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Donors push CERF closer to funding goal 
In August, CERF received an additional $3,358,198 in pledges 
and paid contributions, bringing the total in 2008 to 
$432,230,575.  CERF is $18 million short of the $450 million 
target set by General Assembly resolution A/RES/61/134 for 
the grant element. 
 

 

CERF Pledges and Contributions – 2008 
Contributor Amount 

Italy $2,935,400
Austria $369,276
Kazakhstan                     $50,000
Philippines $3,522
Sub-total:  August $3,358,198
TOTAL:   2008 $432,230,575

CERF reaches out to private sector  
Since CERF was established, the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), which 
oversees CERF, has looked for opportunities to raise funds 
from the private sector. Recognizing the effectiveness of the 
Fund, a number of private donors have already contributed to 
CERF.  PricewaterhouseCoopers (CERF’s largest corporate 
sponsor), the French reinsurance company SCOR, Western 
Union, the United Nations Foundation, the Alexander Bodini 
Foundation, the Disaster Resource Network, Humanity First 
and private individuals have contributed over $1.2 million to 
CERF. 
 
Several private companies are taking extra steps to raise 
awareness of CERF. The President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Western Union, Ms Christina Gold, has urged other 
companies to support CERF and to take a strategic approach 
toward global disaster and emergency relief. Furthermore, 
DHL has assisted OCHA in developing a marketing plan for 
CERF. 
 
With over $295 billion in contributions, the United States 
represents the largest market for charitable contributions. 
Recent efforts have focused on raising funds from the private 
sector in the US.  OCHA formed a partnership with the UN 
Foundation to expand its reach and attract US tax-deductible 
donations. OCHA is currently developing a promotion 

campaign to introduce the Fund and UN relief work to private 
individuals in the US through print, radio and TV public 
service announcements. OCHA will work with the media to 
activate the campaign following large-scale disasters. 

Member States to be briefed on 9 October  

Mr. John Holmes, the Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
(ERC) will brief Member States on 9 October on the latest 
developments of CERF.  The meeting will be held in the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Chamber at the UN 
in New York from 1500 – 1600 hrs. 

New Chief for the CERF Secretariat 

After nearly two years serving as the Chief of the CERF 
Secretariat, Mr. Rudi Muller has left the 
CERF Secretariat to take up his new 
assignment as Deputy Director of 
OCHA’s Coordination and Response 
Division in New York.  Under Mr. 
Muller’s management, CERF grew from 
just under $300 million in 2006 to $432 
million a year (and counting) in pledges 
and contributions.  Mr. Muller oversaw 
the establishment of procedures and 
systems for the proper management of the 
Fund so that it serves as an effective 
humanitarian response tool. 

Mr.  Rudi Muller

Mr. Steve O'Malley has replaced Mr. Muller as the new Chief 
of the CERF Secretariat.  

Mr. O’Malley has worked in 
Coordination and Response Division 
(CRD) and its predecessor, the 
Humanitarian Emergency Branch since 
2001, most recently serving as the Chief 
of the Africa I Section.  Prior to joining 
OCHA, Mr. O’Malley worked for a 
number of years with Medecins Sans 
Frontiers (MSF) in a variety of 
headquarters and field postings.  Mr. Steve O’Malley 



 

 

Country allocations and highlights for August 2008 

In August 2008, the ERC approved $22,092,197 in grants from CERF’s rapid response window. 
 
BURUNDI:  Rising food prices in Burundi have increased food insecurity and made 
maintaining basic nutrition a challenge for thousands of people.  Furthermore, the 
current level of food production has not been high enough to augment household 
incomes in rural and urban areas.  

UNICEF is addressing malnutrition in mothers 
and children in Burundi using CERF funds © 
IRIN 

 
In response, the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is using a $600,000 CERF 
grant to address malnutrition in mothers, expecting mothers, and children. Some 16,000 
children and 6,000 mothers and expecting mothers will be targeted.  
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has received 
$1,000,000 from CERF to assist 5,000 vulnerable farmers to increase their food 
production, thereby lowering market prices and increasing the food security of their 
families and communities. 
 
CHAD:  Conflict in eastern Chad has displaced 200,000 people. In early August, a fire ignited by fighting destroyed several warehouses 
containing essential items for internally displaced persons (IDPs).  Thousands of blankets and sheeting used for protection against rain 
were lost.  The upcoming rainy season will increase the risk of waterborne disease epidemics, making shelter essential.  In response, CERF 
has provided over $1,150,000 to allow the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the UN Refugee Agency, to 
distribute blankets and plastic sheeting to IDPs. UNHCR is also promoting hygienic conditions in IDP camps to prevent the spread of 
disease by handing out essential household items such as soap and buckets.   
 
