing women on the East Coast. Soybeans stocks will be finished in
August.

(4) Myanmar

(a) Under the Tsunami emergency operation, EMOP-10405.0, Food-For-Work (FFW)
activities are progressing well in Ayeyarwaddy division (Delta area). About 80 percent of
road and 60 percent of water ponds construction and renovation has been completed.
Some 2,790 people participated in the activities and have received some 240 tons of
food items so far.

(b) In Tanintharyi Division (Thai border area), the rehabilitation of access roads in the most
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affected village will be completed this week, involving 100 people per day for 30 days.
The third cycle of relief food distribution is also in progress, benefiting 4,200 people. So
far, the cumulative dispatch amounted to 65 percent of all the food items to be
delivered. The remainder of the dispatches are planned to be completed by the end of
April, before the start of rainy season.

(c) WFP has fielded a regional food needs assessment mission to the project areas in
northern Shan State for the extension of EMOP 10345.0, which benefits ex-poppy
farmers. Prior to the mission, WFP had organized coordination meetings and a rapid
assessment in collaboration with partners NGOs.

(d) During the past fortnight, WFP also distributed a total of about 170 tons of mixed food
consisting of rice, pulses and vegetable oil to 12,100 beneficiaries (returnees, primary
school children, Food-For-Training and Food-For-Work participants) in Northern
Rakhine State (NRS) under PRRO 10066.2, Assistance to Returnees and Vulnerable
Groups in North Rakhine State and Magway Division (Dry Zone) of Myanmar.

(5) Sri Lanka

(a) Problems with permanent shelter are continuing to cause tension in the
tsunami-affected areas as people await for reconstruction directives from the
government. In Jaffna district, a large number of internally displaced persons held a
demonstration demanding that they be allowed to resettle in their homes and villages.
Members of parliament from Tamil National Alliance joined in the demonstration. Police
squads were deployed to block the protesters from entering the high security zones in
Thellipalai area. The crowd was later dispersed peacefully with no violence being
reported.

(b) WFP routine monitoring in tsunami-affected districts has shown that authorities are now
committed to quick and efficient distributions; beneficiaries who have not redeemed
their food coupons have been given a deadline for doing so after which coupons will
become invalid. This effort is also helping to identify those people who are still in need
of food assistance. In Ampara, WFP routine monitoring found that authorities have
continued with efficient distributions to the extent that they are distributing a one month
ration in Pottuvil division; in an effort to clear backlogs.

(c) While the government has not made any final decision on the duration of its relief
(phase 1) assistance, WFP is preparing to discontinue general food distributions (GFD)
in May, in favour of targeted programmes. WFP is in the process of finalizing the design
of WFP ration cards to be used in the Vulnerable Group Feeding (VGF) component of
the EMOP. WFP is developing criteria to be used in identifying those to be assisted
under VGF, and is also conducting assessments in all the affected districts to ensure a
smooth transition from General Food Distributions to VGF.

(d) With a view to expand school feeding activities to all areas, WFP has completed a rapid
assessment of all programme areas (both EMOP and PRRO) to establish a list of
schools that require food assistance. Final arrangements for implementation are being
made.

(G) Latin America and Caribbean: (1) Bolivia (2) Guatemala (3) Haiti (4) Nicaragua

(1) Bolivia

(a) The Bolivian Congress rejected the Presidential request for early elections in August,
based on the contradictions to the constitution. Faced with this rejection, the President
decided not to resign.

(b) Road blockades were removed after the Deputies Chamber of the Congress passed the
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hydrocarbon legislation, raising up to 50 percent the combination of non-deductible
taxes and royalties for gas exploitation applied to all oil companies. The bill will be
passed to the Senate for approval. President Mesa opposes this bill as it clearly violates
the contracts with the companies and discourages foreign investments. WFP regular
distribution activities resumed as roadblocks were lifted.

(c) As of 24 March, WFP distributed some 115 tons of food to approximately 2,050 families
in the Municipalities of Huacaya and Macharetí in El Chaco region in the context of
Emergency Operation (EMOP) 10392.0. Another 180 tons were distributed to 4,100
families on 22 March in the Municipality of Charagua.

(2) Guatemala

(a) On 14 March, thousands of Guatemalans demonstrated around the city in a national
strike called by opponents (small farmers, unionists, teachers and public university
students) to the Central America Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA´s) ratified by
Congress, demanding that the President of Guatemala not sign the agreement.
However, President Berger sanctioned the decree a day later. Demonstrators caused
serious damage to public and commercial areas. In the countryside demonstrations
lasted until 16 March. As a precautionary measure, all UN security clearances for field
trips previously granted were revoked, except for duty travel of urgent nature. Some
WFP duty travel had to be postponed.

(b) In the health sector, national hospitals and the social security institute are facing
exhausted stocks of at least 100 medications and it is estimated that available stocks
wil last only for a 15-day period. The Minister of Finance is mediating at Congress to
obtain a spending authorization of approximately USD 7.7 million in medications without
a full tender process.

(c) Under the PRRO 10212, a total of some 80 tons of maize, beans, corn-soya blend and
vegetable oil were distributed to community-based centres in the Province of
Huehuetenango. The support is aimed at the nutritional recovery of children under five
years of age and pregnant and lactating women suffering of acute malnutrition. The
food distribution will benefit a total of about 940 families.

