
DEPARTMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT SITUATION REPORT 
INDIAN OCEAN EARTHQUAKES AND TSUNAMIS 

SITREP No 13 as at 19.00 hrs 02 January 2005 
 
 
Note: Updated status reports on each country, and on action taken by selected 
organisations, are maintained by the CHAD Operations Room and are available on 
request.  The sitrep now covers the past 24 hours, plus a roundup of key statistics 
and DFID action since the start of the crisis. 
 
 
AT A GLANCE 
 
Key Issues 

Indonesia 
• In Aceh, assessments still incomplete. Coordination improving but still very 

weak. Aid arriving in Aceh. Needs massive.  

• DFID is arranging the supply and transport of full UN Humanitarian Information 
Centre (HIC) equipment to Banda Aceh. 

• At the UN’s request, DFID is sourcing 2 Mi8 helicopters and transport for them 
to Banda Aceh for UN operations. 

• IDPs continuing to gather round the airport at Banda Aceh, with the aim of 
leaving the city. 

• First tranche of DFID supported UN infrastructure landed in Banda Aceh. 

Sri Lanka 
• Flash floods caused further damage and hampered relief operations in some 

areas. 

• Liberation Tamil Tigers Eelam (LTTE) seem to have been effective in 
organising the relief effort in the northern states. 

• In Galle, 70% of buildings immediately on the coastline have been completely 
destroyed and at least 30 percent of structures have suffered damage up to 1 
km inland. 

• HMS Chatham due to arrive 3 January. 

India 
• At least 140,000 people, mostly from fishing families, are in relief centres. 

• UNICEF have been designated lead UN agency in India, and also have 
access for assessments and relief operations in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands. 

Thailand 
• Number of dead is believed to be higher than reported to date: estimates of up 

to 11,000 people killed are being cited. 

• PangNga appears to be the hardest hit province in Thailand. 



• We have received news of likely ECHO funding decisions. 
 

Key statistics 

Location Dead  Missing Injured/sick Displaced Affected 

Indonesia 79,940 
AFP   150,000 500,000 

Sri Lanka 29,729 
AFP 

4,589 
GOAL 

8,815 
WHO 

889,175 
OCHA  

India, Andaman & 
Nicobar Is 

12,829 
AFP 

3874 
AFP    

Maldives 75 
AFP 73 160  100,000 

Thailand 4,798 
Thai Govt 

6,384 
Thai Govt 

10,469  
Thai Govt   

Burma 90 
AFP 21 43   

Malaysia 66 
AFP 29 183   

Somalia 132 
AFP   5,000 

BBC  

Kenya 1 
AFP     

Tanzania 10 
AFP     

Seychelles 1 
BBC  44   

Bangladesh 2 
AFP     

 
DFID response to date 

New developments are in bold/italic 
 
We have requested 12 proposals from NGOs (not 14 as reported yesterday), 
covering India, Sri Lanka and Indonesia. The value requested is £8.4 million. We are 
considering announcing a further call for concept notes for The Maldives and the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
 
We have received and are considering four requests for funding from UN agencies: 

• UNICEF Regional Donor Alert    

• WHO Donor Alert 

• WFP EMOP (Emergency Operations) & Special Operations (logistics, 
air support and establishment of the UNJLC). 

• IOM Flash Appeal – Indonesia only  

Financial 
 
DFID has allocated £50m to the response.  Funds allocated to date are given below: 
 

Agency Brief Description Value of Appeal Amount Agreed 
WHO Regional appeal $37,146,000 

(£19,245,000 
approx) 

£3,000,000 
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International 
Federation of 
the Red Cross 
and Red 
Crescent 
(IFRC) 

Health, Watsan, Logistics, Food and non-
food items (NFIs) 

CHF 67,000,000 
(£30,461,500 
approx) 

£2,000,000  

WHO Procurement of Health Kits  £55,000 
WHO Transportation of Health Kits  €60,000  

