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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• The Indonesian government and Aceh rebels signed a 

peace treaty in Helsinki Monday (August 15). Indonesian 
legislators unanimously supported the deal. Last month the 
government of Indonesia (GOI) and the Free Aceh 
Movement (GAM) agreed on an accord to end hostilities 
after nearly 30 years of fighting.  Fifty monitors from the 
European Union and ASEAN countries will immediately 
begin to observe the implementation of the armistice with 
the number increasing to 200 by the middle of September.   

• The Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Aceh and North Sumatra 
has approved two projects (endorsed by BRR) worth 
US$82 million.  

• Representatives of 27 Indian Ocean countries met in 
Canberra where plans for a tsunami warning system were 
formalized. The system will be established by UNESCO 
and may be in place within a year. 

• The Ministry of Health in collaboration with UNICEF and 
WHO will kick off its mass immunization campaign against 
polio on 30 August. (See Focus – Polio in Indonesia) 

• Eric Morris, the new UN Recovery Coordinator for Aceh 
and Nias, begins work on humanitarian, reconstruction and 
disaster management preparedness in early September. 
Mr. Morris reports directly to the UN Resident Humanitarian 
Coordinator of Indonesia and has been on an exploratory 
visit to Jakarta and Banda Aceh during the last week 

• Dr. David Nabarro of the Global Consortium for Tsunami-
Affected Countries met with donors, NGOs, GOI and UN 
agencies in Jakarta and Banda Aceh this past week. Dr. 
Nabarro leads the global effort to establish common 
indicators that will serve to measure progress in tsunami-
affected countries. 

 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

 
BRR 
BRR in Nias plans to work in the education, health, social 
cultural and religion, housing and infrastructure, town planning, 
and economic empowerment sectors. Some 430 billion rupiah 
has been allocated for Nias and Nias Selatan. The budget will 
cover provincial road, runway, water resource projects and, with 
the support of Bupatis (district chiefs), to revitalize Gunung 
Sitoli town planning.  
 
BRR is drafting a matrix of who/what/where and will provide all 
interested partners with a guideline document for reconstruction 
and rehabilitation. 
 
BAKORNAS 
BAKORNAS (National Coordinating Board for Disaster 
Management), in conjunction with the UN, will hold a series of 
Emergency Management Training and Contingency Planning 
Workshops in five districts of West Sumatra province. This 
initiative is an effort to improve local capacity on disaster 
management in several disaster-prone areas like West 
Sumatra, Bengkulu, Lampung and East Nusa Tenggara. 
The goal of these workshops is to develop a contingency plan 
for the province, based around an earthquake scenario. The 

document that is produced as a result of these workshops will 
act as a template for the development of contingency plans in 
other provinces of Indonesia. Contingency plans for the district 
level, provincial and national levels will be developed. 
BAKORNAS kicked off the series of exercises by conducting a 
national facilitators’ workshop in Jakarta on 26 - 28 July 2005.  
This workshop was attended by 32 participants from 
BAKORNAS, various Government of Indonesia (GOI) 
departments, INGOs and local government representatives 
from West Sumatra District. The facilitators' workshop is 
intended to develop a pool of facilitators who will be able to 
share and pass on their knowledge during subsequent 
workshops in the series.  
 
Other Disaster Management Activities 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has established an 
integrated health emergency unit for disaster response.  The 
unit sits at the Ministry of Health in Jakarta and is now fully 
operational.  It is currently coordinating inputs into the health 
sector in disaster-affected areas and tracking the progress of 
ongoing individual activities these areas.  
 

UPDATES ON ACEH AND NIAS 
 
The Multi-Donor Trust Fund for Aceh and Nias has approved 
two projects worth US$82 million. The Urban Community 
Recovery Project (UPP) and the Kecamatan Development 
Project (KDP) both have the endorsement of BRR 
(Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Agency. This brings the total 
number of projects approved to five with a total project value of 
US$125.8 million. UPP is an US$18 million project, which aims 
to restore infrastructure in 402 urban villages. The US$64 
million KDP aims to assist up to 3,000 villages to develop 
community-based infrastructure like roads, schools, sanitation, 
water supply and other community buildings such as assembly 
halls and markets. Both projects will be community driven. 
 
