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Security 
 
After a period in which international forces were the primary targets of terrorist attacks, 
there would now appear to be a pattern in which violence, or the threat of violence, is 
being used to intimidate those who are deemed to be cooperating with the state-building 
process or with international forces. It is largely Afghans who are being targeted and they 
include those working in the Afghan National Army (ANA), in the police, as security 
guards or as support staff for, for example, the aid community or international journalists. 
In addition, the population is being warned, through a resort to violence, not to pass 
information on to international forces. A further pattern is an evident willingness to draw 
on methods of violence which are especially brutal. 
 
Police and intelligence officials have been particularly targeted. The specific incidents 
include the following:  
 

• On 1st April, it was reported that seven policemen had been killed, and four 
injured, in an ambush near Spin Boldak the previous night.  

 
• On 2nd April, three policemen were killed when their checkpoint was attacked on 

the road linking Kandahar with Spin Boldak.  
 

• On 9th April, a policeman was killed when a police vehicle was opened fire on in 
Kandahar, sparking a gun battle in which one of the attackers was also killed. 

 
• On 14th April, at least eight people were killed and more than ten were injured 

when a suicide bomber blew himself up, on being stopped, as he attempted to 
enter a police station in the eastern province of Khost. Most, if not all, of the 
casualties were policemen. 

 
• On 16th April, ten policemen were killed and at least ten were injured when a 

suicide bomber ran up to a group of police, exercising at a training ground in the 
northern city of Kunduz, and detonated his explosives. 

 
• On 22nd April, four security officials were killed when their car was hit in a 

roadside bomb explosion in the eastern province of Laghman. 
 

• On 23rd April, six other intelligence officials, based in Nangarhar, were also killed 
in Laghman, by another roadside bomb. A further four were wounded. 

 
• On the same day, two police officers were killed by a roadside bomb in the 

southern province of Zabul. Five others were injured. 
 

• Also on the same day, the decapitated body of an intelligence official was found 
in the southern province of Ghazni. He had been picked up from his home the 
previous evening to attend a dinner. 
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• On 24th April, three policemen were killed and another four were wounded when 
their vehicle was ambushed in the western province of Herat. The police had been 
guarding a hydro-electric dam under construction. 

 
• On 25th April, four policemen were killed when their convoy was attacked in the 

southern province of Uruzgan. 
 

• On 27th April, a policeman responsible for criminal investigations was 
assassinated as he was driving in the eastern province of Khost. A relative in the 
car was also killed, while the driver was wounded.  

 
The specific attacks on the ANA include the following:  

• On 1st April, seven people, three of them children, were killed when a suicide 
bomber rammed a vehicle into an ANA convoy in Mehterlam, the provincial 
capital of Laghman Province, to the east of Kabul. Two of those killed were 
soldiers. A further six civilians and soldiers were wounded. The convoy was 
returning from a district where it had been helping flood victims. 

 
• On 9th April, two soldiers were killed and four were seriously injured when an 

ANA convoy was attacked near Qalat, in the southern province of Zabul, when 
travelling on the Kabul to Kandahar highway. 

 
• On 10th April, four soldiers were killed and 19 were injured when another ANA 

convoy was ambushed in the same province, as they returned to their base. 
 

• On 25th April, seven soldiers from the ANA were killed when a remote-controlled 
bomb exploded under their convoy in Waza Khaw District, in the south-eastern 
province of Paktika.  

 
Security guards have been targeted through the following attacks: 
 

• On 15th April, four Afghan employees of a US security firm, USPI, were killed in 
Spin Boldak, when a suicide bomber on a motor cycle blew himself up as their 
convoy was passing.  

 
• On 17th April, five UN employees were killed when their vehicle was hit by a 

roadside bomb in the southern province of Kandahar. One of them was an Afghan 
national. The other four were Nepalese, employed as security guards. 

 
• On 25th April, three guards employed by a road construction company were killed 

in a six hour battle which followed an attack on a construction site in Ghazni 
Province, near the Kabul to Kandahar highway. 