(£41,500 approx) 
SCF NFIs, Watsan, Food and Shelther – Sri 

Lanka 
£1,728,300 £400,000 

Christian Aid Food, Shelter, Water and Healthcare - India £845,000 £400,000 
DFID chartered 
flight carrying 
donation 

Water, collapsible jerry cans - Maldives  £81,000 approx  
(cost of flight) 

TOTAL £5,977,500 

Donations in kind 
 
Quantity Item Currency 

Value 
Approximate 

£ Value 
Further 

Information 

 International Humanitarian 
Partnership (IHP) equipment £200,000  

 Humanitarian Information Centre £67,000  
 Vehicle for HIC £30,000  
 Trailer for HIC £2,500  

14,000 10 litre collapsible jerry cans $ 43,050 22,300  
4 Iridium satellite telephones 3,200  

1,000,000 Water purification tablets € 8,000 5,500  
392 6x4m rolls tarpaulin € 98,000 68,000  

10 WHO New Emergency Health Kits 113,000 Including airlift 
20,000 4x5m tarps $ 150,000 77,700  

282 Tents 

5000 

Plastic sheets 
96 (units of 5) – Sarvodaya 
316 (units of 5) – Sewalanka 
552 (units of 5) – UNICEF 
warehouse, Colombo  

250,000 Including airlift 

40,000 Mats $ 35,200 18,200  
4,500 Cook Sets $ 46,125 23,900  
5,040 10 litre collapsible water containers $ 7,308 3,790  

TOTAL £885,090  
 
 
The International Humanitarian Partnership (IHP) airlift task will require a total of 3 
aircraft sorties: 2 x RAF C-17 and one RAF Tristar.  This is a joint DFID-Finland-
Sweden-Norway-Denmark operation. The first aircraft left Denmark 1 January and is 
has arrived in Banda Aceh 1600 GMT. The second aircraft left Norway bound for 
Penang, Malaysia 1400 GMT, final destination Banda Aceh. 
 
The next two flights will carry: 

• Food 
• Water 
• Tents 
• Office and communication modules 
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• Land Cruiser 
• Water purification equipment. 
• 3 people 

 
First C-17 sortie will cost approx £70,800. Two further flights are being arranged. 
 
A DFID funded DC8 aircraft bound for the Maldives carrying 40 tonnes of water 
(donated by Scottish Water and Strathmore Water) and collapsible plastic jerry cans  
(donated by Scottish Water) is scheduled to leave the UK 3 January. 
 
We are currently arranging transport of Humanitarian Information Centre (HIC) 
equipment and 1 million puritabs to Banda Aceh. 
 
At the request of the UN, we are currently sourcing 2 white MI8 helicopters and 
the necessary transportation by which to transfer these to Banda Aceh for UN 
operations. 

DFID support to the DEC 
 
We have received one request to date for support to DEC member airlifts (World 
Vision), which is currently under consideration.  

Other donations 
 
A Movement Control Officer seconded to WFP for 3 months w.e.f. 4 January. (circa 
£40,000) 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
 
Developments in the last 24 hours, by country 
 
Indonesia 

Summary: Assessments still incomplete. Coordination improving, but still very weak. 
Aid arriving in Aceh. Needs massive.  
 
Aceh Province in northern Sumatra has suffered the worst effects from the tsunami. 
Logistical difficulties with the airports of Banda Aceh and Medan are causing a 
bottleneck for aid reaching the region. We are hoping this situation will be relieved in 
the next few days due to permission having been granted to the Australian Military to 
undertake air traffic control. Assessments, both military and NGO of both the western 
and eastern coastlines have been performed or are due to be undertaken in the near 
future. There are reports of 9 ad-hoc IDP camps being established in and around 
Banda Aceh, reportedly containing between 60,000 – 108,000 IDPs. Other IDPs are 
gathering in schools, mosques and other community buildings. (Source: Federation 
and Oxfam) 
 
An urgent request has been received from UNDP for funding of bulldozers (and 
skilled operators) to clear bodies and debris in Banda Aceh and surrounding area. 
UNDP are investigating options with commercial construction companies. Our 
representatives in Indonesia strongly support this request and recommend the UK 
respond positively and quickly. 

