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One month on: Humanitarian community focuses on  
most vulnerable populations in earthquake areas 

 
One month after the devastating earthquake that struck northern Pakistan, the humanitarian 
community is focusing on providing hundreds of thousands of the most vulnerable with 
adequate shelter, medical care, safe water supply and food assistance. 
 
The official death toll now stands at more than 73,000, and the number of injured is close to 
70,000. The key priority of the United Nations and other humanitarian organizations is to 
support the Government and military of Pakistan in providing swift and coordinated 
assistance, to reduce the risk of thousands more deaths from cold, disease and hunger.   
 
Despite a shortfall in appeal funding for this disaster, the challenge now is to make the best 
possible use of the resources available, pool international and local expertise and know-how, 
use creative solutions and continue saving lives before and during the winter. 
 
• Aid delivered by the UN and humanitarian community since 08 October 
 
Presence • The United Nations and IOM (International Organization for Migration) 

now has 300 staff in the disaster area; 
• Over 80% of these are in the field, outside Islamabad 

Coordination • 10 humanitarian clusters were set up, with participation of local and 
international NGOs, Pakistani Government, Pakistani military, UN 
agencies, international organizations and military contingents.  

• These clusters - Emergency Shelter, Health, Water/Sanitation, 
Camp Management, Food/Nutrition, Logistics, Education, 
Protection, IT/Communications, and Reconstruction - have been 
operating at the strategic/planning level in Islamabad, and at the 
operational level in the field. 

Funding • A Flash Appeal was launched within three days of the earthquake; 
this was revised on 26 October, to reflect the enormous challenges 
presented by the relief operation, and the need to provide aid 
throughout the winter. 

• Of the total 550 million USD required, so far 133 million USD has 
been pledged or contributed. 

Shelter • Tent deliveries by the international community have reached 132,000, 
in addition to the 241,000 delivered by the Government of Pakistan 

• With the need for up to 500,000 tents still assumed for planning 
purposes, the shortfall of 127,000 will be covered by the tents already 
ordered, and in the pipeline. 

Camp  
Management 

• As of 01 November there are 18 organized camps established by the 
GoP with technical support from Camp Management cluster partners, 
including UNHCR, IOM, WHO and several NGOs  

• 3,200 families are housed in these camps; i.e. around 10,000 people 
Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• 300,000 children vaccinated against measles so far, in areas of 
greatest population density in both NWFP and AJK and where groups 
of people are collecting together.   

• 76 teams are providing primary health care support through static and 
mobile units across the earthquake affected area: forty-four 
international plus thirty-two Ministry of Health teams. 
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• 9 mental health teams have been mobilised to focus on psychosocial 
support for the earthquake-affected population. 

• One of the main achievements of the health cluster in co-operation 
with the water and sanitation cluster is that almost one month after the 
earthquake, no epidemic outbreaks of major communicable 
diseases have occurred. 

Water and 
Sanitation 
 

• The Muzaffarabad water supply system has been 90% restored, with 
the help of UNICEF. This supply is supplemented by mobile units 
provided by the Austrian, German, Canadian and US Governments, as 
well as IRC and Caritas.  

• These systems serve more than 200,000 people. 
• Water and sanitation supplies have been restored to all major 

hospitals in the affected area with the assistance of INGOs including 
Oxfam, IFRC, LIFE, MSF(H) and UNICEF. 

• UNICEF has provided more than one million sachets of chlorine to 
rural populations and OXFAM, Islamic Relief and Tearfund have 
provided 25,000 hygiene kits to rural areas. 

• IFRC, OXFAM, AKPBS, ACF and UNICEF are providing water and 
sanitation to at least 11 camps serving more than 10,000 people. 

Food and 
Nutrition 

• Food assistance has been provided to 775,000 people 
• This includes more than 8,300 metric tonnes of WFP hi-energy 

biscuits, as well as oil, wheatflour and pulses 
• NGOs are providing up to 98% of food distribution 

Logistics • 19 helicopters are available for UN operations (out of 78 operational 
in-country), including 12xMI8, 2xMI26, 3xUK Chinook, 2xNATO CH53. 

• Two main bases have been set up in Islamabad and Abbotabad, from 
which MI 26 helicopters transport cargo to three satellite bases 
(Muzaffarabad, Garhi Habibullah, Chatterplan)   

• UNHAS helicopters have carried nearly 3,800 passengers and 531 
metric tonnes of cargo 

Education • In collaboration with NGOs, UNICEF has established 17 tent schools 
in Mansehra (average 250 children per school) and 19 in 
Muzaffarabad. There are 36 schools now operating in the Bagh area. 