 
Security guards were also involved in an incident, on 7th April, in which seven people 
were killed and four wounded. A convoy of de-miners and guards attached to a US-based 
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de-mining company, Ronco Consulting Corp., was ambushed as it travelled through a 
populated area, in the western province of Farah, on the Kandahar to Herat highway. 
Three of the casualties, all of whom were Afghan, were women caught in the crossfire. 
 
Kidnapping is becoming more frequent as a political weapon. On 3rd April, five staff of a 
French non-governmental organisation, Terre d’Enfance, were kidnapped in Khash Rud 
District, in the south-western province of Nimroz, when travelling north to Farah 
Province. Three of the staff are Afghan nationals and two are French. In a statement 
posted on a website, on 20th April, the Taliban, who had already claimed to have taken 
the five, called on France to withdraw its 1,100 troops from Afghanistan and on the 
Afghan Government to release specific Taliban prisoners. They threatened that the aid 
workers would be killed if their demands were not met within a week. 
  
As the deadline approached, the French presidential candidate, Nicolas Sarkozy, stated, 
on 26th April, that the “long-term presence of French troops in Afghanistan did “not look 
definitive to him”, adding that, if he was elected, he would consider pulling French troops 
out of Afghanistan. The French Foreign Minister, Philippe Douste-Blazy, spoke in a 
similar vein when he commented, on 27th April, that France had no intention of playing a 
long-term military role in Afghanistan, stating: “We have no vocation to stay, occupying 
a country in the long-term. Moreover, it is against France’s values of respecting 
sovereignty, national independence and territorial integrity”. He noted that France had 
already withdrawn 200 special forces troops before the hostage crisis. On 28th April, the 
Taliban released one of the French aid workers, stating: “We have given her a letter to 
carry to the French Government. And we have issued a seven-day ultimatum because of 
the French election [on May 6]. We will decide what to do after the election. We want to 
see the stance of the French Government.” 
 
The Taliban continue to hold a five person Afghan Government medical team taken in 
Kandahar on 27th March and are demanding the release, from prison, of Taliban prisoners 
in return. On 9th April, the Taliban warned that they would kill one of the team unless the 
Government opened talks with them. As a result of the abduction, the 50,000 residents of 
the Zhare Dasht camp for internally displaced people, to the west of Kandahar, are no 
longer receiving medical care. 
 
President Karzai has ruled out the possibility of any future exchange of kidnap victims 
for prisoners, stating that the release of prisoners in exchange for an Italian journalist in 
March was undertaken in response to an “extraordinary” situation, in which the Italian 
Government was at risk of collapse over the kidnapping. The Taliban announced, on 8th 
April, that they had killed the second of two Afghan facilitators who were working with 
the journalist. He had had his throat slit. The first was beheaded in early March.  

If these killings were intended to discourage Afghans from working with international 
journalists, the hanging of three men, accused of being spies, from trees in Musa Qala, in 
the southern province of Helmand, on 1st April was clearly aimed to provide an 
unequivocal warning to the population that they should not cooperate with the 
international military. This followed the death, in an air strike, of a Taliban commander. 
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The Taliban claimed that the accused men had reported the commander’s location to the 
British forces attached to the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in the 
province. 
 
Teachers and pupils continue to be targeted as part of the ongoing effort to discourage 
attendance at schools operated by the Afghan Government. The specific incidents include 
the following:  
 

• On 15th April, a head teacher was killed in the Gorboz District of Khost.  
 

• On 17th April, the principal of a girls’ school in the same province was shot dead 
as he headed to the mosque for his morning prayers.  

 
• On the same day, two students were killed and four were wounded in an 

explosion in a school compound in the western city of Herat.  
 
It is not clear whether a suicide attack in Kabul, on 6th April, was aimed at a specific 
target or whether it was intended to demonstrate the capacity of those engaged in the 
insurgency to undertake such attacks in the capital. Five civilians and a police officer 
were killed, and at least four people were injured, when the suicide bomber, in a taxi, 
detonated his explosives as police, suspicious of the vehicle, tried to stop it and open the 
door. The incident took place near the parliament building. 
 
