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Concern for Children in southern Yemen

An estimated 15,000 people - most of whom are children - have 
been displaced by recent clashes in and around Al-Hauta 
village in Shabwah Governorate in southern Yemen, according 
to UNICEF. 

Over the past few weeks, there has been a steady increase 
in violent clashes, including air strikes, between government 
troops and armed groups in the area. UNICEF said that children 
have been injured in the fighting and continue to be at risk 
from unexploded ordnances, landmines and other explosive 
remnants of war. In addition, schools that have just re-opened 
have been disrupted because school buildings are being used 
to host displaced people. 

UNICEF and its partners are providing immediate assistance 
to 700 most vulnerable displaced families, and supporting 
preparations for their return to Al-Hauta. There are already 
over 300,000 internally displaced persons in northern Yemen 
of whom 60 percent (180,000) are children. 
www.unicef.org

Floods continue to displace People in southern 
Pakistan

New ERC takes Office

On 7 September,  the new UN Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
Valerie Amos, arrived in flood-
hit Pakistan for a three-day 
visit on her first day on the 
job. Immediately before being 
appointed to her current post 
by UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon, Ms. Amos served as 
British High Commissioner to 
Australia,
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Diarrhoeal diseases and malnutrition are of concern and 
children are at greatest risk. WHO has mobile medical teams 
in the area to respond to the crisis. At the same time, camps 
and makeshift settlements are overcrowded and space and 
services are inadequate for accommodating the large scale of 
displaced people, and far more shelter materials are required 
to meet the rapidly increasing needs in the south, said UNHCR 
in Sindh.

Out of an estimated 20 million people affected by the floods, 
more than 7.3 million are in Sindh, where almost 1.1 million 
homes are estimated to have been destroyed and close to 1.5 
million people are living in relief camps, OCHA said. Through 
the work of the UN and its partners in the province, 1.3 million 
people have so far received food, while emergency shelter has 
reached 500,000 people. Clean drinking water is available to 
nearly 500,000 people, and more than one million have received 
medical attention.
www.pakresponse.info

Men load medicine from a WHO warehouse in Islamabad. WHO has 
delivered medicines and other supplies to treat about two million 
people. Photo: Syed Haider/WHO

Towards the end of September, hundreds of thousands 
of people were still being displaced by floods in southern 
Pakistan’s Sindh province. Overflowing of the Lake Manchar 
caused daily displacement of some 20,000 to 30,000 people 
and humanitarian agencies were struggling to scale up quickly 
in the far south of the province, UN sources said.

Ms.Valerie Amos. Photo: UN
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The West Bank barrier, which 
Israel has been constructing 
since 2002, at several points 
runs well inside the West Bank 
territories beyond the accepted 
“1967 Green Line”, separating 
people from their farm lands, their 
families and their communities,

The barrier is a row of concrete 
slabs with only a few gates open 
for passing and even when they 
are, the strict access regime 
prevents many from crossing to 
the other side. This forces large 
numbers of refugees to take long 
alternative routes in order to meet 
their essential needs and to seek 
livelihood opportunities. In some 
cases, communities are cut off 
altogether from essential goods 
and services. Vulnerable groups 
such as the elderly, women with 
children, disabled people and the 
chronically ill are unable to make 
such long voyages. Impoverished 
families cannot afford the 
additional transportation costs.

This has a negative impact on the 
lives of thousands of Palestine 
refugees, Bedouins and herder 
communities as many have been 
hindered from accessing basic 
commodities and services such 
as food, primary health care and 
schools.

To mitigate the impact of closures on the health status and 
well-being of the Palestinians residing in isolated or remote 
areas of the West Bank, the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) has developed a 
Mobile Health Clinics programme to provide primary health 
care including preventive and curative primary health care, 
blood tests, medical advice and mental health counselling. 
Towards the end of 2010, more than 156,000 patient refugees 
living in 76 isolated locations will be receiving medical care 
thanks to these mobile health clinics.
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The total area located between the Barrier 
and the Green Line is 9.4% of the West Bank,
including East Jerusalem and No Man's Land.

When completed, approximately 15% of 
the Barrier will be constructed on the Green Line
or in Israel with 85% inside the West Bank.

The Barrier’s total length is 707 km, more than
twice the length of the 1949 Armistice Line
(Green Line) between the West Bank and Israel.

