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1. OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The situation in Sri Lanka continued to be unstable, however direct and military 
confrontations between the parties decreased somewhat throughout the week. More or less 
open conflict prevailed in DO1 (Jaffna) and DO4 (Trincomalee) areas and spread to a lower 
extent to DO5 (Batticaloa), but violence has otherwise been contained in the areas already 
affected over the last few weeks. 
 
Shelling has been ongoing in the DO4 area, thereby extending the area conflict into its 
fourth week. There was a lull in the attacks towards the end of the week, and after 
restarting, the shelling continued on a lower level than before. Several INGOs left the area 
and there were rumors of a large offensive being planned by the Governmental forces 
(GOSL) in order to capture Sampoor area back from the LTTE. DO4 relocated temporarily to 
Colombo, but returned to the District by mid week, putting up a temporary office in 
Habarana, but with the goal of returning and continuing monitoring in the District as well as 
returning to old accommodation and office premises. 
 
Fighting on Jaffna peninsula concentrated to the central and southern part of the FDL and 
the initial offensive by the LTTE seemed to have come to an end. GOSL forces continued to 
shell LTTE areas, as well as targeting known strong points with air strikes. The attacks are 
however less extensive and further apart. There have been curfews in place in the whole 
peninsula throughout the week; however these restrictions were also loosened towards the 
weekend. Threats were given by the SF offices that if INOGs leave the area, all equipment 
from offices and accommodations would be confiscated.  
 
As the A9 road has continued to be closed at Muhamalai CP, the only means of transport 
out of Jaffna have been by air or sea. Two DO1 monitors scheduled to leave the mission 
were flown out by SLAF helicopters on Thursday. A ship traveling under ICRC flag and 
carrying supplies for the area finally made it to Jaffna on Friday, refurbishing the peninsula 
with necessary foodstuffs and medical aid. Additionally a ship traveling via Trincomalee 
evacuated members of the International Community out of the area, leaving only a few 
members of ICRC, UNICEF, UNHCR, DDG, HALO Trust, ACF and SLMM staying behind.  
 
The Batticaloa district saw shelling in the Vavunatheevu area, and the IDP situation in 
Vakarai is still precarious, with registration of the refugees having started to take place, 
however the sanitary and food situation is not on a functioning level, and there are still 
problems reaching the whole area. High scale abductions assumedly by the Karuna group 
continued in the area. Tension also increased around Omanthai Entry/Exit Point north of 
Vavuniya with occasional skirmishes between SLA and LTTE increasing the fear that also 
this crossing will be completely closed and a number of NGO staff has thus decided to leave 
Kilinochchi.  
 
The targeting of areas frequented by VIPs in Colombo continued, with a large claymore 
bomb found fastened to a bicycle in a market only 500 m from the SLMM HQ, on 
Wednesday. Fortunately the bomb was detected before it could be set off. 
 
The current limitations in the freedom of movement and lack of cooperation from the Parties 
makes it very difficult for SLMM to carry out is mandated tasks even though some of the 
limitations were eased during the week facilitating SLMM movements to and from 
Kilinochchi and Jaffna. Another positive sign, during Head of Mission’s visit to Kilinochchi, 
was the release of the last police officer held by LTTE since September 2005. 
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2. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 
 
The mission continued to prepare for the withdrawal of Danish, Finish and Swedish 
monitors. Eight monitors left during the week. Another 22 monitors are scheduled to leave 
the coming days, leaving the mission with only 20 Icelandic and Norwegian monitors. The 
Governments of Iceland and Norway have, however, decided to increase the number of 
monitors up to 30 as soon as possible. Recruitment of 10 new monitors is under way. 
 
The Acting Head of Mission Designate, Maj Gen Lars Solvberg, visited Sri Lanka for a four 
day familiarizing tour, including meetings with both parties in Colombo and Kilinochchi, as 
well as meeting with the monitors in Vavnuiya and Colombo. 
 
Due to the current understaffing of the mission the District Offices in Mannar (DO2) and 
Ampara (DO6) were temporarily transferred to Point of Contacts and their responsibilities 
transferred to Vavuniya (DO3) and Batticaloa (DO5) offices respectively. Due to the unstable 
security situation DO5 was however based in Ampara with the aim to move to Batticaloa as 
soon as the situation allows it. Each of the four remaining four District Offices is manned by 
3 monitors while two monitors are still functioning as Liaison Officers in Kilinochchi. Six 
monitors are maintaining their positions at the HQ in Colombo.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maj Gen Ulf Henricsson 
Head of Mission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex1: Incident map 
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