
 

 

 

 

          

Irma’s aftermath: the slow return to normality in Turks and 
Caicos  

PROVIDENCIALES, 15 September, 2017 - Jay Deanne, a sombre 11 year-old, is trying to put a 

brave face on things, especially for his brother, Kennedy. He is now safe in the Enid Capron 

Primary School, one of two government shelters set up for those caught up in the terrifying 

hurricane, Irma, on the island of Providenciales, Turks and Caicos. But he felt far from safe 

while Irma raged, “I was very scared. There was lots of rain, thunder and lightning. The roof 

was shaking, outside things were flying and the roof blew off.” The next morning, after finding 

themselves flooded out, Jay left for the shelter with his mother, brother and father.   

The Deane’s are just one of many families pulling their lives together after Irma destroyed 

homes and infrastructure, leaving Providenciales with little electricity. It wasn’t as badly hit as 

several other sister islands like Grand Turk and South Caicos but things were bad enough. 

Jay’s father, and his cousin Hamilton, who saw the roof of his own house carried away by the 

wind as he huddled with 14 people, are among the number who leave the shelter by day to 

secure and rebuild their homes and get back to some semblance of normality. They return at 

nightfall to the relative safety that the shelter, which was itself damaged in the hurricane, can 

provide.  

And it is relative. Despite the best efforts of those running the compound, there are concerns 

that security is not as tight as it could be and it is difficult to control who comes and goes. To 

address this issue staff from the Department of Social Development and Gender Affairs, 

Tanzania Bain-Candio and Jean Williams, have visited the shelter to advise parents to be 

vigilant about their children’s safety and the need for supervision. They also engaged with the 

children on ways to keep themselves safe. Of the 53 people housed in the shelter, 14 are boys 

and nine are girls.   

For Elaine King, a UNICEF education specialist who visited the primary school as part of a 22-

strong United Nations rapid assessment team, such child protection issues are paramount. 

“It’s really important to ensure that we have safe spaces for children and that we look after 

this aspect of their needs, not just water, food and shelter, as vital as they are. We also have 

to look to their future and try to address the trauma they have undoubtedly experienced.” 

She added, “Rebuilding is not just about homes and offices, which is already starting. We have 

to help rebuild the children’s lives too.”  

To this end, UNICEF is concentrating on opportunities for psycho-social support, promoting 

the emotional recovery of boys and girls affected by Irma through its Return to Happiness 



 

 

 

 

          

programme. This, in part, involves interventions such as play therapy where children can work 

through their experiences.  

According to King, “This kind of support is crucial. I’ve heard of some children displaying signs 

of trauma, with boys and girls putting on their uniforms and trying to go to school when 

everyone knows that the schools are closed and will be for some time. The children need long 

term help and that’s something UNICEF and its partners can provide. ” 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
###  
About UNICEF  
UNICEF works in some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the world’s most 
disadvantaged children. Across 190 countries and territories, we work for every child, 
everywhere, to build a better world for everyone.  
 
For more information please contact:  
Patrick Knight, Communication Specialist, UNICEF Office for the Eastern Caribbean Area 
Phone: 246 467-6162 pknight@unicef.org 
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