• 300 ‘school-in-a-box’ kits have been delivered by UNICEF 
 
• Humanitarian Action Plan Priorities until 01 December 
Bearing in mind the lack of funding for the Flash Appeal, the UN and humanitarian community 
has instead worked on a Priority Humanitarian Action Plan, focusing on bringing emergency 
relief to especially vulnerable populations before the onset of winter. 
  
Within the overall humanitarian programme, the Plan specifically targets up to 200,000 
persons living in high altitude valleys above the snowline who may become inaccessible 
within the next four weeks, as well as an estimated 150,000 people who may choose to 
move down to the lower valleys.   
 
Although these figures have been used for planning purposes, it is clear that this is in the 
context of a dynamic and changing environment. Factors such as weather conditions, and 
family members wishing to remain with their land and livestock mean that flexible solutions 
have had to be found. 
 
CLUSTER SPECIFIC RELIEF ACTIONS PLANNED TILL 01 DECEMBER 
Shelter • Support immediate assistance to high altitude villages before winter 

sets in through the life-saving ‘Operation Winter Race’: mixed-gender 
groups are going village-to-village to provide material and technical 
support for the construction of ‘warm rooms’, to withstand winter 
weather and snowfall, as well as shelter know-how; a collective effort by 
Pakistani military, IOM, UNJLC and Islamic Relief. 

• Providing 10,000 self-help shelter kits including metal sheeting, 
plastic sheeting, roofing materials, blankets, stoves, and tools 



Camp 
Management 
 

• 30 new camps are being planned, to accommodate up to 150,000 
people, who may move down from their homes 

• Provide heating/cooking equipment, supplies for 150,000 in camps 
• Identify additional sites for those leaving high ground with onset of 

winter.  Contingency planning for developing new camps outside 
affected areas (e.g. Islamabad, Rawalpindi) 

• Improve existing conditions in spontaneous camps (sanitation, water 
supply, health, protection etc). 

Food and  
Nutrition 

• Preposition food supplies for 200,000 in inaccessible areas 
• Provide general food rations for 600,000 accessible by road, including 

those in the camps 
• Supplementary feeding for 20,000 children under 5 years of age 
• Micronutrient supplementation for 240,000 pregnant women and 

600,000 children 
Logistics • Maintain two parallel supply chains using road and air transport  

• Deliver 7,500 metric tonnes of food by road, per month 
• Coordinate and task air deliveries with UN, military and other 

international organizations 
• Provide mobile storage tents for up to 20,000 tonnes of food and non-

food items 
• Prioritize cargo requests for UNHAS air deliveries 

Health • Vaccinations of a further 200,000 children 
• Provide essential health care to 150,000 people in camps in 

collaboration with camp management cluster 
• Provide basic health care services to 200,000 people in isolated areas 

through community health workers. 
• Maintain life saving services through at least ten field hospitals 
• Distribute 100,000 hygiene kits for women and adolescent girls by 

community health workers 
Water and 
Sanitation 

• Install latrines for 150,000 in camps 
• Continued repair of existing and damaged water supply systems 
• Continue emergency solid waste operations with the assistance of 

IFRC, OXFAM, WHO, UNICEF in Muzaffarabad, Mansehra, Batagram. 
• Provide family water tanks and other sanitation/hygiene kits 

Education • Establish a further 60 temporary schools in the camps, for up to 
40,000 children 

• Implement training programmes for an estimated 120 teachers. 
• Provide support to 60 temporary teachers with a fee and 

supplementary emergency support package 
Protection • Register all people in camps (Muzaffarabad, Balakot, Mansehra)  

• Identify separated and unaccompanied children, refer to 
International Red Cross/Red Crescent for tracing and reunification 

 
 KEY CONCERNS 
• Delivery of food to inaccessible, remote areas will depend fully on rapid funding to 

maintain logistics and airlift capacity. 
 
• The humanitarian community is still in the life-saving phase today. Bearing in mind 

the level of vulnerability of remote mountain populations, we will have to continue 
in that mode for the next five months.  

 
Further information on the emergency response and coordination is available on 
www.un.org.pk. Please contact Amanda Pitt, Public Information Officer: Tel. + 92 (0) 301 532 
3985, and e-mail pitta@un.org 

* *** * 
No. 90, Margalla Road, F-8/2, Islamabad, Tel: (+92 051) 209-7793 Fax: 209-7794 

E-mail: emergencyresponse@un.org.pk  