Aceh Jaya 
Assistance coverage is improving, particularly in the sectors of 
agriculture, shelter, fishery and livelihood/income generation.  
Most sector group meetings at the Calang level have been re-
established and now take place on a regular basis. At present 
there are approximately 35 national and international NGOs 
together with eight UN agencies operating in Aceh Jaya. 
 
Nias 
There is a lack of coordination with regards to addressing the 
requirements of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Nias. A 
proper analysis of the needs of IDPs has not been carried out 
as yet. Baseline criteria are needed for agencies working in the 
field.  The UN is assisting Satlak in complementing and 
coordinating their data on IDPs.  This will facilitate the 
identification of humanitarian gaps and improve the coverage of 
IDP needs.  
 
The Bupati of Nias has established a standard daily labour rate 
of 29,000 rupiah per day.  Agencies and NGOs are asked to 
abide by this standard. 
 
 



Humanitarian Action Forum  
The Humanitarian Action Forum (HAF) was launched in late 
July to provide district-level coordination mechanism to address 
immediate humanitarian needs of IDPs.  
 
Needs identified through the transitional settlement monitoring 
mechanism (TSMM) conducted by the Norwegian Rescue 
Committee (NRC) are presented to organizations at each 
monthly HAF meeting. The first round of HAF meetings 
continued in the reporting period, on August 1 for Banda Aceh 
and on August 3 for Pidie. In Banda Aceh, thirty organizations 
attended and roughly 95 percent of needs across sectors were 
covered, except for the non-food items (mattresses) and 
generators.  In Pidie, although the attendance by those 
operating in the district was good, only about 25% of stated 
needs received commitments. This is a reflection of how 
resources are thinly spread outside from urban centers. 
 
OCHA is currently in the process of matching these 
uncommitted needs with available resources within the UN and 
the NGO community. NRC will soon deploy the TSMM survey 
teams to Aceh Jaya and Aceh Besar. The first round of HAF 
meetings for these districts will commence soon after the data 
comes in. 
 
OCHA is in bilateral discussion with some organizations to 
streamline the HAF process for certain needs, such as food, 
where specific organizations can respond with their partners as 
soon as data becomes available, without waiting for the 
monthly HAF meeting. OCHA is also in discussion with major 
stakeholders in promoting the use of the TSMM survey form 
and database for their needs assessments. The aim is to 
ensure that data on IDP needs are collected on a regular basis 
in the same data standard in wider geographical area and are 
fed into the HAF process for commitments by the aid 
community. 
 

SECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS 
 
Shelter & Non-Food Items  
The Transitional Shelter Working Group endorsed the following 
principles: 
� To source a team of two or three transitional shelter experts 

tasked with both deciding the most suitable and effective 
forms of transitional shelter, and designing a combined 
implementation programme, which will take into account all 
aspects, from materials to transportation to final construction, 
for consideration by BRR, local authorities and the 
international aid community.  
� Transitional shelter programmes should be undertaken in 

parallel with reconstruction programmes. These programmes 
should be integrated so that handover from transitional 
shelter to reconstruction is as simple as possible.  
� Government and public information campaigns should 

alleviate fears by beneficiaries that by living in transitional 
shelters they may lose the opportunity to receive a 
permanent home.  

The International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) through 
the Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) network will take on the 
responsibility of information collection, verification, distribution 
and monitoring of emergency shelter in Aceh. 
 
UNHCR is in discussions with IFRC to determine the actual 
number of tents that need to be replaced in NAD province.   
 
UNHCR returned to Krueng Sabee to follow up on their housing 
programme.  UNHCR has received formal approval from BRR 
to construct over a thousand houses along with supporting 

infrastructure such as schools and community halls.  UNHCR is 
working to prepare the necessary documentation and to select 
approved contractors to execute construction.   
 
