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Heavy rainfall between the 27

th
 December 2009 and 5

rd
 January 2010 has caused massive flooding in 

Northern, Central  and Western Kenya leaving an estimated 23 411 people affected by floods. Thousands 
more are feared to be at risk if heavy rains persist. Roads, Bridges and other infrastructure (school buildings, 
business premises) have been damaged. Reports indicate that thousands of livestock have been washed 
away. Crops have also been damaged although the impact is yet to be fully assessed. The Kenya Red Cross 
Society estimates that 5 or more people have died from flooding across the country during this period.  

In Turkana (northern Kenya), the District Commissioner states that  20, 000 people in seven villages 
(Morulem, Katilia, Elelea, Lopeduru, Kaibole, Lokubae and Nakukula/Lochakula) are severely affected by 
floods through displacement, loss of life, damage/loss of shelter and other assets, and loss of livelihoods. Two 
irrigation canals and river banks have been destroyed and river water have flooded nearby villages.  In 
Morulem Scheme, the whole community has been evacuated to Lokori area and now hosted at the Lokori 
RCEA Church. Sections of the road between Lodwar and Lokori have been swept away by the floods 
although Lokori is still accessible by road. Most affected is the section around Kalemngorok.  The main 
highway to Lodwar was swept away at Lokichar during the last week of December. World Vision reports that 
there have been repairs and normal transportation resumed on 5 January. In East Pokot, 210 households 
have been displaced by floods. Areas affected in East Pokot are Longewani and Ngambo.  Sixty-four (64) 
households in West Pokot are affected by the floods.   

In western Kenya, Nyando district, heavy rains pummeled the districts for three consecutive days (1-3 
January) causing flash floods in four sub- locations of North Nyakach- Gem Rae, Gen Nam, Nyakongo and 
Ayweyo – and affecting 12 villages.  An estimated 340 households have been affected with another 2,000 
people said to be at risk of displacement. The Kenya Red Cross Society reports that an estimated 300 people 
(47 households) have been evacuated to safer and higher grounds at St. Alloys evacuation site.  

Homa Bay, western Kenya, heavy rains caused flooding on 29 December and affected 296 persons in 81 
households. The floods swept away parts of the community’s farms and disrupted the fishing activities which 
form a main source of livelihoods to the population.  In Naivasha (central Kenya), 1115 households have been 
affected by floods, among them post-election violence IDPs in Transit camps. The 1000 IDP households' dire 
humanitarian situation with poor tented shelter has been exacerbated by the heavy rains. 

Heavy rains on 12/13 December in western Kenya caused flooding and affected some 300 households who 
were displaced to family and friends. The displacements were temporary and families started to return to their 
homes in Nyando district, three villages were marooned and several pit latrines submerged. On 23 
December, two people died in Nairobi after heavy rains caused uprooted trees which fell on moving vehicles. 
The Kenya Red Cross reports that between December 2009 and 5 January 2010, 21 people have been 
confirmed dead from consequences of heavy downpours in eight districts.  

 
I. HIGHLIGHTS 

• An estimated 23 411 people affected by floods in Northern, Central and Western Kenya  

• The majority of the affected are in Turkana East in Northern Kenya   

• Twenty-one (21) people confirmed dead from flooding in eight districts since December 2009 

• Roads, bridges and other infrastructure suffer massive damage 

• Marooned villages inaccessible challenging the response  

• Post-Election Violence IDPs in tented Transit camps in Naivasha affected by floods 
 

II. Situation Overview 
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

  

Food 

Needs 

General food distribution is required for the thousands of people affected. Whilst some initial distribution has 
been made at displacement sites, there is need to ensure that sustained assistance is provided to affected 
populations. Some communities (an estimated 56 households) in Nyakongo sub location have also lost their 
staple maize which was washed away in granaries. Food assistance is required especially for Turkana, the 
worst affected area.  

Response 

Generally, the KRCS has collaborated with the Provincial Administration to distribute food to affected 
populations. The KRCS has provided some fifty-five 90kg bags of maize and 85 Kitchen sets to affected 
populations in Homa Bay; 2 bags of rice, 3 bags of beans and 100 litres of vegetable oil have been distributed 
to affected populations in Nyando district.  