Area Affected

Cartography and Barrier Themes: OCHA-oPt IMU
Map July 2010
Base data: MoPIC (2000) updates OCHA (2010)
Barrier data:  OCHA Field work, 
Shaul Arieli(Councel for Peace and Security),ARIJ, JRC
For comments contact <ochaopt@un.org>
Tel. +972 (02) 582-9962    http://www.ochaopt.org
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If the Barrier is completed based on the 
current route:

Approximately 33,000 Palestinians holding
West Bank ID cards in 36 communities will
be located between the Barrier and the
Green Line.

The majority of Palestinians with East
Jerusalem ID cards will reside between
the Barrier and the Green Line. However,
Palestinian communities inside the current
municipal boundary, Kafr Aqab and Shu'fat
Camp, are separated from East Jerusalem 
by the Barrier.

Approximately126,000 Palestinians will be 
surrounded by the Barrier on three sides.
These comprise 31 communities; the Biddya
and Biddu areas, and the city of Qalqilya.

Approximately 28.000 Palestinians in 9
communities in the Az Zawiya and Bir Nabala
Enclaves will be surrounded on four sides
by the Barrier, with a tunnel or road
connection to the rest of the West Bank.

Populations Affected

Reproduction and/or use of this material is only permitted with express reference to "United Nations OCHA oPt" as the source.
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The project is being realized thanks to the generosity of many 
partners. In 2010, the main donors were Gaddafi International 
Charity and Development Foundation, Generalitat Valenciana, 
Ayuntamiento de Castellón, Navarra Government and the 
Association Solidarite Maroc-Palestine.
See also www.ochaopt.org

UNRWA provides Care to West Bank Refugees isolated by the Barrier 
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Lessons learnt from Refugee Crisis in Uzbekistan
The inter-agency contingency plan for Uzbekistan has been 
updated following a workshop in Tashkent on 23-24 September 
which recommended improved coordination among agencies 
and a number of concrete preparedness actions to be taken.

The workshop was organized by ROMENACA Sub-regional 
Office based in Almaty for 25 representatives of UN agencies, 
NGOs and Red Cross and Red Crescent organizations which 
took part in the humanitarian response to the refugee crisis 
in Uzbekistan earlier in the year. The workshop reviewed 
the effectiveness of international response and lessons 
learnt about coordination between national and international 
organizations in mobilizing support to refugees. 

In June 2010, as a result of inter-ethnic violence in southern 
Kyrgyzstan, over 100,000 refugees, mainly ethnic Uzbeks, 
crossed the border into Uzbekistan. The speed and scale 
of the refugee influx prompted request for international 
assistance and a rapid response by UN agencies, NGOs and 
the Red Cross and Red Crescents movement was mounted. 
However, the refugee crisis lasted only a couple of weeks as 
the displaced, mainly women and children, quickly returned to 
Kyrgyzstan and was assisted there. 
UN in Uzbekistan: www.un.uz

Central Asian regional Disaster Management Centre 
takes Shape

Since September 2007, ROMENACA Sub-regional Office in 
Almaty has been working with national and regional partners 
to accelerate the implementation of a joint initiative of three 
Central Asian States to map, analyze and develop early 
warning and mitigation programmes in response to trans-
border regional risks and hazards. 

In September 2010, the implementation of a project developed 
jointly by OCHA and UNDP has begun which will lead to the 
establishment of an intergovernmental disaster management 
centre in 2011. 

UNDP in Kazakhstan is the implementing agency; the two 
other countries in the joint initiative are Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan. The project is expected to help the Central Asian 
states overcome a number of legal and organizational issues 
to allow for the establishment of the centre. Funding for the 
project has been secured through the European Commission’s 
Humanitarian Aid department’s disaster preparedness 
programme (DIPECHO).

Rising Concern over Instability in Tajikistan 
Recent armed clashes in the mountainous region of Garm 
in western Tajikistan between government forces and 
unidentified armed groups have raised concern of international 
organizations of the possibility of further destabilization in the 
region and the associated humanitarian impact on the local 
population. 

Several bombings and attacks on government security facilities 
and army convoys have been attributed to armed groups that 
might have returned from neighbouring Afghanistan. These 
incidents add to the general instability in and around the 
Fergana valley - of which Garm is a part - which straddles 
several countries including Kyrgyzstan where a wave of inter-
ethnic violence in June displaced over 400,000 people. 
UN in Tajikistan: www.untj.org

Middle East: Refugees and IDPs by country 
The news service IRIN (an editorially independent humanitarian 
information project under OCHA) has compiled an overview of 
the levels of displacement in various countries in the Middle 
East. IRIN looks at the number of refugees, asylum-seekers 
and internally displaced persons (IDPs) using UN and other 
sources. 