It is also not clear what the purpose was of two major attacks in Khost on 22nd April. In 
the first of these, seven people were killed, and many more were wounded, in a bomb 
explosion, in a mobile telephone shop, in a crowded produce market. An hour later, at 
least three more were killed when a suicide bomber detonated his explosives in a meat 
market, in the vicinity of the earlier explosion, when being chased by the police. Six more 
victims were reported, by the Director of Public Health, to have died subsequently in 
hospital. A further 40 were said to be injured, four of them critically. 
 
Notwithstanding the apparent move away from attacks on international forces, seven 
civilians were injured, on 11th April, when a suicide car bomber hit a NATO convoy to 
the west of Kandahar. 
 
Humanitarian developments 
 
Flash floods and, in some areas, avalanches, caused by torrential rains and snow melt 
between 31st March and 3rd April, were estimated by the Afghan Government’s 
Department for Disaster Preparedness (DPP) to have led to the deaths of more than 130 
people. The DPP estimated that, in addition, around 4,500 animals had been killed, 
10,000 houses had been damaged, 28,000 acres of farmlands had been destroyed and over 
100,000 saplings had been uprooted. The Ministry added that 68 bridges and 402 
kilometres of roads had been washed away, noting that parts of the Salang highway had 
to be closed to traffic. Transport links were also affected when an important bridge, in the 
south of Kabul Province, suffered serious damage. The UN estimated that up to 25,000 
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people had been affected by the flooding. It was stressed, however, that there was no 
reliable data on the exact numbers of dead and on the full extent of the damage. 
  
The worst affected provinces were Badakhshan, Kunar, Parwan, Badghis, Nangarhar, 
Laghman, Kabul, Faryab, Logar, Ghazni, Maidan Wardak, Nimroz, Herat, Khost, Ghor, 
Takhar, Nuristan and Kapisa.  
 
UN and other relief organisations have sought to deliver foodstuffs, blankets, medicines 
and tents but access has been impeded by damaged roads and insecurity. The 
Government and the UN nonetheless advised, on 9th April, that aid had been distributed 
to all flood and avalanche-affected provinces, with the exception of Daikundi and 
Nuristan, where severe logistical constraints were faced. WFP noted that sufficient food 
for one month had been distributed in 77 districts within 13 provinces, targeting up to 
75,000 potential victims. WFP also advised that one of their vehicles had been attacked in 
Zabul, while a truck carrying aid to flood victims in Nimruz Province had been plundered 
by gunmen in neighbouring Farah Province. 
 
An earthquake, measuring a magnitude of 6.2, hit the Faizabad area of Badakshan on 3rd 
April. Some houses were damaged but there were no reported casualties. 
 
The World Health Organisation reported on 29th March that the number of people being 
treated for tuberculosis in Afghanistan had increased from 9,500 in 2001 to 25,443 in 
2006, 16,538 of whom were women. It indicated that this could be the result of a 
dramatic improvement in the detection of cases.  
 
UNICEF announced on 25th April that nearly 7.3 million children had been vaccinated 
against polio in a nation-wide campaign held from 22nd-24th April.  
 
The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan advised, on 26th April, that, 
according to the preliminary findings of a survey conducted by Johns Hopkins University 
(JHU), infant mortality rates had declined from an estimated 165 per 1,000 live births in 
2001 to about 135 per 1,000 in 2006. The survey also found that the proportion of women 
receiving antenatal care increased from 5 percent in 2003 to 30 percent in 2006. The 
proportion of couples who were using a modern form of family planning was said to have 
increased from 5 percent to 15 percent in 3 years. Similarly, the proportion of pregnant 
women who had received attendance from a skilled health worker increased by 5 percent 
to nearly 19 percent. An assessment by the JHU of more than 600 health facilities each 
year since 2004 had indicated a 25% improvement in the overall quality of health 
services. 

