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The overall food security situation in the Horn of Africa for 
the first half of 2009 has remained alarming and prospects 
for the second half of the year are grim. An estimated 19.8 
million people, including 4 million children under the age of 
5, are in need of emergency assistance. This is a sharp in-
crease from the 14 million people requiring such assistance 
in September 2008. 

 

The failure of rains in 2008, and the late start of the raining 
season in the first quarter of 2009, threaten the livelihoods 
of local communities in the region. Between 1 February 
2009 and mid-May, less than 50 percent of normal precipita-
tion were observed in the northern and southern parts of 
Somalia, in most of Kenya and in the central and eastern 
parts of Ethiopia. 

 

The IGAD Climate Prediction and Applications Centre 
(ICPAC) rainfall forecast for March to May 2009 is not reas-
suring: in the category of below normal to near normal rain-
fall are Kenya (with the exception of central and western 
highlands); north-eastern Uganda; southern, eastern, cen-
tral, and parts of northern Ethiopia; much of Somalia and 
south-western Eritrea. 

 

Another exacerbating factor to food insecurity in the region 
is the presence of trans-boundary epizooties like Peste des 
Petits Ruminants (PPR) and crop diseases including the Cas-
sava Mosaic Disease (northern Uganda), the Cassava Brown 
Streak Disease (coastal Kenya and Uganda), the Banana 
Bacterial Wilt (Kenya) and the Wheat Rust Disease (Ethiopia 
and Kenya). 

 

In Ethiopia,Ethiopia,Ethiopia,Ethiopia, the delayed onset and erratic performance of 
the belg and gu rains so far is likely to increase food insecu-
rity in belg crop-dependents and pastoral areas of SNNPR, 
parts of Oromyia and Amhara. Most of the Afar region also 
received below normal sugum rains between March and 
May. A total of 7.5 million chronically food insecure people 
continue to receive assistance through the Productive 
Safety Net Programme and an additional 4.9 million people 
receive emergency food assistance. Since February 2009, 
conflicts related to resources in Oromiya and Somali regions 
have displaced about 200,000 people who are in need of 
immediate assistance. 

 

The food security of households in these regions will remain 

highly dependent on external food and non-food assis-
tance until the next harvest in July/August in the belg areas 
and October in the meher dependent areas. With the up-
coming dry season in the lowlands from July to September, 
a prolonged hunger season with limited availability and 
high prices of cereals is expected. In SNNPR, the deteriorat-
ing situation is exacerbated by low coffee yields this year 
(about 60 percent decline) and the limited availability of 
lean season products. 

 

As of 9 June, WFP is short of food for US$123.2 million for 
8.6 million people and 21,000MT (US$18 million) for sup-
plementary feeding for the period June to December 2009. 
Only 29,000MT are available for the relief pipeline com-
pared to a monthly requirement of 55,800MT.  

 

This implies that beneficiaries will have received three 
rounds of food rather than the planned six rounds, at re-
duced rations and not containing all commodities. 

 

In Somalia,Somalia,Somalia,Somalia, rains have temporarily improved the replenish-
ment of water catchments but the rainfall performance has 
been 20 to 60 percent of the normal precipitation so far 
except for the southern regions. 3.5 million people remain 
in need of emergency assistance and in April alone more 
than 22,200 MT of food aid were distributed in Somalia. 

Rainfall Estimate (RFE) Precipitation anomaly (mm) 1 Feb—
12 May 2009. Red (dark) indicates most dry areas. 
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WFP is reporting a six-month funding shortfall of US$84.6 
million. 

In Kenya,Kenya,Kenya,Kenya, the poor long rains in most parts of south-east and 
coastal areas are likely to increase food insecurity. In already 
food-stressed pastoral areas the prospects remain worri-
some with most water sources below their normal capaci-
ties and poor condition of pastures. However, most parts of 
the key crop-producing areas of Rift Valley, Nyanza and 
western highlands have received favorable rains and crops 
are growing normally. Under the revised humanitarian 
emergency plan for 2009, over 3.5 million people require 
emergency cash or food assistance including 2.6 million 
people affected by drought, 150,000 people affected by 
post-elections violence and 870,000 children benefitting 
from school feeding programmes. The scaling up of the pro-
gramme has increased the coverage from 17 to 26 districts 
and from 1.2 to 2.6 million drought-affected people. WFP 
estimate its six-months shortfall at US$168.5 million. 

