
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 23rd, 2018, Kabul, Afghanistan 
 
On July 23rd, 2018, partners of the EU Humanitarian Aid (ECHO) funded Emergency Response 
Mechanism (ERM) launched a regional response to meet the immediate needs of over 8,000 drought 
displaced households in need of urgent humanitarian assistance. The response is expected to reach up 
to 10,000 unassisted drought displaced households before the end of July.  
 
The livelihoods of millions of Afghans are currently being decimated due to drought, which is now 
affecting numerous provinces and regions across the country, and leading to the displacement of 
thousands of households that can no longer sustain themselves in their areas of origin, having had a 
failed harvest, lost livestock, and lacking water and livelihood opportunities. Particularly hard hit are the 
provinces of Ghor and Badghis, who have generated displacement of over 9,000 households into Herat 
City, and approx. 1,000 households in Qala e Now, Badghis. The vast majority of these households 
remain unassisted, lacking access to safe drinking water, shelter or adequate sanitation facilities and 
food, and as a result, sinking into increased vulnerability; sinking into increasing levels of vulnerability 
and employing negative coping mechanisms such as skipping meals and using money lenders to feed 
their families.  
 
Recognising that further delays in response could not be tolerated due to the deteriorating condition of 
displaced families, the ERM partners in Herat and Badghis launched a rapid needs assessment to 
galvanize an immediate response -allowing families to meet their food needs for the next month, and to 
mitigate against worsening health status with the provision of water and sanitation response. Assistance 
will also support over 600 households in accessing emergency WASH. This initial provision of assistance 
will allow other humanitarian agencies and coordination bodies to plan and execute further assistance 
to households, as ERM partners hope to return to their primary mandate of response to sudden onset 
crisis.  
 
However, alongside the provision of immediate assistance to IDPs, a holistic response to the drought is 
required that equally addresses the immediate and long term needs of drought affected communities 
and households in their areas of origin. Without urgent attention to longer term planning and resource 
mobilization for what is likely to be a protracted crisis, a critical window for stabilization and early 
recovery will likely be missed, and may cause a further drift into already overburdened urban centres 
and provincial capitals 
 
ECHO ERM partners stand behind their mandate to provide immediate lifesaving assistance to crisis 
affected households, and appeals to all humanitarian and development stakeholders to work strongly 
and effectively together to unify in response to addressing Afghanistan’s drought.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