Mohammad Amin Fatimi, the Minister of Public Health, commented: “The JHU 
evaluations give us some encouragement that the Government has achieved real 
successes, but there is a long way to go to provide access to basic health services for 
Afghans in far, remote, underserved and marginalized areas across the country”. A World 
Bank Public Health specialist stated: “The World Bank recognizes and appreciates the 
strong and consistent leadership provided by the Ministry of Public Health. Its systematic 
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collaboration with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to deliver health services has 
been a model of success.”  
 
Refugees 
 
UNHCR reported on 9th April that the total number of Afghan refugees who had been 
processed to receive assistance under the voluntary repatriation programme since 2002 
had reached 3,009,484. This is made up of more than 1.56 million in 2002, 343,074 in 
2003, 383,598 in 2004, 449,520 in 2005, 133,015 in 2006 and 135,182 to date in 2007. 
The number this year is relatively high because Afghans who did not register with the 
Pakistan Government, during the registration process conducted between October 2006 
and February 2007, were given until 15th April to return if they were to benefit from 
UNHCR’s assistance package. The Pakistan Government has also stated that Afghans 
without Proof of Registration documents will be treated as illegal immigrants and will, 
therefore, be subject to “the relevant national laws”. However, by the deadline, only 
205,977 had returned out the 400,000 who were estimated by the Afghan Embassy in 
Islamabad to have not registered.  
 
The figure of three million who have been processed by UNHCR to return needs to be set 
against the fact that considerable numbers of Afghans have entered Pakistan since 2002 
to look for work. It will be important to establish to what extent the 2.1 million Afghans 
who now possess Proof of Registration documents will be able to work and whether 
Afghans will, in the future, find it as easy to cross into Pakistan to work as they have 
done hitherto. If not, the consequences for the survival strategies of households across 
Afghanistan will be serious. 
 
Following a visit to Tehran in mid April, the Afghan Foreign Minister, Rangin Dadfar 
Spanta, noted that Iran had indicated its intention to return the estimated one million 
Afghans who are living illegally in the country. A further million have legal status, 
although, as with the registration process in Pakistan, this accords them no rights. He said 
that he had urged the Iranian Government to permit a gradual return of illegal migrants 
rather than have large numbers returning at the same time. However, the Afghan 
Government expressed its concern, on 29th April, that Iran had, in recent days, been 
deporting around 5,000 Afghans a day to Afghanistan, adding that 30,000 had been 
returned over the previous week. 
 
This development is consistent with a pattern which has been evident for, at least, the 
past ten years in which the Iranian Government would appear to permit an influx of 
Afghans to look for work when the Iranian economy is in need of additional labour and 
engages in deportations, often on a large scale, during periods of economic downturn. 
The recent deportations, may, therefore, be attributable to current problems in the 
economy. However, their occurrence at a time when Pakistan is also putting on pressure, 
is of concern. 
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Counter-insurgency 
 
NATO Foreign Ministers discussed the situation in Afghanistan when they met in Oslo 
from 26-27th April. Speaking before the meeting, NATO's assistant secretary-general for 
political affairs and security policy, Martin Erdmann, commented that the additional 
contributions of troops made since the Riga Summit of November 2006 had improved the 
situation. He added that the willingness of some member states to remove restrictions on 
the use of their troops had also helped. He noted that a key focus, at the present time, is 
on the training of Afghan security forces.  
 
The US military has recently reported on an increase in the allocation of US funding for 
the ANA and the Afghan National Police, from $2 billion over the 2002-2006 period to 
$3.4 billion during the current fiscal year. This may increase further to $5.9 billion next 
fiscal year if the latest budget proposals are approved. The current plans also envisage 
that, by late 2008, the ANA will have more than 100 helicopters and 2,000 to 3,000 
armoured Humvees, to protect soldiers from roadside bombs. 
 
The Afghan Defence Minister advised, on 12th April, that his ministry would have 200 
aircraft within three years, to include fighter jets, together with transportation and 
surveillance planes. At present, it has 40 aircraft. He added that the strength of the ANA 
was now 46,000 and anticipated that it would reach 70,000 by the end of the year. He 
noted that the process of recruitment was being accelerated. 
 
