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. 315/315-1 Hot Topics  December 2009 
Good Friends” aims to help the North Korean people from a humanistic point of 

ew and publishes “North Korea Today” describing the way the North Korean 

ople live as accurately as possible. We at Good Friends also hope to be a bridge 
tween the North Korean people and the world.] 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ot Topics No. 315]  

ew Currency Prices Announced on December 9 

arket Prices Still Unstable Despite the Release of Government Set Prices 

oalminer’s Salary is 8,000won in New Currency 

ng Sung-taek Pays a Visit to Hoeryung on December 8 

ot Topics No. 315-1]  

inistry of Public Health Held an Open Meeting of All-members to Prepare 

eventive Measures of H1N1 

edical Workers, Take Responsibility and Provide Medical Examinations to People 

ng Tong Pyun and Domestically Produced Aspirins Prohibited 
o H1N1 Cases Reported in Hongwon County 
inistry of Public Health Performs Health Checkups on Elementary School Students Twice a Week 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

ot Topicsot Topicsot Topicsot Topics    No. 3No. 3No. 3No. 311115555] ] ] ]     

ew Currency Prices Announced on December 9ew Currency Prices Announced on December 9ew Currency Prices Announced on December 9ew Currency Prices Announced on December 9    
n December 9, new currency prices of goods set by the government were released 
tionwide. The government-set price of rice is 23 won per kg, corn 8 won, corn rice 12 won, 
rn noodle 10 won, wheat flour 22 won, tofu bean 9-13 won, bean oil 50 won, pork 45 

on, radish 5 won, soy meat 15 won, peanut on string 10 won, and chemical seasoning 45 
on per pack respectively.  

http://www.goodfriends.or.kr/
mailto:intnetwork@jungto.org


 

<Table> Prices in 4 cities on November 28 and the new government set prices  

City Rice Corn Wheat Flour Pork 

Pyongyang 1,700 650 1,500 5,500 

Hamheung 1,850 750 1,800 5,300 

Chungjin 2,000 850 1,900 5,200 

Sariwon 1,700 600 1,550 5,800 

New Currency 
Price 

23 8 22 45 

(Unit: NK Won/kg)  
 

Market Prices Still Unstable Despite the Release of Government Set PricesMarket Prices Still Unstable Despite the Release of Government Set PricesMarket Prices Still Unstable Despite the Release of Government Set PricesMarket Prices Still Unstable Despite the Release of Government Set Prices    
A quick survey of current market prices in the major cities shows that there aren’t many 
items that are traded at the government set price. Most of the items are traded at prices 
that are higher than the government set prices. In the afternoon of December 11, rice was 
traded at 50 won per kg, corn 18 won, and corn noodle 20 won respectively in Chungjin city 
market in North Hamgyong Province, and they are all twice as much higher than the 
government set prices. However, only pork was traded at 45 won, which is the government 
set price. Until recently, pigs were reared in the farm by feeding the leftover grains that 
comes out of brewing. However, many farmhouses gave up pig farming because the grain 
price went up and wines are not selling very well. Many farmhouses are selling even the 
piglets to meat traders. As such, pork price is not rising, so it is traded at government set 
price. 
 

Coalminer’s SalarCoalminer’s SalarCoalminer’s SalarCoalminer’s Salary is 8,000y is 8,000y is 8,000y is 8,000    won in New Currencywon in New Currencywon in New Currencywon in New Currency    
The coalminer’s salary was raised from the current 6,000 won to 8,000 won after currency 
exchange. The miners in the mine areas of North Hamgyong Province are pleased about it 
as they feel that they don’t have to work extra jobs to feed the family if they get paid 8,000 
won a month with the new currency.  Previously, they couldn’t even buy 3kg of rice with the 
salary of 6,000 won.  The salary indeed had not much purchasing power. Since the miners 
could not make living with the salary they obtained food by excavating coals and sell them 
at the market, or they carried a bucket of coals on their way home from work and try to 
make ends meet that way. However, the new salary of 8,000 won in new currency is 
equivalent of 800,000 won in old currency and that gives expectations for a better life. 
 

