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Headlines 
• Humanitarian activities suspended in the Fizi Territory, of South Kivu, due to insecurity in the area. 
• Improvement of the food security situation in eight territories of South Kivu. 
• Increasing number of measles cases recorded in the Kabalo area in the Katanga Province.  
 
Overall Developments 
 
Protection of Civilians 
• Five civilians were abducted by presumed elements of the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda 

(FDLR) on 2 April following an attack against the mine site of Kameco in the village of Kunanwa, 22 km east of 
Bendera, in Katanga Province. Two of the hostages were released on 6 April, while negotiations are ongoing to 
secure the release of the others. 

• Cases of sexual violence have been reported around Dongo area, according to the task forces working on sexual 
violence in the South Ubangi District.  Elements of FARDC are believed to be responsible for these acts.  
However, reliable estimates about the extent of the problem are not yet available. 

• The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) carried out a mission from 5 to 12 
April in Aveba in Ituri District, Orientale Province, to facilitate the return home of people displaced since last 
December by heavy fighting. A total of 3,272 people, including 1,346 children, were transported by UNHCR and 
the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) back from Ozoba to Aveba.  

 
Population Movements 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
• Despite improved security in many parts of the Equateur Province, the situation remains highly volatile. For 

example, some shootings were heard during the night between 12 and 13 April in Bozene and almost 60 
households have fled their homes to find refuge in the forest. These people are slowing returning back, as the 
situation has now returned calm. 

• In Bukama Territory, Katanga Province, after their displacement due to the floods last March approximately 500 
households are returning back to their homes. More than 2,600 households however still remain displaced, 
hosted by host families. A total of 13,500 families were displaced following the rise of Congo River in this territory, 
due to heavy rains. 

• Approximately 1,150 families fled their homes following armed confrontations between the Armed Forces of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (FARDC) and FLDR in the territories of Masisi and Walikale, in North Kivu. In the 
territory of Walikale ten houses were also looted and burnt by presumed elements of the FDLR. 

DRC citizens displaced outside the DRC1 
• UNHCR organized a mission in Kasumbalesa, at the border area between the DRC and Zambia, to assess the 

situation of a group of 30 Congolese, who were the objects of refoulement from Zambia. These people are 
currently hosted by the General Direction for Migration (DGM) of Lumumbashi in the Katanga Province. 

Refugees in the DRC 
• UNHCR facilitated the return of approximately 170 Rwandan refugees to Rwanda via Goma, in North Kivu, while 

63 were repatriated via Bukavu, in South Kivu. Since the beginning of 2010, a total of 2,100 Rwandan refugees 
were repatriated by UNHCR to their country of origin via Goma and some 686 via Bukavu.   

 
Insecurity and Humanitarian Access 
• The deterioration of the security situation forced the interruption of all humanitarian activities in the Fizi Territory, 

in South Kivu. The eight ICRC staff members that were taken hostage since 9 April by an armed group during an 
assessment mission were released on 16 April. 

• The security situation is reported to have improved around the area of Lubero, particularly in the areas of Fatua 
and Mbughavinwa, now widely covered by humanitarian organizations. 

 
Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Food Security and Livelihoods 
• The results of a survey carried out by the World Food Programme (WFP) and its partners last January on 

households of eight territories of the South Kivu Province show an improvement of their food security situation. 
According to the survey, 63% of households benefits from a varied and adequate diet and the number of 
households in need of food aid decreased from 36% to 6% between July 2009 and January 2010.  

• Serious damages were registered in the maize camps of Kamanyola in the Walungu Territory, South Kivu 
Province, following the attack of caterpillars, which could have negative consequences on the next harvest. The 



Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), WFP and the Provincial Ministry of Agriculture 
are planning an assessment mission on 14 April to assess the damages. 

• At the end of March, WFP distributed in collaboration with the NGO Lutheran World Federation (LWF) food aid for 
approximately 2,000 displaced households in Aveba and Ozoba in Orientale Province.  

 
Health and Nutrition 
• The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the National Red Cross finalized sanitation activities on 

6 April in Dongo, in the Equateur Province, as well as the burial of 12 bodies found dead as a result of the 
violence. 

• The two health centres of Dongo and Saba Saba, in the Equateur Province, were reopened and equipped with 
medical materials by the ONG MEMISA Belgium. These health centres were forced to close as a consequence of 
the spread of violence following inter-communal tensions since last year. 

• According to a report released by the NGO Médicins du Monde (MDM) there is a risk of a measles epidemic in 
the area of Kabalo, Tanganyka District in the Katanga Province. Some 88 cases were reported, but not confirmed, 
in Kitulu last week. Tests for measles are being conducted and results are expected by 19 April. The risk of an 
epidemic is high as the majority of children have not been vaccinated. 

• Malaria continues to be a concern in the Katanga Province, where approximately 850 cases were registered in 
Manono during the 13th epidemiological week. Cholera remains a rising concern also for this province, especially 
in the area of Moba where 28 cases were reported last week. This increase is largely due to lack of clean water, 
and to inadequate sanitation facilities.  

• The health facilities of Isangi in the Orientale Province received medical equipment from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in order to cover the needs of the population following the floods. 

 
Shelter and non-food items (NFIs) 
• The NGO MEMISA Belgium interrupted its NFI distribution in Gemena, Equateur Province, due to a disagreement 

with local authorities over the list of displaced people who were supposed to receive the kits. OCHA is working to 
resolve this dispute as it represents an important aid to approximately 1,200 displaced by clashed occurred in 
October 2009.  

• The NGO Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) distributed NFI kits to approximately 1,170 displaced households of 
Loashi in Masisi Territory, North Kivu. Other NFI distributions are planned until 16 April to 835 displaced 
households and host families of Loashi and Burora. 

 
Water and Sanitation (WASH) 
• Last week the NGO Solidarité launched water and sanitation activities, including construction of latrines and 

showers, in Kalundu and Katanga villages, Lubero Territory, North Kivu. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                 
1 While this bulletin would not normally cover information from outsider the DRC, this DRC-related information is included with the permission of 
UNHCR. 
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