A major element in the operations of international forces over the past month has been an 
attempt to secure the area around the Kajaki Dam, in Helmand Province. To this end, 
ISAF and Afghan security forces undertook an offensive against the centre of Sangin, 
which the Taliban had captured, at the beginning of the month and have since been 
endeavouring to take the surrounding area. It is difficult to establish how definitively 
Sangin has been retaken, in the face of subsequent reports of continued fighting. 
Additional confusion has been created by reports that many of those who would be 
fighting with the Taliban in the area are otherwise occupied with the poppy harvest.  
 
However, the Taliban would appear to be attempting to capture additional district centres. 
An offensive, on 17th April, against police posts and a district government headquarters in 
Tagab district of Kapisa Province, 42 miles to the north-east of Kabul, may be seen, 
alongside the attack on the police training ground in Kunduz and the attacks on 
intelligence officials and ANA in Laghman, as demonstrating a capacity to operate in the 
vicinity of Kabul and also in the north.  
  
Other Taliban offensives include the following:  
 

• On 6th April, the BBC reported that the Taliban had seized local government 
offices in Khan Afghan District in the southern province of Zabul. 
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• It was reported on 18th April that the Taliban had captured a government 
headquarters in Qarabagh District of Ghazni, to the south-west of Kabul, the 
previous night. 

 
• The Giro District of Ghazni Province was reported, on April 27th, to have been 

taken by the Taliban on the previous day. The District Chief, the District Chief of 
Police and three others were said to have been killed. However, later on that day, 
it was announced that the Afghan army and police had re-taken the district, with 
some support from international forces. 

 
There continues to be considerable debate as to how best to deal with the insurgency. On 
6th April, President Karzai acknowledged that he had held talks with elements of the 
Taliban. He repeated previous offers that all Afghans, including the Taliban leader, were 
welcome for talks to end the fighting. He told a news conference: "We have had 
representatives from the Taliban meeting with the different bodies of the Afghan 
government for a long time. We have a lot of other Taliban coming to talk to us. I have 
had some Taliban speaking to me as well”.   
 
Such contacts are likely to be opposed by those who fear that a possible outcome of any 
negotiations with the Taliban would be an increase in the influence of Pakistan over the 
Afghan Government. Those opposed would include members of the former Northern 
Alliance, which has tended to look for support from India, Iran and Russia as a 
counterweight to any efforts by Pakistan to strengthen its position within Afghanistan. 
  
President Karzai has continued to accuse President Musharraf of not doing enough to 
curb support for the insurgency from within Pakistan and President Musharraf is 
continuing to defend his record. The Governor of Pakistan’s North-West Frontier 
Province, Ali Mohammad Jan Orakzai, claimed, on April 5th, that, because of measures 
taken by Pakistan, cross-border movements had “virtually stopped”. These measures 
were said to include the deployment of additional troops, the establishment of more 
check-posts, the initial introduction of some selective fencing and the imposition of night 
curfews to stem infiltration. President Musharraf announced on 13th April that work had 
started to fence eight or nine out of 23 crossing points along the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border.  
 
Among the criticisms levelled against President Musharraf is that he negotiated a deal in 
North Waziristan, in September 2005, under which tribal structures agreed to exercise 
control over radical Islamic elements from other parts of the Islamic world in their midst, 
many of whom volunteered to fight with the Taliban during late 90s, in return for a 
withdrawal to barracks of the Pakistan army. Two similar deals have been struck in South 
Waziristan and Bajaur. Mr Orakzai, who orchestrated the North Waziristan deal, noted, in 
this regard, that over 200 foreign fighters, mostly from Uzbekistan, had been killed over 
the previous month in clashes with tribal forces in South Waziristan which followed an 
attempt, by international volunteers, to kill a pro-government tribal elder. The Pakistan 
army and elements of the Taliban also lent their support, in response to concerns 
expressed by the Taliban that the volunteers were diluting their efforts in Afghanistan by 
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simultaneously attacking the Pakistan Government. It would appear that the volunteers 
have seen the Pakistan Government to be as important a target of their jihad as 
international forces and the Karzai Government in Afghanistan. The Taliban, in contrast, 
have sought to focus their efforts on Afghanistan. 
 
