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Concrete steps towards
a millennium free

from hunger

The World Food Programme
and the Millennium Development Goals



Overall WFP Operational Expenditure, 2005

3. Empower women
Putting food in the hands of women guarantees that it gets to those who need it
the most in the household.

• 52 percent of people who received WFP’s help were women or girls

• 10 million women received household rations through general food distributions

• 333,000 women held leadership positions on food management committees

4. Reduce child mortality
53 percent of all child
deaths are related
to malnutrition.

• More than 58 million
children assisted

• Special nutritional support
provided to 8.1 million
malnourished children 

5. Improve maternal health
Poorly nourished women
are more likely to die during
pregnancy or childbirth.

• 2.5 million vulnerable women
received nutritional support 

• 89 percent of pregnant and nursing mothers surveyed received
food fortified with essential vitamins and minerals

6. Combat HIV/AIDS and other diseases
People with HIV need to be well nourished to stay healthy and fight off infection.

• 21 of the 25 countries worst-affected by HIV received WFP assistance

• Food for people living with HIV, their families and communities provided in
41 countries

• Other organizations enabled by WFP operations to spread messages of HIV
awareness and prevention to communities at risk of infection

7. Ensure environmental sustainability
WFP food-for-work, food-for-assets and food-for-training projects can help protect
the local environment and boost resilience after climatic shocks.

• 5.8 million people received WFP food as an incentive to build assets
or attend training

• 33.5 million received food to build resilience and preserve livelihoods

8. Global partnership for development
WFP is engaging new partners from the private and public sector, academic
and non-government world to help it fight hunger and poverty.

• Corporate and private donations equaled US$119 million

• 2,270 non-governmental organizations helped to deliver food in the field and advocate
for the hungry

• 25 joint emergency needs assessments carried out with FAO and UNHCR

• 14 stand-by partners ready and waiting to assist WFP’s rapid emergency response.  

“We have a saying in my country,
when you take hunger out of poverty,
poverty is halved.” 
Chief O. Obasanjo, President of Nigeria
and former Chairman of the African Union

Eliminating poverty and hunger is the number 
one target of the Millennium Development

Goals. And yet, six years after the Summit,
progress on halving the proportion of the world’s
population that suffers from hunger is lagging. In
2000, FAO reported that 826 million people were
undernourished. While significant success in
tackling hunger has been possible in some parts
of the world, by 2005, the number of hungry
people had grown to 852 million1. We still have
a long way to go; we cannot afford to leave
852 million people behind.  

Tackling poverty will not automatically take care
of hunger. For example, while the countries of
northern Africa and Asia have managed to meet
or be on their way to meeting the poverty target,

they have failed to make significant progress in
reducing the number of people suffering from
hunger2. Hunger must be tackled explicitly,
directly and immediately. Failure to do so will
directly affect efforts towards meeting all the
Millennium Development Goals. 

The World Food Programme (WFP) is working
together with its partners in the United Nations,
more than 2,270 non-governmental organizations,
academic and research institutes, and governments
in developed and developing nations in pursuit of
a millennium free from hunger. 

The following is a list of WFP’s work and
achievements towards meeting the Millennium
Development Goals in 2005.

More than half
of these deaths

are associated with
malnutrition

Causes of deaths among children under age five, 2000-2003
(percentage) 

37% Neonatal causes

19% Acute respiratory
infections

Source: The Millennium Development
Goals Report. 2005

17% Diarrhoeal diseases
(post-neonatal)

8% Malaria

4% Measles
3% AIDS

13% Other diseases and injuries

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Helping hungry people saves lives and boosts growth.

• 96.7 million hungry people
in 82 countries reached 

• 4.2 million tons of food
distributed 

• US$2.9 billion spent on
development, emergency
and relief operations

• 67 percent of WFP’s aid
spent in Least Developed
Countries 

2. Achieve universal primary education
Hungry children cannot learn. They are also often kept out of school
to find work or food for their families.

• Meals provided to 21.7 million schoolchildren in 74 countries

• 48 percent of them were girls

• 14 percent increase in number of children enrolled in school where WFP had school
feeding programmes

• 94 percent of children assisted continued class attendance throughout the year 

4% Other 

67%
Least developed

countries

96%
Low-income,
food-deficit
countries

1 Food and Agriculture Organization. The State of Food Insecurity 2004. 2005

2 UN Millennium Project. Investing in Development. 2005

* Statistics from the World Food Programme’s Annual Performance Report for 2005, WFP/EB.A/2006/4
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