Key gaps 

The loss of livestock and farmlands washed away highlights the need for assistance to recovery efforts which 
are currently not being looked at.   

 

Emergency Shelter and NFIs  
Needs 

In Turkana, 10 000 people need shelter. The KRCS says that tentsare required for 4,000 households. 
Affected populations need household utensils.  

Response 

World Vision is trying to provide shelter assistance to 800 households in Lokori in Turkana South. The KRCS 
has provided mosquito nets, blankets, water containers and Kitchen sets to affected families in Homa Bay. In 
Turkana, KRCS has released 4000 family kits to Lokori and Lochichar locations.  KRCS confirmed distribution 
of NFIs and food items to the affected populations in West Pokot.  

Key gaps 

There is a gap in response to IDP families in Naivasha transit camps.  

 

Water, Health and Sanitation  

Needs 

In Turkana district, flooding has heightened concerns for a cholera outbreak. Last December, the district 
faced an unprecedented cholera outbreak. The KRCS says there is urgent need to stock up on cholera 
treatment drugs in case the disease spreads. There is need for pit latrines in Turkana to avert disease 
outbreaks from submerged latrines. Water sources need chlorination.   

Response 

The District Public Health Office in Nyakach (Nyando district in western Kenya) has distributed 10 water 
containers, 52 sachets of water purifiers, 500 tablets of Aqua tabs, 12 bars of soap and 15 sachets of ORS. In 
health promotion, the KRCS response team together with the district public health officers has started hygiene 
promotion campaigns to sensitize displaced communities on safe sanitation practices. UNICEF is dispatching 
an inter-agency health kit for 30,000 people for one month. Additionally upon the request of the Ministry of 
Health, UNICEF is dispatching to Turkana: 50 drums of chlorine powder, 20 pool testers with chemicals, 500 
PUR (water purification) boxes, 1,500 Jericans, 200,000 chlorine tablets.  

Key gaps 

A WASH assessment planned for 6-12 January will determine concrete gaps in the sector.  
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OTHER OUTSTANDING NEEDS/ CONSTRAINTS 

• Access to affected villages has been challenging and only possible through four wheel drive vehicles. 
Main bridge connecting Lokori and Morelem (in Turkana) requires urgent reconstruction.  

• Logistics and transport support is required for the government and other actors on the ground. 

• Evacuation of populations in affected and high risk areas is urgent in Lokukabe Irrigation Scheme in 
Turkana.  

• Ascertaining actual number of people in need of humanitarian response for some areas that so far 
have general affected populations.  

• In the long run, rehabilitation of damaged irrigation canals, bridges and schools in Turkana. 

• River bank protection is required in Turkana to avoid further bank overflows 

 
Assessments 
Several assessments have been undertaken by the government and the Kenya Red Cross in Turkana, 
Nyando and Homa Bay on 4

th
, 3

rd
 January and 29 December respectively. OCHA will join a UNICEF-led 

WASH assessment to be conducted 6- 12 January 2010 in Turkana.  

 

 
The Government of Kenya (GoK), through the Provincial Administration is leading coordination of response, 
supported by the Kenya Red Cross society, UNICEF, World Vision on the ground.  OCHA is working with all 
the partners in response activities and assessing the level of needs and gaps through the consolidated 
information received at Nairobi level.  
  
.  

  
NTR  
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 
 

 
Nairobi, Jeanine Cooper, Head of Office – OCHA Kenya, cooper1@un.org, +254-20-762-5155, 
 
Nairobi: Patrick Lavandhomme, Deputy Head of Office-OCHA Kenya, lavandhomme@un.org, +254-762-20-762-5148 
 
Nairobi:  Thandie Mwape, Humanitarian Affairs Officer/Reporting & Analysis OCHA Kenya, mwapet@un.org,  
+254-20-762-5316 
 
New York: Alfred Nabete, Desk Officer, nabete@un.org, +1917-367-2649 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email sophia.ndunge@undp.org 

iii. Coordination 

V. Funding 

VI. Contact 