 

Meanwhile, the late start of the Bahri rains in EritreaEritreaEritreaEritrea and 
their poor performance are leading to unsatisfactory crop 
development and degraded pasture in the coastal zone and 
escarpments. The coastal regions have been experiencing 
rains, but the dry season continues in the rest of the coun-
try. 

 

In the Karamoja districts of Uganda,Uganda,Uganda,Uganda, food insecurity contin-
ues to spread with more than 1.1 million people requiring 
food assistance according to a recent WFP assessment (up 
from 970,000 in early 2009). Peste des Petits Ruminants 
(PPR) has killed one-sixth of Karamoja's small ruminant 
population since the outbreak in 2007, and its effects are 
particularly harsh on the pastoral population. Currently WFP 
is faced with a shortfall US$65.6 million worth of food to 
ensure the continuity in pipeline supplies up to December 
2009. 

 

    

Water, Health and Nutrition Water, Health and Nutrition Water, Health and Nutrition Water, Health and Nutrition –––– Displacement and  Displacement and  Displacement and  Displacement and 
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Access to clean water and sanitation remains as problematic 
as ever and in some cases worse due to the ongoing con-
flicts or insecurity in the Horn of Africa. Risk for diseases in-
cluding life threatening diarrhoea, parasitic worm infections 
and trachoma have increased, according to UNICEF. 

 

Over 50,000 people affected by droughtdroughtdroughtdrought in Gedo, Middle 
Juba, Bay and Middle Shabelle regions in South Somalia are 
receiving emergency water trucking. In Ethiopia, serious 
drought has been reported in much of Afar Region and 
water trucking in several parts of eastern and southern 
Oromia, Somali Region and parts of southern and eastern 
Tigray is ongoing.  

 

CholeraCholeraCholeraCholera and waterborne diseases are of increasing concern 
with outbreaks reported in Somalia, Kenya (20 affected dis-
tricts with more than 2,200 cases and more than 60 deaths) 
and in Ethiopia (more than 650 cases and 20 deaths in So-
mali, SNNPR, Oromiya and Afar regions from mid-April to 
mid-May). 

 

The first half of 2009 showed high acute malnutritionmalnutritionmalnutritionmalnutrition rates 
in the Horn of Africa when compared to 2005 as a refer-
ence year. According to UNICEF, the impact of the succes-
sive poor and erratic rains on the livelihood of vulnerable 
population is compounded by prices - food prices in particu-
lar - that continue to rise at levels significantly above long 
term averages. In some areas insecurity, livestock and crop 
diseases, lack of humanitarian access and displacement of 
populations further exacerbate vulnerabilities. 

 

The overall result is that even small security, climatic, or price 
“shocks” can push vulnerable populations into emergency 
conditions. In many cases this descent happens far quicker 
than previously observed. Acute malnutrition prevalence is 
also observed to get worse quicker, earlier and deeper and 
as a result of less and less severe “shocks”. 

 

In the region, early acute malnutrition indicators, nutrition 
surveys and feeding centre admissions data confirm higher 
than expected acute malnutrition rates for the time of the 
year as a result of the pressure on livelihoods. As the season 
progresses and more nutrition data become available it is 
likely that many of these vulnerable areas will show ele-
vated numbers of acute malnutrition cases. 

 

In Mandera, KenyaKenyaKenyaKenya, surveys were completed one to two 
months before expected peaks in acute malnutrition (in this 
case 2007 was used as reference year). These early indica-
tions show that global acute malnutrition prevalence in 
most areas of the district is worse than those observed in 
2007. Severe acute malnutrition prevalence do not yet 
show excess levels but based on the increased vulnerabili-
ties affecting the direct and underlying causes of acute mal-
nutrition there is a high possibility that these rates will begin 
to increase in the coming weeks followed by higher than 
expected admission to feeding centres. 

 

Surveys are ongoing or planned in priority districts. Analyses 
of the direct and underlying causes of acute malnutrition in 
these areas indicate that similar results are likely. Whilst only 
one of the survey results is significantly different from those 
in 2007 and 2008, the trend indicates the need for rapid 
scale up of early action aimed at reducing the prevalence of 
moderate acute malnutrition and prevention of excess cases 
of severe acute malnutrition. 

