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REFUGEE NEWS BRIEFINGS 



1. South Africa: deportations of undocumented Zimbabweans to 
resume 

Johannesburg, 16 September 2010 – At the end of the year, South 
Africa is to resume the deportation of Zimbabweans who fail to quality 
for visas under the new government 
regularisation plan. 

According to a government statement, 
Zimbabwean nationals who are working, 
conducting businesses, or studying in South 
Africa will be issued with visas, provided they 
have valid documentation. Undocumented 
Zimbabweans will be treated like all others 
and their deportation will resume on 31 
December. 

In April 2009, South Africa placed a 
moratorium on deportations, introduced a 90-day visa on demand for 
Zimbabwean passport holders, and was on the cusp of issuing a special permit 
allowing them to work and reside in South Africa for up to three years, but this 
has now been reversed. 

Most vulnerable at risk 

While JRS and other organisations welcome the move to expand avenues for 
legal immigration, they have expressed concern about the fate of those who fear 
returning home, but will not qualify for visas. 

Given the reluctance of South Africa to grant refugee status to Zimbabweans 
fleeing persecution, refugee NGOs are worried that few hitherto undocumented 
migrants will practically qualify for legal status under this initiative. 

The Forced Migration Studies Programme (FMSP) at the University of the 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg estimates that between 1 million and 1.5 million 
Zimbabweans live in South Africa. 
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2. Chad: flooding affects 150,000 

N'djamena, 17 September 2010 – According to the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR), flooding over the last two months has affected 150,000 
people, including refugees and 
internally displaced persons. 

Refugees sheltering in south and southeast 
Chad have been hard hit by the flooding and 
the heaviest rains to hit the country in 40 



years. Humanitarian access to affected areas across Chad remains a challenge 
due to the destruction of roads and bridges in areas where populations are in 
need of help. 

Refugees from two camps in the southeastern region – at Yarounga and Moula – 
are among the latest victims of the rains. Large portions of their recently 
cultivated lands and crops have been wiped out, exposing them to a possible 
food crisis. 

Many of their shelters and latrines have also collapsed. The beginning of the 
school year, planned for 1 October, may also be delayed as people temporarily 
occupy schools, pending provision of temporary housing. Despite emergency 
intervention, some 4,000 refugees remain without shelter. 

Health risks 

According to UNHCR, many health hazards are associated with the floods. In the 
case of collapsed latrines, there is a risk that waste may resurface, causing 
outbreaks of disease among the nearby population. Ground water, extracted 
from boreholes for refugees' daily consumption, may also become contaminated. 

In many places mosquitoes are likely to breed, increasing exposure to malaria. A 
cholera epidemic was declared on3 September and has claimed 41 lives across 
the country. 

While humanitarian assistance focuses on areas with refugees and internally 
displaced persons, some 3,000 local families from nearby villages have received 
international aid, including basic survival kits comprising blankets, plastic 
sheeting, mosquito nets and bed mats. 
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3. Belgium: positive approach to detention presented to EU 
partners 

Rome, 27 September 2010 – JRS have given a broad welcome to the 
measures taken by the Belgian government to find alternatives to the 
use of immigration detention for families 
with minors. 

On 13 and 14 September, the Belgian 
government organised the Ministerial 
Conference on Quality and Efficiency in the 
Asylum Process. Officially seeking to identify 
good practices that contribute to more 
efficient asylum procedures in the EU, the 
event was organised around three main 
subjects, each divided into sub-themes: 
asylum seekers with special needs; decision processes; and inter-European 
solidarity. 



Under the heading, asylum seekers with special needs, the Belgian government 
presented a discussion paper on alternatives to the detention of families with 
minors. 

In October 2008, the government introduced a pilot programme ending the 
detention of families with minors. The pilot programme was established by the 
immigration ministry with the objective of reducing or avoiding detention of this 
group and identifying at an early stage those families who will eventually be 
subject to deportation. 

“Detention has such a negative impact on the lives of so many forced migrants. 
So, it's an ethical obligation to look for alternatives. The Belgian alternative for 
families with children is a step in the right direction, although some aspects still 
need to be improved. For example, for many families the fact that they are 
transferred from their home may be traumatic", said JRS Belgium Director, 
Christophe Renders SJ. 

Support produces more humane outcomes 

Under the programme, families can leave the units under specific rules, in order 
to visit their lawyer, bring their children to school, buy groceries or participate in 
religious celebrations. Visits to the family units are also allowed. 

Support officers (coaches) are appointed to accompany the families in the units. 
The coaches collect all necessary information for further identification of families, 
inform them about legal procedures (asylum, appeals …) and/or assist them in 
returning to their countries of origin. The coaches also take care of all 
appointments – if necessary – with lawyers, schools, communal administration 
and so on. 