(3) Haiti

(a) The entire country continues in UN security phase III. Common crime and/or political
violence continue to be reported in the Port-au-Prince area, where a steep increase in
the number of shooting incidents and hijacking of cars is being noted. Gangs continue
to operate, mainly targeting the local population, the Haitian National Police and the
MINUSTAH troops. The security situation around the port terminals of Port-au-Prince
continues to deteriorate. On 17 March, WFP Haiti requested the MINUSTAH troops to
provide 24-hour guard at the WFP warehouse in Cap Haitien after a crowd attempted to
break into the warehouse.

(b) On 19 March, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry staged a protest in support of
the restoration of law and order after the killing of a shopkeeper. Concerned by the
wave of violence, nearly all businesses in the capital city closed in a sign of mourning
and protest.

(c) On 18 March, a meeting on Haiti’s reconstruction was held in Cayenne with the
participation of the Haitian Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, the Special Representative
of the Secretary-General Juan Gabriel Valdes and foreign ministers from Argentina,
Canada, Chile, France and Mexico. The objective was to present, adopt and accelerate
the implementation of immediate impact projects. Participants agreed to finance 380
projects in the areas of infrastructure, governance and basic services. On 13 March,
282 former soldiers symbolically surrendered their weapons in Cap Haitien and agreed
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to be reintegrated into society. The official ceremony marked the beginning of the
official disarmament of the ex-FADH (Force Armée d’Haiti).

(d) In response to the drought conditions in the southwest of the country, an inter-agency
mission comprising of WFP, FAO, USAID, CRS, UNDP and CARITAS carried out a
three-day mission to assess drought conditions and identify the emergency response
interventions required. Results confirm the existence of a drought with limited coping
mechanisms. At the moment, no action is required from WFP, but the food aid actor in
the region, Catholic Relief Services, is monitoring the situation through its early warning
system.

(e) During the previous week, some 70 tons of WFP food commodities were distributed by
the implementing partner CARE to 1,590 beneficiaries affected by the floods in
Gonaïves. Some 920 tons of food were delivered to health centres and schools (EMOP
and Country Programme) in the West, North and Northeast Departments,
Port-au-Prince, and to the various implementing partners of PRRO activities in the
Northwest and Central Plateau.

(f) Deliveries from Port-au-Prince container terminal are currently at an acceptable level.
Nonetheless, the WFP continues to maintain pressure on the terminals and to seek
solutions in order to shorten delivery times. A shipment of sixty 20-foot containers of
rice for the Cap Haitien sub-office transshipped through Freeport Bahamas has been
delayed for approximately one week, causing a pipeline break. WFP Port-au-Prince
sub-office transferred commodities to Cap Haitien to allow the continuation of
distributions.

(g) WFP Haiti’s large-scale emergency operation to feed the victims of the Gonaives floods
has been completed now. WFP has distributed a total of 6,175 tons of food in Gonaïves
and its outskirts since the onset of the crisis and another 210 tons to other affected
areas (Port de Paix, Chansolme, etc.). In the context of this six-month emergency
operation, up to 160,000 people – the vast majority women and children – received
WFP emergency food distributions.

(h) Technical assistance was provided to WFP, to evaluate the feasibility and
cost-effectiveness of temporary iodized salt distribution in Haiti. The mission included a
visit to salt producing sites in the Artibonite Department to evaluate the impact of
tropical storm Jeanne on salt production and a visit to the newly inaugurated salt
fortification (DEC - Diethylcarbamizine and iodine) unit in Port-au-Prince. The mission
visited the Ministers of Agriculture, Health, Commerce and Industries, and Education to
advocate the importance of the production and consumption of iodized salt.

(4) Nicaragua

(a) WFP continued food distributions to vulnerable groups and school boys and girls in the
context of PRRO 10212.0. These distributions will benefit some 10,365 pregnant and
nursing women, 11,160 children under 2 and 53,800 schoolchildren in the Central and
Northern Atlantic Regions. Food-For-Work activities will resume in April.

(b) PRRO 10212.0 will face shortfalls through August 2005, of rice, beans, vegetable oil,
maize and CSB. If no commodities are announced in the coming months or those that
are announced arrive late, this PRRO will face serious pipeline breaks during the
second half of 2005.

Note: All tonnage figures in this report refer to metric tons
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1 [www.wfp.org] http://www.wfp.org

2 [WFP Newsroom] http://www.wfp.org/index.asp?section=2&sub_section=7&page=../subsections/year.asp?section=18

From David Kaatrud, Chief of the Analysis, Assessment and Preparedness Service of the
United Nations World Food Programme (ODA); also available online at www.wfp.org [1] or go
directly to the WFP Newsroom [2] .

Also available by e-mail from Carlo Scaramella, Chief of the Emergency Preparedness and
Response Branch (ODAP).

Carlo.Scaramella@wfp.org

For information on resources, donors are requested to contact Valerie Sequeira:

Valerie.Sequeira@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2009

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy

Media queries should be directed to Brenda Barton at:

Brenda.Barton@wfp.org

tel: +39 06 6513 2602

Via Cesare Giulio Viola 68, Parco dei Medici, 00148 Rome - Italy
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