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HIGHTLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: more than 2 million people affected by rains. An UNDAC team is providing support. 

 VENEZUELA: authorities are constructing temporary shelters to allow the start of the school year. 

 URUGUAY and ARGENTINA: toking actions against the effects of drought.  
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FLOODS – HEAVY RAINS 

COLOMBIA: The 2010 rainy season (from 6 

April to 28 December) has caused 301 dead and 

affected more than 2.2 million people in 710 

municipalities in 28 departments and the capital 

district. A United Nations Disaster Assessment 

and Coordination (UNDAC) Team is providing 

advice and technical support to the Response 

Strategy Room through information 

management and strengthening coordination 

with humanitarian counterparts.  

Source: Government of Colombia
 

 

 

 

 

VENEZUELA: There are still some 130,000 

people affected by the rains living in 950 

shelters in the eight states that were declared 

under emergency in December.   In order to free 

up schools for the upcoming school year, 

authorities are setting-up tents in an air-base for 

some 1,500 refugees, who are currently in 

temporary shelters in educational centers. 

Humanitarian assistance continues to arrive 

from various countries. 

Source: Venezuelan News Agency 

 

BRAZIL: In the state of Minas Gerais, 47 

municipalities are under a state of emergency 

for strong rains that have fallen over the past 

week.  At least 15 people have died and there is 

significant damage to infrastructure (1).   Unofficial 

sources estimate that close to 1,000 people 

have lost their homes (2). 

Sources: Minas Gerais Civil Defense 
(1)

, El País
(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

COLOMBIA – Temporary Shelters – floods have affected more than 

2.2 million people.  Colombian Red Cross©. 
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EPIDEMIC 

HAITI:   The Ministry of Public Health of Haiti 

(MSPP) notified that as of 26 December, the 

cumulative number of cases of cholera is 

148,787, and the number of deaths has reached 

3,333.  Of the total number of cases, 56% of the 

people have been hospitalized.  The hospital 

mortality rate was 2.7%, while the general 

mortality rate was 2.2%.   The outbreak has 

affected 10 departments in the country. 

Source: Sanitation Action Group / Health Cluster. 

 

DROUGHT AND FOOD INSECURITY 

URUGUAY: Authorities are planning an 

operative for massive distribution of water to 

rural areas in the northern part of the country. 

Some 36,000 liters have already been delivered 

daily in eight zones of the department of Cerro 

Largo.    

Source: Uruguay al Día. 

 

ARGENTINA: The Regional Consortiums of 

Agricultural Experimentation (CRAE) has 

declared an orange alert for farmers due to the 

prolonged drought.   The lack of rain has 

damaged close to 50 per cent of the most 

productive lands in the country.  Government 

reports indicate that Argentina lost USD 832 million 

in exportation due to the drought in the last 

months; experts attribute the current 

meteorological situation and its influences to the 

La Niña phenomenon. 

Source: Prensa Latina. 

 


