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1. OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The situation in Sri Lanka continued to be very unstable. Open military conflict is already 
prevailing in DO1 and DO4 areas and the violence may quickly spread to other Districts. 
Fighting has been ongoing in Trincomalee District for more than three weeks. It is still 
unclear if SLA managed to get control over Mavil Aru sluice gates, which was the initial 
objective for Government (GoSL) to start the offensive. LTTE has responded by making 
smaller attacks on SF positions in and around Trincomalee. In the evening the 17 August 
LTTE attacked a number of SLN installations near DO4 accommodation north of 
Trincomalee and the monitors had to take shelter as shelling and small arms firing continued 
throughout the night. As a result, DO4 relocated to a safer location in Dambulla the following 
day. Several NGOs have also decided to leave Trincomalee due to security reasons. 
 
Fighting on Jaffna peninsula concentrated to the central and southern part of the FDL and 
the initial offensive by the LTTE seemed to have been stopped.  LTTE shelling against Palali 
airport continues and SLA are firing back against suspected LTTE artillery positions south of 
Jaffna Lagoon. GoSL-controlled areas have been sealed off since the 11 August as the 
Entry/Exit Point along A9 in Muhamali is in the midst of the fighting and no airplanes can 
land. Currently, the only mean of transport in or out of Jaffna is by sea (SLN) or by SLAF 
helicopters that are also targeted by the LTTE. The SF are very hesitant to assist SLMM and 
it took SLMM three days of negotiations to evacuate one monitor with helicopter. Supplies 
are running short and SLMM DO1 only has enough fuel and food for one more week.  
Curfew has been imposed since the fighting started except for a few hours some days and it 
is very difficult for the population to get supplies or move away from the conflict areas. The 
International Community is in the process to arrange a joint ICRC led evacuation from Jaffna 
by boat some time next week. GoSL prefers however that the international organizations 
stay in Jaffna and delays can thus not be ruled out. Due to shelling close to DO5 
office/accommodation on Saturday night, it was decided to withdraw all monitors from 
Batticaloa to Colombo not later than Monday 21 August. 
 
Both Parties are preparing their readiness on crucial parts of the FDL strengthening their 
defense lines and reinforcing their troops. All Entry/Exit points to LTTE controlled areas 
were closed by both the GoSL and the LTTE with minor local exceptions for humanitarian 
reasons. SLMM travel to and from Kilinochchi has been restricted by GoSL and the LTTE 
has clarified that SLMM must make a written request in advance each time we want to cross 
Omanthai Entry/Exit Point. Various NGOs planned to leave Kilinochchi in an ICRC led 
convoy the 18 August but LTTE did not allow them to leave. They will make a new attempt 
the 21 August.  
 
SLAF bombed what they claimed was a LTTE training camp west of Mullaitivu the 14 
August. SLMM went to the spot a few hours later and could confirm that a children’s home 
had been targeted in the air strike. All small children had however left the compound a few 
days earlier to make space for a few hundred 17-20 year old girls attending what LTTE 
called a live-in first-aid course. Some 50 persons were killed and more than 100 injured in 
the attack. SLMM was not able to confirm the GoSL claims that the girls were given military 
training. 
 
The targeting of VIPs in Colombo continued. On Monday, a bomb blasted near the Liberty 
roundabout in central Colombo killed four soldiers escorting the High Commissioner of 
Pakistan. Three civilians, including a child, were also killed. More similar attacks are likely to 
follow the coming weeks. 
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The latest developments makes it very difficult for SLMM to carry out is mandated tasks due 
to limitations in the freedom of movement and lack of cooperation from the Parties. It is 
evident that the Parties are now disregarding the CFA and are not able to live up to its 
security guarantees towards SLMM. 
 
Due to the unstable situation, SLMM Head of Mission decided to prepare for a temporary 
withdrawal of all monitors to Colombo this week to ensure the security of the monitors and 
allow the mission to focus on the upcoming transfer. A new Acting HOM is recruited but he 
and additional monitors will arrive very late and it is crucial for a smooth transformation that 
some EU- citizens are allowed to stay after September 1. Both the monitors and the Parties 
have agreed to that arrangement. 
 
 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 
 
The Norwegian Government announced 21 August that Major General Lars Johan Sølvberg 
has been appointed as Acting Head Mission. He will take up his position on 1 September 
2006. 
 
The mission is preparing for the withdrawal of Danish, Finish and Swedish monitors by the 
end of the month. In order to continue with a reduced number of monitors, DO2 in Mannar 
started to transfer its responsibilities to DO3 in Vavuniya and DO6 in Ampara started to 
transfer its responsibilities to DO5 in Batticaloa. The completion of the transfer is however 
depending on how the security situation develops. One Finnish monitor had end of tour, 
leaving the mission with a total of 50 monitors. 
 
 
 
 
 

Maj Gen Ulf Henricsson 
Head of Mission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex1: Incident map 
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Claymore Mine / Bomb
Air strike
Shelling
Hand Grenade/Small Arms
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