 4



 
IOM is providing the main base for the majority of humanitarian agencies currently 
working in Banda Aceh. (Source: OCHA) 
 
Several C130 aircraft (Australian, Malaysian, US) are available for regional airlift in 
Medan. (Source: OCHA) 
 
The DFID mission in Indonesia reports that the official death toll is still around 85,000 
(media reporting over 100,000, with 108,000 displaced). More information is 
emerging on the scale of the disaster on the west coast including the whereabouts of 
IDPs, helped significantly by the start of US helicopter flights over the area. 
 
MSF are trying to establish a base in Meulaboh and are concerned that with all the 
organisations working in Banda Aceh (currently 50 Asian NGOs and 50 local NGOs) 
that it could become difficult to coordinate. 
 
AFP reported (2 January) OCHA chief, Michael Elmquist as saying “things are 
improving, the backlog is starting to clear”. AFP also report that 17 US Navy 
helicopters have begun airlifting survivors from the west coast of Aceh Province to 
Banda Aceh. 
 
Reports from the field indicate that coordination is improving, but is still very weak. A 
Joint Logistic Centre (JLC) will be established at WFP Office in Jakarta to coordinate 
logistics of personnel and relief goods from Jakarta to Aceh and within Aceh to the 
affected sites. OCHA has established a regional civil military coordination cell, 
located in Bangkok to coordinate the military assets already deployed or deploying to 
the region. On-Site Operation Coordination Centres (OSOCC) in Jakarta and in 
Banda Aceh are being established to track incoming assistance and coordinate 
assessments and distribution of relief items.  A daily inter-agency coordination 
meeting is in place in Banda Aceh, chaired by the WFP. Coordination is still an issue 
but is improving. An important meeting was held 2 January between UN (UNJLC & 
WFP), the Indonesian military (TNI) and US, Australian and Malaysian military 
officials in order to ensure better coordination of activities and information sharing. A 
high level follow-up meeting with military commanders and Ambassadors, chaired by 
the UNDP Resident Representative is planned for tomorrow. 
 
IDPs are gathering around the airport of Banda Aceh, with the aim of leaving the city 
(Source: Inter-agency coordination meeting notes 1700 31 December). It was also 
reported that 3,000 IDPs left on relief planes destined for Medan 30 December. 
(Source: British Embassy Vice-Consul 30 December) We are currently in the process 
of investigating if there is a significant number of IDPs requiring assistance 
converging in Medan. 
 
Tropical rains in Aceh province halted some aid deliveries (Source: Reuters). The 
Met. Office forecast thunderstorms and high winds for 2 January.  
 
The 10 DFID-funded WHO New Emergency Health Kits (NEHKs) that will provide 
basic pharmaceutical supplies for 100,000 people for 3 months, arrived in Jakarta on 
2 January. WHO is arranging customs clearance and will advise when these kits can 
be received in Banda Aceh, possibly in the next 48 hours. 
 
Up to 12,400 MT of rice, valued at $6.6 million, including transportation will arrive in 
Medan 4 January. (Source: USAID) 
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In Aceh, helicopters and light 4x4 vehicles are best suited to overcome the difficult 
road situation, bridges destroyed, etc 
 
UNICEF state availability of drinking water on the west coast is a problem. 
 
According to the European Commission  Civil Protection Co-operation Mechanism 
(EU MIC), the Indonesian authorities require the following further assistance: 
 

• Ready to use food supplies (no kitchens available for population); a priority is 
food supplies for babies, children and elderly 

• Water purification and sanitation equipment and teams 
• Mobile Medical clinics to take care of victims 
• Technical equipment to reinstall road infrastructure 
• Shelter 

 
A joint agency report (30 December) states the principal relief priorities for Banda 
Aceh are: 

• Increased drinking and washing water for approximately 100,000 people 

• Emergency latrines for 20,000 people 

• Shelter materials for IDPs in camps (preferably family sized tents). 

