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The UN  

Foundation 

supports the UN’s 

ongoing recovery 

efforts in Haiti 

through fundraising, 

strategic

 communications, and 

raising awareness.

Helping the UN Help Haiti

Emergency Assistance and Long-term Rebuilding
One year after the earthquake that devastated Haiti on January 12, 2010, 
the UN Foundation continues to support the United Nations in its efforts to 
help Haitians rebuild better than before. We appreciate the generosity of the 
thousands of people who stepped up to give back to the families in need. 

UN Foundation Chairman and Founder Ted Turner announced financial 
support to international relief efforts when news of the earthquake first 
broke. In the months following the quake, we supported the UN’s rescue and 
recovery in Haiti through fundraising, strategic communications, and raising 
awareness. 

• To date, the UN Foundation has raised nearly $4 million in grassroots 
donations through online appeals and partners. 

• Nearly $3 million was granted to the UN’s Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF) to help provide food, medicine, water, and shelter immediately 
following the earthquake. 

• $240,000 was granted to the UN Development Program (UNDP) for their 
Cash-for-Work program, an initiative to offer Haitians temporary jobs to 
remove rubble. 

• More than $776,000 was granted to the UN Population Fund (UNFPA) for 
maternal health kits, as well as solar street lights to help keep women and 
girls safe at night.  
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How has the UN Foundation helped the UN Help Haiti?

Getting Financial Support to UN Emergency Operations—People around the world understand that 
donating to the UN is one of the surest ways to get help to the people who need it most. Within hours of the earthquake, 
the CERF was the first to respond with a grant for $25 million. The UN Foundation was proud to support the UN’s quick 
response by committing $1 million in the days after the earthquake to help address immediate humanitarian and re-
construction needs.  

Fundraising for Relief in Haiti—In February, 2010, AMERICAN IDOL season 8 winner Kris Allen and UN 
Foundation CEO Kathy Calvin traveled to Haiti to learn first-hand about the country’s continuing needs following the 
earthquake. During the IDOL results show, Allen performed The Beatles’ “Let it Be” and shared footage of his trip to 
an audience of millions. Allen’s performance was available on iTunes, with all proceeds from downloads going to help 
the UN’s recovery efforts. American IDOL viewers raised more than $250,000 which was granted to UNFPA to provide 
maternal health kits and solar street lights.

Long-Term Rebuilding and Development Assistance—The UN Foundation continues to work closely with the United 
Nations and the donor community to assist the people of Haiti in these long-term recovery efforts.  UN assistance 
includes: 

• Basic survival needs – food, water, and shelter (CERF)
• Employment for Haitians in activities such as rubble removal (UNDP)
• Safety and health measures for women such as health kits and solar lighting (UNFPA)

Connecting the UN, Donors, and Governments—In an emergency situation, information flow is vital in 
order to assist those who need it most. Immediately following the quake, the UN Foundation connected UN officials with 
U.S. government officials to plan emergency humanitarian response and long-term efforts. Our Better World Campaign 
briefed the Obama Administration, the U.S. Congress, the State Department, and the international donor community to 
provide updates on the work of the UN and strengthen coordination of aid. We also helped the UN inform the world about 
the ongoing relief efforts through a series of media roundtables with press and senior UN officials in New York and in 
Washington, D.C. 

On the Ground in Haiti:  Delivering Medical Supplies and Coordinating Efforts—UN 
Foundation representatives travelled to Haiti to deliver medical supplies and assess the on-the-ground situation days after 
the earthquake. Throughout the year, UN Foundation staff continued to visit Haiti to keep supporters and partners updated 
on the current situation and to report back on the existing needs.

Facilitating Emergency Communication Efforts in Haiti—Communications are one of the critical 
services that suffer devastating blows during a disaster like the Haiti earthquake. To maintain communications, the UN 
Foundation and Vodafone Foundation Technology Partnership deployed response teams hours after the earthquake from 
the World Food Program and Télécoms Sans Frontières. The teams provided portable satellite equipment to establish 
communications centers for Haitians to call their families and aid workers to access their databases. Also, with OCHA and 
the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, the UN Foundation and Vodafone Foundation are producing a report that will evaluate 
how ‘disaster relief 2.0’ technologies were used in the Haiti relief effort, and offer strategies to strengthen coordination 
between humanitarian agencies and the emerging volunteer technology community. 

To donate and learn more, visit:  www.unfoundation.org/cerf and http://www.unfpa.org/donate.
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