It was raised at the 8 August Shelter Working Group meeting, 
that roughly 90,000 people who were renting homes when the 
tsunami occurred were not included in the shelter blueprint.  To 
meet the needs of these people there is an urgent need for 
30,000 units for rental accommodation. BRR is working on a 
policy to address this situation and is open to suggestions.  
 
The lack of legal wood as the main construction material is a 
growing concern for NGOs building permanent shelter. 
Concrete is the building material of first choice as local 
authorities are reluctant to issue certificates to logging 
companies due to deforestation concerns. The next OCHA 
situation report will feature a focus on the timber issue. 
 
Water & Sanitation 
UNICEF handed over two armroll trucks and 12 trash 
containers to the city of Banda Aceh on 2 August.  Another 38 
containers will be delivered at a later date.  The tsunami had 
destroyed 41 out of the city’s 43 trash containers. 
In addition to the trash containers, UNICEF is funding and 
assisting in a clean-up programme of IDP camps. Twice a 
week, helpers sweep up the trash at 82 IDP camps in Banda 
Aceh and Aceh Besar. The trash is taken to the nearest landfill.  
UNICEF has also distributed barrels to be used as trashcans, 
which are emptied regularly as well.  
 

 
     UNICEF Donated Armroll Truck 
 
Economic Recovery & Livelihoods 
Agriculture 
Coordination meetings continue with community and local 
authorities in Nagan Raya and Aceh Tengah districts in 
preparation for training in the use of organic fertilizers 
(bokasih).  IOM is also conducting market assessments to 
determine the availability of bokasih in target communities. The 
increased use of bokasih in Aceh province addresses 
environmental concerns while enhancing efficiency in the 
agricultural sector.   
 
Church Word Service (CWS) has identified a group of farmers in 
Nias who will be part of its livelihood interventions focusing on 
husbandry. Seeds and tools have been procured for the 
interventions. In addition, CWS is coordinating with the 
Department of Livestock regarding facilitation of livelihood 
training-sessions for the farmers. The first sessions on the topic 
of Agriculture and Livestock has been taken place in Madula 
Village, Gunung Sitoli with participation of 18 people. In addition, 



42 shovels, 48 buckets and 4 pair of gloves were distributed to 
90 households in the village. 
 
Cash for Work 
Cash for work projects Calang as implemented by UNDP’s 
NGO partner Project Concern International have been 
suspended for monitoring and evaluation purposes. 
Discussions are taking place as how best to ensure that cash 
for work projects can best segue into long-term livelihood work.  
Cash for work projects were due to end in late July and early 
August.  
 
Oxfam is clearing 3,000 hectares of tsunami-damaged land for 
farming in Aceh Jaya as part of its agricultural cash for work 
programme. Action Against Hunger is operating a similar 
programme in Calang, which aims to clear and irrigate 650 
hectares of land for rice paddies.  
 
Vocational Training 
UNDP’s vocational livelihood training project in Meulaboh has 
begun. The project is training groups of tsunami victims in skills 
that will enable them to earn a living in trades such as tailoring. 
A particular effort is being made to target this work at women 
due to concerns that men have benefited disproportionately 
from other livelihood projects such as Cash for Work.  
 
 
Enterprise Development 
Roughly 200 local men built 32 huts and 38 duck coops to help 
IOM-trained women with salt production and duck farming 
respectively in Lancang village, Junib and Bireuen. 
 
In collaboration with the Office of Trade and Industry, IOM has 
developed business-training modules for 145 taking part in its 
counter-trafficking livelihood programme for tsunami-affected 
areas. The women, who live in Transitional Living Centres 
(TLCs) in Lancang village, Bireuen district, also receive 
livelihood training in embroidery, sewing, baking, sales and salt 
production,   
 
Education 
UNICEF in partnership with IOM will construct 200 temporary 
schools in locations in and around Aceh Jaya district.  This 
includes 51 schools in Calang, the largest centre in Aceh Jaya.  
The temporary schools are a simple adaptation of the locally 
manufactured RISHA II transitional housing units IOM is 
currently building in Aceh. When permanent schools are built, 
these structures will revert to the community for other uses. 
 