• Additional nutritionally balanced food. 
 
Sri Lanka 

Summary: Flash floods caused further damage and delays.  Further details on scale 
of destruction.  Aid operation well under way.  Assessments still incomplete. 
 
As of 1 January 2005, of the 25 districts in the country, 12 have been severely 
affected. As of 31 December, the Government is reporting over 82,320 houses 
destroyed. The tidal wave has particularly affected the coastal districts of Jaffna, 
Mullativu, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Ampara, Hambantota, Matara and Galle.   Initial 
reports indicate that the Liberation Tamil Tigers Eelam (LTTE) have been effective in 
organising the relief effort in the northern states.  Nevertheless, there is extensive 
structural damage and wells contaminated with seawater.  Prior to the tsunami latrine 
coverage was only 30% all of which have been washed away.  Primary healthcare 
has been affected but is functioning although it is understaffed (as it was prior to 26 
December). (Merlin) 
 
Heavy monsoon rain over the past 24 hours means that many already damaged 
roads are clogged and flooded.  Officials said at least 15 camps sheltering about 
30,000 people have been hit by flash flooding (330 mm of rain overnight) in Ampara 
district. (Sky News) 
 
65% of the homeless are living in 500+ camps/ad hoc concentrations of homeless 
people which have appeared and are in need of assistance. (WHO) 
 
20% (140,000) of the estimated 700,000 people who need food assistance have 
already received food. (UN quoted by AFP)  
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So far safe water is being provided through the municipal piped water supply 
systems in the camps located in temples and schools in those places where medical 
teams visited. Sanitation and garbage disposal are the important public health 
issues, which needs to be addressed in a planned manner. (WHO) 
 
Primary health care in temporary shelters for IDPs is poor, therefore strengthening of 
the district health sector is a priority. (WHO) 
 
The Ministry of Health has issued a statement saying they have sufficient 
pharmaceuticals and that no more are required.  However, there remain reports that 
there are shortages at field level.  (DFID Field team) 
 
A report of an outbreak of cholera at a camp in Galle has been denied by the director 
of the local hospital. (Deutsche Presse Agentur) 
 
There are beginning to be some concerns amongst aid agencies that the authorities 
are delaying the distribution of aid by insisting all aid is routed through official 
channels; however the authorities say they are merely trying to streamline 
operations. (BBC)  
 
Galle: While there is access to the district, there is considerable damage to 
infrastructure including to roads and bridges. 70 percent of buildings immediately 
located on the coastline have been completely destroyed and at least 30 percent of 
structures have suffered damage up to 1 km inland. Of immediate concern is the 
damage caused to the health centres, in particular the Galle Maternity hospital. 
(Source: OCHA) 
 
There remain fears of potential water and vector-borne disease outbreaks. While 
there has been a disruption to water supply, potable water is available. However, the 
lack of sanitation facilities is a major concern. (UNDAC) 
 
The main hospital in Galle is well equipped. It has enough doctors, nurses and plenty 
of medical supplies but not every one is able to reach the hospital as there is no 
public transport. (BBC) 
 
Ampara: Damage to infrastructure includes six hospitals which has significantly 
disrupted health services. Public buildings are being used as temporary shelters for 
those who have lost their homes. Water supplies are generally disrupted and there 
remains a shortage of clean drinking water. Food supply is adequate and supported 
by local donations although will become an issue in the medium term. (UNDAC) 
 
Matara: Secondary roads are in poor condition and may hamper efforts to bring relief 
supplies to those affected. Food and water is available to affected communities 
although concerns remain on the health situation in view of the limited sanitary 
conditions. (UNDAC) 
 