    

SomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomalia continues to report excessively high rates of acute 
malnutrition. Following the Deyr analysis in January 2009, 
an estimated 200,000 children were thought to be mal-

Somalia: Trends in Levels of Acute Malnutrition (WHZ<Somalia: Trends in Levels of Acute Malnutrition (WHZ<Somalia: Trends in Levels of Acute Malnutrition (WHZ<Somalia: Trends in Levels of Acute Malnutrition (WHZ<----2) or 2) or 2) or 2) or 
Oedema, Hiran Region (2000Oedema, Hiran Region (2000Oedema, Hiran Region (2000Oedema, Hiran Region (2000----2009)2009)2009)2009)    

Source: UNICEF ESARO 
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nourished of whom 60,000 were thought to be severely 
malnourished in the crisis-affected areas of the country. 
These numbers are now expected to increase with a deep-
ening drought and increased insecurity in the Central re-
gion. The neighbouring region of Hiran has also been se-
verely affected by the drought compounded by hyperinfla-
tion and insecurity. Preliminary results from nutrition assess-
ments conducted in April indicate that at least two of the 
four surveys report above 20 percent global acute malnutri-
tion. This marks deterioration from previous surveys con-
ducted in June 2008. Emergency nutrition, health and 
WASH responses are severely hampered due to the ongo-
ing insecurity across large parts of the country. 

 

In EthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopia, belg crop producing areas are particularly vul-
nerable with a second season of poor and erratic rains rein-
forcing many of the factors mentioned above. Seasonal in-
creases in acute malnutrition are expected in these areas 
from June to July, according to UNICEF. Current indications 
from hotspot woredas in areas such as SNNPR and Oromiya 
show that admission rates are increasing. The few rapid 
nutrition surveys and assessments conducted at this point in 
the season have given varied results indicating an alert to 
critical situation. In some areas of SNNPR, a heightened 
prevalence of malaria (with a prevalence rate of 30 to 60 
percent) is exacerbating the deterioration of the nutritional 
situation. As the season progresses the expectation is that 
acute malnutrition prevalence will be higher than normally 
expected. There is a risk that the prevalence will be signifi-
cantly higher than normal in some hotspots. 

 

In the Ethiopian pastoral areas, the repeatedly poor raining 
seasons, continuing high food prices and in some areas lack 
of security, access to markets and associated deterioration 
of the WASH situation mean that acute malnutrition rates 
are higher than normal for this period of the year. Peaks in 
acute malnutrition in these areas are usually expected from 
July through to August. Depending on the performance of 
the Gu/Ganna/Sugum rains, this situation could continue to 
worsen and extend to at least September. The Government 
with support from the United Nations and NGOs has re-
cently conducted seven surveys in the Somali region of 
Ethiopia. The survey results are expected to act as guidance 
to the degree of support for nutritional (and other) pro-
grammes in these areas. 

 

The effects of the below normal 
meher rains in 2008 are still being 
felt in parts of Tigray and Amhara. 
The expected peaks in acute malnu-
trition in these areas are also ex-
pected from July to August. Close 
monitoring of the situation and the 
onset of the rains will be required to 
ensure an early response to any 
deterioration of the situation. 

 

The WHO emergency threshold for 
acute malnutrition continues to be 
exceeded in the Gash Barka and 
Anseba provinces of EritreaEritreaEritreaEritrea. Admis-
sion rates to therapeutic feeding 
centres in February 2009 were two 
to six times higher than in 2008. 

 

 

Recent Population Movements Recent Population Movements Recent Population Movements Recent Population Movements –––– Central and South  Central and South  Central and South  Central and South 
Somalia on the Move againSomalia on the Move againSomalia on the Move againSomalia on the Move again    

 

In SomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomalia, recent clashes between insurgents and govern-
ment forces in Mogadishu have provoked large scale dis-
placements. UNHCR Population Movement Tracking said 
that an estimated 91,000 people have been displaced since 
fighting erupted on 7 May. Of the displaced, at least 34,000 
have moved within Mogadishu or settlements along the 
outskirts of the capital. Some 25,000 people have gone to 
the Afgooye corridor while 32,000 others have moved to 
places beyond the capital. The humanitarian condition of 
the displaced people is dire and the most urgent needs are 
emergency shelter, sanitation and water. 

 

The fighting in Mogadishu and central Somalia continues to 
contribute to the increase of Somali refugees into KenyaKenyaKenyaKenya. 
UNHCR reports indicate that an average of 7,000 new refu-
gees per month have been received since January in the 
already congested Dadaab camp complex. The overall 
population in Dadaab stands at 274,129 persons as of 22 
May 2009, an increase of 16.4 percent since the beginning 
of 2009 (UNHCR Kenya). 