Turkey hosted talks between Presidents Musharraf and Karzai in Ankara on 29th and 30th 
April, in an effort to reduce the tensions between their two countries. Among the matters 
agreed at the end of the talks was the creation of a Joint Working Group, to monitor 
progress on key objectives and to coordinate confidence-building measures and 
mechanisms. 
 
US makes claims against Iran 
 
It is unclear why the US has begun to make very tentative suggestions that the Taliban 
may be receiving weapons from Iran. This is, in any case, very difficult to substantiate 
when there are strong indications that arms held in northern Afghanistan, some of which 
would have been supplied by Iran to the Northern Alliance when the Taliban were in 
power, are being sold, clandestinely, by various power holders to the Taliban.  
 
The representatives of the US have been very careful in their words. Thus, on 17th April, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Peter Pace, stated “It is not as clear in 
Afghanistan which Iranian entity is responsible but we have intercepted weapons in 
Afghanistan headed for the Taliban that were made in Iran. We do not know with the 
same clarity we know in Iraq who is delivering those weapons, who is involved. ” On 
18th April, the Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia, Richard Boucher, 
said: “Over, say, the last year or so there have been increasing concerns raised over Iran’s 
behaviour in Afghanistan, involvement that goes beyond the sort of cultural, commercial 
and educational and starts going into reports of involvement in political areas or reports 
of contacts and arms supply to the Taliban. These are things we are watching very 
carefully.” He added: “I don’t want to overstate it. We have seen these things that I’ve 
noted; the weapons General Pace talked about show up in Afghanistan.” The US Defence 
Secretary, Robert Gates, on a visit to Cairo, was more categorical when he said: “We 
don’t know at what level this has been approved by the Iranian Government or in the 
Iranian Government. We don’t know the magnitude of the assistance ..so we’ll watch it 
very closely.”  
 
An Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman issued a denial, on 19th April, of “claims by the 
US officials regarding finding Iranian-made weapons in Afghanistan.” 
 
Political developments 
 
Key members of the former Northern Alliance have joined forces with others, including 
Prince Mustafa Zahir (grandson of the former King), to form a political coalition known 
as the Jabha Milli or National Front (NF). This initiative, which was announced on 3rd 
April, is said to be arguing for changes in the Afghan constitution so that political parties 
can be elected to parliament, using a proportional representation system, rather than the 
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present single non-transferable vote system, under which only individuals can be elected. 
It is also calling for the appointment of a Prime Minister, to wield considerable power 
alongside a figurehead President, and for provincial governors to be elected, rather than 
be appointed by the President. Among the other objectives of the NF is said to be 
reconciliation with the Taliban and an end to corruption. 

The NF is led by former President, Burhanuddin Rabbani, who commented: "We are in 
favour of a parliamentary system under which both individuals and parties could be 
candidates for election." Others involved include the First Vice-President, Ahmad Zia 
Masoud, Second Vice-President, Karim Khalili, the Speaker of the Wolesi Jirga, Younus 
Qanouni, the Water and Energy Minister, Ismail Khan, the Army Chief of Staff, General 
Abdul Rashid Dostam, the former Defence Minister, Mohammed Qasim Fahim, and the 
MP for Kabul, Mohammed Muhaqeq, as well as two Generals from the former Soviet-
backed Government. It therefore represents an assembling of the major power holders 
from northern and central Afghanistan, along with the former King’s grandson to 
represent royalist elements, who are predominantly within the south of the country.  

President Karzai responded to the announcement by stating that the move to reduce his 
powers came from “some of the neighbouring countries’ embassies”. He commented: "I 
am vehemently against this and want continuity of the system and Afghanistan's nation, 
no doubt, wants this too." His spokesman later referred to Russia, Iran and India in this 
context. The formation of the NF may, therefore, be a response to fears that any 
expansion in the power base of the Taliban could result in an increase in the influence 
that Pakistan wields within the Afghan Government. It can thus be seen as a show of 
strength. 
 