Distribution of UNICEF school kits as part of Back to School 
campaign is underway in 13 out of 14 sub-districts in Nias 
District. However, the same activity is pending in Nias Selatan 
due to political concerns.  The finalization of the school list for 
UNICEF-UNOPS reconstruction is on going between UNICEF, 
Dinas Pendidikan. UNICEF will construct and rehabilitate a total 
number of 145 schools  
 
Save the Children (SCF) is distributing and setting up school 
tents and kits. The progress has reached 80% of targeted 
schools in Nias sub-district. The presence of SCF in Nias is to 
be extended up to another year. SCF’s emergency response 
will be phasing out in August with a new team leader arriving to 
initiate a new education programme and explore possibilities for 
other sustainable projects. 
 

Health 
WHO has been asked to provide technical support to BRR by 
reviewing the health sector related proposals submitted to BRR 
for implementation in the rehabilitation phase.  
 
WHO is assisting the Provincial Health Office (PHO) in Banda 
Aceh and District Health Offices in Meulaboh and Calang in 
health coordination. The objective behind reconstruction 
coordination efforts is to develop RENSTRA (Strategic Plan) 
2006-2010 and to support the PHO’s coordination team in 
facilitating health sector coordination meetings. WHO also 
hopes to get support from all health coordination 
subgroups and BRR in the RENSTRA planning process.  
 
To date, UNFPA has distributed 20.4 tonnes of maternal health 
kits to ensure access to emergency maternal care. These kits 
cover the needs of approximately 500,000 people for a six-
month period. UNFPA also distributed 250 mid-wifery kits to 
village midwives in the four tsunami-affected districts. 
 
Governance 
Public Information Outreach 
The humanitarian and reconstruction efforts in Aceh and Nias 
have been minimally supported by a public information 
programme. This has resulted in an information vacuum 
coupled with a passive (but growing) frustration that curbs the 
ability of individuals and communities to make informed 
decisions and participate in shaping their own futures. 
 
UNDP is working with BRR to develop a public information 
package of support for BRR communications and outreach that 
includes a newsletter to IDPs, regular radio programmes and 
poster campaigns regarding their entitlements from the 
government and how to claim it.   
 
OCHA is developing a complementary strategy that will raise 
awareness on why public information is important and how 
such campaigns can be facilitated and implemented. 
 
Population Census 
With the support of UNFPA, the Central Bureau for Statistics 
(BPS) is now conducting a census to collect an accurate 
demographic data in post-tsunami Aceh in order to help local 
authorities to implement the blueprint document for Aceh and 
Nias island.  
 
Logistics 
Ports in Meulaboh and Calang are expected to be operational 
within four months.  
 
The handover of air operations from the UN Joint Logistics 
Centre (UNJLC) to UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) was 
completed July 29.  UNJLC will continue to publish UNHAS 
flight schedules, and Passenger and Cargo Procedures on the 
UNJLC website.  UNHAS users should watch the UNJLC Air 
Operations pages for any changes to procedures instituted by 
UNHAS.   
 
UNJLC is putting an initiative in place to alert all logisticians via 
email broadcast of any critical findings, assessments and 
feedback on matters, which will affect logistics planning 
considerations. This initiative will be flashed as LOGISTICS 
BOTTLENECKS – ALERT. All agencies are encouraged to 
report any observations and/or feedback upon encountering 
any logistics bottlenecks to UNJLC via email: 
maksalmina@wfp.org.   
 



Security 
The GOI has report incidences of proselytising by some NGOs.  
NGOs are strongly advised to refrain from these activities. 
Cultural sensitivity is strongly advised for all internationals 
working in Aceh. 
 
