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         A young IDP woman carrying wood back to Manjura camp, Darfur. UNHCR/H. Caux



UNHCR Sudan Operations                 2/12  

SSSOOOUUUTTTHHH   SSSUUUDDDAAANNN   
   

Security 
The security situation outside Juba deteriorated, especially on the eastern side of the Nile towards Torit road, 
due to activities by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). The prospect of free access to Juba from the Nimule 
and Torit roads remains uncertain and only the Juba-Rokon road and the Juba-Terekeka road are officially 
open. In Juba town, there has been, according to the police, an increase in crime, but it is being kept under 
control by enhanced police patrols. In Rumbek, Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) security officers briefed 
humanitarian agencies on the increased presence of soldiers and demobilized soldiers within the town and 
advised staff to take precautionary measures.  
 
Quick profiling exercise of “returnee students” 
The profiling exercise for returnee students organized by the Ministry of Education, UNICEF and UNHCR 
started on 4 July at the English schools of Buluk A basic school and Juba Day secondary school. UNICEF 
and UNHCR explained the interview method and its form to the school teachers who are now conducting the 
profiling exercise. It is expected that through 100 sample interviews from each of the basic and secondary 
schools, more information will be gained about the students’ return movements.  
 
Returnees in Malakal 
ADRA reported that one IDP group of 130 families (674 persons) arrived in Malakal on 5 July heading for 
Baliet, Adong and Galashiel on Sobat Corridor. Another IDP group of 22 families (79 persons) arrived in 
Malakal by barge from Kosti on 6 July heading for Nasir, Ayod as well as Old Fanjak and Tonga on Tonga 
Corridor. During a visit to Khorfur village on Sobat Corridor, it was discovered that 10 returnees from Kakuma 
(Kenya) flew from Loki (Kenya) to Atar (located on Tonga Corridor), where a conference with SPLM/A 
leaders took place in May. From Atar, the returnees arrived in Khorfur by boat. According to the women’s 
association, the local population is constructing an airstrip so that the SPLM/A can deliver goods and 
repatriate refugees. 
 
Return from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
The verification/registration exercise for Aba, Dungu and Doruma sites and surrounding localities hosting 
Sudanese refugees in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) was completed on 5 June. A total of 7,657 
refugees out of an expected total of 8,411 have been verified and registered. This decrease in figures is 
basically the result of several spontaneous returns to South Sudan since the signature of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement in January 2005. It appears that some refugees have gone back to Sudan to prepare the 
return of family members. Another reason for the decrease in figures is the over estimation of the refugee 
population living outside of official settlements. During the verification/registration exercise, refugees were 
asked to express willingness to return. Almost 99 percent of the refugees living on sites are willing to return 
home, while only 50 percent of the refugees living outside of official settlements are willing to return to Sudan 
since the majority are well integrated among Congolese. They belong mostly to the Kakwa, Zande, Baka, 
Mondo and Avokaya ethnic groups who live on both sides of the DRC and Sudan borders. Very few 
expressed fear about returning to Sudan or staying in the DRC.  
 
Return from the Central African Republic 
There have been reports of spontaneous returnees to South Sudan from Mboki camp in the Central African 
Republic (CAR), but the exact number of refugees who spontaneously left the camp cannot be confirmed. 
Since the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement at the beginning of the year, an unknown number 
of refugees have gone back to South Sudan, especially to Tambura and Yambio counties. There are reports 
that the returnees to Tambura county have been mistreated at the border crossing point in Obo Prefecture. 
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Joint field missions to assess the returnee situation 
From 19 June to 6 July, UNHCR participated in joint field missions in Western and Central Equatoria led by 
OCHA and comprising different NGOs. The main findings of the missions are as follows: 

• Lack of agricultural tools was observed among communities, but returnees in particular. Families are 
forced to share the few tools available and consequently cultivate plots that are too small to meet the 
food needs.  

• There is a general shortage of food in all communities in Central Equatoria due to the poor harvest 
last year and late rains this year. For returnees who are closer to the borders, the solution is to cross 
back into the former country of asylum to do casual labour to be able to buy food for their families. 
Although the entire population is affected, the returnees are the worst off as relatives are beginning 
to see them as added burdens. The general situation in Western Equatoria is maybe slightly better; 
however, the recent returnees are most affected as they have returned with little food and are yet to 
harvest.  

• Landmines are a serious issue in parts of Lainya, Morobo, Kajo Keji and Yei counties in Central 
Equatoria and Mundri county in Western Equatoria. As people return to these communities there will 
be additional demand for farmland and people could take the risk of farming in affected locations.  