Economic developments 

Afghanistan was officially accepted, on 3rd April, as the eighth member of the South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). The other members are India, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, the Maldives, Bangladesh.  
 
Following a visit to Iran in early April, the Afghan Foreign Minister, Rangin Dadfar 
Spanta, referred to a number of initiatives which Iran had taken, or planned to take, to 
invest in the Afghan economy. These included the construction of a gas pipeline from 
Khorasan Razavi Province to Herat and of a rail link from Sangan Khaf, where Iran has 
an iron ore processing facility, to Herat. It was noted that Iran had indicated its 
willingness to send a team of experts to investigate the possibility of extracting the 
estimated 1.2 billion tons of iron ore thought to exist in Herat. Iran is also to establish a 
private university in Herat, known as the Khajeh Abdullah Ansari University. 
 
It was announced on 11th April that the World Bank had approved a $25 million loan to 
Afghanistan to improve its irrigation systems.  
 
An initiative to establish a national optical fibre cable network was formally inaugurated 
by the First Vice-President of Afghanistan, Ahmad Zia Massoud, on 16th April. The 
3,131 km network will be constructed by a Chinese communications company, ZTE, and 
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will connect most Afghan provinces as well as linking with Pakistan, Iran, Uzbekistan 
and Turkmenistan. The network, which will have the potential to provide audio, video 
and data transfer services, will greatly strengthen telephone communications and further 
facilitate access to the Internet. Work on the project is scheduled to take 26 months. 
 
Speaking on April 16th, the Afghan Minister of Finance, Anwar ul-Haq Ahadi, estimated 
that the Afghan economy would grow by 11-12% this year. He added that tax receipts 
would grow by 30% to over $715 million. Ishaq Nadiri, senior economic adviser to 
President Karzai noted that annual per capita income was now about $380, as against 
$182 in 2001. 
 
It was announced on 21st April that the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund 
had deemed the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan eligible for assistance under the 
enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative, subject to certain conditions 
being met. The World Bank and IMF launched the HIPC Initiative in 1996 “to create a 
framework in which all creditors, including multilateral creditors, can provide debt relief 
to the world's poorest and most heavily indebted countries, and thereby reduce the 
constraints on economic growth and poverty reduction imposed by the debt-service 
burdens in these countries”. 
 
It was reported on 26th April that truckers transporting goods between Peshawar and 
Kabul were threatening to go on strike in protest over claims that road taxes and toll fees 
in Afghanistan had increased by more than eleven times over the previous year. They 
also complained of extortion by Afghan security forces at various points along the 
highway. One trucker commented that taxes and bribes were totalling more than $6,500 
in a year.  
 
Human rights 
 
On 14th April, Afghanistan's Independent Human Rights Commission issued a report in 
which it stated that US marines had violated international humanitarian law by using 
excessive violence in reaction to a suicide bomb attack on their convoy on 4th March in 
Nangarhar Province. 
 
The popular anger which followed that incident was again in evidence on 29th April. 
Hundreds of protestors chanted anti-US slogans after an adult woman and a teenage girl 
were killed in crossfire during a raid by US and Afghan forces on the compound of a 
suspect in the Bati Kot District of Nangarhar. Another teenage girl and a young child 
were injured.  
 
The Canadian Government has come under some pressure following reports in the 
Canadian media, on 24th April, that prisoners handed over to the Afghan authorities by 
Canadian soldiers in Afghanistan faced possible torture by Afghanistan’s National 
Directorate of Security (NDS). The head of the NDS subsequently rejected these 
allegations. NATO’s Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer commented: "I do not 
think personally there is any reason to suspend the transfer of detainees on the basis of 
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the allegations that we have seen.” He added that the Afghan Government had agreed to 
an inquiry into the reports of mistreatment.  
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