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745,000 arrivals since 

August 2017 

911,000 current 

estimate Rohingya 

population in Cox’s Bazar 

857 tons of firewood 

removed per day 

7,720 hectares of 

damaged forest area 

Who are we? 

Promote sustainable and affordable energy 

Increase access to alternative cooking fuel through 

green and clean energy for refugees and host community 

Maintain and restore the natural resources base  

Reduce environmental impacts of the refugee crisis 

Liquid Petroleum Gas 

LPG sets 

distributed 

(1st time)  
109,139 

Camp Greening  

Covered 121  HA
 

Seedlings 

planted 
1,4 million 

5 to 7 million seedlings will 

be planted (grass, saplings, 

vetiver etc.), about a third of 

entire requirements to green 

the camps 

Wildlife Protection  

Elephant Response 

Teams (ERT) created 
5

95 Elephant watchtowers 

erected 

ERTs will continue to be mobilised  

Trainings & awareness sessions 

will be conducted for over 200,000 

people in affected communities 

108,470 new households 

will receive the LPG in camps 

and host communities 

Refills will continue to take 

place for each household 

Lighting 

6,183  

8,000 additional street-

lights will be installed  

Solar street 

lights installed 

Plans Forward  

The Energy and Environment Technical Working Group 

(EETWG) provides a platform for the identification of 

environmental priorities and solutions in Cox’s Bazar. Supported 

by the Bangladeshi government, UN agencies, international and 

local NGOs, the EETWG acts as a think tank, provides technical 

advice to partners, ensures cross-cutting linkage between 

sectors and advocates for resource mobilisation. 

Crisis Overview 

Our Objectives 

Achievements 

145,000 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Important Notices 

• EETWG is working with RRRC on laying out the Camp Greening 

Strategy for 2019, providing maximum coverage, planning and 

technical support. Please contact EETWG coordinator for 

proposal submissions by mid-March 2019. 

• The Nursery Information Center (NIC) is available for partners 

interested in engaging in greening activities in and out the 

camps. Contact: Md.Arif@fao.org  

• EETWG is working with the Shelter Sector on creating minimum 

requirements for household lighting. 

• For updates on LPGs and household lighting coverage, refer to 

the Shelter Dashboard, updated every two weeks. 

• For updates on solar street lights, please refer to Solar Street 

Light Tracker. 

Households 

lights distributed 

All figures are cumulated as of 28 February 2019 

182,854 LPG refills 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/bangladesh/shelternfi-4w-dashboard
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZGMxNjIzMDItMjIyOC00YmQxLWI5ODItZmJmZDJmOGZjMDI4IiwidCI6IjE1ODgyNjJkLTIzZmItNDNiNC1iZDZlLWJjZTQ5YzhlNjE4NiIsImMiOjh9


Donors Highlights 
 

• 100,000 stoves were donated by JTS & KOICA to 
support the SAFE Plus Programme  

• In 2019, the Asian Development Bank will provide 
6,000 solar street lights, the World Bank 1,500 and 
the Indian Government 500  

The following partners are involved in activities under the 

EETWG umbrella: ACTED, Action Aid, AR, BAT, BDRCS, BRAC, 

Caritas, CNRS, DCA, FAO, IFRC, IOM, IUCN, MSF, Oxfam, PUI, 

Tearfund CCBD, UNHCR, Samaritan’s Purse, among others. 

Implementing Partners 

Mohamad, a 30-year

-old Bangladeshi, 

was born and raised 

in Cox’s Bazar. When the influx 

happened, he decided to switch 

from his job as hotel manager to 

go serve the refugee community. 

“I think it is our duty to help 

refugees” declares Mohamad. He 

now helps with the distribution of LPG cooking sets under 

the SAFE Plus programme, a UN joint-project to address 

cooking fuel needs, environmental degradation and food 

security for Rohingya refugees and host communities. 

Comparing his two jobs, Mohamad tells us: “I find more 

purpose in my job. I enjoy the emotional reward of helping 

people”.  

“I find more purpose 

in my job” 

Spotlight on  support to Host Communities 

• LPG generates 30 times more permanent employees than other 

fuels, a solution benefiting host communities in the long run 

• 2,800 first distributions of LPGs took place in host communities 

with thousands on the way in 2019 

• 84 streetlights have been installed in host communities previously 

lacking any lighting infrastructure 

• 48 members of the host community are working for the Elephant 

Response Teams and 80 are working in community nurseries 

• UNHCR, in collaboration with BRAC has engaged 105 individuals in 

community nurseries 

• 450 host community households were provided with seedlings 

from nurseries meeting their own nutrition needs 

N  E  W  S  L  E  T  T  E  R  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 9  E N E R G Y  &  E N V I R O N M E N T  T E C H N I C A L  W O R K I N G  G R O U P  

Stream Restoration Project 

Aiming better watershed management, 

UNHCR in collaboration with CNRS has 

started the environmental restoration of the 

Madhur Chhara hill stream that passes 

through refugee camps. The project will bring 

significant environmental improvements, such 

as enhance the carrying capacity of streams, 

reduce water pollution, contribute to food 

security and livelihood, recharge aquifer 

layer, reduce disaster risks and 

increase availability of 

biodiversity.  

Contacts: 

Todd Wofchuck, Energy and Environment Technical Group Coordinator. Email: eetwgcoord.cxb@gmail.com 

Philippine d’Alverny, OIM and Reporting Officer. Email: philippine.dalverny@wfp.org 

Focus on Nurseries 

Showakara, a Rohingya 

mother of two, is happy 

to be receiving the LPG. 

“Before, I used to 

collect firewood by myself in the 

forest. It was dangerous and 

heavy to carry. I had to go further 

and further to find wood. Now 

that I have the LPG, I don’t have 

to go on dangerous trips in the 

forest anymore”. 

“I don’t have to 

go on dangerous 

trips in the forest 

anymore”  

Voices from the Communities 
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FAO is working closely with MODMR and Bangladesh 

Forest Department on greening the camps and restoring 

forest lands. FAO supports 44 private nurseries in Cox’s 

Bazar district growing grass and native species for 

Partners. 0.79 million seedlings are currently available 

and 2.9 million are projected for 2019. 100 refugees 

were hired as inter-croppers by UNHCR/BRAC and 

provided with equipment to meet their own nutrition 

needs. All relevant actors interested in working in this 

sector can coordinate with private owners through FAO or 

the Nursery Information Center. 