During the period assessed by the immigration authorities, October 2008 to 2 
September 2010, 106 families with 189 minors stayed in family units. Forty-six 
families returned home or to a third country, 33 were freed for various reasons 
(refugee status, regularisation, medical grounds), one child was transferred to an 
open centre for minors and 33 families (20 percent) absconded. 

According to the immigration ministry discussion paper, the process has been 
positive, allowing staff to rethink the methodology for the sustainable return of 
families, and identify cases where temporary or permanent permits should be 
granted. The role of coaches was crucial to the success of the programme. 

"It's interesting to see that a more hands on approach has provided quite a 
number of civil servants with a deeper understanding of the causes of migration 
in particular families”, added Fr Renders. 

For a full copy of the government discussion document see  
http://idcoalition.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/09/discussant_i__alternatives_for_detention.pdf 
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4. Europe: responsibility sharing agreement at a standstill 

Brussels, 24 September – The Council of Europe’s Human Rights 
Commissioner, Thomas Hammarberg, has accused northern European 
states, far from EU borders in the south and the east, of resisting 
attempts to share responsibility for 
hosting asylum seekers. 

Two years ago, on the insistence of a 
number of southern EU states, the European 
Commission began work on modifying the 
Dublin II Regulation, allowing for its 
suspension in cases where member states 
were unable to cope with the arrival of 
asylum seekers. 

The regulation obliges the EU state country 
in which asylum seekers first arrive to process their applications for international 
protection, often putting excessive pressure on border states. Instead, some 
southern states have been lobbying to be able to transfer some asylum seekers 
to other EU countries where they could remain until their refugee application has 
been processed. 

However, despite several EU meetings over the past years, little progress has 
been made because many northern states, which are not directly affected by the 
problem, have resisted change. 

Dysfunctional Dublin Regulation 

Mr Hammerberg described the gravely dysfunctional asylum procedures in 
Greece as having brought the Dublin system to a genuine collapse. He called for 
the issue to be addressed without further delay and for lessons to be drawn from 
this breakdown. 

He urged EU states to halt all transfers of asylum seekers back to countries 
where they face enormous difficulties in gaining access to asylum procedures 
and where they do not enjoy basic safeguards, such as interpretation and legal 
aid. 

During the past year, many asylum seekers, aware of the problems in Greece 
and other overburdened member states, appealed against their repatriation, 
leading to a backlog at the national courts and the European Court of Human 
Rights. 

In 2009-2010 the Strasbourg Court heard no fewer than 700 cases involving 
asylum seekers asking for their transfers to be suspended. 
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5. USA: NGO network urges government to act in favour of 
refugees 

Rome, 28 September – The network of US NGOs, InterAction, has 
published a letter urging the government to use its leverage to ensure 
the issues affecting forcibly displaced persons are advanced at the 
forthcoming sixty-first Executive Committee of the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) from 4 to 8 October 2010. 

High on the agenda of InterAction, of which 
JRS USA is a member, are the current 
humanitarian crises in Somalia, Sri Lanka 
and Sudan/Chad. The network expressed 
concern for the fate of some 600,000 
displaced Somalis scattered throughout the 
region. They urged the US government to 
push for increased educational and work 
opportunities for this group, and try and 
ensure they are registered as refugees and provided with documentation. 

Regarding Sri Lanka, the network expressed concern about the fate of internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in need of immediate and long-term assistance, 
including women and children, held in detention on suspicion of being members 
of the former rebel group, the LTTE. In Sudan, as the referendum on the 
independence of the south due in January draws near, the NGOs urged the US 
to ensure UNHCR develop contingency plans to cater for potential displacement. 

Crosscutting issues 

The NGO letter also raised a number of crosscutting issues on protracted 
refugee situations, persons with disabilities, statelessness, natural disasters and 
urban refugees. 

According to the letter, despite the excellent advocacy work of the US 
representative in Geneva, displaced persons with disabilities continue to be 
marginalised in humanitarian response operations. The group called for strong 
operationally focused UN recommendations at the executive meeting. 

Fifty years after the introduction of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness, the NGOs continued, this problem is still widespread. If 
statelessness is to be addressed, it needs to be institutionalised into the mandate 
of UNHCR. This will mean greater targeted programmes for stateless persons 
and training for UNHCR and government staff. 

Finally, the NGOs highlighted the large number of protection issues that exist as 
natural disasters unfold. Unfortunately, this exposes the ongoing lack of clarity on 
how to assure that protection considerations are adequately addressed in all 
disaster response initiatives. The network called for protection to be considered 



from the outset in all early needs assessments. Given the mandate and expertise 
of UNHCR, the network called for an expanded role to be given to the refugee 
agency to ensure adequate response to protection issues in natural disasters at 
national level. 

