
 

 

KENYA: ELECTORAL VIOLENCE 26 February 2008
The Kenya Red Cross Society’s mission is to build capacity and respond with vigor, compassion and empathy to 
those affected by disaster and at risk, in the most effective and efficient manner. It works closely with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which is the world’s largest humanitarian 
organization and its millions of volunteers are active in over 185 countries. 
This Operations Update (no. 30/2008) reflects the information available at this time.  
 
Appeal History:  
• On 4th January 2008, the Kenya Red Cross Society issued a Preliminary Appeal No. 1/2008 for Ksh 

957,127,906 (US$ 15.4 million) to assist 500,000 beneficiaries for one (1) month. Visit 
http://www.kenyaredcross.org for information on the appeal narrative and budge.  

 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact:  

 Mr. Abbas Gullet, Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
gullet.abbas@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Dr. James Kisia, Deputy Secretary General, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
kisia.james@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 Mr. Anthony Mwangi, Public Relations Manager, Kenya Red Cross Society, Email; 
info@kenyaredcross.org Phone 254.20.60.35.93; 254.20.3950.000 Fax 254.20.60.35.89 

 
All Kenya Red Cross Society assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct and is committed to the 
Humanitarian Charter and Minimum Standards in Disaster Response in delivering assistance to the 
most vulnerable. For support to or for further information concerning the Kenya Red Cross Society 
programmes or operations, or for a full description of the Society’s profile, please access the Kenya Red 
Cross Society Website at http://www.kenyaredcross.org or the Federation’s Website at 
http://www.ifrc.org 
 
Operational Summary 
The population in Burnt Forest finally agreed to move to newly allocated Internally Displaced People’s 
(IDPs) campsite. Plot allocation went smoothly with the physical movement of the population to the new 
site done on 25th February 2008. In Eldoret, the number of registered persons has gone up.  
 
 
Situation 
Violence was reported on 25th February 2008 in Transmara that resulted in the death of two people and 
injuries to a number of people. Two houses were also burnt. Tension remains high as security forces 
maintain law and order. Kofi Annan and his team of mediators are discussing tirelessly to come up with 
a lasting solution to the political impasse in Kenya. A positive outcome to the mediation talks would 
have a positive effect on the humanitarian situation countrywide.  
 
Red Cross Action – objectives and progress 
 
Goal: To provide emergency relief services to 500,000 people to mitigate the impact 
of post-election conflict.  
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Objective 1: To provide Non-Food items to IDPs as a result of election violence.  
 
Progress 
The following non-food items were taken to Nyando District on 26th February 2008 for distribution to 
IDPs; 50 blankets, 50 mosquito nets, 30 boxes of aqua tabs, 3 boxes of undergarments for male, female 
and children.  
 
Objective 3: Provide Restoration of Family Links.  
 
Progress 
On 25th February 2008, the Tracing team in Kisumu visited centres accommodating unaccompanied 
minors (UAMs). The team registered UAMs at Kondele Police Station, St. Teresa’s Children’s Home 
and ACK church. A follow up has been made regarding two UAMs whose mother had placed a Tracing 
Request, but later fell ill and was admitted in hospital. The two UAMs were located and informed that 
their mother has been searching for them. They are eager to be reunited with their parents. The Nyanza 
office has received two visitors and three phone calls through the Hotline Numbers requesting for 
Tracing services. Callers were referred to Kenya Red Cross through partners. As of 26th February 2008, 
there were 23 registered UAMs within Nyanza Region with follow up underway to determine the 
whereabouts of their parents.  
 
Objective 4: To contribute to reduction in mortality and morbidity/injuries/any 
form of trauma among vulnerable populations affected by post-election related 
violence. 
 
Progress 
Mass vaccinations were conducted at the Eldoret ASK showground on 25th February 2008 that targeted 
3,106 people. 2,548 people were covered by OPV, 2190 covered against Measles and 3,081 received 
Vitamin A Supplementation. In Naivasha, 26 clients attended a medical clinic where various vaccines 
were administered such as Measles routine Measles booster, Oral Polio booster, Tetanus Toxoid and 
Albendazole. Vitamin A Supplementation was given to children under five years old and lactating 
mothers. One severely malnourished child was referred to Naivasha District Hospital for therapeutic 
feeding. Nutrition counselling was also done.  
 
The health team in Nyanza Region 
managed to attend to patients in IDP 
camps in Kisumu, Nyando and 
Kericho districts. They reached 
patients at the St. Stephen’s ACK 
Church, Moi Stadium, Kunyak, 
Ebeneza and Koru Police Station. 
During the outreach, 602 patients 
were treated, 630 people benefited 
from health education and promotion 
messages, 316 children between the 
age of 1 and 13 years old were de-
wormed, 61 children were 
immunized, 13 booster tetanus 
vaccines were administered, and 28 
booster measles and polio vaccines were given to children under five years old. Also, 145 children were 
screened for malnutrition, 29 of whom were at risk of malnutrition. Four moderately malnourished and 
two severe cases were treated, 113 children were given Vitamin A. Supplementation, 1,904 sanitary 

Children enjoying a nutritious meal at an IDP camp.
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towels were distributed to females of reproductive age, 83 children were given nutritional supplements, 
and two children were issued with baby kits. One referral was made from St. Stephen’s ACK to Star 
Hospital.  
 