 The quality of education is affected by the shortage of qualified teachers, lack of incentives, lack of 
school supplies and poor infrastructures.  

 There is a high maternal mortality rate in the rural communities in Central Equatoria and a serious 
shortage of water in remote communities in Western Equatoria. Poor quality of health services was 
observed in Central Equatoria due to irregular and inadequate supplies of drugs while delay of the 
Expanded Programme of Immunisation (EPI) was clear in Western Equatoria. 

 Harassment and looting by armed people before entering Sudan was reported by returnees in 
Western Equatoria.  

 
Workshops on reintegration 
The second workshop on reintegration, called “Local solutions for reintegration,” took place on 29 and 30 
June in Yei, with 38 representatives of the local authorities, UNHCR and other agencies. The workshop 
focused on identifying challenges and solutions for reintegration with emphasis on the community-based 
approach. UNHCR Yambio organized the last of the three workshops on 2 and 3 July with 44 participants, 
including county commissioners, representatives of SRRC (Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission), 
local authorities, NGOs and women’s groups. The participants were from Tambura, Ezo, Yambio, Maridi and 
Mundri counties. As a result of the two workshops, the participants from the local authorities agreed to 
establish a mechanism at the county level to improve coordination, sharing of information and advocacy 
efforts to engage development actors at the early stages of reconstruction.  
 
Community-Based Reintegration Projects 
Juba 
Five wells have been drilled within the outskirts of Juba and pumps are being installed.  
 
Rumbek 
The rehabilitation of the paediatric ward of the Rumbek hospital, implemented through the Comitato 
Collaborazione Medica (CCM), is progressing quickly - 90 percent of the work has been completed. Roofing 
and ceiling work has been completed.  
 
Yei 
Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) completed the de-mining of the premises of the UNHCR warehouse, which 
will be managed by GTZ. Mine Action Group (MAG) has started clearance of the Yei-Lasu road. So far, half a 
kilometre has been de-mined. 
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UNHCR’s warehouse in Yei. UNHCR/A. Montecalvo 
 
Ethiopian Anuak refugees in Malakal  
Following interviews of the Ethiopian Anuak refugees who left Gambella (Ethiopia) in December 2003, only 
25 of the 35 Ethiopian Anuaks originally reported were found to be in Malakal; the others left for Khartoum 
and elsewhere. While WFP, UNICEF and ADRA provided food and non-food items, UNHCR has requested 
the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) to find solutions for these refugees in terms of shelter, agricultural 
land and schooling. There are seven primary and 10 secondary students as well as one university student 
who wish to continue their education.   
 
Update on funding situation for South Sudan as at 30 June 
Requirements (includes countries of asylum): US$ 76,347,770 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,674,272 
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Security 
The security situation in East Sudan deteriorated further. On 19 June, eastern opposition forces launched an 
attack on Tokar, south of Port Sudan, in the Red Sea State. Sudan formally warned neighboring Eritrea that it 
risked a major flare-up on the border if it pressed ahead with what Khartoum considers as military support for 
the rebels. Due to insecurity, the road between Aroma and Dordeib remains a “no go” area. The Abuda, Wad 
El Hileau and Umali areas are still classified as “no go” areas, thus limiting monitoring of refugee camps. 
 
New arrivals 
The processing of refugee status determination of new arrivals at Wad Shirefey camp has improved. During 
the second half of June, 219 new arrivals were received and their status determined with 98 percent 
acceptance. The new arrivals are mostly young Eritrean nationals, draft evaders and some deserters. As of 1 
July, the management of the reception centre at Wad Shirifey camp is being handed over to UNHCR’s 
implementing partner, Sudanese Red Crescent (SRC). SRC will be responsible for the management of the 
centre, of the reception staff and of the daily needs of the asylum-seekers, while UNHCR will retain full 
responsibility of the supervision and monitoring of the refugee status determination exercise. 
 
The national security apparatus is no longer interfering with the issuance of ID cards for newly accepted 
refugees and those with cards can now apply for travel permits. The ID cards previously retained by security 
are now being released upon request to the refugees. However, security at entry points sometimes 
confiscates and retains important identity documents of incoming asylum-seekers.  
 
General camp situation 
The delivery of basic assistance in the camps has improved significantly. All refugees received a full ration of 
food for the month of June, including cereals, CSB (corn, soya blend), pulses, oil and sugar (this is the first 
time in two years that the refugees received sugar). Stocks of food have been pre-positioned in all the camps 
in preparation for the rainy season and, in camps with less warehousing capacity, the refugees received a 
three-month ration. Refugees who have access to land have begun to prepare for agricultural activities, 
although they continue to struggle because of a lack of capital. Water supply continues, although in some 
camps, such as Kilo 26, there are tensions among the refugees because of water rationing and because they 
feel that the number of water points is inadequate to cover the entire camp.  
 
