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HURRICANE SEASON 

TROPICAL STORM ALMA 

On May 28th, a tropical wave developed south of 
Central America, and by late afternoon the system 
became the first tropical depression of the 2008 
season. It strengthened into a tropical storm on May 
29th, and then rapidly strengthened that afternoon 
into a strong tropical storm.  Countries affected by 
Tropical Storm Alma include Panama, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica and Honduras.  

 

PANAMA: The tropical wave affected Panama on May 
28th, causing nonstop rains and consequent floods in 
the provinces of Panama and Colon.  According to the 
National Civil Protection System (SINAPROC), the 
floods affected 122 people and damaged 38 houses. 

(Source: SINAPROC) 

 

COSTA RICA: On May 29th, Tropical Storm Alma 
caused heavy rains and flooding in the cities of 
Guanacaste and Punta Arenas cities, more than 5,400 
people have been affected, 1,080 houses were 
damaged and 150 others were destroyed, 117 roads 
damaged and 100 bridges damaged. Strong winds 
left more than 42,000 people without electricity. 
Some 1,248 people have been relocated to 13 
temporary shelters.  Losses are estimated at $33 
million US dollars.  

(Source: UNETE, El Nuevo Herald, AFP) 

 

Tropical Storm Alma caused heavy rains and flooding 
in Guanacaste and Punta Arenas. Costa Rica Pages© 

 

NICARAGUA: On May 29th, Alma made landfall on 
the North-western Coast of Nicaragua, near the city 
of Leon. The storm has left 3 people dead, 10 people 
missing and 4,036 people were affected. According to 
SINAPRED, almost 25,000 people were evacuated in 
the provinces of Leon and Chinandega and 200 
houses have been damaged.  

On June 2nd, the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), donated $50,000 US dollars 
toward relief efforts in Western Nicaragua.  

(Source: SINAPRED, UNETE, Earthtimes, Xinhuanet) 

 

 

What’s Inside: 
•  

COSTA RICA:  More than 5,400 people were affected by Tropical Storm Alma and losses are estimated at  
33 million US dollars. 

• BELIZE:  At least 7,193 persons have been affected  and 5 people have died due to the floods caused by 
Tropical Storm Arthur. 

• EL SALVADOR:  The government upgraded the alert from Green to Yellow due to the  remnants of Tropical 
Storm Arthur. 
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HONDURAS: On May 29th, the Permanent 
Contingency Commission (COPECO) declared a "Red 
Alert" for Choluteca. One person died, 175 houses 
were damaged and more than 3,600 people have 
been isolated in the communities of El Corpus and 
Namasigue.  

(Source: UNETE, La Prensa) 

 

TROPICAL STORM ARTHUR 

Tropical Storm Arthur was the first Atlantic tropical 
storm, which formed on May 31st and quickly made 
landfall at the Belize-Mexico border before heading 
west. On June 1st, Tropical Storm Arthur weakened to 
a tropical depression after soaking the Yucatan 
Peninsula, but it still threatens to cause dangerous 
flooding and mudslides in Mexico, Belize and 
Guatemala. 

BELIZE: At least 7,193 persons have been affected 
by the floods, 5 people died and 700 people have 
been displaced at Stan Creek District.  Some 20 
shelters have been opened, of which fifteen (15) will 
accommodate persons affected by the floods and five 
(5) will accommodate persons who have been 
evacuated. 

The situation is being managed at the national level 
and no international assistant have been requested. 

(Source: UNETE, CDERA) 

 

Flash floods caused by Tropical Storm Arthur left 5 
people deaths and more than 7,193 people affected. 
7 News Belize© 

 

 

MEXICO: At least 2,400 people were evacuated in 
the Department of Quintana Roo.  

(Source: La Jornada, Prensa Latina) 

 

EL SALVADOR: On June 2nd, the government 
upgraded the alert from green to yellow, due to the 
low pressure and continued rains left by the 
remnants of Tropical Storm Arthur.  

(Source: El Universal, Union Radio) 

 
HEAVY RAINS AND FLOODS 

COLOMBIA: Heavy rains in Colombia have caused 
mudslides and flooding, which has affected 27 of 
the country’s 32 provinces and has left 27 dead, 43 
persons injured, 100,000 people affected, 12,500 
houses damaged and 400 houses destroyed. The 
hardest hit areas are Antioquia, Tolima, Nariño, 
Caldas, Quindío, Risaralda, Valle del Cauca, Arauca 
and Meta.  

(Source: Terra, People Daily) 

 

SEISMIC ACTIVITY 

COLOMBIA: On May 24th, Central Colombia was 
shook by an earthquake that measure 5.7 on the 
Richter scale and killed 15 people. The tremor, 
which lasted 30 seconds caused material damage 
and 890 houses were damaged. More than 5,400 
people were affected and 254 people were 
wounded.  

(Source: AFP, El Tiempo) 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

ECUADOR: On May 26th, the Tungurahua volcano, 
located in the heart of Quito, registered 125 
explosion of moderate intensity which caused ash 
rain in the cities of Pillate and Guadalupe, located 
near the volcano. There were also 32 earthquakes 
within the volcano and 17 aftershocks.  

(Source: El Comercio, La hora) 
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 CHILE: On May 26th, the Chilean government 
reduced the security exclusion zone around the 
volcano from 50 kilometres to 24 kilometres, due to 
lower activity and reduced columns of ashes to a 
height of 4 kilometers. This measure will allow 
residents to recover their belongings and move 
their animals, but does not allow them to return to 
their homes. The Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB) has allocated $ 200,000 US dollars to 
assist the affected people. On request of the 
Government of Chile, this grant will be managed 
and coordinated by the Chinquihue Foundation.  

(Source: El Mercurio) 

 
COMPLEX EMERGENCY 

ECUADOR: The United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) in cooperation with 
Ecuadorean authorities has opened a new 
information centre at a key border crossing point to 
inform Colombian refugees and migrants crossing 
into Ecuador about their rights. 

The centre is located at the Rumichaca 
International Bridge, which links Colombia's volatile 
Nariño department and Ecuador's Carchi province. 
UNHCR will supply printed material and audio-visual 
equipment for the new office, which will be manned 
by two municipal employees who have received 
training in international refugee law and other 
related areas.  

(Source: UN News) 

 

ACTIVITIES IN THE REGION 

Redhum: On May 19th – 23rd, a member of Redhum  
participated in the Reliefweb workshop that was 
held in Geneva.  Redhum and Reliefweb agreed to 
strengthen their partnership through exchanging 
experiences, best practices and strategies regarding 
information management. Some Redhum members 
also participated in the UNDAC training, held in 
Panama City from May 13th – 22nd, where they 
presented the website as a support tool during 
emergency situations in the Latin America and the 
Caribbean Region.  

(Source: OCHA ROLAC) 

PERU: From May 19th – 26th, the ROLAC 
Administrative Officer was in Peru for a closing 
audit of Humanitarian Information Centre project 
established after Peru Earthquake. The project was 
administered by OCHA ROLAC,  sponsored by the 
European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) 
and monitored by OCHA New York and OCHA 
ROLAC.  

(Source: OCHA ROLAC) 
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