Hambantot: Affected areas are accessible although road clearance remains an issue 
in some areas. No hospitals in the district were damaged although several health 
centres have been affected. Electricity and water supplies have been disrupted. 95 % 
of fishing boats have been lost or destroyed which will have a significant impact on 
livelihoods. Shelter remains a primary need. (UNDAC) 
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Secondary threat of water and vector borne disease are well recognised as the 
greatest concern. Further flooding caused by heavy rains in some areas is 
hampering the relief effort and exacerbating poor sanitary conditions of those 
displaced. (OCHA) 
 
The immediate priority areas of response are for water and sanitation, health, shelter, 
food and non-food items. (OCHA) 
 
Many schools were destroyed by the tidal waves. Others have been turned into 
welfare centres and it is unlikely that any will be reopened for some time. The Sri 
Lankan Ministry of Education has taken immediate steps to rebuild schools in the 
affected areas. (SCF UK) 
 
India 

Summary: Majority of dead in Tamil Nadu.  Distribution problems.  UNICEF are 
confirmed as the lead UN agency for relief in India, and have access in Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 
 
Majority of dead in Tamil Nadu. The numbers could keep rising as information comes 
in from remote areas. At least 140,000 people, mostly from fishing families, are in 
relief centres. There are problems of distribution of aid along the southern coast, with 
more remote regions still lacking even safe drinking water. (Source: BBC) 
 
Confirmation that UNICEF have access for relief work and to undertake further 
assessments in N&A Islands and are designated lead, coordinating UN Agency in 
India. Thought likely that other agencies poised to assist in Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands – Oxfam, MSF – will be permitted to act soon on both needs assessments 
and the provision of relief.  
 
ADRA report they are distributing non-food emergency items such as blankets and 
shelter material in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Local NGO; SEEDS, a partner 
organisation of Christian Aid, issued an early field report which places estimates of 
casualties in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands at some 15,000.  
 

Maldives 

UNDAC and UN country team sitrep of 2 January reiterates the scale of damage in 
the Maldives. Reports that UNDAC and WFP estimate there are approximately 
17,000 IDPs who will require food assistance for the period of reconstruction. 
 
UNDAC team SITREP of 1 January reiterates:  

• 100,000 people (one-third of population) require immediate assistance.  
• Transport and logistical coordination remain principal priorities given the 

dispersion of those in need and the difficult conditions for aid delivery.  
• Donors to expect significant request in transportation and logistics in the 

forthcoming flash appeal.  
• 29 Islands remain without direct communication links (although 5 have mobile 

telephony service). (Source: UN Country Team Report 1 January) 
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The report also covers the initial environmental impact assessment outlining the 
small amount of environmental damage from a small oil spill.  
 
WHO report 144 cases of diarrhoea and 89 cases of viral fever 
 
Thailand 

Summary: Number of dead likely to rise, perhaps considerably.  Major volunteer 
effort.  Pang-Nga the hardest hit province. 
 
New bodies are still being discovered daily and the number of dead is still believed to 
be higher than reported to date: estimates of up to 11,000 people killed are being 
cited. (Source: OCHA) 
 
Assessments in four districts (Phangna and Ranong in the northern part of the 
affected area and Krabi and Thang in the southern part) confirmed that the focus is 
still on the retrieval and identification of dead bodies, so provincial authorities are not 
yet in a position to provide clear details on to extent of damage to infrastructure and 
rehabilitation needs. (Source: OCHA)  
  
Shelter and recovery of livelihood seem to be priority areas. (Source: OCHA) 
 
UNDAC reported one of the most striking observations during their field visit to 
Ranong & PangNga was to see the extensive effort of national Thai volunteers in 
helping search and rescue, working in the mortuary, and (donating) and distributing 
food, bottled water and clothes.  However, the relief work is chaotic with a clear lack 
of coordination, cooperation and communication.  
  
The Thai government have provided initial figures on compensation for affected 
families.  The Red Cross is to appeal for compensation to include 4-5 new boats per 
community. 
  
PangNga is the hardest hit province in Thailand.  Recovery of bodies continues but 
some clearing and reconstruction work has started.  More than 50 hotels were 
destroyed:  rebuilding will take an estimated 6 -12 months. (Source: UNDAC) 
 
Burma 

Summary: Real number of dead likely to be much higher than official figure.  Water 
and sanitation likely to be a major issue. 
 
