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Current issues 

Floods and mudflows hit 20 districts 
The Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil 
Defense (CoES) reports that 20 out of the 58 
districts in Tajikistan were hit by small scale floods 
and mudflows triggered by heavy rains since 9 
April. East Khatlon was subjected to the largest 
number of emergencies, with the Vose district 
being the hardest hit.   

Up to 150 families were temporarily evacuated 
from two villages in Vose after the Yakhsu river 
broke through reinforcements and 14 houses were 
classified as destroyed.  Food reserves and seeds 
were lost, agricultural land flooded and water pipes 
and springs damaged. A mudflow struck 30 houses 
in Dashti Jum in Shurobod district and several 
houses in Tutu jamoat in Muminabad district were 
severely damaged by a stream of rocks and mud.  
The full extent of the damage and loss is still being 
established. 

Damaged house in Vose district | RCST 

The affected communities are cleaning their 
property and making small repairs to infrastructure.  
Heavy machinery provided by local authorities is 
building temporary reinforcements on riverbanks in 
Vose and clearing mudflows in other districts.  The 
international community is providing relief 
assistance, including food and tents, coordinated 
by the REACT coordination group in Kulyab. 

The Red Crescent Society of Tajikistan (RCST) will 
distribute non-food items to 120 affected 
households across the country. Just over $100,000 
were allocated from the International Federation’s 
Disaster Relief Fund for this purpose. 

 
Over one third of rural Tajiks food insecure 
The Food Security Monitoring System of the World 
Food Programme (WFP) reports that overall food 
insecurity has slightly worsened in the first quarter 
of 2010, leaving over one-third of the rural 
population in Tajikistan food-insecure. 

One quarter of the rural dwellers is classified as 
moderately food insecure, up from 20% in the last 
monitoring round, and another 10% remains 
severely food insecure. Almost half of the 
households say they had difficulties in satisfying 
their food needs in the past three months. 81% of 
households report not having sufficient stocks for 
early spring.  

Households that achieved food secure did so 
through the availability of wheat stocks from the 
last harvest,  free food provided by relatives, 
borrowing and begging for food among other 
coping strategies, which will negatively impact on 
living conditions in the long run. 

Adversely affecting food security are the decrease 
of job opportunities in winter, the slump in 
remittances, continued food price increases and ad 
hoc expenditures for the purchase of shares in the 
Roghun hydropower project.  

For more information: cedric.charpentier@wfp.org 

 
_________________________________________ 

Response activities 

Safe sanitation for 500 families in Khuroson 

Save the Children is supporting 500 families, 
displaced by last spring’s mudflow in Khuroson, with 
training on improved hygiene behaviors and access 
to safe sanitation facilities in the new settlements of 
Shohrukh and Oftobak. 
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To date, four Community Water and Sanitation 
Committees with 15 members each were 
established in the two villages and they were 
provided with updated hand outs and other 
materials on hygiene and sanitation. About 1,200 
community members participated in workshops on 
the subject and 1,500 people, mostly children, 
participated in quizzes and competitions to test their 
knowledge on good hygiene practices after the 
training. 

Towards the end of April, construction of 500 
latrines and washing stands for the families will 
start. Authorities, women and children were 
consulted on the design and they agreed on the 
final suitable latrine model. At the end of the 
intervention, the risk of water-borne diseases will be 
reduced for the beneficiary families and their 
communities in Shohrukh and Oftobak. 

The project, part of the REACT Early Recovery 
Appeal, is funded by the Office for Foreign Disaster 
Assistance (OFDA) of the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID). 

For more information: gpoynter@savechildren.org 

 

Seeds for Vanj earthquake victims 

As part of its emergency response to the Vanj 
earthquake, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Nations in Tajikistan will deliver 
20 tons of wheat seeds, over 100 tons of potato 
seeds and 15 tons of urea fertilizers to the 1,000 
households that were most affected by the 
2 January earthquake.  

Project specialists of FAO, in close cooperation with 
Vanj local authorities, will distribute seeds to the 
beneficiaries by mid May 2010.  

For more information: mavjuda.akramova@fao.tj 

 

______________________________________ 

Coordination 

Single approach to measure food security  

More than 40 participants from the Government and 
the international community participated in a 
national consultation on a single consolidated 
approach to classifying food insecurity in any given 
setting on 14 April in Dushanbe. 

Called the Integrated (food security) Phase 
Classification (IPC), the process unites the 

Government, aid agencies, scientists and other 
specialists in sharing their data and knowledge of 
the factors influencing food security. The idea is to 
agree on the severity, causes and forecast of food 
insecurity in their region. These conclusions 
become the foundation for designing the most 
appropriate response to food needs and long-term 
projects to fight hunger by giving people productive, 
sustainable access to food and livelihoods. 

The consultation, held with the support of the Global 
IPC Partnership, is the culmination of a pilot project 
on food security analysis which was launched in 
Tajikistan in 2009. Over the last two months, seven 
regional workshops were held across Tajikistan and 
attended by more than 150 people, mainly 
representatives of the local authorities, with whom 
WFP and other agencies work closely to determine 
the degree of hunger and want in the rural areas. 

For more information: heather.hill@wfp.org 
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