Education activities 
In preparation for essay and drawing competitions scheduled for October and November, booklets on 
HIV/AIDS, harmful traditional practices and violence against women were distributed to basic schools.   
 
UNHCR visited four basic schools (one in Um Gargur, two in Kilo 26 and one in Shagarab) established by the 
Eritrean Government in the 1970s and 1980s. Of these, two were found to be without proper classrooms.  
Teachers working in the four schools mentioned that they only receive teachers’ salaries from the 
Government and no budget for school supplies, furniture and maintenance of classrooms.    
 
A meeting was held with the girls of 8th grade at Um Gargur girls’ school. According to the girls, the main 
reason for the high rate of exam failure in the school is due to the lack of additional reviewing classes. It was 
agreed with the camp manager, the elders and the teachers that additional reviewing classes will be 
organised to meet the needs of the girls.     
 
World Refugee Day 
On 20 June, World Refugee Day was celebrated in all the 12 refugee camps in Eastern and Central States.  
In all the camps, the camp elders’ committees together with teachers, the Eritrean Students’ Union and 
NGOs organised a variety of activities, including Bilamir and Tigrenya dances, traditional music and songs, 
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horse-back riding, story-telling, poem reading, theatre plays and speeches. DAFI students organised a visit to 
a basic school in Fau 5 for the promotion of DAFI scholarships and the girls' education campaign. In all the 
18 basic schools, football matches for boys and volleyball competitions for girls were organised. It was the 
first time that girls participated in sport activities.    
 
Hand-over of camps 
Meetings were held with Kassala State/Girba to discuss the possibility of handing over Girba refugee camp to 
the State and the resources required for rehabilitation and initial assistance.  
 
Update on funding situation for East Sudan as at 30 June 
Requirements: US$ 15,210,745 
2005 Contributions: US$ 11,130,540 
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Security 
The security situation in West Darfur remained relatively stable. The El Geneina–Habila road remains closed 
due to ongoing banditry and robbery. The Masteri area is temporarily a “no go” area owing to reports of 
clashes between the SLA and janjaweed. In South Darfur, there are security concerns in Nyala town after the 
attempted armed robberies at the offices and/or guesthouses of five different agencies over a period of 10 
days. The rainy season has commenced and is affecting residents of IDP camps in South Darfur. Some 140 
houses were washed away in Otash, Kalma and Belil camps.  
 
Population movements within West Darfur 
For the first time, a Government-organized movement took place within West Darfur – from Zalengi town to 
five villages around Zalengi – on 21 and 23 June. 417 families moved, but UNHCR was not notified prior to 
the movement. On 24 June, UNHCR met with the Commissioner of Zalengi to discuss the movement and the 
Letter of Understanding (LoU) between the Government and UNHCR. The Commissioner indicated his 
commitment to cooperation with UNHCR under the LoU and agreed that he would give UNHCR sufficient 
notice before any future movement. UNHCR also shared with the Commissioner the initial findings from two 
of the five villages of return around Zalengi. UNHCR found that many of the returnees had no intention of 
remaining in the villages to which they had travelled, many were not IDPs but Zalengi residents (who 
apparently have the custom of going out every year to these villages to farm) and many had gone to villages 
which were not their own villages.  
 
Arrests of IDP sheiks in connection with return 
UNHCR investigated five reports of arrests of IDPs from the Zalengi camps and one related report of an 
arrest of a resident of Zalengi town. In four of the five cases, the arrested persons were arrested because of 
their non-cooperation with the Government’s policy of return. Most of those arrested were leaders or sheiks 
of IDP communities. All were from the Fur ethnic group. All were arrested by national security and were 
detained for 24 to 48 hours before being released. UNHCR interviewed the six persons and will raise their 
case as a group with the authorities.  
 
Returns from South to West Darfur 
A list of names of 105 families intending to return to West Darfur as part of a Government-organised 
movement was submitted to UNHCR/IOM in South Darfur. Following verification of the voluntariness of each 
family’s decision to return, the movement was delayed and took place on 5 July with some modifications to 
the list including the removal of 40 families from the list because it appeared that they did not genuinely 
intend to return but rather were only interested in the Government’s assistance package. Through monitoring 
of these movements at both the sending and receiving end, UNHCR is increasingly convinced that the 
movements, while voluntary, are not resulting in any genuine or sustainable returns. The majority of 
‘returnees’ are not staying in West Darfur but are returning to South Darfur immediately. Virtually none of 
those who have moved have returned to their villages of origin. Many of those moving are not IDPs but 
persons who moved to South Darfur for non-conflict related reasons, often years before the conflict. 
 