To date, no official request for assistance. However, WFP report that local authorities 
at all levels have expressed their appreciation for their recommendations on supply 
of urgent food rations and would welcome donors. 
 
90 dead described as ‘fiction’ in Sunday Telegraph article. Telegraph correspondent 
in Burma reports foreign diplomat in Rangoon saying that true figure is “in the 
thousands”. Article reports that town of Kawthong is the worst hit (where Myanmar 
Red Cross have set up three relief points). Article reports that Aid Workers have 
continually pressed the Government for permission to inspect the Islands but have 
been ‘rebuffed’. Rangoon have accepted a ‘token’ amount of aid from China of 
£104k. Reports that SA backpackers and ‘Christian’ charity workers have not been 
contactable for over a week. (Source: Sunday Telegraph) 
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The Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) report (1 January) states that the area to the 
south west of Rangoon (Irrawaddy), has also suffered major damage. The Federation 
stated that aid agencies have expressed concern that casualty figures are being 
under-reported.  
 
The IFRC also reports that the UN has offered basic assistance to the Government 
(unclear if this offer has been accepted / refused). 
 
Suggestion from UK NGO network that the water (saline pollution of water sources) 
and sanitation issue could be affecting up to 500,000 people.  
 
 
Malaysia 

Nothing further to report. 
 
Somalia 

Summary: 
 
In addition to the two food distribution teams already in place (Harfun, and Gara’ad), 
the WFP have now begun distributing food in Bander Beyla. 
 
Seychelles 

Nothing further to report. 
 
HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
(DFID response is detailed on pages 2 to 4) 
 
Sri Lanka 
 
In Sri Lanka, the immediate response from the UN system includes the following:  

• Release and distribution by UNHCR of relief items totalling USD380,000 

• Release and on going distribution of 5,300MTS of food by WFP with 
USD500,000 made available for the local purchase of urgently needed food 
stocks 

• Provision of 15 UNICEF New Emergency Health Kits (NEHKs) to the Ministry 
of Health. They will allow 15 hospitals to service the needs of 150,000 people 
for three months. UNICEF has also distributed shelter and non-food relief 
packages for up to 30,000 people. 

• UNICEF procured three 6,000-litre water bowsers for Batticaloa, Matara and 
Ampara on 31 December.  

• Provision of USD150,000 from UNFPA to support assessment of hygiene 
needs and psycho social support. 

• Provision of 900,000 water purification tablets and four emergency health kits 
sufficient for 10,000 people for 3 months. 

• Support from FAO to assess damages to fisheries and agriculture sector. 
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Thailand 
 
A task force for Disaster Victim Identification (DVI) has been established and is 
chaired by Deputy Chief of the Royal Thai Police. 18 international DVI teams are 
active in Thailand at the moment. There are still some problems in moving forensic 
teams from Phuket to the different working places by helicopters. The Australian 
team has provided a liaison officer to coordinate the transport of teams.  
 
The morgue administration has been a critical area with thousands of bodies rapidly 
decomposing in the warm climate. Temples are used as morgues and in the largest 
one more than 3,000 bodies are collected. Cold storages are now being organised 
and will hopefully be in place within the next two days.  
 
The majority of the tourists that survived the tsunami have already been repatriated 
to their countries of origin. There are still injured people remaining in the local 
hospitals.  
 
Transport capacity has been enhanced by the arrival of helicopters from Singapore, 
Japan and US.  
 
A team of five specialist paediatricians and five nurses were dispatched by UNICEF 
to provide psychosocial care and support to affected children in affected provinces.  
 
MOD support 

As reportedly previously, HMS Chatham (frigate) is heading for Sri Lanka and is due 
to arrive 3 January. RFA Diligence, an engineering support ship is due to arrive in Sri 
Lanka 4 January. RFA Bayleaf, a refuelling ship, is in Dubai and will support the 
above two ships. The DFID representative in Sri Lanka is in the process of drafting 
tasks to be undertaken by the Chatham and the Diligence upon its arrival. These 
tasks are likely to include clearing sunken vessels, which are currently obstructing 
the ports. 
 
