
   

  

PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate release –  

Education Above All Foundation Calls for Those Responsible for Attacks on 
Education to Provide Reparations to Affected Families and Communities  

The call is made a day before the world marks the UN Day for Protection of Education from 
Attack, in midst of growing violence against students, teachers and schools 

 

Doha – New York, (8 September 2021) – Education Above All (EAA), the global education foundation, 
issued a call today for reparations and compensation of victims of attacks on education. The call was made 
ahead of a high-level virtual event to mark the UN International Day for the Protection of Education from 
Attack and comes as recently released figures show a dramatic increase in attacks on education in 2020, 
despite COVID-19-related school closures. According to the Global Coalition to Protect Education from 
Attack (GCPEA) – of which EAA is a founding member – there were 2,400 documented attacks on 
education in 2020, a 33% increase since 2019.  

“Attacks on education around the world are increasing each year, depriving millions of young people of a 
future. The students and staff who are killed or injured in these attacks are not collateral damage; they 
are victims of deliberate attacks, targeted in the very spaces where they should be safe to learn and teach. 
It is time for the international community to move beyond calls for accountability and to work on concrete 
ways to stop attacks,” said Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, Chairperson of EAA and UN 
Sustainable Development Goals Advocate. 

EAA noted that international law already includes rules to hold perpetrators accountable and to require 
them to pay reparations and compensation to victims. EAA advocates for the enforcement of these 
international rules to ensure justice for victims of attacks on education.  

Thursday’s Protect Education for Sustainable Peace virtual event provides a forum to discuss issues 
relating to accountability and justice for victims of violence against education. Co-organised by EAA, the 
Qatar Mission to the United Nations, UNICEF, UNESCO and the UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Children and Armed Conflict, the day will bring together Global and UN leaders, 
youth advocates, policy makers and academics to discuss how to protect education and build sustainable 
peace.  

EAA’s appeal to the global community comes as part of its three-year #UniteToProtect global campaign to 
end education on attacks through the collection of data on attacks as a basis for evidence generation, 
accountability, grassroots advocacy and sustainable peacebuilding. 

 

ENDS - 



   

 

More on the Protect Education for Sustainable Peace High-Level Event: 

The High-Level Event is scheduled take place on Thursday 9 September from 830AM to 1030AM ET. It 
will bring together the UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres, the heads of UNICEF and UNESCO, the 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court Karim Khan, the President of the ICRC, Presidents, Prime 
Ministers and senior government officials from over 10 countries including Niger, Guinea, Venezuela, 
Croatia, Turkey, Finland, the Ukraine, and the State of Palestine, and youth from countries and regions 
directly affected by attacks on education. 
 
To see more details, click here. 
To view live, click here.  
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Notes to editors:  
 
About the International Day to Protect Education from Attack  
 
Established by UN General Assembly resolution (A/RES/74/275), following a call to action by Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, the International Day is a global platform for decision-makers to focus on 
safeguarding education in conflict and building peace. It draws attention to the plight of more than 75 
million 3-to-18-year-olds living in 35 crisis-affected countries that need urgent educational support. 
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Established by UN General Assembly resolution (A/RES/74/275), following a call to action by Her Highness 
Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, the International Day is a global platform for decision-makers to focus on 
safeguarding education in conflict and building peace. It draws attention to the plight of more than 75 
million 3-to-18-year-olds living in 35 crisis-affected countries that need urgent educational support. 

Education Above All (EAA) is a global education foundation established in 2012 by Her Highness Sheikha 
Moza bint Nasser. EAA is committed to protecting education, a fundamental right for all children and an 
essential condition to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). EAA believes education is the 
single most effective means of reducing poverty, generating economic growth and creating peaceful and 
just societies thereby bringing hope and real opportunity to the lives of children, youth and women, 
especially those in poverty, conflict situations, and natural disasters. For more information, 
visit educationaboveall.org. 
 
EAA is comprised of four programmes: Educate A Child (EAC), Al Fakhoora, Reach Out To Asia (ROTA) and 
Protect Education in Insecurity and Conflict (PEIC). In addition to providing access to education for children 
around the world, EAA advocates to safeguard inclusive and quality education for all. 
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