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Key Messages
Cereal prices significantly increased between August and December 2010, reflecting world price trends. In December 2010, 
the international FAO Food Price Index was slightly above the peak reached during the 2007-08 food price crisis.

Households and communities affected by floods last summer are slowly recovering with assistance from partners.

The final estimate for cereal production in 2010 is 2.46 mln tonnes, well above the preliminary figures. This is respectively 13
% and 8% above the 2009 level and the 2005-09 average level.

Cereal imports for 2010 amounted to 14 thousand tonnes, 8% below 2009 level, and much below the 2005-09 average.

Background
The total population of Moldova was 3.6 million in 2008. The contribution of agriculture to GDP was only 10% in 2008 although 32% of the 
country labour force is employed in agriculture.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2009 (WB) 3.604

Population growth rate - 2009 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2009 (WB) 3010

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2007 (MDGI) 2%

Rural population - 2009 (WB) 58%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2009 (WB) 10%

Prices

Cereals: Wheat, barley and corn prices respectively increased 
by 24%, 8% and 3% between August and December 2010. 
Prices in December 2010 reached MDL 2.87/kg for wheat, 
MDL 2.62/kg for barley and MDL 2.86/kg for corn. Compared 
with December 2009 figures, prices in December 2010 were 40
% higher for wheat and corn, and 32% higher for barley. 

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2005/2007 (FAO) 6%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 48%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 4%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 79%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2008 (WHO) 69

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 90%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.4%

Bread: Bread price in December 2010 was 11% above 
December 2009 price.

Food Security and Poverty Situation
The households and communities affected by floods last 
summer are slowly recovering. Hundreds of households have 
lost their house, crops and stocks as the food reserves for the 
winter have been destroyed of damaged.
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Vegetation Condition

At this stage of the winter season, poor to very poor conditions 
are observed throughout the country. The indicator, which is 
provided below by region, is the difference between the NDVI 
for December 2010 and the average of the last 10 years, 
calculated on the agricultural zones derived from the 
GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing No crops are sowed during the reference period

Growing Wheat (Winter) - Other grains (Winter)

Harvesting No crops are harvested during the reference period

Natural Disasters and Conflicts

The heavy rains and flooding in July 2010 have directly affected 
12,000 people in Moldova. A total of 3,183 houses in several 
districts have been flooded out of which many are destroyed. In 
September, the Government launched a national emergency 
appeal, asking international and bilateral organizations and 
NGOs to provide assistance. The Moldovan Red Cross will 
distribute humanitarian aid to some 6,400 people. Assistance 
will include free distributions of food parcels. The World Bank 
provides cash and food transfers as part of a Global Food Crisis 
Response Programme. The Chinese government has given 
Moldova $500,000 in financial aid to alleviate the consequences 
of the floods.

Food Balance Sheet

The final estimate for cereal production in 2010 is 2.46 mln 
tonnes, well above the preliminary figures. This figure 
represents an increase of 13% and 8% respectively compared 
with 2009 and the 2005-09 average. Cereal imports for 2010 
amounted to 14 thousand tonnes, 8% below 2009 level, and 
much below the 2005-09 average.

Government Policies

Government provides subsidies to stimulate investment in 
equipment and technological renovation of livestock farms and 
partially offset energy costs for irrigation.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

No measure identified during the 
period.

Producer oriented measures Subsidies to equipment, renovation of 
livestock farms and irrigation.

Trade policy measures No measure identified during the 
period.

Safety net (increased or introduced) No measure identified during the 
period.

Different sources

Further Information (Click to see the full report)

FAO - Policy Briefs
FAO - Global food price monitor
FAO - Crop Prospects and Food Situation
FAO - Media Center
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