Jang SungJang SungJang SungJang Sung----taek Pays a taek Pays a taek Pays a taek Pays a VVVVisit to Hoeryung on December 8isit to Hoeryung on December 8isit to Hoeryung on December 8isit to Hoeryung on December 8    
Jang Sung-taek, Director of the Ministry of Administration of the Party visited Hoeryung city, 
North Hamgyong Province. The purposes of his visit were to survey and direct the municipal 
affairs for improvement of people’s livelihood in connection with currency exchange.  
Meanwhile, with a special consideration of Kim Jong-il, chairman of DPRK National Defense 
Commission Hoeryung city will receive special gifts including an Arirang TV set. Hoeryung 



 

city called for an all city party member meeting and discussed how to allocate the special 
gifts. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

[Hot Topics[Hot Topics[Hot Topics[Hot Topics    No. 31No. 31No. 31No. 315555----1111] ] ] ]     

Ministry of Public Health Held an Open Meeting of AllMinistry of Public Health Held an Open Meeting of AllMinistry of Public Health Held an Open Meeting of AllMinistry of Public Health Held an Open Meeting of All----members to Prepare members to Prepare members to Prepare members to Prepare 

Preventive Measures of H1N1Preventive Measures of H1N1Preventive Measures of H1N1Preventive Measures of H1N1    
On December 7, the Ministry of Public Health held an open meeting of all members at city 
and county Parties to establish preventive measure of H1N1.  Attendees to the open meeting for all 
members included  government officials from public health department, officials of people’s hospitals, heads 
of the clinics the farmland, and the principles and the vice principles of schools representing all officials from 
public health and education areas. The meeting was for an open and comprehensive examination of 
countermeasures against H1N1.  In light of the fact that only a small number of authorized personnel 
attended and discussed the countermeasures against H1N1 in closed door meetings previously, this open 
meeting is exceptional.  A government official indicated two reasons for this. The first is that the government 
had no choice but to announce the seriousness of current situation to the people because H1N1 has been 
spreading very rapid since November 2009.  Preventive measures in terms of short term prescription are 
meaningless without cooperation from the people. The second reason cited was that the news of the 
dispersion of H1N1 in North Korea has been reported outside North Korea already.  After the news was 
broadcasted in South Korea, Foreign Service Employees residing overseas began to inquire about their 
family, which resulted in commotion in North Korea. Since the news has been widely spread out, the 
government might have decided to make it public.            
 

Medical Workers, Take Responsibility and Provide Medical Examinations to PeopleMedical Workers, Take Responsibility and Provide Medical Examinations to PeopleMedical Workers, Take Responsibility and Provide Medical Examinations to PeopleMedical Workers, Take Responsibility and Provide Medical Examinations to People    
At an all members meeting, officials from education and public health department of city and county raised 
a big concern that if H1N1 were spread out in times of serious chronic malnutrition caused by great famine, 
an infectious disease and starvation could sweep the whole country, causing societal chaos." It was ordered 
in the meeting that as a countermeasure against H1N1, "In this situation, all (medical workers) have to stand 
up in unity, and take responsibility for the health of the people, and provide thorough medical examinations 
to the people." In addition, because H1N1 shows the same symptom as a cold in the early stage, they 
ordered not to use cold medicine without exact diagnosis. They have also decided to instruct the residents 
not to take medicine at random when they have cold symptoms.          
 

Jung Tong PyunJung Tong PyunJung Tong PyunJung Tong Pyun    and Domestically Produced Aspirins Prohibitedand Domestically Produced Aspirins Prohibitedand Domestically Produced Aspirins Prohibitedand Domestically Produced Aspirins Prohibited    
The Ministry of Public Health issued a nationwide order prohibiting the use of North Korean aspirin and 
Chinese Jung Tong Pyun (Chinese made pain reliever and fever reducer). In South Pyongan Province, a series 
of incidents involving death of H1N1 patients treated with North Korean aspirin and Chinese Jung Tong Pyun 
was reported. H1N1 patients misdiagnosed as common cold were prescribed cold medicine and children 
could not be saved when high fever became more serious. However, children who didn't take cold medicine 
were re-examined and diagnosed as H1N1 and subsequently attempts were made to treat them with other 
medicine. Even though an immediate treatment could not be given to H1N1, the children could be spared of 
medical mishaps caused by medicine misuse.   
 



 

Two Two Two Two H1N1 Cases Reported in H1N1 Cases Reported in H1N1 Cases Reported in H1N1 Cases Reported in HongwonHongwonHongwonHongwon    CountyCountyCountyCounty    
On December 8, 2009, the public health authority of Hongwon county, South Hamgyong Province, 
announced that two patients were confirmed as H1N1 cases. On the same day, Myungcheon county 
reported one H1N1 case to the North Hamgyong Provincial Party. At 5:30 pm on that day in North 
Hamgyong Province, there was an emergency meeting held at the headquarter of the Province Emergency 
Epidemic Prevention Center. The province government issued an order which requires students not to stay 
in groups of more than two or three during the winter break and to reinforce inspection of passing of 
travelers from other provinces. Also the government ordered to prohibit family members who have 
symptoms of a cold from going out. The city and county emergency epidemic prevention headquarters 
ordered to devise virus preventive measures that will detect whether people are infected or not.        
 