IDP camps in the El Geneina area 
UNHCR has started to take on a more active and extensive role in camp coordination with a particular 
emphasis on coordination of protection responses. A system of focal points for the camps around El Geneina 
has been established. As a first step, a national staff member has been assigned responsibilities for 
particular camps in the El Geneina area and a schedule of bi-weekly visits. UNHCR is participating in all 
individual camp coordination meetings as well as the general bi-monthly camp coordination meetings chaired 
by OCHA. Camp coordination and protection issues are now a regular part of the weekly Protection Working 
Group agenda. 
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IDPs’ makeshift shelters in Riyad camp at the outskirts of El Geneina. UNHCR/K. McKinsey 

 
Legal aid for IDPs and other persons affected by conflict 
UNHCR has engaged in discussion to develop a three-day workshop involving about one dozen West Darfur 
lawyers as a capacity building exercise. The aim is to establish a pool of local lawyers who can provide legal 
aid to IDPs and other persons affected by conflict. Discussions have taken place with UNDP, UNMIS Human 
Rights and USAID, which are collaborating to fund the workshop.   
 
Spontaneous returns  
A returnee monitoring mission went to Habila, Foro Baranga, Wadi Saleh and Mukjar areas from 21 to 28 
June. Small numbers of returnees were identified in the following locations: 
 

Village Area Number of Returnees Date of Return 
Urum Habila 20 households June 2005 
Gobbe Habila 100 individuals May/June 2005 
Jirkos Habila/Foro Baranga 15 households June 2005 
Artala Mukjar 150 individuals May/June 2005 
Morol Mukjar 20 households April/May 2005 
Dumbar Mukjar 18 households May 2005 
Sumukidi Mukjar 120 individuals May/June 2005 
Gaya Mukjar 100 individuals May/June 2005 
Mutur Mukjar 10 households May 2005 

 
These returns are spontaneous and largely related to the onset of the rainy season and the desire of families 
to start cultivating. They are mixed returns from the Chadian border areas (not camps) and from IDP 
settlements within Darfur. 
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Mararit refugees in Chad 
The authorities in West Darfur have repeatedly claimed over the last six weeks that thousands of Mararit 
refugees in Kounounga camp in Chad are poised to return en masse to Birsaleeba in Kulbus locality.  
Extensive UNHCR investigations in both Chad and in West Darfur have not found any return or desire to 
return on the part of refugees from Birsaleeba. Recently, the West Darfur authorities again claimed in a public 
meeting that 13,000 refugees in Chad had returned to Birsaleeba. UNHCR noted that there was no indication 
from UNHCR sources that any such return was taking place. UNHCR will again visit Birsaleeba to find out if 
any returns have taken place. 
 
African Union CivPol deployments  
The Protection Working Group has exchanged information with the African Union (AU) CivPol unit in El 
Geneina on the planned deployments of CivPol to various field locations. The group agreed with the AU on 
the existing proposed sites and requested that they add Sisi and Abo Sorouj to the list, if possible. 
 
Visit of UNHCR’s Director of International Protection 
UNHCR’s Director of International Protection, Erika Feller, concluded her mission to Darfur on 23 June. 
During the mission, she visited one return village, met with INTERSOS (UNHCR’s main implementing partner 
in West Darfur) and held a number of meetings with government officials and representatives of UN agencies 
and NGOs as well as UNHCR staff. The protection issues and challenges facing the operation in Darfur were 
discussed extensively, particularly the issue of return. UNHCR will continue to support spontaneous 
returnees already in their villages of origin and will continue to take a cautious approach to any requests, if 
they arise, for facilitation of returns. During and after the mission, the Director stressed the need for donors to 
adequately fund protection activities in Darfur. 
 
Update on funding situation for Darfur as at 30 June 
Requirements: US$ 31,341,044 
2005 Contributions: US$ 3,912,826 
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Women collecting water in eastern Chad. UNHCR/M. Houtart 

 
Security 
The Chadian Government appears increasingly concerned about security in the eastern camps and has 
made several requests to UNHCR to help improve security with the purchase of crowd control equipment and 
the establishment of civilian patrols within the camps to control potential infiltration by rebels. The 
Government also seems concerned about the movements of refugees back and forth across the Sudan 
border and has determined to impose tighter control on the movements of refugees. The authorities in Iriba 
have already announced that refugees will not be allowed to leave the camps without the permission of the 
local representative of the national refugee authority, CNAR. The authorities are convinced that more and 
more weapons are circulating in and around the camps although there is little hard evidence that such 
weapons exist, at least inside the camps. 
 