For copies of the documents sent to the US government by InterAction and 
Refugee Council USA, 
see http://www.jrs.net/Assets/Regions/IOR/media/files/InterAction.jpg 
andhttp://www.jrs.net/Assets/Regions/IOR/media/files/RCUSA_letter_9-15-10.pdf 
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6. International: states urged to end the cluster bomb threat and 
assist victims 

Geneva, 6 September 2010 – The Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC) has 
called on states to act urgently to meet their obligations under a new 
international treaty banning cluster bombs, as nations gathered in 
Geneva to plan the Convention’s upcoming First Meeting of States 
Parties. 

According to the statement by the Coalition, 
of which JRS is a founding member, 
governments have established a powerful 
treaty outlawing cluster bombs, and now they 
must deliver on what they promised. If strong 
cooperation between states, civil society, 
and international organisations continues, a 
real difference in preventing civilian suffering 
can be made. 

The 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions, 
which entered into force as binding 
international law on 1 August 2010, bans the 
use, production, stockpiling and transfer of 
cluster munitions and requires the 
destruction of stockpiles, the clearance of 
affected land and the provision of assistance 
to victims and affected communities. To 
date, 108 countries have signed the treaty and 39 have already ratified. 

Ireland chaired the Geneva meeting, where participants previewed the 
substantive outcome documents for the First Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions, which will be held from 9-12 November in 
Vientiane, Laos. The Vientiane meeting will be the first time States Parties, 
signatory and observer states, international organisations and civil society and 
cluster bomb victims under the banner of the CMC come together to lay the 
foundations for putting the Convention’s provisions to work. 



Expected outcomes at States Parties meeting 

States parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions are expected to agree on 
four main outcomes in Vientiane, including: 

• a Vientiane Declaration, an ambitious political statement reaffirming 
states parties’ commitment to comprehensively banning cluster 
munitions; 

• a Vientiane Action Plan for the next one-to-five years, with clear 
objectives, priorities and specific outputs as well as benchmarks on 
how the treaty should be implemented and how progress can be 
measured; 

• a concrete programme of work for 2011; and 

• reporting formats for countries to provide annual updates on their 
progress in implementing treaty obligations. 

As the most heavily cluster-bombed country in the world, Laos is a highly 
appropriate venue for the First Meeting of States Parties, and participants will be 
able to appreciate first-hand the immense scale of the bombing and the 
devastating and ongoing humanitarian impact of cluster munitions. 

The CMC urged all states to ratify or accede to the Convention and to attend the 
First Meeting of States Parties in Vientiane, regardless of whether or not they 
have joined the treaty. 
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UPDATES ON JRS PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES 

7. Ethiopia: teenagers receive HIV/AIDS peer education 

Addis Ababa, 27 September 2010 – Twenty-seven teenage refugees 
have received peer education for peer educators as part of the JRS 
programme to prevent the spread of HIV. The programme focuses on 
the younger generation whose immaturity and lack of information and 
knowledge often put their health at risk. 

Jointly facilitated by UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) and Jesuit Refugee Service staff in 
the JRS Refugee Community Centre 
between 6-8 September, the workshop 
focused on explaining the contents of the 
Youth Action Kit, developed by the Health 



Communication Partnership, a USAID funded project working to prevent HIV 
transmission among sexually active adolescents. 

The Youth Action Kit provides vital information to teenagers, such as the 
difference between HIV and AIDS, ways of contracting the virus, available 
treatment and areas of the world most affected by disease. It also helps young 
people discuss the stigma that infected people and their families face, offering 
examples of successful programmes. The kit is more than a source of 
information; it seeks to help bring about behavioural change. 

The strength of peer education 

The first two days of the workshop were classroom teaching, complemented with 
an excursion on the third day to the west of Addis Ababa around 11km away 
from the centre, where more than 400 HIV-positive children live in a centre 
managed by the Missionaries of Charity. JRS organised the visit to complement 
the theory the teenagers learn in the classroom with some real life experience on 
the ground. 

“Unless you take action, knowing about HIV/AIDS in itself does not stop the 
spread of the disease. The best way to practice is by discussing it with your 
parents, breaking the long silence and sharing ideas on sexuality, considered as 
taboo in many African cultures, listening to the problems of your friends and 
performing different activities in the community”, JRS Refugee Community 
Centre Project Director, Mulugeta W/Eyesus, said at the closing ceremony. 

Many organisations across the globe are placing students in the role of 
educators, for the very important task of preventing HIV among themselves and 
their classmates. Peer education is based on the reality that many people make 
changes not only based on what they know, but in accordance with the opinions 
and actions of their close, trusted peers. 