The Tuluk Dalam demonstration in Nias last week, which turned 
into a violent riot resulting in the stabbing of the police chief and 
the deployment of 100 police special force officer. The situation 
is contained but authorities are advising humanitarian 
organizations to take precautions when travelling in the south.  
 

OTHER INDONESIAN PROVINCES 
During an UN/NGO/Donor meeting held August 9 in Jakarta, 
the focus of humanitarian activities in Indonesia being centred 
on Aceh was discussed.  There is a general consensus that the 
international Donor Community needs to maintain focus on the 
serious needs in Maluku, Papua and central Sulawesi. NGOs 
are being forced to withdraw from these regions due to lack of 
funding.   
 
UN OCHA was requested to organize a meeting with donors 
regarding the imbalance of funding and attention in terms of 
regions and issues in Indonesia.  
 
Central Sulawesi 
Over 90,000 people are facing a food crisis following a 
devastating flood that damaged rice fields and plantations in 
Tanambulava, Dolo and Sig Biromaru districts. Water and 
sanitation problems and malnutrition issues are expected to 
follow. Illegal logging is thought to have exacerbated flood 
conditions.  There will be a focus section on the issue of Timber 
in the next OCHA Indonesia situation report. 
 
Maluku 
The local government of Maluku requested the central 
government to immediately disburse reconstruction funds as 
pledged in 2003. Maluku requires some 4 trillion rupiah 
(US$412 million) over the next five years for reconstruction 
works, of which roughly 1.2 trillion rupiah should have been 
disbursed in 2004 with another 500 billion rupiah earmarked for 
disbursement in 2005.  
 
In light of improved security conditions, the central government 
is planning to withdraw some 3,000 nationally recruited troops 
next year.  GOI does intend to maintain 1,650 nationally 
recruited mobile police. At present, there are about 4,000 
locally recruited troops in Maluku.  
 
Papua 
President S.B. Yudhoyono expressed concern over the 
approval of Bill 2061 that questioned the status of Papua by the 
U.S. House of Representative, and warned the Government of 
U.S. not to interfere in Indonesia’s domestic affairs. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. through its State Department said it would not support 
efforts by any party to separate Papua from the unitary state of 
the Republic of Indonesia. The U.S. was also certain that the 
implementation of economic and political reform through the 
granting of special autonomy to Papua as an integral part of the 
republic was the key to answer the various problems in Papua, 
including human rights issues.   
 
Nabire 
A presentation on Public Health and Shelter Intervention with 
regards to the earthquake-affected population of Nabire was 
held August 11 in Jakarta.  The presentation was given by 
Oxfam and cited the urgent need for medical assistance in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus: Polio in Indonesia 
Polio is a highly contagious disease that can paralyze 
or kill within hours of contracting the virus.  It affects 
all social groups with children under the age of five 
years being most at risk. There is no cure for polio –
immunization is the only defense.  

Until 2003, polio cases had been reduced by 99%. 
After Nigeria decided to stop polio immunization, polio 
made a comeback.  Indonesia is the 16th country to be 
infected by Nigerian polio, with the first case being 
detected March 2005 in West Java. To date, a total of 
205 cases have been identified and confirmed as 
polio.  
 
Immunization campaigns were held in May and June 
of this year in Bantan, Jakarta and West Java 
targeting 6.4 million children.  But coverage 
decreased significantly in the second round of 
immunization in June.  

 

 
Over one million fewer children were reached.  This 
was due to rumours in communities about vaccine 
safety and negative media coverage, which resulted in 
a public trust backlash. With the rainy season 
approaching, there is a major concern that the polio 
outbreak may turn into a polio epidemic if steps are 
not taken quickly.  
 
Hence, the Government of Indonesia in collaboration 
with UNICEF and WHO is launching a national polio 
vaccination campaign. Immunization will take place on 
two days – 30 August and 27 September.  It is hope 
that every child under five (24 million children) will be 
immunized.  
 
GOI, UNICEF and WHO asks for the help and 
cooperation of the Indonesian community, the media 
and NGOs to create visibility and awareness that’s so 
vital to the success of this campaign. 
 