A military liaison officer (MLO) will be assigned to the CHAD crisis room from 3 
January. 
 
UN response 

Developments in the last 24 hours 
 
A Humanitarian Information Centre (equipment funded by DFID) will be deployed to 
Banda Aceh. Estimated to arrive 8 January. 
 
EU response 

As previously reported, ECHO has made a donation of € 23m (UK share £2.9m) to 
the tsunami relief effort. 
 
Also, previously reported, Louis Michel (EU Development and Humanitarian 
Commissioner) and Luxembourg Presidency are to undertake a mission to Sri Lanka 
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and Indonesia on 1-6 January; reporting back to EU Development Ministers meeting 
on Friday 7 January. 
 
ECHO HQ confirm that they have received over 100 proposals/concept notes for 
consideration for funding. Note: ECHO are funding operations by implementing NGO 
and multilateral partners and are not undertaking or co-ordinating interventions 
directly. Following a needs assessment ECHO funding envelope is presently targeted 
thus: 
 
Indonesia € 8m (additional 2m reserve) 

• ECHO responding to recently completed first report on Banda Aceh, likely to 
fund UNICEF. Also likely to fund WHO regional appeal for epidemiological 
survey across the region. 

 
Sri Lanka € 8m  

• Focus on North of Island on watsan, food supplies, child vulnerability issues, 
IDPs (through UNCHR) and the provision of medicines. 

 
Maldives EURO  2m 

• No details at present. 
 
ECHO suggest that it is likely that there will be more funds available should need be 
identified. 
 
Red Cross/Crescent Movement 

 
A Japanese Red Cross team specialising in emergency health care arrived by 
helicopter in the town of Meuloboh, on the west coast of the Indonesian province of 
Aceh, on Saturday. The team is working as part of the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies operation in Indonesia, which is focusing on 
the most vulnerable communities on the west coast of Aceh between Tapaktuang 
and Meulaboh. They have been joined by a Spanish Red Cross water and sanitation 
team, which is putting in place equipment to provide clean water for up to 40,000 
people. (Source: Federation) 
 
NGOs and other organisations 

Developments in the last 24 hours 
 
Sri Lanka 
Save the Children Response now have 155 staff working in Sri Lanka undertaking 
the following: 

• The distribution of dry food rations, household consumables (such as mosquito 
coils) and basic personal items (such as soap and items of clothing) to 37,000 
families  

• A Charter flight departed from UK on Sunday 2 January carrying large tents 
suitable for creating child friendly spaces, tarpaulins, bedsheets, water purification 
tablets and generators and communication equipment. The cost of this flight has 
been provided by DFID. 
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• UNICEF and Save the Children will meet with the Department of Child Care and 
Probation and the National Child Protection Authority on Sunday 2 January to 
start developing comprehensive plans for the better protection of children affected 
by this disaster.  

 
An Oxfam aid flight left on the 29 December carrying 27 tons of emergency water 
equipment worth US$190,000 going first to Sri Lanka and then to Indonesia. 
In Batticoloa too, staff were involved in rescue and medical assistance, taking a 
number of people to hospital. Oxfam staff are already providing temporary latrines, 
roofing sheets, plastic sheeting for shelter, mats, bed sheets and sanitary towels. In 
Killinochchi, staff provided cooked food to people waiting for the release of the bodies 
of their relatives.  
 
Oxfam is preparing locally 25,000 packs of food, containing rice, flour, dhal, fish, 
sugar and cereal, plus 10,000 packs with soap, sanitary towels, candles and matches 
IFRC staff visiting Galle, Matara, Hikkaduwa, Kalutawa. 
Water bowsers x 11: Matara, Trinca, Ampa, Galle, Batti, Kalutara, Killinochchi, 
Mullativu. 
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