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Highest Priority—Urgent Action Required  

Chad: Civil insecurity in eastern Chad is putting the large Darfu-
rian refugee population at increased risk. In southern Chad, the 
food and non-food needs of a growing number of refugees from 
Central African Republic are not being met. 

Djibouti: Therapeutic feeding and health centers have been over-
whelmed by the growing number of sick and malnourished peo-
ple. The rise in mortality rates can be attributed to poor access to 
health care. 
Ethiopia: Pre-famine conditions continue to be observed in pas-
toral areas of Ethiopia. Although the rainy season has started in 
eastern Somali Region, the rains have been poor so far. If the 
rains do not improve significantly in the coming weeks, the al-
ready severe food security crisis in these areas will deteriorate 
further. Meanwhile in belg-dependent agricultural areas, good 
rains have marked the start of the agricultural season.  

Kenya: Food insecurity remains severe in pastoral areas, with 
acute malnutrition rates (GAM) for children at 32 percent in Man-
dera District. While the rainy season has been good so far in 
drought affected areas, floods have destroyed crops, homes and 
infrastructure. Only half of the estimated food needs have been 
met, while the shortfall of non-food needs is at 70 percent. 

Somalia: In southern Somalia, heavy rains have improved the 
supply of water, but have caused floods and livestock losses, as 
weakened animals die from exposure. Pre-famine conditions are 
evident in the south, where food aid deliveries have been compro-
mised by security and logistical concerns.  

Zimbabwe: While this year’s harvest, now underway, is a signifi-
cant improvement compared to last year, it is still inadequate to 
meet the country’s needs. Production in southern districts of 
Matabeleland South and central districts of Manicaland was se-
verely compromised by low rainfall and a lack of fertilizer. 

W
arning 

Urgent Action Required 

Niger: Between now and September, food security is expected to 
deteriorate in pastoral and agro-pastoral areas. During this time, 
grain stocks will be drawn down, and grain prices are expected to 
rise. How high prices rise depends in part on the seasonal rains 
that begin in May or June. Pasture will gradually become ex-
hausted until rains are able to regenerate pasture in August. 

Sudan (southern): Food security continues to deteriorate in 
northern Bahr el Ghazal and the Arid Pastoral Zone. Planned food 
aid targets have not been met, and rations have been cut in order 
to allocate food for pre-positioning in advance of the rainy season 
that begins in June. 

 

Significant Events Timeline 
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Mauritania:  The hunger season is underway, and households are 
reducing their consumption. Grain prices are rising, in part due to 
low expectations of imports from Mali and Senegal. 
Tanzania:  The long-rains season was delayed by up to 40 days 
across much of Tanzania, limiting the crop growth cycle and 
affecting harvest prospects. Cereal prices remain at record highs.  

Uganda: IDPs in northern Uganda continue to depend on food 
aid for over half their food needs. Cultivation and humanitarian 
activities are curtailed by violence. 
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FEWS NET Alert Status   Food Security Alerts in Africa 

Food Aid Needs and Beneficiaries 
Country  Population at Risk  Food Aid Beneficiaries  

Chad 226,000 (refugees) 
115,000 (host)   <226,000 (refugees)  

Djibouti 238,000 70,000  

Ethiopia >10 million  10.9 million 
(PSNP + emergency)  

Kenya 3.5 million 3.5 million  

Niger 1.8 million  TBD 

Somalia 2.1 million 1.03 million 

South Sudan 1.9 million 1.9 million 

Tanzania 3.7 million 564,726 

Uganda  2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 2.1 million (incl. IDPs) 

Zimbabwe > 5.2 million 5.2 million 

Mauritania >350,000 0 
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Greater Horn of Africa: Significant humanitarian requirements will continue through 2006 
 

Despite the onset of the main rainy season in pastoral areas of southern Somalia, northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia, 
pre-famine conditions continue to be seen throughout these areas. While good rains will enable the slow process of recov-
ery to begin, poor rains would lead to the emergence of famine in affected areas. Whatever the outcome of this season, sig-
nificant amounts of humanitarian assistance will be needed until at least August 
2006, and probably through the rest of the year. However, the actual level of hu-
manitarian assistance required is contingent on the performance of this year’s 
main rainy season in drought affected areas. These rains normally begin in March 
and last through May.  
 
To date, the performance of the season has been mixed. Some areas have re-
ceived heavy rains, while others have received below normal rainfall (see Figure 
1). To complicate the picture, most drought-affected pastoral areas have experi-
enced a dry spell over the last week to ten days (see Figure 2).   
 
Heavy rains have fallen over most of southern Somalia and parts of northeastern 
Kenya and in some localized areas of Ethiopia, including Borena Zone of 
Oromiya Region and South Omo of Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples 
Region (see Figure 1). These rains have improved the availability of water for 
animal and human consumption and have improved pasture conditions, but they 
have also resulted in flooding and the loss of already weak livestock that could 
not withstand the downpours. In addition, the heavy rains have increased the risk 
of water-borne disease for both humans and animals and are likely to hamper 
road access to affected areas.  
 
If substantial rains continue through May, sufficient pasture regeneration will 
occur to support livestock through much of the June to September dry season, 
enabling livestock herds to begin to recover. However, livestock (especially cat-
tle) are unlikely to start reproducing and consequently producing milk without at 
least one additional normal rainy season. Given the magnitude of livestock losses 
sustained during this crisis, full recovery will be a long process that could take 
years or even decades. 
 
In contrast, much of southern Ethiopia, especially southern zones of Somali Re-
gion, have had poor rains so far this season (see Figure 1). In these areas, a seri-
ous deterioration of the crisis is possible, unless the rains improve and are sus-
tained over the next month. Humanitarian response should be focused on meeting 
the significant additional food and non-food needs that are likely to emerge if 
there is no improvement in the rains. The performance of the rains has also been 
poor in central and northern Somalia. Poor rains would set back northern Soma-
lia’s ongoing recovery from the severe 2000-04 drought, while limiting the mi-
gration options of pastoralists from neighboring Ethiopia searching for pasture 
and water in these parts of Somalia. 
 
Finally, drier than normal conditions have occurred in most of the drought-
affected areas of the region over the last week to ten days (see Figure 2). If this 
dry spell continues, which short-term forecasts indicate is likely, newly sprouting 
pastures could start to die without setting seed, reversing some of the gains made 
in recent weeks. 

Figure 1: Precipitation Anomaly (mm)  
March 1 to April 16, 2006 

 

 

Figure 2: Rainfall Estimate (mm) based on 
Satellite and Rain Gauge Data from April 11 

to April 17, 2006 

 

 

Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 

For more information on the Greater Horn of Africa, please visit www.fews.net 


