
 

Facts & Figures 
 
4.1million individuals in 
South Sudan are expected 
to be food insecure (OCHA, 
June 2013) 

Up to 4.5 million people 
may require humanitarian 
assistance in South Sudan 
in 2013 (OCHA, 2013) 

Number of Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs) 
expected in 2013: 125 
000 (OCHA June 2013) 

Number of refugees 
seeking haven in South 
Sudan: 224 838 (UNHCR 
June 2013) 

 
Humanitarian Assistance 
from the European 
Commission/ECHO – 
nearly €160 million in 
2012/2013 

Other facts 

Population  
Officially: 8.26 million 

(Projected: 10.4 million) 

 

Child mortality  

105 / 1 000 
 

Access to clean water 
30% 

>5 Global Acute 
Malnutrition: 18.1% 

 

* Sources: National Bureau of 

Statistics of South Sudan; OCHA; 
ECHO reports 2012 
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Tel.: (+32 2) 295 44 00 

 Fax: (+32 2) 295 45 72  

email:  
echo-info@ec.europa.eu 

Website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/echo 

 

Humanitarian situation and needs 
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Key messages 

 Nearly 200 000 refugees from Sudan are in South Sudan and in need of 

humanitarian assistance. The refugees fled the conflict in the Sudanese 

states of South Kordofan and Blue Nile; currently, over 117 000 are in 

Upper Nile state and nearly 74 000 are in Unity state.  

 Hepatitis E outbreak continued to be reported in all refugee camps of 

Upper Nile and Unity States, affecting more than 11 000 people and 

causing more than 200 deaths. 

 Inter-communal violence, natural disasters and fighting between the 

government and non-state actors continue to create huge humanitarian 

needs and displace thousands of people. In Pibor County, Jonglei State, 

148 000 people have been affected by the ongoing conflict, and most of 

them have fled to swampy grounds, with no access to humanitarian aid 

and basic services.  

 More than 70 000 Southerners are expected to return from the North 

(Sudan) in 2013 and will need to be integrated in the areas of return, 

whereas development initiatives are yet to fully materialize.  

 The working environment for aid organisations is increasingly difficult and 

humanitarian access has clearly deteriorated since 2012.  
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Humanitarian situation  

South Sudan is the newest but also one of the poorest states in Africa with an estimated population of 

more than ten million people. Years of conflict and underdevelopment, combined with seasonal flooding, 

frequent dry spells and outbreaks of diseases mean that South Sudan remains a serious concern for the 

humanitarian community. South Sudan has been plagued by a series of crises that have generated huge 

humanitarian needs: communal conflict, militia attacks, border disputes and floods have led to civilians 

being uprooted from their homes. 

The humanitarian situation remains grim and unpredictable, especially in the northern states bordering the 

Republic of Sudan. Fighting in the Sudanese States of South Kordofan and Blue Nile has resulted in nearly 

200 000 Sudanese refugees seeking asylum in South Sudan's Unity and Upper Nile States. In Northern 

Bahr El Ghazal, more than 25 000 people are displaced from their homes due to the border tensions 

between Sudan and South Sudan. Meanwhile, the conflict in Jonglei State has forced some 5 400 people to 

flee to Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya, while 2 700 refugees have arrived in Uganda. About 16 000 fled to 

Ethiopia over the last few months. 

Humanitarian organisations have faced increasing access constraints which can be largely attributed to 

increased interference, hostilities and the difficult environment. Humanitarian organisations have reported 

higher numbers of bureaucratic impediments, commandeering and direct threats of violence since 2012. In 

April and May 2013, most humanitarian assets and compounds in Pibor County were looted. Aid agencies 

were forced to relocate from the area due to insecurity. With these incidents and the continued denial of 

humanitarian access to vulnerable populations, the operational context in Jonglei’s Pibor County has 

become much more difficult. 

South Sudan is also home to about 19 000 Congolese refugees in Central and Western Equatoria, 5 800 

Ethiopian refugees in Jonglei and Central Equatoria and 1 800 refugees from the Central African Republic 

in Western Equatoria. 

Major needs and related problems 

South Sudan lacks basic services such as safe water, sanitation facilities and health services. The lack of 

basic infrastructure goes hand in hand with a low technical capacity. The population is poor and literacy 

rates are low. Austerity measures by the government, linked to the shutting down of oil production in 

January 2012, have impacted all aspects of life in South Sudan. 