Border monitoring 
In the village of Hadjer Habil, UNHCR discovered four new families, all of which came from Djabal Moon, 
Sudan. The families advised that the situation was calm where they came from although their cattle had been 
stolen twice. In Adre, five refugees from the Touloum and Mile camps tried to cross the border into Sudan. 
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The motive for return was vague and the authorities refused them access. Several refugees from Farchana 
camp took public transport to the border. The reason for this is being investigated. 
 
Transfers to Gaga camp 
A second transfer from Goz Beida to Gaga camp took place, but only 50 individuals agreed to be transferred. 
UNHCR was advised that of those who did not turn up for the transfer, some had returned to the border area 
and some were Chadian. An additional 208 refugees were transferred from Farchana camp to Gaga; other 
refugees still object to being transferred. Further discussions with the refugees and the Governor will be 
needed since UNHCR remains committed to winding down expensive water trucking to Farchana camp.  
 
Activities in the camps of eastern Chad 
UNHCR and CNAR are reviewing the birth and death registration systems in each camp to render them more 
coherent and consistent. UNHCR and the Government still need to agree on systems for the issuance and 
maintenance of other civil documents (e.g. for marriage).     
 
In Djabal, a new water system is being established, but the project is experiencing delay due to the inability of 
the contractor to acquire the needed drilling machine. With the onset of the rainy season, the project will likely 
be delayed for another four months. Efforts to improve the sanitation situation in Kounoungou camp have 
begun with the distribution of waste bins and the start of a mass awareness campaign. Tent replacement is 
ongoing in the four camps serviced by UNHCR Goz Beida and UNHCR Guereda. The collection of firewood 
by refugees in camps at Guereda is experiencing some difficulty. Instead of using the firewood they had 
collected to satisfy their needs, a number of refugees sold it and then wished to collect more to use for 
themselves. This caused resentment within the camp and created tension vis-à-vis local populations and 
authorities. A new strategy needs to be developed to better meet the needs of all concerned. The collection 
of firewood is going better in Bahai, where dead wood is relatively abundant. Approximately 1,300 tons of 
wood have been collected during the last five months.  
 
In Iriba, a committee composed of administrative and traditional authorities, refugee leaders, UNHCR and 
CNAR has been formed to promote awareness of refugees’ rights and duties.  Meetings will be held in the 
camps and in host communities. Another committee has been formed to deal with robberies. 
 
Emergency in Gore, southern Chad 
Following clashes between forces of the Central African Republic (CAR) and armed rebels or bandits in 
Koukou, CAR, on 3 June, 10,000 people have fled to 17 settlements in southern Chad. Despite initial 
reluctance by the Chadian Government to recognize these individuals as refugees since they had not been 
individually targeted or harmed, there is no doubt that they are persons who have been compelled to leave 
their places of habitual residence owing to serious disturbances in a part of their country and thus fall within 
Article 1(2) of the OAU Convention definition of refugees. UNHCR has sought authorization from the Chadian 
Government to move the 10,000 refugees to the existing refugee settlement at Amboko, which is situated 
approximately six km from UNHCR Gore. Amboko has capacity for 27,000 refugees and the current 
population is approximately 13,000.  Provided the Government agrees to the move, the refugees are to be 
relocated to Amboko for the remainder of the rainy season (i.e. until about October 2005) following which 
three possibilities are envisaged: return to CAR if conditions to return in safety and dignity prevail, transfer to 
a new site or continuation at Amboko. A detailed plan of action has been developed for simultaneous multi-
sectoral activities on three planes: continued assistance to the refugees in their current places of settlement, 
preparation of the site at Amboko (including rehabilitation of the airstrip near Gore) and planning of the actual 
movement. The plan also envisages continued assistance to local populations by UNHCR’s partners, 
including establishment and reinforcement of health facilities and distribution of water purification kits, 
mosquito nets and seeds.  
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CAR refugees in Damanadji, southern Chad 
Unlike at Gore, there are no new arrivals from CAR at Damanadji. Indeed, CAR refugees are expressing 
more and more interest in repatriating following the formal investiture of Francois Bozize as President by the 
Constitutional Court on 25 June.  
 
Update on funding situation for Chad as at 30 June 
Requirements: US$ 81,225,813 
2005 Contributions: US$ 32,043,928  
 