ERITREA:  Eritrea faces a host of humanitarian challenges such as acute malnutrition and a new influx of refugees in need of food 
assistance. The situation has been compounded by a reduced capacity of farmers to produce crops due to drought. The World Health 
Organization (WHO) is using a $470,000 CERF grant to address malnutrition in Eritrea.  WHO is scaling up existing programmes to help 
120,000 children under five years of age.  It is improving the detection and treatment of diseases related to malnutrition by providing 
supplies and training to health workers, and supporting therapeutic feeding plans run by health facilities. Outreach immunization and 
vitamin supplementation services are also being conducted.   
 
An $800,000 CERF grant is allowing FAO to assist 26,000 drought-affected farming families to improve crop production through the 
provision of improved seeds, fertilizers and tools.  To support the immediate food requirements of refugees, CERF has provided 
$729,000 to UNHCR to assist 5,400 Somali refugees and 130 Sudanese refugees through food distribution.  
 
ETHIOPIA:  Severe acute malnutrition, an outbreak of Acute Watery Diarrhoea, and an influx of Somali refugees are exacerbating the 
existing humanitarian emergency in Ethiopia.  In response to over 1,000 reported cases of Acute Watery Diarrhoea across the country, 
WHO is using a $1.25 million CERF grant to strengthen local health systems by ensuring a continuous supply of essential life-saving 
drugs and medical supplies.  With a CERF grant of $350,000, WHO is improving community-based surveillance of severe acute 
malnutrition cases so that up to 75,000 children can receive the necessary care.  
 
The continued influx of Somali refugees into the eastern part of the country is straining Ethiopia’s ability to provide safe refuge for them. 
UNHCR is utilizing $1.5 million in CERF funding to build a new refugee camp, including temporary school and health facilities. Funding 
will also cover transportation, food, primary health care and basic items for 2,500 to 5,000 Somali refugees. 
 
GUINEA–BISSAU:  Since May 2008, over 400 cases of cholera have been reported in Guinea-Bissau, with over a dozen deaths. In 
order to contain the outbreak, WHO is using $201,000 in CERF funds to provide safe drinking water, establish mobile treatment centres 
and supply laboratories with essential equipment.  Life-saving medicines and supplies are also being provided to clinics in the country.  A 
CERF grant of $400,000 is allowing UNICEF to provide safe drinking water and purification equipment for household use. UNICEF is 
also ensuring that treatment centres have suitable facilities for cholera patients.  
 
 
 



 
 
MYANMAR:  Myanmar has not fully recovered from the effects of cyclone Nargis, which struck the country in May.  Thousands of 
people continue to require humanitarian aid, including shelter, healthcare and food.  IOM is attending to urgent healthcare needs and 
delivering non-food items to cyclone survivors using $950,000 in CERF funding.  Basic supplies such as cooking sets, mosquito nets, 
and hygiene kits are being provided to 40,000 in the Ayeyarwaddy region.  IOM is also establishing an emergency referral mechanism 
and evacuation system for priority patients who require urgent care in higher-level medical centres. To meet the basic food 
requirements of cyclone-survivors, the World Food Programme (WFP) is utilizing $3 million in CERF funding to provide food 
assistance and transport humanitarian supplies and staff via helicopter.  Basic food packages and food rations are being distributed to 
over 900,000 people, targeting those who have lost their livelihoods.  
 
LESOTHO:  Rising food prices have impacted over 350,000 people in Lesotho.  The inability to meet basic food requirements is 
contributing to malnutrition and has left farming households highly vulnerable to food insecurity.  In response, FAO is using a $1.4 
million CERF grant to provide seeds and tools to 12,000 vulnerable farming households.   
 
CERF is also providing UNFPA with $75,000 to address gender-based violence stemming from the food price crisis.  With a $167,000 
grant, WHO is providing supplies to therapeutic feeding programmes for severe malnutrition cases in hospitals, benefiting over 42,000 
children, while strengthening the ability of medical staff to manage malnutrition cases. 
 
TOGO:   In Togo, severe flooding in late 2007 and dramatic rises in food prices in 2008 have combined to threaten vulnerable groups 
with malnutrition. UNICEF is using $364,000 in CERF funds to respond to the immediate needs of 3,500 children suffering from 
acute malnutrition though the provision of food, equipment and medicines to nutrition and feeding centres.  With $601,000 in CERF 
funds, FAO is supplying 6,000 flood-affected farmers with agricultural inputs to ensure the food security of their families and 
communities. 
 
KENYA:  In Kenya, violence following the December 2007 presidential elections resulted in over 1,200 deaths and displaced 500,000 
people. Despite efforts by the Government to resettle displaced families, over 83,000 are currently housed in poorly-serviced transit 

camps.  In response, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) is using $128,000 in 
CERF funds to address gender-based violence in transit sites. It is distributing 
hygiene kits and post-rape treatment kits, and developing safe community sites 
for increased protection of women and girls.  
 