The consequence are dire: one out of every seven children dies before reaching the age of five; one out of 

six women who becomes pregnant dies, more than 20% of the population is undernourished and deadly 

epidemic outbreaks are frequent and spread easily. In addition to this, food insecurity is a real threat to 

over a million people each year. In such a fragile context any additional shock can have serious 

humanitarian implications.   

During the rainy season, access to the populations in need of life-saving assistance is hampered as roads 

are flooded and become impassable. Humanitarian organisations in South Sudan rely heavily on airplanes 

and helicopters in order to meet the basic humanitarian needs of the population. However, even airstrips 

do not always withstand the heavy downpours. 

 

 

The European Commission through its Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) is 

supporting life-saving activities in South Sudan with nearly €160 million in 2012/2013. The aid includes 

assistance for internally displaced people, returnees and refugees. The Commission’s funds go towards 

basic healthcare, clean water, sanitation and food assistance. A team of ECHO experts is permanently 

based in the country, working closely with partner relief organisations and monitoring the situation and the 

efficient use of EU funds. 

ECHO’s partner organisations in South Sudan include specialised United Nations' agencies, non-

governmental organisations (NGOs) and international humanitarian organisations. 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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Projects  

 
Health and nutrition 

South Sudan has some of the worst health and nutrition indicators in the world. Access 
to quality primary healthcare is problematic due to underdevelopment, conflict and the 

remoteness of many areas. Poor health care affects the most vulnerable, leading to 
high mortality rates amongst children and women. ECHO funds field hospitals, as well 
as mobile health services which provide healthcare, e.g. for the refugee population in 
Maban County, Upper Nile.  Mobile clinics offer services to the population closer to their 
homes and allows for home visits and ambulance services for those that are too ill to 
reach the health posts. The most commonly treated conditions are diarrhoeal diseases, 
skin infections and respiratory tract infections. ECHO further applies a nutrition lens to 

all its funding in the country and both preventative and curative measures are critical to 
save lives. 
 

Water and sanitation 

Access to clean water and sanitation services is a huge problem in the country and a 
large contributor to health conditions.  Since South Sudan is prone to numerous shocks 
that can rapidly deteriorate the status of an already very vulnerable population, the 

European Commission pays special attention to ensure that humanitarian responses are 
timely and appropriate. Through funding emergency preparedness and response 
activities, the Commission ensures that clean drinking water and sanitation facilities are 
available for uprooted populations, with the aim to reduce mortality due to water-borne 

diseasesdiseases. 
 

 

 
Food security  

 
It is estimated that close to 12 percent of households are severely food insecure and as 
many as 2.3 million people need some form of food assistance. Much of the population 

that has returned to South Sudan is ill-equipped for the rural lifestyle they have to 
adapt to. The Commission supports food assistance for the vulnerable households amid 

the internally displaced people, refugees and the host population within the country. 
 

 

 
 

Coordination and logistics 
The vast size of the country and the lack of infrastructure are a challenge for relief 
operations. It is difficult and costly for aid workers, as well as for supplies, to reach 
beneficiaries particularly during the rainy season when most roads become impassable 
for several months. In addition, the number of humanitarian emergencies, especially 
linked to conflicts, is overstretching the existing capacity to respond; and the threats to 
the safety of humanitarian workers are increasing due to armed clashes, harassment, 

mines and common banditry. The rainy season exacerbates the logistical challenges 
faced by humanitarian organisations working on the ground. ECHO contributes to a 
dedicated humanitarian air service transporting goods and personnel to remote areas. 
In order to improve access to the most vulnerable populations in need, ECHO supports 
some road construction, demining activities and warehousing of goods and road cargo 
transportation. 

International Medical Corps staff 

treats patients in a field clinic in Yusuf 

Bathil camp, Maban County, Upper 

Nile.   

 

Water trucking is often the only way to 

provide clean drinking water for the 

population.  

 

ECHO has contributed an emergency 

helicopter to help with the logistical 

challenges of aid delivery in South 

Sudan. 

South Sudan funding per sector 2012

Health

14%

WASH

15%

Shelter/NFI

2%

FSL

37%

Coordination

2%

protection

13%

Nutrition

7%

logs/services

10%

Learning how to farm helps those 
returning to South Sudan to earn an 
income and be self-sufficient. 

 


