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CYCLONE GIRI-RAKHINE STATE-REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF 

MYANMAR 
Results of first rapid assessments conducted in affected villages of Myebon and Minbya 

Townships 

 

Prepared by: Nicolas Guillaud, Food security and livelihoods coordinator _ ACF Myanmar, 
fsco@mm.missions-acf.org 

Period covered by the assessments: October 26, 2010-November 4,2010 

Methodology: Cyclone GIRI struck Rakhine State on the night of October 22 to 23, 2010. 
Starting October 24, ACF mobilized its staff (nationals and expatriates) present in Sitway 
office to conduct rapid assessments in areas affected by the cyclone. Staff were quickly 
supported by additional employees from Maungdaw and Yangon offices.  

Proper data collection could start only on October 26 time to organize for transportation 
and brief staff on the information to be collected. 

A simple format of household questionnaire, focus group guidelines (i.e. basic information 
to be collected during the discussion) was drafted and translated into English. Despite an 
internal willingness to use the IASC1 template designed for initial rapid assessments. Reasons 
are:  

 the document is long; 13 pages of data that result in consequent time spent while 
there is need to cover different locations in a minimum of time, with minimum 
means available (staff and transportation), 

 the “technical nature” of the document that would require very briefed and trained 
staff on the template as well as a subsequent database to process the collected data, 

 the challenging communication means between field and Sitway as well as Sitway 
Yangon which could not enable a quick feed back from field staff, 

 no version translated into Myanmar was available at that time. 

Formats drafted by ACF are provided in annex. In addition, as assessments have been 
conducted initially with Malteser and MSF-Holland staff, an effort has been done to 
homogenize the information collected in the field by the different teams. 

                                                
1 Inter Agency Standing Committee 
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The assessments were based on observations of the affected areas completed by group 
discussions with villagers and their leaders (including villages authorities). When time 
allowed, individual interviews were conducted. 

Please not that the sample of households interviewed can not be considered as statically 
representative of the area covered. Field conditions have lead to necessary adjustments by 
field teams. However, the data presented reveals trends of impact and enables an overall first 
understanding of the cyclone impacts, necessary to plan first phases of support for the 
affected population. 

The table below indicates the places that have been visited and for which the data could be 
entered and processed at Sitway level. It indicates also villages where individual interviews 
have been conducted, representing a total of 50households. 
Township Village tract Village Group discussion Individual interview

Ah Htet Nget Phyaw Chaung ×
Hpar Hpyo (chin) ×
Kyet Yat × ×
Hpay Thar Pyin × ×
Ah Haung Taung × ×
Chaung Net × ×
Kan Ni × ×
Kyaung Taung × ×

Thin Paung Chaung Thin Paung Chaung × ×
Zin Yaw Maw Zin Yaw Maw ×
May Lun Taung Poke Kay × ×
Ah Ngu Ohn Taw × ×
Daing Bon Maung Shin × ×

Kyee Gaung Taung × ×
Taung Gye Yin ×

Ngan Taung Ngan Taung × ×
Ta Yat Taung Ta Yat Taung ×

Taung Shay (Ah Htet; upper) × ×
Taung Shay (Auk; lower) ×
Taung Shay lower ×
Gant Gaw  × ×
Gant Gaw Ywar Thit × ×
Yae Shin × ×

Myebon

Ah Htet Hnget Pyaw Chaung

Kyaung Taung

Moe Tee Nat Taung

Taung Shay 

Yae Shin

Minbya

 
Table 1: Locations visited during the assessments 

Main results and findings: 

 Household composition: the average size of individual inside a household was found closer to 
5 than to 6, with the data collected during group discussion. The standard deviation of the 
data set is low (0.71) indicating that 5 could be taken as the average household size. 
Nevertheless, for further assistance village scale data should be cross checked with 
household level data since all households living in the area might not be in records. On the 
50 households interviewed, the average size is 5.6 members. This indicates that cautious is 
required, especially in the composition of kits or food rations for all planned distributions. 

 Casualties: 14 individuals (adults and children) have been reported dead, because of the 
cyclone, among a total population of more than 20,000 persons. This confirms the limited 
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caseload of deaths due to preventive measures taken locally (information + displacement of  
people). 

 Destruction of houses: 73% of the houses have been reported damaged in the visited villages: 
43% partially destroyed and 34% were reported totally destroyed.  

Health: 54% of the households reported problems of diseases that include: diarrhea, 
conjunctivitis and cough. However, it is difficult to ensure what proportion of these cases is 
directly related to the cyclone and not to a poor health status prior to the cyclone. 

 Food: 42% of the surveyed household had no stocks of food after the cyclone. 
Nevertheless, for the 58% that still had some food (rice) in their house, the stock could was 
expected to cover an average of less than 5 days of consumption. The most frequent 
household diet was made of rice, fish and oil. In average, households had 2 lunches before 
the cyclone which they continue to do after the cyclone. However, 92% of them reported 
having to consume less qualitative food. 

 Coping mechanisms: at the time of the assessment, households surveyed mainly relied on 
food distributed by other individuals, from neighboring villages. Food was also provided by 
local authorities with quantities varying from one village to another, sufficient to cover few 
days of consumption. 

Water: the main sources of water used by surveyed households, for drinking purpose, 
were, in order of importance: wells, ponds and rivers/streams. 70% of them have been 
reported polluted by the villagers interviewed. In addition, 66% stated that the water used 
for drinking purpose as well as other household needs (washing, bathing…) are from the 
same water source. However, 78% of the water sample observed at household level was 
considered as “clean” by the field staff and 60% of the households mentioned they boil the 
water before consumption. This enables to mitigate risks of contamination by unsafe water 
especially since 74% of households had not proper water storage capacities after the cyclone. 

Sanitation: the coverage at household level was 38% before the cyclone. Only one latrine 
has been reported still functional after the cyclone. 

Livelihoods:  

 fishing: 50% of the households surveyed usually fish. Only 36% of them reported 
that they could still fish after the cyclone. The other 64% had subsequent 
loss/destruction of fishing items and equipments that prevented them to continue 
this activity 

 Livestock: losses of big animals are minor, since number of animals owned 
before.the cyclone is small. However, around 60% of the poultry have been lost. 

 Crops: 100% of farmers reported that their lands were damaged by the cyclone 
(wind, floods/heavy rains). Households that had agriculture fields (paddy) at that 
time represent 54% of the sample. At the time of the assessment, it was estimated 
that, for the damaged field, 91% of the harvests would be affected. 

Conclusion: 
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The assessment highlights the needs to continue intervention engaged so far i.e. food and 
NFI/shelter items distributions. This is intended to provide affected households with the 
minimum assets that were depleted with the cyclone and to provide them with minimum 
living conditions.  

Food distribution should be continued in the coming months (at least 3 months), the time to 
understand properly to which extend livelihoods have been hampered. So far, coping 
mechanisms used by the affected population are not well known. It will be important to 
understand the proportion of households that has the capacity to restore this activity, 
especially fishing.  

Therefore, deeper livelihoods assessments will be compulsory to decide on the type of 
support to provide, if needed, on medium terms. 