Egypt 

Egypt is a state party to both the 1951 UN Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees and the 1969 Organization of African 
Unity (now known as the African Union) Convention Governing 
Specific Aspects of Refugee Problems in Africa. Egypt is both 
a refugee host country and a transit point for asylum-seekers. 
It hosts refugees from 38 countries. 

As of 30 August 2010, the registered population of concern to the 
UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) was 38,962, of whom 57 percent 
were Sudanese nationals, 17 percent Iraqi and 17 percent 
Somali. UNHCR conducts all refugee status determination 
(RSD) procedures, registration and documentation. 

Iraq 

Iraq is not a state party to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 

Iraqis are the second-largest refugee group in the world. As 
of August 2010, there were 207,639 UNHCR-documented Iraqi 
refugees living beyond their country’s borders. The estimated 
number of IDPs exceeds 1.55 million. Most Iraqi refugees (45 
percent of the total) are living in Syria; other large communities 
are in Jordan and Lebanon. 
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Syria 

Syria is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 
Around 427,000 Palestinian refugees are registered with 
UNRWA. They enjoy the same rights as Syrian citizens, barring 
citizenship rights. 

As of end July 2010, there were 151,907 Iraqi refugees 
registered with UNHCR in Syria, as well as 4,317 non-Iraqi 
refugees and 1,156 non-Iraqi asylum-seekers. 

The Syrian government estimated in 2007 that there were over 
430,000 IDPs in the country, including the descendants of those 
originally forced to flee from the Golan Heights during the 1967 
Six Day War, says the Norwegian Refugee Council’s Internal 
Displacement Monitoring Centre. The drought in north-eastern 
Syria in recent years has forced at least 1.25-1.5 million 
people to leave their villages. Most moved to Damascus and 
other cities like Aleppo and Daa’ra. 

Yemen 

Yemen is a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 
UNHCR describes the challenges Yemen faces as “unique”, 
given its location on a historical migration route between the 
Horn of Africa and the oil-rich Arabian Gulf. Mixed migration 
brings in both refugees fleeing persecution and economic 
migrants fleeing poverty, often via dangerous people-
smuggling networks. 

As of August 2010, 95 percent of the 236,443 registered refugees 
in Yemen were Somalis granted prima facie recognition by 
the Yemeni government. Iraqis, Ethiopians and Eritreans have 
also sought refuge in Yemen. There are 304,469 registered 
IDPs in Yemen. 
www.irinnews.org

A growing number of refugees are returning home for lack 
of employment and education opportunities in neighbouring 
host countries. In June 2010, UNHCR announced that 100,000 
Iraqis had been referred for resettlement to third countries. Of 
that number, just over half had been resettled. 

oPt and Israel

Israel is a state party to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 

The total number of displaced Palestinians worldwide is 7.1 
million, including 6.6 million refugees and 427,000 IDPs. Most 
displaced Palestinians live in the Middle East, mainly in the 
occupied Palestinian territory (oPt), Jordan, Lebanon and 
Syria. 

In 1949 the UN established the UN Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), which 
operates in oPt, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 

Meanwhile asylum-seekers and refugees, mainly from Sudan 
and Eritrea, have in recent years attempted to illegally cross 
the border from Egypt into Israel, risking their lives: between 
1 January and 31 March 2010, 12 people lost their lives 
attempting to cross into Israel. 

Jordan 

Jordan is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 
Around 1.9 million Palestinians are registered with UNRWA. 
Unlike any other host country, Jordan granted all Palestinian 
refugees full citizenship rights, except for the 120,000 
Palestinians who originally came from the Gaza Strip. 

As of end of July 2010, there were 32,599 persons of concern 
registered with UNHCR, 90 percent (30,700) of whom are 
Iraqis, along with 1,899 refugees and asylum-seekers from 
other countries, mainly Sudan and Somalia. 

Lebanon 

Lebanon is not a signatory to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention. 
Around 425,000 Palestinian refugees are registered with 
UNRWA, while around 3,000 are not registered and have no 
identity documents. About 53 percent of registered refugees 
live in 12 official refugee camps across the country, while the 
rest live in cities, towns and informal refugee camps. 

According to UNHCR, a total of 7,878 Iraqis were registered 
with UNHCR, in addition to 1,936 refugees and asylum-seekers 
of other nationalities, at the end of August 2010. 