Ministry of Public Health Performs Health Checkups Ministry of Public Health Performs Health Checkups Ministry of Public Health Performs Health Checkups Ministry of Public Health Performs Health Checkups onononon    Elementary School Students Twice a WeekElementary School Students Twice a WeekElementary School Students Twice a WeekElementary School Students Twice a Week    
The Public Health Department of North Hamgyong Province is performing H1N1 related 
medical examinations on elementary school students twice a week. While schools 
throughout the country started winter break due to the dispersion of H1N1, elementary 
schools at Giljoo county and Onsung county began the winter break as well. Although 
winter breaks are in session, students at these school have to live in the dormitory because 
they have no parent. The living condition of the dormitory so bad a lot of children are 
suffering from malnutrition and they are at high risk of being exposed to H1N1 due to their 
weak immune system. As such, hygiene control workers from the Ministry of Public Health 
are paying visits to elementary schools and give medical examinations more than twice a 
week.   
 
Despite the support from the County Party and District Administration Offices, students of 
those schools are still suffering from hunger and cold weather. Elementary school teachers 
say, "The biggest concern at this point is not the disease, but the food that can fill up their 
stomach and winter clothes that can block cold weather." Because the nation's economic 
situation is bad support to elementary schools has been diminished. Even during cold winter, 
elementary school students between the first and fourth grades have to wear clothes given 
by Neighborhood Unit, although the sizes do not fit properly. Most of undergarments are 
worn out in the areas of elbow and knee. Due to the bad economic condition, the County 
Party which has been providing support to elementary schools is just encouraging teachers 
to overcome the difficulties by themselves. During the winter break, teachers cannot teach 
follow-up classes because of great shortage of notebooks and pencils, let alone textbooks. 
When this situation was reported to the Province Party, the Education Department of North 
Hamgyong Province Party ordered county and city teachers to support elementary school 
students. As a result, each teacher has to submit 10 notebooks, two sharp pencils, and 10 
pencils. These school supplies are going to be collected before December 15 and sent to the 
Province Education Department. However, food shortage problem still remains. A teacher 
says, "Now elementary school students are getting a small amount of food that will keep 
them from being starved to death." Elementary school teachers repeatedly stressed that 
even though they need medicine for H1N1, food is more urgent to elementary school 
students.          



 

    

    

    
 

 
 
 

Please become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good FriendsPlease become a good friend of the Good Friends    
    

GoGoGoGood Friendsod Friendsod Friendsod Friends----    An International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RefugeesAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RefugeesAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and RefugeesAn International NGO for Peace, Human Rights and Refugees    
 
Good Friends provides relief works for international refugees to become all lives’ friends, 
peace movement to fundamentally resolve disputes and conflicts that human beings face, 
and human rights movement to protect human rights.  
 
Good Friends has been providing information on food shortages in North Korea, raising 
funds for humanitarian assistance, dispatching activists to national border areas between 
China and DPRK and having them investigate local situations, and publishing reports on 
food shortages in North Korea. 
 
Currently, Good Friends is making efforts to improve humanitarian and human rights 
situation of North Korean people and to inform this situation to the international community 
by: 
 
1) Collecting information on food shortages, public health conditions, education, the basic 
necessities situations and inform humanitarian organizations so that they can support North 
Korean people effectively. 
2) Reporting the current human rights situation in North Korea where rights duly protected 
by law are being violated; assessing incidents of human rights violations in the process of 
arrest, punishment, and imprisonment and informing international communities; and 
requesting that the North Korean Government act to improve human rights.  
3) Investigating the current situations of North Korean refugees in China, and providing 
protections and aid for them and their children in particular.  
 
For these purposes, Good Friends USA publishes the weekly newsletter North Korea Today 
(English edition) to inform the international public. 
 
You can make a difference by donating to Good Friends USA, Inc. Contributions to the 
Good Friends USA, Inc. (a tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code) are tax deductible. 
 
Individuals wishing to make a financial donation to Good Friends USA may send a check to 
the following address. For more information, please contact us. 



 

 
Good Friends USA 
(DC) 734 15th Street N.W. Suite # 500B, Washington, DC 20005 
(MD) 4605 Powder Mill Rd., Beltsville, MD 20705 
Phone: 202-824-0788(DC); 301-455-9196(Cell) 
FAX:     301-937-0748 
E-mail: goodfriends_usa@yahoo.com  
http://www.goodfriendsusa.blogspot.com  
 
Good Friends Korea Headquarter 
E-mail: goodfriends@jungto.org  
Tel: 82-2-587-8992; Fax: 82-2-587-8998 
http://www.goodfriends.or.kr  

mailto:goodfriends_usa@yahoo.com
http://www.goodfriendsusa.blogspot.com/
mailto:goodfriends@jungto.org
http://www.goodfriends.or.kr/