UNICEF is using a $436,000 CERF grant to meet the most urgent water and 
sanitation needs of at least 55,000 returning IDPs and 5,000 primary school 
children. UNHCR, with $398,000 in funding, and IOM, with a $500,000 grant, 
are addressing the lack of shelter for the most vulnerable returnees providing 
shelter kits to families whose homes have been damaged or destroyed to enable 
the reconstruction or repair of basic shelter. WHO is using $560,000 in CERF 
funds to respond to the health needs of displaced Kenyans by improving the 
diagnosis and management of severe acute malnutrition in health facilities. 

WHO is also supporting local health facilities to control and respond to 
outbreaks and other health emergencies. Displaced families receive food aid at IDP camp in 

Kenya. © IRIN  
 

UGANDA:  Disease, drought and malnutrition are threatening the health of Ugandans in the Karamoja sub-region. Using a $2.3 
million CERF grant, WFP is supplying 700,000 people in Karamoja with food rations and is supporting a supplementary feeding 
programme to assist 35,000 malnourished people.  
 
With $1.2 million in CERF funding, UNICEF is responding to the nutritional needs of children under five by improving the 
identification, referral and treatment for cases of severe acute malnutrition. It is also augmenting feeding programmes with ready-to-
use foods. The increased access to quality treatment is expected to benefit 42,500 children in the Karamoja region.  
 
CERF has provided WHO with $800,000 to establish a disease and malnutrition surveillance systems while improving health facilities.  
FAO has received $700,000 from CERF to help pastoralists who rely on their herds for their livelihoods. FAO will vaccinate livestock 
against diseases in drought-stricken area of Karamoja.  

 



 

ERC sees firsthand the impact of the global 
food price crisis in Ethiopia 

 
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator Mr. John Holmes concluded 
a three-day visit to Ethiopia on 3 September. During his 
mission, Mr. Holmes reviewed the international humanitarian 
response to the drought in the country. He also met with key 
local and international officials to discuss the effect of rising 
food prices on Ethiopia's food security crisis.  
 
“Ethiopia presents a glaring example of the challenges posed by 
rising food prices,” said Mr. Holmes.  He noted that prices have 
increased up to 500 per cent in some parts of the country over 
the past year. The price surge has been driven by a number of 
factors, including a growth in demand, as well as a slump in crop 
production due to droughts.  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
In May 2008, the ERC set aside $100 million from CERF to 
address immediate issues stemming from the food crisis 
triggered by the recent surge in global food prices.  Ethiopia 
received more than $18 million from CERF to address the 
current food crisis in the country. 
 
Since January 2008, Ethiopia has received over $31 million from 
CERF, making it the second-largest recipient of funding. 

CERF Advisory Group: Call for candidates 

The Secretary-General has invited Member States to nominate 
candidates to serve as members of the CERF Advisory Group.  
 
 

The CERF Advisory Group was established to provide 
guidance and expert advice on the use and impact of the Fund, 
and to make recommendations on Fund replenishment. Since 
its establishment, the CERF Advisory Group has met five 
times. At their last meeting in June 2008, all the members 
tendered their resignation to facilitate the nomination of 
experts by the Secretary-General.   One-third of the members 
have to rotate out of the Advisory Group as mandated by their 
terms of reference. 
 
Experts will be selected from a range of partners and 
stakeholders, including donor and recipient countries, non-
governmental organizations, international organizations, 
practitioners, academic and research institutions, and the 
private sector. 
 
The Secretary-General will select the Advisory Group 
members according to the composition above and based on 
demonstrated, senior-level experience and expertise in 
responding to a range of humanitarian emergencies, with due 
consideration on the need for broad ownership, geographical 
diversity and gender balance, and with an emphasis on 
attaining a mix of skills required for the effective management 
of the Fund. Member States are encouraged to nominate 
experts both from within and outside of their Government. 
 
The deadline for nominations is 15 September.  It is expected 
that the Secretary-General will announce selected candidates 
by 1 October 2008. The next Advisory Group will meet in 
Geneva in 20 November 2008. 

CERF allocations since 1 January 2008* 
Mr. Holmes visiting a therapeutic feeding centre in Karat town in 
Konso District in the SNNP Region. The Centre managed by Save 
the Children US is funded by the Humanitarian Response Fund.  

 Amount Countries 
  Rapid Response $        216 million  39 

  Underfunded 
  Emergencies  

$     106.8 million 14 

  TOTAL $    322. 8 million  
*As at 10 September 2008 
 
Allocations of $30 million for the second underfunded round 
of 2008 were made in July 2008 to seven countries in July – 
Afghanistan, Burundi, Chad, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, Iraq, Sri Lanka and Syria. 
 
 

To subscribe to the newsletter, email 
cerf@un.org  
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