A team constituting of Kenya Red Cross, Merlin and MoH Nyando conducted a medical camp at 
Ebeneza Orphanage transit camp in Kisumu, where 119 patients were treated, over 200 people benefited 
from health education session, 30 children de-wormed and 384 sanitary towels issued.  
 
Psychosocial 
During last week, the psychosocial team concentrated on counselling school children and teachers at the 
Eldoret ASK showground. Team therapy for the Kenya Red Cross teams has also begun.  
 
Objective 5: To provide access to safe water for an estimated 500,000 IDPs and other 
post-elections affected individuals.  
and 
Objective 6: To provide access to sanitation and hygiene promotion facilities for an 
estimated 500,000 IDPs and other post-elections affected individuals.  
 
Progress 
80 mobilets were dispatched to Nakuru with seven more available for dispatch later. 100 mobilets are 
available for dispatch to Eldoret and Nyanza, while 4m³ Rototanks were dispatched from Nyanza office 
to Keroka in Kisii. Trenching for laying of water pipes has been completed at Keroka camp. At Moi 
Stadium and ACK church camps, general cleaning and disinfection of mobilets is ongoing.  
 
At Burnt Forest, 20 pits for latrine construction were dug, 32 bathrooms constructed and two tanks 
installed in the new camp. At the Eldoret ASK showground, six latrines were exhausted, while one 
latrine was exhausted at Turbo. At Timboroa, 16 bathrooms were constructed and one standpipe installed 
with six taps. At Naivasha Stadium, excavation of five toilets and five tap soak away pits were 
completed, while the community was mobilised to maintain cleanliness.  
 
At Kirathimo IDP camp in Limuru, two compost pits were dug and general cleaning exercise conducted. 
Timber has been delivered for construction of bathrooms at Huruma chief’s camp in Nairobi. The 
construction of the bathrooms is now ongoing to make them ten.  
 

ACTIVITY Eldoret Nakuru Nyanza Total 
Pit latrines constructed 418 140 54 612 
Bladder tanks installed 34 28 8 62 
Bathroom constructed 321 230 20 441 
Aqua tabs distributed 243,270 51,000 15,600 309,870 
PUR sachets distributed 12,576 2,120 16,056 30,752 
Hygiene promotion trainers trained 32 38 10 80 
Litres of water trucked (m³) 29 83 0 112 
Garbage bins/pits placed 80 6 10 96 
Jerricans distributed 7,116 698 2,935 10,749 

 
Partnership and Coordination 
Various partners conducted basic health care camps in North Rift. They include Kenya Red Cross, 
ADRA-K, FACES, CDC, Merlin, MoH, Family Options, OGRA Foundation, Liverpool VCT and Aga 
Khan Hospital.  
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Kenya Red Cross hosted the Sudden Onset Disaster Committee meeting on 25th February 2008 at its 
Headquarters. The meeting was attended by stakeholders who noted that activities among the IDPs were 
progressing well.  
 
The meeting also noted that World Food Programme has formed a small committee in Kisumu to look at 
possible ways of registering households so as to know how to go about the food distribution.  
 
Goal Kenya is working with Kenya Red Cross, UNHCR and GoK to develop a camp in Londiani. Goal 
will take care of WASH and distribution of supplementary non-food items and assist Kenya Red Cross 
with camp establishment. Goal has completed distributions in Koybeteb, Makutano, Bahati, Solai and 
Londiani. In WatSan, Goal will work alongside ACF and Kenya Red Cross to improve WASH facilities 
in 15 to 20 of the largest school sites in Nakuru. On Hygiene promotion – training is being carried out in 
Solai, Bahati Londiani, Kamwingi I and II and Makutano.  
 
UNDP is the lead for the Early Recovery Cluster. All stakeholders are invited, as members of the cluster, 
to start planning Early Recovery activities. The cluster meets weekly.  
 
ICRC continues to offer support in areas of WatSan, relief, shelter, and working closely with the MoH in 
the forensic sector to further assist in Tracing of missing persons.  
 
Concern World continues to distribute food in informal settlements. They target IDPs registered by 
Community Based Organisations.  
 
IOM continues to assist in transportation of IDPs. IOM is coming up with a scheme to be allowed to buy 
cows from the owners to reduce health hazards when the animals fall sick, as well as have more space for 
accommodation.  
 
MSF-Belgium continues to assist the displaced in Mt. Elgon, Trans Nzoia, Kitale and Kibera. MSF-
Spain is working in Molo, Nakuru, Busia and Kisumu; while MSF-France is in Kisii, Kericho, Londiani, 
Homa Bay and Mathare.  
 
UN OCHA continues to share information with stakeholders.  
 
ICRC Support 
Since the beginning of the crisis, ICRC has been working closely with its counterparts at the Kenya Red 
Cross, both at Headquarters and in the field, providing technical assistance and expertise, particular in 
the fields of tracing, water and sanitation, logistics and security. It has provided essential household 
items, tarpaulins and water and sanitation equipment, as well as medical supplies, an emergency surgical 
team and forensics expertise. It has full time staff working with Kenya Red Cross in Bungoma, Eldoret, 
Nakuru and Kisumu, and has deployed 13 trucks and trailers, 17 light vehicles, two aircrafts and a 
helicopter to provide a backbone to the Red Cross logistics operations in Kenya.  