Peer educators can communicate and understand in a way that the best-
intentioned adults cannot, and can serve as role models for change. With this 
advantage, they can help raise awareness, provide accurate information, and 
help their classmates develop the skills to change their behaviour. 
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8. Sudan: teachers updated on new curriculum 

Kajo Keji, 28 September 2010 – Since the introduction of the new 
common school curriculum in Southern Sudan, very little training has 
been provided to teachers on its implementation. With skilled resources 
in short supply, the government lacks the capacity to ensure the 
planned changes are introduced. 



After two decades of civil war, Kajo Keji is in 
the process of building a comprehensive 
education system from scratch. Between 
2006 and 2009, more than 21,000 displaced 
persons returned to Kajo Keji, putting further 
pressure on the already weak educational 
structures. While the ministry has made 
progress in establishing educational 
structures, an estimated 65 percent of state 
teachers are untrained. 

At the end of August, JRS organised a 4-day workshop to bring 20 primary 
school teachers in the most southern border county of Kajo Keji up to date with 
their new obligations. The workshop examined the content of the new curriculum 
and how it should be best implemented. 

Hungry for guidance and information, teachers were offered materials and tips on 
how to teach the new subjects. They were introduced to concepts such as work 
schemes and lesson plans and their importance in promoting quality learning. 
Emphasis was placed on advance planning for teaching and learning, dividing 
their class preparation into subjects, topics and subtopics. 

“A lesson is a planned set of learning activities designed to achieve a specific 
outcome. Most lessons are short, so they need a limited number of objectives. It 
is straightforward; good work plan lead to well designed lessons”, said JRS 
Southern Sudan Education officer, Mr Francis Biryaho. 

After the initial sessions, participants were asked to draw up their own work 
schemes and lesson plans. 

Implementation 

Participants were told how the implementation of the curriculum depended on 
their relationships with the key actors involved in the process: students, teachers, 
parents, school management (parent-teacher associations), communities, and 
local and central government officials. 

“These actors need to be involved as much as possible in monitoring and 
evaluating the school curriculum, and this is an ongoing process that should 
measure progress towards the education programme goals. The aim of 
monitoring is to ensure objectives stipulated in the curriculum/syllabus are 
achieved”, added Mr Biryaho. 

Monitoring, Mr Biryaho continued, helps teachers ensure the materials are 
appropriate and inclusive. He further urged teachers to push for the recruitment 
of external evaluators, describing it as the only effective way of measuring 
progress. The findings then should be shared with those responsible for revising, 
drafting and implementing the curriculum to ensure changes respond to actual 
needs, he added. 



JRS has worked in Kajo Kejo since 2000. Last year, JRS supported more than 
11,000 primary and secondary students and approximately 500 teachers and 
student teachers. The organisation also provided training to parent-teacher 
associations, school management committees and boards, and government 
officials. 
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9. International: new higher education project begins 

Rome, 27 September 2010 – JRS has announced the opening of its 
latest initiative, bringing higher education to refugees. In the pilot phase 
of the programme, ending in August 2014, more than 1,000 refugees 
are expected to participate. 

In partnership with Jesuit Commons, the 
programme combines the best of new 
technology with the ancient Jesuit philosophy 
of Ignatian pedagogy which emphasises 
experience and new learning, reflection and 
evaluation, action and service. 

Using the expertise of Jesuit universities and 
JRS field staff, the organisations plan to use 
both the internet and on-site teachers, 
mentors and tutors, to offer accredited certificate and diploma courses to 
refugees in Kakuma (Kenya) and Dzaleka (Malawi) camps, and in urban areas in 
Syria, as well as certificates of learning, known as Community Service Learning 
Track (CSLT). 

In the first year, 70 students will be admitted to the Diploma in Applied Liberal 
Studies course and study subjects such as anthropology, business studies, 
conflict management, critical thinking, intercultural communication, leadership, 
philosophy. A second cohort will be enrolled in September 2011. 

At the end of each year, students will receive Certificates of Completion from 
Regis University in Denver, USA, and after three years of successful studies, 
they will be awarded their diplomas. 

Challenges and hopes 

However, providing education in circumstances like these is never without 
obstacles, both for refugees and service organisations. In this case, 
environmental – dust, heat and stormy winds –, geographical, social and 
economic obstacles are, if anything, greater. 

But it is looking at the contrast between refugees’ and campus students’ lives 
that one readily realises these challenges, both academic and material, will be an 
ongoing struggle. Students often live in extreme poverty where access to food 



and basic services is never certain. In addition, there is violence in the camps, 
particularly against women. 

For more information see JRS education campaign 
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10. Recruitment 

1. JRS Angola Director 

For further information see http://www.jrs.net/recruit 
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