 

Displacements due to resource-based conflicts have been 
reported in Oromiya and Somali regions of EthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopia. In a 
joint UN-NGO humanitarian assessment conducted be-
tween 22 and 31 March, it was recorded that more than 
200,000 people were displaced in February. The assessment 
also indicates severe water and food shortages among af-
fected populations, as well as increased malnutrition rates 
and the presence of diarrheal diseases. 

 

 

Market Prices Market Prices Market Prices Market Prices –––– some Stabilization but still much  some Stabilization but still much  some Stabilization but still much  some Stabilization but still much 
higher than the 5 Years Averagehigher than the 5 Years Averagehigher than the 5 Years Averagehigher than the 5 Years Average    

 

Prices of cereals in different parts of EthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopiaEthiopia have been rela-
tively stable at a high level since the beginning of 2009. 
However, cereal prices are expected to increase in the com-

Ethiopia Ethiopia Ethiopia Ethiopia ---- Nominal Retail Price of White Maize in Addis Ababa Nominal Retail Price of White Maize in Addis Ababa Nominal Retail Price of White Maize in Addis Ababa Nominal Retail Price of White Maize in Addis Ababa————April 2009April 2009April 2009April 2009    
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ing months, following the nor-
mal seasonal pattern, as house-
hold stocks from the 2008-2009 
meher harvest (October to 
January) decline. Poor perform-
ance of the belg season this 
year is also expected to contrib-
ute to the increase in prices, 
especially in areas that normally 
get a high proportion of their 
total annual production from 
the belg season. 

 

Maize prices across KenyaKenyaKenyaKenya are 
already responding to the tight-
ened national supply and the 
price of maize has risen steadily 
over the past 18 months. Of 
growing concern are the record 
high maize prices in key urban 
centres which are exacerbating 
food insecurity among the 
highly to extremely food inse-
cure urban dwellers. A good 
cropping season is critical, as it 
would dampen the unprece-
dented maize price increases 
seen in most areas of the country. 

 

In DjiboutiDjiboutiDjiboutiDjibouti, the price of imported rice increased by 6 per-
cent in April. Although the price of other staples declined 
slightly, leading to a small overall decline in the cost of the 
minimum expenditure basket, the basket remains unafford-
able for most poor households. However, WFP’s food-for-
work programme, which began in late April, is improving 
food access among poor urban households in parts of Dji-
bouti city. 

 

In SomaliaSomaliaSomaliaSomalia, prices of locally produced staple foods have 
decreased slightly in the last month but are still much 
higher than the 5-year average. The price of imported food 
commodities, including rice, sugar, wheat flour and vegeta-
ble oil showed mixed trends in April. Prices for these com-
modities are higher than the 5-year average and were 
largely stable in main regional markets. However, prices 
rose in inland markets where access was constrained by 
poor roads and the high cost of transport. It is expected 
that the price of imported commodities will increase in the 
coming months as imports drop during the period of 
rough seas. 

 

For further information please visit: 

http://v4.fews.net 

http://www.fsausomali.org/ 

 

Information on humanitarian funding in the region see: 
Humanitarian Funding Update, OCHA, Jan-Mar 2009  

http://ochaonline2.un.org/rocea 

 

 

Main contributors and sources to this Horn of Africa Alert 

include WFP, UNICEF, UNHCR, FAO, FSNAU, FEWSNET 

and OCHA Field Offices. 

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR THE COORDINATION 

OF HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS (OCHA) 

REGIONAL OFFICE FOR CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA 

OCHA House Gigiri Crescent 

Off UN Avenue 

P.O. Box 30218-00100 

Nairobi, Kenya 

For further information, please contact: 

Phone: +254-20-7622166 

Fax: +254-20-7622632 

E-mail: roceainfo@un.org 

Web site: http://ochaonline.un.org/rocea 

Kenya: High Maize Prices across Livelihood ZonesKenya: High Maize Prices across Livelihood ZonesKenya: High Maize Prices across Livelihood ZonesKenya: High Maize Prices across Livelihood Zones————April 2009April 2009April 2009April 2009    

Source: Arid Lands Resource Management Project (ALRMP) and Ministry of Agriculture—Kenya 