For more information on the polio campaign, contact 
Jane Nyanzi (jmagobanyanzi@unicef.org) or Dr. 
David Hipgrave (dhipgrave@unicef.org).  
 

 

 



Nabire due to the poor response in aid with regards to two 
destructive earthquakes that took place in February and 
November 2004.  Oxfam is currently the only NGO operating in 
the Nabire district. 
 
UPDATE ON AVIAN INFLUENZA 
The Avian Influenza (also known as the H5N1 virus) outbreak in 
Indonesia started in August 2003.  Since then, 21 provinces 
and over 170 districts have been affected.  Various animals 
including pigs have contracted the virus.  In July 2005, three 
human cases were confirmed. All three cases were confined 
within a single-family cluster and resulted in the deaths of a 38 
year-old father and his two daughters, ages eight and one. 
Since this tragedy, there have been no further incidences of 
humans contracting the avian flu.   
 
WHO says the spread of avian flu can be prevented through 
good hygiene practices. WHO advises that: 

 
� Farms and wet markets are risk areas.  
� If living in bird-flu affected areas, take extra 

precautions. 
� Avoid keeping poultry at home.  
� Take precautions if you have flu-like symptoms.  
� Avoid contaminated food items 
 
 

INDONESIA SEISMIC ACTIVITY 
A total of 23 quakes measuring between 6 – 5 on the Richter 
scale have taken place in Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi, West Nusa 
Tenggara and East Nusa Tenggara islands in the past four 
weeks. No casualties or significant damages have been 
reported.  
 
Due to increased volcanic activities of Mount Merapi in Central 
Java, the Directorate of Vulcanology has raised the alert level 
of Mount Merapi to level 2 (level 4 being maximum). The 
situation has been communicated to local authorities in 
Boyolali, Magelang, Sleman, and Klaten districts that may be 
affected should a major eruption occurs.   
 



 
 

 
Tsunami Relief Funding Status 
Table 1: Tsunami Relief Funding Status as of 12 August 2005 (inclusive of NGO funding) 

Tsunami Relief Contributions by Sector for Indonesia
(in US$) 

16,364,873

5,978,228

5,173,042

116,389,706

1,845,562

72,249,211

11,495,360

17,530,159

1,384,836

24,793,952

119,078,886

Agriculture

Coordination and Support Services

Economic Recovery and Infrastructure

Education

Family Shelter and Non-Food Items

Food

Health

Multi-Sector

Protection

Security

Water and Sanitation

Se
ct

or

 
 
 

                     Table 2: UN Tsunami Relief Funding for Aceh and Nias as of 12 August 2005 

UN Agency 
Commitments/ 
Contributions/ 

Carry-Over 
(in US$) 

Expenditure 
(in US$) 

FAO 16,364,873 5,507,713 
ILO 2,642,008 960,000 
IOM 47,168,043 19,406,522 
OCHA 4,854,161 2,301,235 
UNDP 39,345,000 18,562,240 
UNDSS 1,384,836 275,000 
UNFPA 13,869,858 4,603,622 
UNHCR 27,801,477 9,546,396 
UNICEF 186,770,170 39,630,831 
UNEP 1,032,469 67,000 
WFP  183,732,104 75,000,000 
WHO 32,751,244 15,806,497 
UNESCO 429,326 0 
UNAIDS 132,923 132,923 
UNV 5,441,800 301,000 
UNIDO 0 0 
UNIFEM 1,902,100 110,000 
UNJLC 3,522,343 1,740,000 

TOTAL  569,144,736 193,950,979 
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BANDA ACEH Field Office 
 
Mr. Oliver Lacey-Hall 
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OCHA Banda Aceh  
Tel: +62 811 825 278 
Email: lacey-hall@un.org 
 
Ms. Satoko Nakagawa 
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CALANG Sub-Office 
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Email : meier@un.org 
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Mr. Steve Ray  
OCHA Meulaboh/Simeuleue 
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MEDAN/NIAS Sub-Offices 
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