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Pledges and contributions 

The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) is pleased to acknowledge the receipt, for 2008, of 
eleven new contributions (as of 31 March) totalling $76,136,538. 
They were made by Bangladesh ($5,000), Botswana ($5,000), 
Germany ($14,790,000), Greece ($300,000), the Holy See 
($5,000), Hungary ($20,000), Iceland ($250,000), Kazakhstan 
($50,000), Malaysia ($100,000), South Africa ($221,538), and the 
United Kingdom ($60,390,000). 

OCHA encourages all Member States to turn their pledges 
into contributions as soon as possible, because these donations 
ensure that the CERF, as a strategic financial instrument of 
donor governments, assists the most vulnerable populations 
suffering from a disaster or a conflict. 

Country highlights 

In March 2008, the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC) 
approved close to $7 million in grants from the CERF’s 
window for rapid response. 

IRAQ – A $1.56 million CERF grant is enabling eleven non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) to sustain humanitarian 
activities in Iraq.  

The allocation goes to the Expanded Humanitarian 
Response Fund (ERF) for Iraq, which addresses gaps in several 
sectors, including food, non-food items (NFIs), safe drinking 
water and sanitation, as well as basic health care.  

The eleven projects aim to assist 13,000 affected families 
representing some 77,600 internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and other vulnerable residents. 

LESOTHO – The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 
started receiving reports at the beginning of February saying 
animals were dying of an unknown disease in several villages in 
Maseru District. Laboratory tests conducted by the Ministry of 
Health revealed that the disease was anthrax. 

Since then, anthrax has broken out in 26 villages in the two 
districts of Maseru and Mafeteng. So far, 379 animals have been 
infected, out of which more than 90% died. After handling or 
consuming infected meat, 321 people have contracted the 
disease, and six have died. 

Livestock is an important asset for most households due to 
the sale of products such as milk, wool and mohair. In addition, 
the meat and milk the animals provide contribute to food 
security.

At the Children’s Hospital in Muqdadiyah (Iraq)                    [Photo: DVIC]

More than 740,000 animals need to be vaccinated, but the 
Government’s resources cover only 440,000 of these. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is using 
almost $240,000 from the CERF to procure and administer the 
vaccine to 300,000 cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, horses and 
donkeys.

In addition, FAO is carrying out a multimedia campaign 
informing residents in the affected areas and surrounding 
districts about the dangers of anthrax. 



MADAGASCAR – During the rainy season, multiple tropical 
storms affected cities and villages across the island and led to 
extensive flooding aggravated by cyclone Ivan when it made 
landfall on the northeastern coast in mid-February. 

The market in Tamasina (Madagascar) in the aftermath of cyclone Ivan 
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With a $1 million CERF allocation, the World Food 
Programme (WFP) is assisting 200,000 people with food until 
the next harvest in May or June.  WFP is also providing air 
support to the Government and to NGOs to ensure the timely 
delivery of relief aid to flood victims in remote areas, using 
another CERF grant of $400,000. 

The CERF has allocated over $2.5 million to the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF). With these funds the agency is 
providing safe water and sanitation in disaster-hit rural areas. It 
is also supplying sanitation and hygiene kits and constructing 
mobile latrines. In collaboration with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), 
UNICEF is supplying essential drugs for health facilities, while 
supporting immunization and vitamin supplementation for 
children under five. In addition, pregnant or breastfeeding 
women and young children are receiving long-lasting 
insecticide-treated nets. 

UNICEF is also distributing emergency shelter materials, 
tools and non-food items to 2,000 people in several heavily 
flooded areas. While schools and health centres are being 
disinfected and reconstructed, UNICEF is providing temporary 
structures and additional learning spaces. It is also assisting 
school authorities in improving children’s return to school. 
Furthermore, the UN agency is establishing 20 child-friendly 
spaces in accommodation centres, while training community 
members and officials on how to prevent violence against 
children, women and other vulnerable groups. 

With $126,000 from the CERF, UNFPA is providing 
materials for clean and safe childbirth in order to prevent neonatal 
and maternal morbidity. It is also familiarizing beneficiaries with 
precautions against HIV/AIDS infection. FAO is using a $256,000 
CERF allocation to enable 2,000 of the most affected rural 
households to restart agricultural production by distributing seeds. 

A $320,000 CERF grant is allowing WHO to control 
disease outbreaks through monitoring and supporting health 
systems in the most affected regions.  WHO is also supplying 
essential drugs, health personnel, technical training, health 
education, and sensitization to diseases, while strengthening 
mobile health services in hard to reach areas. 

MOZAMBIQUE – On 9 March, tropical cyclone Jokwe hit 
northern and central Mozambique, killing at least seven people. 
The storm left a trail of destruction in its path, partially or 
totally destroying thousands of homes, uprooting trees and 
severely damaging power lines, leaving several towns and 
villages without electricity. 

Mozambique is yet to recover from the floods in January 2008 
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WFP is providing food rations to 60,000 people who have 
lost their homes, food reserves, crops and livelihoods. A CERF 
grant of almost $550,000 is enabling the WFP to purchase 
emergency food commodities locally, including cereal, pulses 
and oil, and distribute them over the course of one month, 
while planning a medium-term response. 

Subscribe to the CERF newsletter 

If you want to receive our newsletter every month in your 
electronic mailbox, please send a short note to cerf@un.org.


